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HORIZONS

Visit this special page on the website to see what’s happening
at First UMC during the Lenten season, Holy Week, and the
celebration of Easter:

LENT 2016
With Ash Wednesday, February 10th, the 40-day season of Lent begins. This is a season for prayer,
fasting, study of Scripture, and self-giving service. This is a season to go deep in our faith and renew our
commitment to discipleship as we remember Christ’s ministry, teaching, suffering, death, and resurrection.

http://santamonicaumc.org/lent

Our Lenten theme this year is “Streams of Mercy.” For our
Catholic brothers and sisters, Pope Francis has announced this
year as the Holy Year of Mercy. As they are in study and prayer
on mercy, the first attribute of God, we will join with them in heart and spirit pondering
God’s gift of mercy to us all and lives centered in that gift as we reach out to others in that
same spirit.

SANCTUARY WORSHIP

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.			

simple church worship

Through worship, sermons, Scripture reflection, and the writings of our Lenten devotional,
I invite you into the heart-space of this holy season, opening your own heart to receive
God’s gift of mercy for you and letting all your relationships and interactions with others
be shaped by that same spirit.

1st & 3rd Sundays of the month at 5 p.m.
Senior Minister

SUNDAYS IN JANUARY
February 7 - 5th Sunday after Epiphany
Holy Communion
Homily by Rev. Robert English

February 14 - 1st Sunday in Lent
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

February 21 - 2nd Sunday in Lent
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

February 28 - 3rd Sunday in Lent
Sermon by Rev. Robert English

SUNDAYS AT-A-GLANCE
							
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
3:30 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
6:15 p.m. UMYF, Youth Lounge

The United Methodist Church General Conference - Ivory Coast Trip
by Rev. Patricia Farris
The General Conference of The United Methodist Church will meet in Portland in May. This is
the global decision-making body of our church and meets every four years. I again have the
privilege of being an elected delegate from our California-Pacific Conference. As we live into
all the opportunities and challenges of being a truly global church, teams from the Western
Jurisdiction are visiting conferences outside the US as they gather in orientation sessions prior to
GC. I will travel to Ivory Coast/Côte d’Ivoire later this month to meet with delegates there. I look forward to remembering my
French, learning about West Africa, and meeting fellow delegates. In this people-to-people diplomacy, our Team’s goal is to hear
from the Ivorian delegates about their church and country’s issues, hopes, and dreams for our global gathering. I will look forward
to sharing my experiences when back home in Santa Monica and covet your prayers as we travel.

February Calendar
Friday, February 5
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Dinner, Fireside Room
Sunday, February 7 - Holy Communion • Commissioning the
Haiti Work Team
2 p.m. simple church, Simkins Hall (note time change)
Monday, February 8
11 a.m. Pemberton Memorial Service/Reception, Sanctuary/SH
Wednesday, February 10 - Ash Wednesday • First Day of Lent
• Lenten Devotionals available • Haiti Work Team departs
12:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
Sunday, February 14 - 1st Sunday in Lent • LA Marathon (plan
your drive to worship)
Wednesday, February 17
12:10 p.m. February Mid-Week Recital/Reception, Sanctuary/FR
Saturday, February 20
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
3 p.m. Poliqiun Memorial Service/Reception, Chapel/Fireside Rm
3 p.m. “New” Sacred Yoga, Simkins Hall
Sunday, February 21
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
2:30 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
5 p.m. simple church, Simkins Hall
Thursday, February 25
5 p.m. Family Shelter Community Meal, OS
Saturday, February 27
8:30 a.m. Lay Servent Ministries Conference, Orangethorpe UMC
Sunday, February 28 - CST Sunday
11 a.m. 20s/30s Young Adult Check-in, Chapel

WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
9 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Mondays)
Tuesdays: 7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study (except 2/16),
Fireside Room
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Luncheon, Workroom
Thursdays:
7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew Young Adults, Off-Site (1st & 3rd Thursdays)
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
Sundays: 5 p.m. simple church, Simkins Hall (1st & 3rd Sundays)

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Wednesday, February 3
4 p.m. Trustee Meeting, CR-A
6 p.m. Staff-Parish Relations Committee Meeting, CR-A
Sunday, February 21 - Guidance & Outreach Meeting, Rm 203

Ash Wednesday Services
Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent - a time of
introspection and self-examination of our lives and relationship
with God. The ritual of the ashes represent a visual reminder
of the day as we pause to remember our physical limits in
contrast to the infinity of God. The First UMC Lenten Devotional,
written by members of the congregation, will
be available to pick up that day in the chapel
or in the church office. You may sign up online
to receive the daily devotional by email: www.
santamonicaumc.org/lent.
Ash Wednesday: Wednesday, February 10
12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., Gates Chapel

Haiti Work Team Departs
- Rev. Robert English
On Ash Wednesday night our team departs for Haiti. We
have been wrapped in prayer throughout this entire process
leading to our trip and ask that you continue to hold our
trip in your prayers. We give thanks to God for the gift of
this community which commissions us to go forth in this good
work on your behalf. We go forth to serve, to do our best to
embody the spirit of Jesus Christ. Our team – Todd, Sherry
and Jake Erlandson, Michael and Daniel Kelley, Heidi Crooks,
Sam Johnson, Paul Glenney and I – will be commissioned on
Sunday, February 7.

Mid-Week Recital for February
Take a break from your day and spend your lunch hour
listening to beautiful music! The February recital features
The Los Angeles Flute Orchestra. Founded in 1999, it has
become one of the most recognizable chamber ensembles in
the Los Angeles area, performing at venues from the Dorothy
Chandler Pavilion
and the Disney Hall –
Redcat Theater, to Miles
Playhouse, Grand Park
in downtown L.A., and
the Santa Monica Pier.
Their style covers the full
spectrum from baroque
and classical favorites, to
jazz, pop, contemporary
and world music.
FREE Concert Wednesday, February 17: 12:10-12:40 p.m.,
in the Sanctuary
Reception for artists in the Fireside Room after recital.

“New” Sacred Yoga
Sacred yoga will be meeting one
Saturday a month for practice,
stillness and a talk. These new
Sacred Yoga gatherings will be
open to people of all levels and
will introduce or reinforce the
underlying spiritual principles of the physical practice of
yoga. Santa Monica yoga instructor Temitope will lead us
through some basic poses and postures which will flow into
a time of stillness and end with a talk about the spiritual
principle of the practice. This Sacred Yoga experience will
invite all to cultivate calm, centered and compassionate lives,
connecting with the source of our being and our breath.
Saturday February 20: 3 - 4:30 p.m. Simkins Hall

sacred

YOGA

Dried floral arrangements at the Reredos help to remind us of our Lenten
disciplines during the season of Lent. Flowers may be ordered for the
narthex or for Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center during this time.

Claremont School of Theology Sunday
On Sunday February 28, Claremont Graduate School will
celebrate their second annual “Claremont School of Theology
Sunday” in the local churches of the California-Pacific
Conference. Claremont Sunday is a moment of thanksgiving
between the Cal Pac churches and the seminary that makes it
possible for The United Methodist Church to live out its Gospel
mission. As CST President Jeffrey Kuan is fond of saying,
“Theological education is simply impossible without our churches.
They are the beating heart of our faith - the place where
faithful followers of Jesus come for nourishment and are pumped
back into the world inspired by the Gospel.”
Sunday, February 28: 10 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary

Standing Together Project
With the start of the new year, a new group will be formed to
make up the new, and much needed, Standing Together Project.
20 members, 10 from our congregation and 10 from our local
Muslim community, will participate in a 7-week series that will
meet Sunday afternoons from 2-4 p.m.
The program is intended to help bridge the gap between
Christians and Muslims by building understanding, fostering
loving and compassionate relationships, and engaging the
participants with one another about their beliefs and practices.
Rev. Patricia Farris is in prayer to put together a diverse, intergenerational group from First UMC. If you are interested or
have questions, please contact her in the church office or via
email at p.farris@santamonicaumc.org.

Announcement of Next West District
Superintendent
Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño is pleased to
announce the appointment of Rev. Mark M.
Nakagawa as the next Superintendent of
the West District of the California-Pacific
Conference, effective July 1.  
“Rev. Nakagawa has served as Senior Pastor
of Centenary United Methodist Church (Los
Angeles, CA) since 2000. Centenary UMC holds a special
place in his heart as it was the church of his childhood and
youth. Prior to serving Centenary UMC, Rev. Nakagawa served
West Los Angeles and Sacramento Japanese United Methodist
Churches.
Rev. Nakagawa is an active community and interfaith leader
in the city of Los Angeles and in southern California. Rev.
Nakagawa earned a Bachelor’s degree from the University of
California, Los Angeles and a Master of Divinity from Pacific
School of Religion (Berkeley, CA).   
We give God thanks for Dr. Rev. Kathey Wilborn and for her
years of faithful service as our West District Superintendent, and
more recently as Dean of our Cabinet as well. Let us hold them
both in our prayers in this time of transition.” - Bishop Carcaño

							

Community
Condolences

We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of
these departed loved ones:
• First UMC member Sue Thompson’s mother, Arlene Ball, who died
January 2. A memorial was held January 15 at Riviera UMC.
• First UMC member Carmen Herrara’s mother, Theresa
Blackburn Herrera, who died January 15.
• Former First UMC Member Marilyn Ann Oksa, who died
January 16. A memorial service was held Thursday January 21
at Woodlawn Memorial in Santa Monica.
• Kimberly Marie Casillas Pemberton, daughter of First UMC
members Neta and Rosalio Casillas, niece of Connie Casillas,
who died January 9. A memorial service will be held Monday
February 8, 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Reception to follow in
Simkins Hall.

Births
• Dominic Edward Rold, born to First UMC members Dane and
Sarah Rold on December 25, 2015.

Congratulations
• to Rev. Keri Olsen, recommended for full connection: ordained
in the order of Deacon. We rejoice with you and for the
Conference and church!

LOOKING FORWARD

Upward Bound House
Home Run for Kids
UBH presents the 4th Annual Home Run
for Kids Walk/Run in the Brentwood
community of West Los Angeles. This
year’s event–including a 5k/10k Walk/Run, and a stroller
& pet friendly Kiddie K– expects to draw over 1,500
participants with all proceeds benefiting Upward Bound
House. This is a great opportunity for kids and parents
alike to work together to solve family homelessness, a
growing crisis across Los Angeles.
Join the First UMC Team!
Register on the website under
“First United Methodist Church.”
Before the race, First UMC will
hold a brief on-site worship
service complete with Communion
at 8 a.m. Look for the white First
UMC tent. Find out what it means to pray on your feet!
Sunday, March 6. For more info: www.homerunforkids.com

United Methodist General Conference
The United Methodist Church’s top legislative body will
meet at the Oregon Convention Center, on May 10-20,
2016. Visit: www.westernjurisdictionumc.org/gc2016.

Preschool Corner

Happenings at First UMC

Our Dance World visits First UMC
Preschool for a yoga lesson.

February PRESCHOOL EVENTS:
February 3 - First UMC Snow Day
February 9 - Lunar New Year Celebration:
Lion Dance, 9:30 a.m. Simkins Hall
February 11 - Preschool Coffee Hour 8:15 a.m.
Grandparents/Special Friends day
February 15 - President’s day (school closed)
February 27 - Beautification Day

Christmas Candlelight Service

Our Sanctuary: Symbols of Hope
A New Series by Ron Theile

2016 Installation of Lay Leaders

As a member of this congregation and of the Chancel Choir, I often find myself gazing upon our beautiful sanctuary. There are
times I look out from the choir loft to witness those who are worshipping doing the same. It could be while we are preparing for
worship, praying, listening to scripture or being moved by the music of worship.
This series will help to guide us as we look at, and think about, the many sights and symbols that surround us as we worship. They
are all symbols of hope, so that we will all be inspired to be the hope. - Ron Theile
Part 1 - The Church Interior
How often have you sat in the pew and looked straight up? It might be while you were
thinking, praying, singing or listening. You look up at the beams that surge up the sides,
sweep across the planks of the ceiling, and then peak at the top. It gives me a feeling of
vastness. It comforts me as being a part of this space that is shared by people who trust
and believe in a loving Father who is above us all.
The design and shape of the interior of our sanctuary is that of an inverted ark. The sides
are angled as is the roof that comes together to form a keel. The “ribs” of the ark are repeated to form a superior structure
that can withstand the storms of the world, just as Noah had to do. The ark envelopes us as we worship and stand against
forces that would separate us from that which we hold dear.
Finally, envision this ark as Noah rode upon it. Think of Noah sending out a dove. “When the dove returned to him in the
evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth”
(Genesis 8:11). Noah’s dove was the promise of peace after the storm. It was a symbol of hope for the future of all God’s
children.
Next Sunday, look up. It is a symbol of hope so that we can be the hope.

“God is in the Graffiti” discussion with Rev. Joel Hortiales
of La Plaza UMC, and artist Jesse Castillo.

Preschool Corner

Happenings at First UMC

Our Dance World visits First UMC
Preschool for a yoga lesson.

February PRESCHOOL EVENTS:
February 3 - First UMC Snow Day
February 9 - Lunar New Year Celebration:
Lion Dance, 9:30 a.m. Simkins Hall
February 11 - Preschool Coffee Hour 8:15 a.m.
Grandparents/Special Friends day
February 15 - President’s day (school closed)
February 27 - Beautification Day

Christmas Candlelight Service

Our Sanctuary: Symbols of Hope
A New Series by Ron Theile

2016 Installation of Lay Leaders

As a member of this congregation and of the Chancel Choir, I often find myself gazing upon our beautiful sanctuary. There are
times I look out from the choir loft to witness those who are worshipping doing the same. It could be while we are preparing for
worship, praying, listening to scripture or being moved by the music of worship.
This series will help to guide us as we look at, and think about, the many sights and symbols that surround us as we worship. They
are all symbols of hope, so that we will all be inspired to be the hope. - Ron Theile
Part 1 - The Church Interior
How often have you sat in the pew and looked straight up? It might be while you were
thinking, praying, singing or listening. You look up at the beams that surge up the sides,
sweep across the planks of the ceiling, and then peak at the top. It gives me a feeling of
vastness. It comforts me as being a part of this space that is shared by people who trust
and believe in a loving Father who is above us all.
The design and shape of the interior of our sanctuary is that of an inverted ark. The sides
are angled as is the roof that comes together to form a keel. The “ribs” of the ark are repeated to form a superior structure
that can withstand the storms of the world, just as Noah had to do. The ark envelopes us as we worship and stand against
forces that would separate us from that which we hold dear.
Finally, envision this ark as Noah rode upon it. Think of Noah sending out a dove. “When the dove returned to him in the
evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth”
(Genesis 8:11). Noah’s dove was the promise of peace after the storm. It was a symbol of hope for the future of all God’s
children.
Next Sunday, look up. It is a symbol of hope so that we can be the hope.

“God is in the Graffiti” discussion with Rev. Joel Hortiales
of La Plaza UMC, and artist Jesse Castillo.

February Calendar
Friday, February 5
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Dinner, Fireside Room
Sunday, February 7 - Holy Communion • Commissioning the
Haiti Work Team
2 p.m. simple church, Simkins Hall (note time change)
Monday, February 8
11 a.m. Pemberton Memorial Service/Reception, Sanctuary/SH
Wednesday, February 10 - Ash Wednesday • First Day of Lent
• Lenten Devotionals available • Haiti Work Team departs
12:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
Sunday, February 14 - 1st Sunday in Lent • LA Marathon (plan
your drive to worship)
Wednesday, February 17
12:10 p.m. February Mid-Week Recital/Reception, Sanctuary/FR
Saturday, February 20
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
3 p.m. Poliqiun Memorial Service/Reception, Chapel/Fireside Rm
3 p.m. “New” Sacred Yoga, Simkins Hall
Sunday, February 21
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
2:30 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
5 p.m. simple church, Simkins Hall
Thursday, February 25
5 p.m. Family Shelter Community Meal, OS
Saturday, February 27
8:30 a.m. Lay Servent Ministries Conference, Orangethorpe UMC
Sunday, February 28 - CST Sunday
11 a.m. 20s/30s Young Adult Check-in, Chapel

WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
9 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Mondays)
Tuesdays: 7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study (except 2/16),
Fireside Room
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Luncheon, Workroom
Thursdays:
7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew Young Adults, Off-Site (1st & 3rd Thursdays)
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
Sundays: 5 p.m. simple church, Simkins Hall (1st & 3rd Sundays)

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Wednesday, February 3
4 p.m. Trustee Meeting, CR-A
6 p.m. Staff-Parish Relations Committee Meeting, CR-A
Sunday, February 21 - Guidance & Outreach Meeting, Rm 203

Ash Wednesday Services
Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent - a time of
introspection and self-examination of our lives and relationship
with God. The ritual of the ashes represent a visual reminder
of the day as we pause to remember our physical limits in
contrast to the infinity of God. The First UMC Lenten Devotional,
written by members of the congregation, will
be available to pick up that day in the chapel
or in the church office. You may sign up online
to receive the daily devotional by email: www.
santamonicaumc.org/lent.
Ash Wednesday: Wednesday, February 10
12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., Gates Chapel

Haiti Work Team Departs
- Rev. Robert English
On Ash Wednesday night our team departs for Haiti. We
have been wrapped in prayer throughout this entire process
leading to our trip and ask that you continue to hold our
trip in your prayers. We give thanks to God for the gift of
this community which commissions us to go forth in this good
work on your behalf. We go forth to serve, to do our best to
embody the spirit of Jesus Christ. Our team – Todd, Sherry
and Jake Erlandson, Michael and Daniel Kelley, Heidi Crooks,
Sam Johnson, Paul Glenney and I – will be commissioned on
Sunday, February 7.

Mid-Week Recital for February
Take a break from your day and spend your lunch hour
listening to beautiful music! The February recital features
The Los Angeles Flute Orchestra. Founded in 1999, it has
become one of the most recognizable chamber ensembles in
the Los Angeles area, performing at venues from the Dorothy
Chandler Pavilion
and the Disney Hall –
Redcat Theater, to Miles
Playhouse, Grand Park
in downtown L.A., and
the Santa Monica Pier.
Their style covers the full
spectrum from baroque
and classical favorites, to
jazz, pop, contemporary
and world music.
FREE Concert Wednesday, February 17: 12:10-12:40 p.m.,
in the Sanctuary
Reception for artists in the Fireside Room after recital.

“New” Sacred Yoga
Sacred yoga will be meeting one
Saturday a month for practice,
stillness and a talk. These new
Sacred Yoga gatherings will be
open to people of all levels and
will introduce or reinforce the
underlying spiritual principles of the physical practice of
yoga. Santa Monica yoga instructor Temitope will lead us
through some basic poses and postures which will flow into
a time of stillness and end with a talk about the spiritual
principle of the practice. This Sacred Yoga experience will
invite all to cultivate calm, centered and compassionate lives,
connecting with the source of our being and our breath.
Saturday February 20: 3 - 4:30 p.m. Simkins Hall

sacred

YOGA

Dried floral arrangements at the Reredos help to remind us of our Lenten
disciplines during the season of Lent. Flowers may be ordered for the
narthex or for Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center during this time.

Claremont School of Theology Sunday
On Sunday February 28, Claremont Graduate School will
celebrate their second annual “Claremont School of Theology
Sunday” in the local churches of the California-Pacific
Conference. Claremont Sunday is a moment of thanksgiving
between the Cal Pac churches and the seminary that makes it
possible for The United Methodist Church to live out its Gospel
mission. As CST President Jeffrey Kuan is fond of saying,
“Theological education is simply impossible without our churches.
They are the beating heart of our faith - the place where
faithful followers of Jesus come for nourishment and are pumped
back into the world inspired by the Gospel.”
Sunday, February 28: 10 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary

Standing Together Project
With the start of the new year, a new group will be formed to
make up the new, and much needed, Standing Together Project.
20 members, 10 from our congregation and 10 from our local
Muslim community, will participate in a 7-week series that will
meet Sunday afternoons from 2-4 p.m.
The program is intended to help bridge the gap between
Christians and Muslims by building understanding, fostering
loving and compassionate relationships, and engaging the
participants with one another about their beliefs and practices.
Rev. Patricia Farris is in prayer to put together a diverse, intergenerational group from First UMC. If you are interested or
have questions, please contact her in the church office or via
email at p.farris@santamonicaumc.org.

Announcement of Next West District
Superintendent
Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño is pleased to
announce the appointment of Rev. Mark M.
Nakagawa as the next Superintendent of
the West District of the California-Pacific
Conference, effective July 1.  
“Rev. Nakagawa has served as Senior Pastor
of Centenary United Methodist Church (Los
Angeles, CA) since 2000. Centenary UMC holds a special
place in his heart as it was the church of his childhood and
youth. Prior to serving Centenary UMC, Rev. Nakagawa served
West Los Angeles and Sacramento Japanese United Methodist
Churches.
Rev. Nakagawa is an active community and interfaith leader
in the city of Los Angeles and in southern California. Rev.
Nakagawa earned a Bachelor’s degree from the University of
California, Los Angeles and a Master of Divinity from Pacific
School of Religion (Berkeley, CA).   
We give God thanks for Dr. Rev. Kathey Wilborn and for her
years of faithful service as our West District Superintendent, and
more recently as Dean of our Cabinet as well. Let us hold them
both in our prayers in this time of transition.” - Bishop Carcaño

							

Community
Condolences

We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of
these departed loved ones:
• First UMC member Sue Thompson’s mother, Arlene Ball, who died
January 2. A memorial was held January 15 at Riviera UMC.
• First UMC member Carmen Herrara’s mother, Theresa
Blackburn Herrera, who died January 15.
• Former First UMC Member Marilyn Ann Oksa, who died
January 16. A memorial service was held Thursday January 21
at Woodlawn Memorial in Santa Monica.
• Kimberly Marie Casillas Pemberton, daughter of First UMC
members Neta and Rosalio Casillas, niece of Connie Casillas,
who died January 9. A memorial service will be held Monday
February 8, 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Reception to follow in
Simkins Hall.
• First UMC member Kellie Fite’s father, Richard Fite, who died
January 10. Memorial service date to be determined.
• First UMC member Chuck Hewitt, who died January 29.
Memorial service date to be determined.

Births
• Dominic Edward Rold, born to First UMC members Dane and
Sarah Rold on December 25, 2015.

Congratulations
• to Rev. Keri Olsen, recommended for full connection: ordained
in the order of Deacon. We rejoice with you and for the
Conference and church!
If you have a pastoral care emergency outside of normal business
hours, contact our hotline at 310-393-8258 and enter extension 1.
Leave your name and phone number and a pastor will return your
call as soon as possible.

LOOKING FORWARD

Upward Bound House
Home Run for Kids
UBH presents the 4th Annual Home Run
for Kids Walk/Run in the Brentwood
community of West Los Angeles. This
year’s event–including a 5k/10k Walk/Run, and a stroller
& pet friendly Kiddie K– expects to draw over 1,500
participants with all proceeds benefiting Upward Bound
House. This is a great opportunity for kids and parents
alike to work together to solve family homelessness, a
growing crisis across Los Angeles.
Join the First UMC Team!
Register on the website under
“First United Methodist Church.”
Before the race, First UMC will
hold a brief on-site worship
service complete with Communion
at 8 a.m. Look for the white First
UMC tent. Find out what it means to pray on your feet!
Sunday, March 6. For more info: www.homerunforkids.com
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HORIZONS

Visit this special page on the website to see what’s happening
at First UMC during the Lenten season, Holy Week, and the
celebration of Easter:

LENT 2016
With Ash Wednesday, February 10th, the 40-day season of Lent begins. This is a season for prayer,
fasting, study of Scripture, and self-giving service. This is a season to go deep in our faith and renew our
commitment to discipleship as we remember Christ’s ministry, teaching, suffering, death, and resurrection.

http://santamonicaumc.org/lent

Our Lenten theme this year is “Streams of Mercy.” For our
Catholic brothers and sisters, Pope Francis has announced this
year as the Holy Year of Mercy. As they are in study and prayer
on mercy, the first attribute of God, we will join with them in heart and spirit pondering
God’s gift of mercy to us all and lives centered in that gift as we reach out to others in that
same spirit.

SANCTUARY WORSHIP

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.			

simple church worship

Through worship, sermons, Scripture reflection, and the writings of our Lenten devotional,
I invite you into the heart-space of this holy season, opening your own heart to receive
God’s gift of mercy for you and letting all your relationships and interactions with others
be shaped by that same spirit.

1st & 3rd Sundays of the month at 5 p.m.
Senior Minister

SUNDAYS IN JANUARY
February 7 - 5th Sunday after Epiphany
Holy Communion
Homily by Rev. Robert English

February 14 - 1st Sunday in Lent
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

February 21 - 2nd Sunday in Lent
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

February 28 - 3rd Sunday in Lent
Sermon by Rev. Robert English

SUNDAYS AT-A-GLANCE
							
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
3:30 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
6:15 p.m. UMYF, Youth Lounge

The United Methodist Church General Conference - Ivory Coast Trip
by Rev. Patricia Farris
The General Conference of The United Methodist Church will meet in Portland in May. This is
the global decision-making body of our church and meets every four years. I again have the
privilege of being an elected delegate from our California-Pacific Conference. As we live into
all the opportunities and challenges of being a truly global church, teams from the Western
Jurisdiction are visiting conferences outside the US as they gather in orientation sessions prior to
GC. I will travel to Ivory Coast/Côte d’Ivoire later this month to meet with delegates there. I look forward to remembering my
French, learning about West Africa, and meeting fellow delegates. In this people-to-people diplomacy, our Team’s goal is to hear
from the Ivorian delegates about their church and country’s issues, hopes, and dreams for our global gathering. I will look forward
to sharing my experiences when back home in Santa Monica and covet your prayers as we travel.

