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First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica welcomes you to this community of faith. You’ll find singles, seniors, 
families with young children, youth, newlyweds, young adults….and a full range of programs and opportunities for worship, 
study, service and fellowship.  ALL ARE WELCOME.

WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

       
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room 
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101 
9:30 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204 
10:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg. 
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center 
  

Sundays At-A-Glance

On the Website
How well do you know your clergy and church office staff? 
Well check out the the Clergy & Staff page of the website 
and you might just learn a few fun facts.  And be sure to 
introduce yourself or say “hello” at the Fall Kick-Off. 

www.santamonicaumc.org/clergy-staff

Church Office Hours: Tues - Fri, 9a.m. - 5 p.m.
Chapel Open for Prayer: Mon - Fri, 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

August 2 - Holy Communion 
10th Sunday in Kingdomtide

“I Am the Bread of Life” 

August 9 - 11th Sunday in Kingdomtide
“I Am the Vine” 

August 16 - 12th Sunday in Kingdomtide
“I Am the Light of the World”

Senior Minister

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
of SANTA MONICA
1008 Eleventh Street

Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org

310.393.8258
email: info@santamonicaumc.org

I’ve been at the UM Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas, leading workshops at the first Young 
Preachers Festival.  It’s amazing to be in the midst of 150+ 18-28 year-olds exploring their call to 
ordained ministry.

I love their honesty, their passion, their questions, and their hope—for their own vocation and for the church 
we all love.

God continues to raise up leaders, pastors, teachers, evangelists, and preachers of the great good news.

When you see our confirmands and our Youth Service Project team—many of whom returned to help out with Vacation Bible 
School, tell them you love them and ask them if just maybe they’ve heard a call from God, a nudge towards ordained ministry.

Let’s all play a role in encouraging the next generation of church leaders.

SUMMER 

SCHEDULE

Join the movement to end hunger in our lifetime!  Stop Hunger Now’s meal packaging 
event is a fun, hands-on way to make a difference and impact the lives of those 
suffering from hunger.  Help us reach our goal to package 50,000 meals.  Everyone 
is invited to participate, including children, youth, and adults of all ages.  Bring your 
friends and neighbors!

• 200 volunteers and friends and the Westside Churches Working Together mission 
area, (includes West LA UMC, Kardia UMC, Pasific Palisades, Church in Ocean Park 
and UCLA Wesley Foundation.)
• Go to santamonicaumc.org/stop-hunger-now-2015 for registration link.

Saturday August 15, 9:15 - 12:30 p.m. Westwood UMC (10497 Wilshire Blvd, LA)  

Stop Hunger Now Meal Packaging Event

Rev. Patricia Farris 
Summer Sermon Series Part 1:

The God We Know 

Rev. Patricia Farris 
Summer Sermon Series Part 2:

Five Marks of a Methodist 

August 23 - 13th Sunday in Kingdomtide
“Five Marks of a Methodist: A Methodist Loves God”

August 30 - 14th Sunday in Kingdomtide
“Five Marks of a Methodist: A Methodist Rejoices in God”

HORIZONS



Book-of-the-Month Study & Potluck
The Loving God with Your Mind book studies with 
Rev. Patricia Farris returns this September with On 
Care for Our Common Home (Laudato Si), by Pope 
Francis.  Available on Amazon in paperback.
Join the lively discussion! Bring a dish to share. 

Sunday September 20, 11 a.m. in the 
Fireside Room.

Save the Date for the October Book Study: a 
discussion and book signing of Rev. Patricia Farris’ 
new book, Five Faces of Ministry.
Sunday October 25, 11 a.m. in the Fireside Room
 

Five Faces of Ministry 
Book Signing

         
August Calendar
Sunday, August 2 - Holy Communion 
11 a.m. Stop Hunger Now Sign-Ups, next to Hospitality Table
Sunday, August 9 
2:30 - 4 p.m. Labyrinth Walk, SH
5 p.m. simple church, SH
Friday, August 14
7:10 p.m. Cal-Pac Dodgers Night, Dodger Stadium
Saturday, August 15 - Sentinel Submissions Due
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Stop Hunger Now, Westwood UMC
Sunday, August 16
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH
11 a.m. UMW Luncheon with Rev. Patricia Farris, FR
Tuesday, August 18  
1 p.m. Photo Directory Photo Sessions begin. By appointment 
only, Room 203
Sunday, August 23 
11 a.m. 20s/30s Young Adult Check-in, Chapel
Saturday, August 29
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Kit-making Workshop, Room 300
Sunday, August 30 - Faith in Action Sunday
11 a.m. Newcomer Mingle, FR

WEEKLY AT FIRST UMC:
Through August on Sundays: 
11 a.m. Photo Directory Scheduling, next to Hospitality Table
Mondays: Church Office Closed
Tuesdays:  7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
Wednesdays: 9:30 a.m. United Methodist Women Workparty, 
Workroom

Community
Condolences
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of 
these departed loved ones: 

• to First UMC member Joan Bruner, who died June 15.  A 
graveside service was held July 7.
• to First UMC member Nancy Nemick, who died June 19.  
There was not a service.
• to First UMC member Benjamin Ralph Randall, who died in 2007.
• to First UMC member Janice Ruck, who died July 21. A service 
is planned for August 14, 2 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

Congratulations 
After 25 years at UCLA, congratulations to Heidi Crooks on her 
retirement as the chief nurse executive for both Ronald Reagan 
UCLA Medical Center and UCLA Medical Center, Santa Monica, 
as well as the senior associate director for patient care.

In Gratitude
“Thank you for the cards, thoughts and prayers while I was in St. 
John’s Hospital recovering from an infection in my leg. All helped 
for a speedy recovery. Now I’m home and able to be out and 
about. May God continue to bless us all.” 
- With Love, Marie Rourke

“Thank you for the Labyrinth at First UMC. My first experience on 
a Labyrinth was at the Grace Cathedral in San Francisco.  I have 
also been to the Labyrinth at Chartes in France. The Labyrinth has 
been very dear to me for over 20 years! So you can see how I 
can love having one so close to home. Thank you for all your work 
and care on this glorious project.” 
- Blessings and Love, Florence (Flo) Chotiner

“I am absolutely ecstatic to announce that I have accepted a 
full-time Music and Theatrical Arts Teacher position at e3 Civic 
High School in downtown San Diego! I will be teaching concert 

SUMMER 

SCHEDULE

Be still, know God. This hectic world doesn’t provide much of a 
chance to follow this commandment.  First UMC is offering two 
more opportunities outside Sunday sanctuary worship to do just 
this, be still and know God.  The First UMC Labyrinth is open for 
walks from 2:30 - 4 p.m. Then at 5 p.m. Rev. Robert English leads 
simple church – a time for contemplation, community and communion.  
Do no Harm.  Do good.  Stay in love with God.  Come and see. 

Labyrinth open for walking: Sunday August 9: 2:30 - 4 p.m.
simple church: 5:00 p.m, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center

Supplies Needed
for Upward Bound House 

For all of August, First UMC will be taking donations of backpacks 
and school supplies for Family Place at Upward Bound House.  
  Goal: 53 Supplied Backpacks!  

Items you may bring include: Backpacks • Glue sticks • Scissors • 
Ballpoint pens • No. 2 pencils • Colored pencils • Pencil sharpener 
• Large pink eraser • Water-based markers • Four-ounce bottle of 

white glue • Highlighters • Spiral-bound/composition notebooks 
• Three-ring binder • Loose-leaf notebook paper 

• Pocket folders (two pockets) • Rulers
You may drop off supplies in the box in the narthex, at the 
Hospitality Table, or in the church office. Let’s give the kids of 
Upward Bound House supplies for their first day of school!

This mission project is a part of the Children & Family Ministry’s  
Faith in Action. On the fifth Sunday of the month, Tricia Lindley 
leads the group that will gather the Sunday School classes for a 
time of serving, learning about our community, and growing in 
faith through action. On Sunday August 30, they will organize the 
school supplies, write notes of encouragement to send with the 
backpacks, and learn more about the history and work of Upward 
Bound House in our community.

simple church
pray. love. serve.

Newcomer Mingle
If you have questions about the life of First UMC, come to the 
Fireside Room Sunday August 30 after worship. Get a cup of 
coffee, mingle with the pastors, other newcomers and a few 
leaders of the congregation. 

Sunday August 30: 11 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Upcoming in September
SEPTEMBER

8 – Sacred Yoga, save the date for a new yoga/worship class 
in Simkins Hall.
13 – Fall Kick-Off 
13 – Blessing of the Backpacks
13 – United Methodist Youth Fellowship Kick-off
20 – Book Study & Potluck begins for the Fall season
20 – simple church/Labyrinth Walk
20 – Upward Bound House’s annual fundraiser at the Santa 
Monica Pier.
27 – Jim Smith’s 50th Anniversary Celebration as First UMC 
Music Director.

          Keep an eye out for more information about 
these upcoming events!

choir, show choir, drama and play production/musical theater and 
am so thrilled to not have to leave this beautiful city. Thank you to 
everyone who helped me get here: My parents, Terri-Rae Elmer and 
Gerry Wallace for all their love and support, Vanessa Ling Dokko 
and Arwen Hernandez, my own inspiring music teachers, Katherine 
Stanfill for starting my drama career, and Camille Mattick for 
convincing me to continue when I didn’t think I was good enough. 
And lastly, an ENORMOUS thank you to the most amazing master 
teacher anyone could ever ask for, Cassandra Brown. I love you all 
so much, here goes nothing!”
- Julia Wallace

“To First UMC: Thank you so much for all your hard work towards 
making our wedding day spectacular.  We couldn’t have imagined a 
more perfect day.  We can’t thank you enough for all the emails you 
answered and the multiple times you met with us and our family and 
friends.  We felt so loved and well cared for by First UMC during 
the whole process of planning and the weekend of our wedding.  
We pray that God continues to bless you and your church.  Thank 
you again for everything.  We wish you the best!”
- Sincerely, Allison & Chase McElroy

First UMC gives thanks...
• to Jon Ward, who is stepping down as usher after 10+ years of 
service. 
• to Dr. William Trabold. Bill has sung with the choir off and on for 
the past 26 years, starting as our Tenor Section Leader and later 
moving to Bass.  Bill moved back to Nebraska to help with the care 
of his elderly mother. We thank him for all his years of service to our 
music program.

New First UMC Burlap 
Tote Bag!
Pick up one of the new First UMC burlap 
bags at the Hospitality Table after worship. 
Perfect for groceries, beach days, or fold up 
and stash in your trunk to have on hand for 
when you need it.  $10 suggested donation.

The United Methodist Women will 
host a luncheon featuring Rev. Patricia 
Farris as guest speaker.  The topic 
will be  “What Are Those Women 
Doing?  The Role of the UMW in the 
Life of the Church.”  All are invited.  

$8 suggested donation at the door.

Sunday August 16: 11:15 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Flower Orders: Available dates at press time: August 9, 16, 23, 30.  
Please contact the church office to order flowers for one of these dates.

20s/30s Young Adult Check-In
Join First UMC young adults in the chapel for a check-in following 
Sunday worship.  We will have a chance to mingle and have a 
short discussion based on the sermon and scripture of the day.  
All young adults are welcome!

Sunday August 23: After worship in the Chapel

Prayer Quilt Kit-Making Workshop
When there is a 5th Saturday of the month, the Prayer Quilt 
Workgroup comes together to make “kits” — cut fabric pieces 
organized for the top and bottom of the quilts that are ready to 
sew.  Anyone is welcome to join in and help in many ways.  If you 
don’t sew, this is the perfect chance to be involved in this ministry.
You can help with color sorting, ironing, and more.  

Saturday August 29: 9:30 a.m. in Room 300

Labyrinth

LOOKING FORWARD

UMW Luncheon with Rev. Farris
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Summer at First UMC
All photos courtesy of Allan Walker 
unless otherwise noted.

Celebrating a New Appointment Year 

Used Book Sale benefiting Imagine No Malaria 

Baptisms

Coy Quellmalz Baptism 
Henry Seibold Baptism 

Emma Borden Baptism 

Kurt Poland’s Farewell Olivia English’s Baptism at All Saints’
Episcopal Church in Beverly Hills

Summerfest at First UMC Summer outing with Cross(+)Brew 
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Preschool Corner

PRESCHOOL EVENTS FOR AUGUST:
Summer Camp thru August 14
August 26: Back to School Night, 6 p.m.
August 27: Open House, 9 -10 a.m.
August 29: Back to school Picnic at Rustic 
Canyon Park, 11 a.m. -1 p.m.
August 31: First day of school

Celebrating 4th of July!

First UMC Photo 
Directory 
The new Church Photo Directory is open to all who wish to stay 
connected with the community of First UMC; Church members, friends, 
semi-regular visitors, and, yes, even the twice a year visitors!  So book 
your portrait appointment – The church directory will not be complete 
without you!

• Free to be photographed, and free directory – You are under no 
obligation to buy!
• Bring a non-perishable food item for the Westside Food Bank 
pantry and receive $5 off if you decide to purchase
• Each family will receive 1 complimentary 8×10 portrait for 
participating in the directory
• Families will be able to select their directory image, and order 
prints at the end of the session
• Photo can include up to 9 poses with various backgrounds
• Bring you pets and meaningful items to your session
• Dates are filling up!  Schedule your appointment now!

For the Out-of-Towners:
If you live out of the area or are unable to come in to be 
photographed, you may submit a photo to be included in the church 
directory.  Send your high quality, digital photo to s.carducci@
santamonicaumc.org with “Directory Submission” in the subject line.

For questions you may call the church office 310-393-8258.
Photo sessions will be held August 18-23 and September 16-21 
Session times: Weekdays: 1 p.m. - 7 p.m. / Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 
5 p.m. / Sunday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Room 203.

First UMC Members Highlight 
- by First UMC member Ellen Wise

WISE and Healthy Aging presented An Afternoon Tea & Fashion 
Runway with the Santa Monica Women’s Club on July 10.  Proceeds 
benefited non-profit missions throughout the city.  First UMC was 
present with a table of eight, generously hosted by Leslie Nordby, 
a supporter of the many WISE and Healthy Aging projects.
I was honored to be one of the models, representing the Women’s 
Club, and First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica.

Water Conservation 
Efforts at First UMC 
- by Christina Eddy, Business Administrator

Ellen Wise (second from the top right) and the runway models.

Water is one of our most important resources 
and every living thing needs water to survive.  
We understand that conservation starts with 

everyone.  Did you know at First UMC we have on average over two 
hundred-fifty visitors a day on campus and two full time parsonages 
collectively utilizing an average of 2k gallons a day?  Our largest 
constituency (based on hours on campus) is the Preschool, as we invite 
120 children to our facility to learn, grow, and be cared for up to ten 
hours a day five days a week.  Other constituents take part in worship 
services, numerous programs, and outside groups meetings. We are 
growing and thriving.  

We have done a lot to enhance water conservation.  We ensure 
children and members are educated, we don’t let water run 
unnecessarily, we have installed artificial turf in over 75% of 
our landscape areas; most living garden areas contain drought 
tolerant plants and drip irrigation systems; high efficiency appliances 
are purchased and installed ongoing; water timers are set to 
low usage; waterless urinals have been installed in all adult restrooms; 
and water usage is 60% of what it was in June, 2013 for all 
properties combined.  

So, let’s continue to work together to save.  Please let the church office 
know if you have any tips or tricks that have helped you and your 
loved ones thrive in conservation.  Remember brown is the new green!

The Hedges Family



Summer at First UMC
All photos courtesy of Allan Walker 
unless otherwise noted.

Celebrating a New Appointment Year 

Used Book Sale benefiting Imagine No Malaria 

Baptisms

Coy Quellmalz Baptism 
Henry Seibold Baptism 

Emma Borden Baptism 

Kurt Poland’s Farewell Olivia English’s Baptism at All Saints’
Episcopal Church in Beverly Hills

Summerfest at First UMC Summer outing with Cross(+)Brew 

C
B 

ph
ot

os
 b

y 
Sh

al
im

ar
 C

ar
du

cc
i

Preschool Corner

PRESCHOOL EVENTS FOR AUGUST:
Summer Camp thru August 14
August 26: Back to School Night, 6 p.m.
August 27: Open House, 9 -10 a.m.
August 29: Back to school Picnic at Rustic 
Canyon Park, 11 a.m. -1 p.m.
August 31: First day of school

Celebrating 4th of July!

First UMC Photo 
Directory 
The new Church Photo Directory is open to all who wish to stay 
connected with the community of First UMC; Church members, friends, 
semi-regular visitors, and, yes, even the twice a year visitors!  So book 
your portrait appointment – The church directory will not be complete 
without you!

• Free to be photographed, and free directory – You are under no 
obligation to buy!
• Bring a non-perishable food item for the Westside Food Bank 
pantry and receive $5 off if you decide to purchase
• Each family will receive 1 complimentary 8×10 portrait for 
participating in the directory
• Families will be able to select their directory image, and order 
prints at the end of the session
• Photo can include up to 9 poses with various backgrounds
• Bring you pets and meaningful items to your session
• Dates are filling up!  Schedule your appointment now!

For the Out-of-Towners:
If you live out of the area or are unable to come in to be 
photographed, you may submit a photo to be included in the church 
directory.  Send your high quality, digital photo to s.carducci@
santamonicaumc.org with “Directory Submission” in the subject line.

For questions you may call the church office 310-393-8258.
Photo sessions will be held August 18-23 and September 16-21 
Session times: Weekdays: 1 p.m. - 7 p.m. / Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 
5 p.m. / Sunday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Room 203.

First UMC Members Highlight 
- by First UMC member Ellen Wise

WISE and Healthy Aging presented An Afternoon Tea & Fashion 
Runway with the Santa Monica Women’s Club on July 10.  Proceeds 
benefited non-profit missions throughout the city.  First UMC was 
present with a table of eight, generously hosted by Leslie Nordby, 
a supporter of the many WISE and Healthy Aging projects.
I was honored to be one of the models, representing the Women’s 
Club, and First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica.
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- by Christina Eddy, Business Administrator
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My family and I joined First UMC after we arrived in 1946 from our farm in 
Nebraska where we were active in the Methodist church.  We attended church 
services at 4th and Arizona until we moved into our new church on 11th Street.

Some early memories include:
In the late ‘40s, Mildred Stewart was superintendent of Sunday School classes and 
occasionally taught my class.  In Junior High, I joined the Methodist Youth Fellowship 
(MYF) that met on Sunday evenings in the basement.  When the families in the 50-50 Class had outings, we kids 
would be there, too, having fun.  For example, once a year we went to Chinatown to feast on Chinese food.  
Other outings included church picnics. 

I grew up listening to Rev. Kenny Carlson who always had a joke to illustrate his message.  On Easter morning, 
we had 3 services with extra chairs down each outside aisle.  And at times, he held Easter service in the civic 
auditorium that held over 2000.

In junior high MYF, we had Ralph and Marilyn Hedges as counselors.  And in high school MYF we had Dick Rowe 
as counselor and Mildred Stewart as youth minister.  My mental picture of the ground-breaking for our new 
church in 1952, at 11th and Washington, shows church leaders, including Roy Naylor, Fred McNairy, Maurice 
Buerge and others, with shovels in hand.  I even got to scoop a shovel of dirt with my father George after the 
main event.  

Every Sunday, I sang in the younger choir that was the regular choir for the 9 a.m. church service.  Fred Swan 
brought great music to the service and always made our rehearsals fun along with preparing us to do well.  In 
addition, I sang and rehearsed with the Concert Chorale, a select group of singers under the direction of Fred 
Swan, for two hours every Sunday afternoon.  We performed serious music and learned a lot about the classics 
and how hard work paid off with high quality performances.  We performed for special events around town 
and we made life-long friends.  

Bearing Witness
Stories of believing and belonging at First UMC Santa Monica

Thoughts of the Past 50+ Years  by Gale Williams
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In the ‘50s, we had square dances in the social hall and volleyball every week.  Serving as president of the 
MYF, I learned to plan, organize, coordinate, and run MYF programs, which provided useful life skills.  The 
First UMC sponsored Boy Scout Troop 67 was a major part of my youth.  Our Boy Scout Troop met in an old 
converted house on 16th Street owned by First UMC on lots filled with big pine trees that were perfect for 
orienteering and other scouting skills.  These very valuable lots were sold to help finance building our new 
church in 1952.  After moving to 11th Street, we met in the basement room built and provided for our Troop 
67, and that’s where I attained the Eagle rank.  I’ve actively supported scouting and served our church as the 
church and troop Charter Organizational Representative for over 20 years. 

On the way home from Lake Tahoe church camp in 1956, I had a car accident that left me a quadriplegic.  
My faith in God gave me the strength and courage to face my new life with severe limitations.  My friends at 
church gave me the support that carried me through these hard years of my youth.  After my accident, I went to 
Millie Stewart with my frustration of paralysis of most of my body saying, “What am I going to do now?”  She 
said, “I have an idea for you.”  She wanted me to give to others.  She asked me to teach 7th grade Sunday 
School class.  Reluctantly, I said OK and asked how many 7th graders I should expect.  She said, “Oh, about 
a dozen.”

On my first day of class, I was sitting in my wheelchair at the age of 19 watching the 7th graders come in 
and sit down.  A dozen kids entered, then another dozen entered – then there were 30 kids – then 36 before 
they all arrived.  They looked at me in dead silence, not sure what to make of me.  They turned out to be a 
good class, and for 7th graders, they listened, participated, and learned about our faith and about a person in 
a wheelchair.  But I think I learned as much as they did.  I learned about myself and how to relate to others 
in spite of severe limitations.  

Mildred Stewart taught me that when you hit bottom, the answer is to give to others and it has proven to be 
true for me.  

I was invited to help counsel the 7th to 9th grade United Methodist Youth Fellowship on Sunday evenings where 
I worked with the perfect partner, Terry King, for nearly 5 years and we found great satisfaction helping young 
people mature through these challenging years.  We usually had about 40 youth, but on one summer Sunday 
evening, we had 70 junior high students in our closing circle on the balcony over the social hall.  I helped show 
the youth how their faith in God could help guide them through rough times.  I built life-long friends with these 
students.  

My church has seen me through many other major milestones in my life as well, from meeting my wife-to-
be in church, to nurturing four children and eight grandchildren.  It guided me through the death of infant 
twins, supplied First UMC preschool experiences for four children and six grandchildren, and offered religious 
and enrichment programs (Sunday School, UMYF, choirs, and C.A.S.T.) for my children and grandchildren as 
they matured.  It has provided baptisms, confirmations, marriages, and memorial services for family members.  
Rev. Don Shelby even honored me by attending my induction into the Governor’s Hall of Fame for People With 
Disabilities.  

I have served in numerous capacities over these 68 years in Santa Monica First UMC:  Finance Committee, Audit 
subcommittee, Loans and Scholarships Committee Chair, Lay Leader, Vice President of First UMC Board of 
Trustees, Methodist Foundation, and our church’s BSA Charter Organizational Representative.

This church has been central in my life.  It has given me joy and carried me through my most difficult life 
challenges, and has given my extended family a major direction in their lives.
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