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On the Website

HORIZONS

Don’t miss the remainder of the First UMC music department’s
Mid-Week Recitals, running through May. Held on one
Wednesday a month from 12:10 – 12:40 p.m., it’s a perfect
way to spend your lunch hour. Reception with the artist(s) follows
each performance. For a list of the world-class performers, see
link below:
www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series

SANCTUARY WORSHIP

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.			

LENT 2016
The name of God is mercy. - Pope Francis
To God, most gracious, most merciful…
- Muslim prayers
The LORD is good to all: with tender mercies are over all
God’s works. - Psalm 145:9
’Tis mercy all, immense and free; For, O my God, it found out me.
- Charles Wesley
What does the Lord require—but to do justice, love mercy, and
walk humbly with our God. - Micah 6:8

simple church worship

1st & 3rd Sundays of the month at 5 p.m.

SUNDAYS IN MARCH

SUNDAYS AT-A-GLANCE

March 6 - 4th Sunday in Lent
Holy Communion

							
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
3:30 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
6:15 p.m. UMYF, Youth Lounge

Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

March 13 - 5th Sunday in Lent
Lessons & Anthems

March 20 - Palm Sunday
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

March 27 - Easter Sunrise, Easter Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

March 2016

God’s streams of mercy will carry us through Lent, across the
darkness of Holy Week, and on into the bright light of Easter
morn. As we go, we are learning to believe that God’s mercy
is for each of us, and all. And it is this mercy that emanates
through us as we serve the needs of those in need—in Haiti,
through Home Run for Kids, through our weekly contributions to
the Westside Food Bank. Assurance of mercy. Acts of mercy.
This is the rhythm of God’s great love for us in Christ Jesus. It
is a conviction we hold in common with our Catholic, Jewish and
Muslim brothers and sisters.
As Christians, we look forward to the birth of new life and hope,
as “justice lingers into love,” as Charles Wesley puts it.
Let’s worship and pray and serve and fellowship together, that
our rejoicing might be for marvelous healing and renewal in our
hearts and in our world.

Senior Minister

Holy Week at First UMC
March 20: Palm Sunday
10 a.m. Worship

Waving of Palms and Loud Hosannas!

Worship is followed by Easter Egg Hunt and Family Brunch

March 24: Maundy Thursday
7:30 p.m. Worship

Communion, Prayer and Darkness

March 25: Good Friday

Gates Chapel open for Prayer 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Labyrinth open for walking 1 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Community Service at 12 p.m.
in the First UMC Sanctuary

March 27: Easter Day
Sunrise Service 6:30 a.m.
Palisades Park
(Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)

Easter Worship
10 a.m. First UMC Sanctuary
Family Service, Choir, Brass, Organ, Lilies & Alleluias!
(Child care provided 9 a.m. in Room 204)

March Calendar
Friday, March 4
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Dinner, Fireside Room
Sunday, March 6 - Holy Communion • UBH Home Run for Kids
Run/Walk
5 p.m. simple church, Simkins Hall
Wednesday, March 9
12:10 p.m. Mid-Week Recital/Reception, Sanctuary/
Fireside Room (Note Date Change)
Saturday, March 12
4:30 p.m. Messy Church, Sanctuary/Simkins Hall
Sunday, March 13 - Daylight Saving Time BEGINS
• Children’s Church • Lessons & Anthems
11:15 a.m. UMW St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon, Simkins Hall
Saturday, March 19
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
10 a.m. “New” Sacred Yoga, Simkins Hall
Sunday, March 20 - Palm Sunday • Baptism
9 a.m. Partnership with God-Palm Sunday Brunch, Fireside Rm
11 a.m. Palm Sunday Family Brunch/Easter Egg Hunt, Courtyard
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Fireside Room
2:30 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
5 p.m. simple church, Simkins Hall
Thursday, March 24 - Maundy Thursday
7:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship, Sanctuary
Friday, March 25 - Good Friday
1 - 9 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
12 p.m. Good Friday Community Service, First UMC Sanctuary
Sunday, March 27 - Easter Sunday
6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service, Palisades Park
(Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)
10 a.m. Easter Celebration Worship, Sanctuary

WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
9 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Mondays)
Tuesdays: 7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Luncheon, Workroom
Thursdays:
7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew Young Adults, Off-Site (1st & 3rd Thursdays)
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
Sundays: 5 p.m. simple church, Simkins Hall (1st & 3rd Sundays)

Upward Bound House
Home Run for Kids
UBH presents the 4th Annual Home Run
for Kids Walk/Run in the Brentwood community of West
Los Angeles. This year’s event–including a 5k/10k Walk/
Run, and a stroller & pet friendly Kiddie K– expects to
draw over 1,500 participants with all proceeds benefiting
Upward Bound House. Join the First UMC Team! Register
on the website under “First United Methodist Church.”
Before the 5k race, Rev. Robert English will hold a brief
on-site worship service, complete with Communion at 8 a.m.
Look for the white First UMC tent. Find out what it means to
pray on your feet!
Sunday March 6. Register: www.homerunforkids.com

Mid-Week Recital for March

Palm Sunday Easter Egg Hunt/Brunch

Take a break from your day and spend
your lunch hour listening to beautiful music!
The March recital features Robert Theis on
piano. Robert captured worldwide attention
in 1995 when he won the Gold Medal of the
Second International Prokofiev Competition
in St. Petersburg, Russia. He enjoys a diverse
career as an orchestral soloist, recitalist, and
chamber musician.

Come take part in the annual
commemoration of Jesus’s entry into
Jerusalem. This day celebrates the
start of Holy Week, and will feature
a children’s palm procession, activities,
and Easter Egg Hunt/Family Brunch.
Don’t miss it!

FREE Concert Wednesday March 9: 12:10-12:40 p.m., in
the Sanctuary. Reception for the artist in the Fireside Room
after recital.

Sunday March 20: Family Brunch - 11 a.m. Simkins Hall,
Easter Egg Hunt - 11:30 a.m. in the Courtyard

New Artwork in the Fireside Room
Stop by the Fireside Room through
the month of March to see First UMC
member Janet Rawuka’s beautiful
watercolors. Janet is an award-winning
artist who has been painting for over
40 years, and we are excited to have
her work here.

Messy Church
Come for a new intergenerational
worship experience where we
learn about God’s love through
crafts, activities, story and a shared
meal. Children, families, and adults
of all ages are welcome to this worship experience as we
explore a monthly theme together as one church family. This
informal, messy gathering is a great opportunity to invite
friends and neighbors to a new spiritual community.
Saturday March 12, 4 - 6 p.m., includes time for a meal
and fellowship. Sanctuary and Simkins Hall.

Time for Wearin’ of the Green
Women of Action, a circle of United Methodist
Women, in partnership with Fellowship and Events
and Children’s Ministry, invites everyone to the 17th annual
St. Patrick’s Day luncheon. The cost of $8 per person includes
lunch, a robust and rousing sing-along, and the gaily Gaelic
piano stylings of Laura Farrand.
Children are welcome and will be provided materials to
create seasonal crafts. Childern under 5 will be admitted
free. Don’t forget to wear green!

							

Community
Condolences

We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of
these departed loved ones:
• First UMC member Carol Gutierrez’s brother Gary Adams, who
died February 20.

Births
• Beau Marshall Quellmalz, born to First UMC members Kevin
and Rachel Quellmalz on February 18.

Congratulations
• to First UMC member Jane Spiegel’s daughter Anna Beltramo,
married in early February in North Carolina.
• to First UMC members Sulaba & Bimal Masih as they celebrate
their 50th wedding anniversary.

Thank You!

If you would like to donate toward the
purchase of Easter Lilies in celebration
of a loved one, an event, a joy, or a
remembrance, or order for yourself for Easter Sunday, now’s
the time. Stop by the Sunday Hospitality Table or call, email
or mail your dedication (please print clearly) along with $12
per plant to the church office. Deadline to order is March 20.

• We give thanks to Leslie Nordby for her continued dedication
on the History and Archives Committee. She has made unbound
progress in the organization and preservation of our records
along with Richard and Barbara Parker, and Marilyn Hedges.
Leslie will be attending the Cal-Pac Commission on Archives
and History upcoming workshop in March to further educate the
Committee on maintaining efficient, useful records.
• Thank you each and everyone for your participation in the
2016 Annual Giving Campaign celebrating 140 years strong!
What does love look like? We have come close to our budgeted
goal of $610k with $592k in commitments. Of this amount, 62
members have given towards the stretch gift which will enable
some staffing to be restored mid-year. Our gifts bring life to
God’s ministries and mission in transformative, life-changing ways.
We are grateful to be good stewards of this giving. This is what
love looks like!

Dried floral arrangements at the Reredos help to remind us of our Lenten
disciplines during the season of Lent. Flowers may be ordered for the
narthex or for Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center during this time.

Pastoral care emergency hotline: 310-393-8258, enter extension 1.
Leave your name and phone number and a pastor will return your
call as soon as possible.

Sunday March 13, 2016, at 11:15 a.m. in Simkins Hall.

Easter Lilies

LOOKING FORWARD

Blood Drive
The Health Ministry Council is sponsoring an
American Red Cross Community Blood Drive
Sunday April 3, from 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Sign up at
the Sunday Hospitality Table or at the website: www.
redcrossblood.org, and enter sponsor code FirstUMCSM.
Don’t miss this opportunity to save lives! For more
information about the Council, or to volunteer, contact
Dorothy Williams (dorothywil@gmail.com).
Blood Drive: Sunday April 3: 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.,
Simkins Hall

Calling ALL Church Volunteers
The Board of Trustees are working on a campus wide safety
plan this year. We are asking all volunteers to be trained
on the basics of CPR/First Aid. A special thank you to
longtime church member Heidi Crooks for sponsoring the
event. We have scheduled this important class for Sunday,
April 10 following worship. The class is only three hours
and a delicious lunch will be provided. You CAN save a
life. RSVP to Shalimar s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org by
March 15.
CPR Training: Sunday April 10, 11 a.m., First UMC

Habitat For Humanity
This Spring our church will be joining with a coalition of
Methodist Churches on the Westside to fund and build
a home for a lower income family through Habitat for
Humanity. We are so excited that this local hands-on
mission opportunity will directly impact our neighborhood
as the home will be in Culver City. Many of us know
the struggle for many people of rising home costs in our
area. For some families it is just unmanageable. This
build will contribute to changing the lives of a family in
our city! We look forward to sharing more information
for our congregation to participate either through
financial support or the gift of your time for a build day.
If interested, contact Rev. Robert English, who is working
closely with Lay Leaders Jill Obery Dodd and Linda
Avdul on this project: r.english@santamonicaumc.org.

Save the Date: Vacation Bible School
Before you know it, summer break and VBS
will be here! This year’s theme is Surf Shack:
Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love. It’s
not too early to sign up now and reserve a
spot. Contact Tricia Lindley at: t.lindley@
santamonicaumc.org for more info.
VBS: August 1 - 5, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Kids ages 5-11.

March Calendar
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Sunday, March 6 - Holy Communion • UBH Home Run for Kids
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Our Sanctuary: Symbols of Hope
by Ron Theile

Happenings at First UMC

As a member of this congregation and of the Chancel Choir, I often find myself gazing upon our beautiful sanctuary. There are
times I look out from the choir loft to witness those who are worshipping doing the same. It could be while we are preparing for
worship, praying, listening to scripture or being moved by the music of worship.
This series will help to guide us as we look at, and think about, the many sights and symbols that surround us as we worship. They
are all symbols of hope, so that we will all be inspired to be the hope. - Ron Theile
Part 2 - The Grand Gallery
As we worship in the sanctuary, we are surrounded by eight towering stained glass windows which, if you will allow, I will call
the Grand Gallery. They occupy the north and south upper walls of the sanctuary.
The north windows, in order left to right, are titled: The Nativity, The Youth of Christ, The Baptism of Christ and Gethsemane.
The south windows, in order left to right, are titled: The Lord’s Supper, Carrying the Cross, The Resurrection and The
Triumphant Christ (a discussion of each window will come later as a part of this series). When the church was consecrated
in 1953, only the front and rear windows were installed and the Grand Gallery was plain glass as they were to be
installed later. The north wall stained glass windows were dedicated in April 1955. The south wall stain glass windows
were dedicated in April 1957. All the stained glass windows of the Grand Gallery were produced and installed by Judson
Studios of Eagle Rock, California. They remain in business today. In 1955, each window cost $1,500 each. Today, the cost
of producing and installing the Grand Gallery would be $463,382.00!

North windows

Youth/Scout Sunday

South windows

These beautiful works of art represent the major events in the life of Jesus, the Son of God. From birth to
triumph, they remind us that the journey of Jesus had major milestones. So it is in the life of our congregation
and the families who make up our congregation. There are events where we worship and
others that we celebrate. Often, we do both: the birth of a child, the baptism, learning and
growing, praying and taking communion. We observe how Christ carried his cross to Calvary
and we support each other when there is a cross that we must bear. Finally, we celebrate the
resurrection of our Lord as we celebrate the final victory of those that go before us to life
everlasting.
These grand windows remind us of a journey that has the hope of many tomorrows. We look
ahead to the next milestone. That, at the end of this journey, there is life everlasting, for we
are people of the resurrection.

Ash Wednesday

Haiti 2016

These are symbols of hope, so that we can be the hope.

Preschool Corner

March PRESCHOOL EVENTS:
March 25: Good Friday, no school
March 28 - April 3: Spring Break, no school

Celebrating Chinese New Year
with the Lion Dance
Snow Day!

The Faith in Action Sunday School group learns
about making bread for Communion from Sue
Pascoe and Janet Bogle.

Rev. Patricia Farris during her
trip to the Ivory Coast
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The name of God is mercy. - Pope Francis
To God, most gracious, most merciful…
- Muslim prayers
The LORD is good to all: with tender mercies are over all
God’s works. - Psalm 145:9
’Tis mercy all, immense and free; For, O my God, it found out me.
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SUNDAYS IN MARCH

SUNDAYS AT-A-GLANCE

March 6 - 4th Sunday in Lent
Holy Communion

							
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
3:30 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
6:15 p.m. UMYF, Youth Lounge

Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

March 13 - 5th Sunday in Lent
Lessons & Anthems

March 20 - Palm Sunday
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

March 27 - Easter Sunrise, Easter Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

March 2016

God’s streams of mercy will carry us through Lent, across the
darkness of Holy Week, and on into the bright light of Easter
morn. As we go, we are learning to believe that God’s mercy
is for each of us, and all. And it is this mercy that emanates
through us as we serve the needs of those in need—in Haiti,
through Home Run for Kids, through our weekly contributions to
the Westside Food Bank. Assurance of mercy. Acts of mercy.
This is the rhythm of God’s great love for us in Christ Jesus. It
is a conviction we hold in common with our Catholic, Jewish and
Muslim brothers and sisters.
As Christians, we look forward to the birth of new life and hope,
as “justice lingers into love,” as Charles Wesley puts it.
Let’s worship and pray and serve and fellowship together, that
our rejoicing might be for marvelous healing and renewal in our
hearts and in our world.

Senior Minister

Holy Week at First UMC
March 20: Palm Sunday
10 a.m. Worship

Waving of Palms and Loud Hosannas!

Worship is followed by Easter Egg Hunt and Family Brunch

March 24: Maundy Thursday
7:30 p.m. Worship

Communion, Prayer and Darkness

March 25: Good Friday

Gates Chapel open for Prayer 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Labyrinth open for walking 1 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Community Service at 12 p.m.
in the First UMC Sanctuary

March 27: Easter Day
Sunrise Service 6:30 a.m.
Palisades Park
(Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)

Easter Worship
10 a.m. First UMC Sanctuary
Family Service, Choir, Brass, Organ, Lilies & Alleluias!
(Child care provided 9 a.m. in Room 204)

