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God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.

—The Head Usher today is Al Mead. See an usher if you need assistance.

—During the summer months the Chancel Choir is singing some of their favorite 
anthems from the prior year. We hope they are your favorites also.

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education Building. 
Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the sanctuary or in the 
Kids Zone in the narthex.

—First UMC takes the care and safety of children seriously. We are a Safe 
Sanctuary congregation.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway west 
of the Fireside Room.  Please see an usher for directions. 

—Flowers at the Reredos: In loving memory of Barbara Mae Bruce, wife, 
mother, grandmother.  We all miss her more than words can tell.  From the 
Bruce Family. 

—To request prayers, you may fill in a Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card found 
in the pews, and drop it in the offering plate during worship.

—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.

—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center during 
Coffee Fellowship today to ask about membership.

—Visit the Fireside Room after worship to view the paintings of Esther Roebuck, 
First UMC member John Roebuck's mother. 

—Giving to the church through your will or trust is the most common way 
to continue your support beyond your lifetime. When your estate plan 
is prepared, consider a gift.  Join the First UMC Legacy Circle: info@
santamonicaumc.org.

—Next Sunday: Worship at 10 a.m.; Rev. Robert English will preach. 

—Each time we worship, we collect food for the Westside Food Bank. In 
July bring pasta. 
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WelCOMe      Tricia Lindley

PrelUDe     I Call to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ  (J. S. Bach)    Ty Woodward, Organist

*PrOCeSSIONal hYMN    #428 United Methodist Hymnal —  For the Healing of the Nations 

*Call tO WOrShIP          Cindy McQuade, Lay Lector
We have gathered here this morning to worship God.
We have come seeking comfort, inspiration, community, and insight.
Today we open ourselves to the power of God's presence in our midst.
Today we extend our hands in caring towards humanity.
Let us worship God in spirit and in truth.

*ChOral aCt OF PraISe
  "Bless thou the Lord, O my soul, praise ye the Lord. I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live. I will sing  
   praise while I have my being. Bless thou the Lord, O my soul!"

*SharING the PeaCe OF ChrISt     
  Please greet those worshipping near you.

"Which of these three, do you think, was a 
neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of 

the robbers?" He said, "The one who showed him 
mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 

— Luke 10:36-37



 W e  G O  F O r t h  t O  S e r v e

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

ChIlDreN’S MeSSaGe   Tricia Lindley
  #2233  The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.  
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.

 As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

  COMMISSIONING the YOUth ServICe PrOjeCt teaM (see insert)

Will Buxton, Christian Dodd, Frances Erlandson, David Grothe, Sam Guyette, Owen Ing, Carly 
Rapoport, Meg Smith, Tristan Warren, Cassandra Williams, Emma Wollitz , Haylie Wollitz, Adam 
Guerrero, Tricia Lindley, Emily Payne, Dennis Payne

    I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one 
another, as Jesus taught to do.

 As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes.  

 OUr MISSION & COMMON lIFe      Rev. Robert English
  We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service. 
  Thanks be to God!

 W e  h e a r  G O D ’ S  W O r D

 W e  r e S P O N D
*hYMN  #2155 TFWS — Blest Are They  

*BeNeDICtION   

*BeNeDICtION reSPONSe  

POStlUDe      Prelude and Fugue in B-flat (J. S. Bach) Ty Woodward
 

the GOSPel    Luke 10:25-37 (Pew Bible pages 71-72, N.T.)  Cindy McQuade
  The Gospel of Christ. Thanks be to God!

 SerMON    "Neighborly Mercy"    Rev. Patricia Farris

INvItatION tO PraYer   #432 UMH — Jesu, Jesu (verses 1-3)

lISteNING FOr the vOICe OF GOD  Rev. English

SIleNt PraYer & PaStOral PraYer

the lOrD’S PraYer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen.  

ChOral reSPONSe     

We OFFer OUr GIFtS & OUrSelveS                                                         
 Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out 
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card in the 
offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org or by using the QR code in the insert. Thank you. 
May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts. 

the OFFertOrY       The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director
I Believe (Dan Forrest) 
We believe in God Supreme, ever present, never seen; God most high, who reigns above; Father nigh, 
whose name is Love. We whose prayers to God ascend praise creation's source and end. We rejoice 
in Jesus Christ God's own Son, our sacrifice; very God, yet virgin born; sinless, yet for sinners torn. We 
whom Jesus died to win know He lives to come again. We adore the spirit free author of our unity.  
Giver of the sacred word, wellspring of the second birth. We whom He indwells and fills yield our 
hearts and minds and wills. We, the Church, affirm our faith in the Triune God of grace; kingdoms fall 
and ages change; faithful, changeless God remains!  One in Christ, we lift one voice! We believe, and 
we rejoice!

*reSPONSe  #94  UMH — The Doxology

*UNISON  PraYer OF DeDICatION      Tricia Lindley  
God of grace and truth, we seek to lead a life worthy of your calling in Christ Jesus.  
Enlarge our hearts to the dimensions of your mercy, and help us to return to you a 
measure of the love you give to us.  May the self-giving love of Christ be our example 
and our goal.  Amen. 



introduction Tricia Lindley
As Christians, we are to make the Lord Jesus Christ known to all people. We hear this in His 
words:  “I give you a new commandment.... Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another.  By this, everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”  (John 13:34-35) 

In Jesus’ final command, we hear:  “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you.  And, remember, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.”  (Matthew 28:19-20)

introduction of the team 
Will Buxton, Christian Dodd, Frances Erlandson, David Grothe, Sam Guyette, Owen Ing, Carly 
Rapoport, Meg Smith, Tristan Warren, Cassie Williams, Emma Wollitz , Haylie Wollitz, Adam 
Guerrero, Tricia Lindley, Emily Payne, Dennis Payne

to the team  Rev. Robert English
We celebrate you and your devotion to the tasks ahead of you, as you go forth in mission 
to help provide safe and warm housing in Smith River.  Through the gift of your service and 
love, you show the infinite love that God has for all people.  This is both a privilege and a 
responsibility, and we ask that you now publicly affirm your commitment to God’s work.  Will 
you accept the persons whom you serve right where they are and just the way they are?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you seek to work in glad cooperation and mutual support with other workers, being 
sensitive and helpful according to the needs presented to you?

I will, with God’s help.

YSP team responds in bold italics. Congregation responds in bold type.

Sunday, July 10, 2016

over

Will you answer God’s call and live in God’s Word, demonstrating your love of Jesus 
Christ and the church which you represent?

I will, with God’s help.

Do you sincerely believe that the work you are about to undertake is the work of God for 
our world?

I do so believe.

commissioning Rev. Patricia Farris
Will, Christian, Frances, David, Sam, Owen, Carly, Meg, Tristan, Cassie, Emma, Haylie, Adam, 
Tricia, Emily, Dennis

I commission you to share the love of Jesus Christ through the gift of your service in Smith River.  

Let us pray: Almighty God, bless these hands that will touch life; bless these hands that will 
reach out and be received; bless these hands that will be dirty and calloused by your work of 
bringing hope; bless the works of these hands, that by them, Your name be glorified.  Amen.

to the congregation Sherry Erlandson, Church Council Chairperson
Sisters and Brothers, I commend to you these persons whom we have commissioned to 
participate in the Youth Service Project.  They are representatives of Christ and the church.  
I commend them to you for your love, your care, your prayers, and your support for the work 
that they will perform.

pledge of the congregation 

We rejoice to recognize you as representatives of our church, and thank God for your 
dedication and your gift of service.  We send you forth with our prayers and our support, 
and, with you, we renew our commitment to God and service in the name of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ.  We pray God’s blessings for you and all those in the Smith River area.  
Amen.

 a  s e rv i c e  o f  s e n d i n g  f o rt h       †       †       ††       †       †

Commissioning the Youth Service Project Team



introduction Tricia Lindley
As Christians, we are to make the Lord Jesus Christ known to all people. We hear this in His 
words:  “I give you a new commandment.... Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another.  By this, everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”  (John 13:34-35) 

In Jesus’ final command, we hear:  “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you.  And, remember, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.”  (Matthew 28:19-20)

introduction of the team 
Will Buxton, Christian Dodd, Frances Erlandson, David Grothe, Sam Guyette, Owen Ing, Carly 
Rapoport, Meg Smith, Tristan Warren, Cassie Williams, Emma Wollitz , Haylie Wollitz, Adam 
Guerrero, Tricia Lindley, Emily Payne, Dennis Payne

to the team  Rev. Robert English
We celebrate you and your devotion to the tasks ahead of you, as you go forth in mission 
to help provide safe and warm housing in Smith River.  Through the gift of your service and 
love, you show the infinite love that God has for all people.  This is both a privilege and a 
responsibility, and we ask that you now publicly affirm your commitment to God’s work.  Will 
you accept the persons whom you serve right where they are and just the way they are?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you seek to work in glad cooperation and mutual support with other workers, being 
sensitive and helpful according to the needs presented to you?

I will, with God’s help.

YSP team responds in bold italics. Congregation responds in bold type.

Sunday, July 10, 2016

over

Will you answer God’s call and live in God’s Word, demonstrating your love of Jesus 
Christ and the church which you represent?

I will, with God’s help.

Do you sincerely believe that the work you are about to undertake is the work of God for 
our world?

I do so believe.

commissioning Rev. Patricia Farris
Will, Christian, Frances, David, Sam, Owen, Carly, Meg, Tristan, Cassie, Emma, Haylie, Adam, 
Tricia, Emily, Dennis

I commission you to share the love of Jesus Christ through the gift of your service in Smith River.  

Let us pray: Almighty God, bless these hands that will touch life; bless these hands that will 
reach out and be received; bless these hands that will be dirty and calloused by your work of 
bringing hope; bless the works of these hands, that by them, Your name be glorified.  Amen.

to the congregation Sherry Erlandson, Church Council Chairperson
Sisters and Brothers, I commend to you these persons whom we have commissioned to 
participate in the Youth Service Project.  They are representatives of Christ and the church.  
I commend them to you for your love, your care, your prayers, and your support for the work 
that they will perform.

pledge of the congregation 

We rejoice to recognize you as representatives of our church, and thank God for your 
dedication and your gift of service.  We send you forth with our prayers and our support, 
and, with you, we renew our commitment to God and service in the name of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ.  We pray God’s blessings for you and all those in the Smith River area.  
Amen.

 a  s e rv i c e  o f  s e n d i n g  f o rt h       †       †       ††       †       †

Commissioning the Youth Service Project Team



 W e  G O  F O r t h  t O  S e r v e

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

ChIlDreN’S MeSSaGe   Tricia Lindley
  #2233  The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.  
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.

 As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

  COMMISSIONING the YOUth ServICe PrOjeCt teaM (see insert)

Will Buxton, Christian Dodd, Frances Erlandson, David Grothe, Sam Guyette, Owen Ing, Carly 
Rapoport, Meg Smith, Tristan Warren, Cassandra Williams, Emma Wollitz , Haylie Wollitz, Adam 
Guerrero, Tricia Lindley, Emily Payne, Dennis Payne

    I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one 
another, as Jesus taught to do.

 As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes.  

 OUr MISSION & COMMON lIFe      Rev. Robert English
  We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service. 
  Thanks be to God!

 W e  h e a r  G O D ’ S  W O r D

 W e  r e S P O N D
*hYMN  #2155 TFWS — Blest Are They  

*BeNeDICtION   

*BeNeDICtION reSPONSe  

POStlUDe      Prelude and Fugue in B-flat (J. S. Bach) Ty Woodward
 

the GOSPel    Luke 10:25-37 (Pew Bible pages 71-72, N.T.)  Cindy McQuade
  The Gospel of Christ. Thanks be to God!

 SerMON    "Neighborly Mercy"    Rev. Patricia Farris

INvItatION tO PraYer   #432 UMH — Jesu, Jesu (verses 1-3)

lISteNING FOr the vOICe OF GOD  Rev. English

SIleNt PraYer & PaStOral PraYer

the lOrD’S PraYer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen.  

ChOral reSPONSe     

We OFFer OUr GIFtS & OUrSelveS                                                         
 Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out 
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card in the 
offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org or by using the QR code in the insert. Thank you. 
May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts. 

the OFFertOrY       The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director
I Believe (Dan Forrest) 
We believe in God Supreme, ever present, never seen; God most high, who reigns above; Father nigh, 
whose name is Love. We whose prayers to God ascend praise creation's source and end. We rejoice 
in Jesus Christ God's own Son, our sacrifice; very God, yet virgin born; sinless, yet for sinners torn. We 
whom Jesus died to win know He lives to come again. We adore the spirit free author of our unity.  
Giver of the sacred word, wellspring of the second birth. We whom He indwells and fills yield our 
hearts and minds and wills. We, the Church, affirm our faith in the Triune God of grace; kingdoms fall 
and ages change; faithful, changeless God remains!  One in Christ, we lift one voice! We believe, and 
we rejoice!

*reSPONSe  #94  UMH — The Doxology

*UNISON  PraYer OF DeDICatION      Tricia Lindley  
God of grace and truth, we seek to lead a life worthy of your calling in Christ Jesus.  
Enlarge our hearts to the dimensions of your mercy, and help us to return to you a 
measure of the love you give to us.  May the self-giving love of Christ be our example 
and our goal.  Amen. 



 W e  G a t h e r

W O r S h I P
F  I  r  S  t    U  N  I  t  e  D    M  e  t  h  O  D  I  S  t    C  h  U  r  C  h

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.   Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.*  

Youth Service Project Commissioning    •   July 10, 2016

F I rSt  U N I t e D  M e t h O D I St  C h U r C h  o f   Sa N ta  M O N I Ca
1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403 www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258

God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.

—The Head Usher today is Al Mead. See an usher if you need assistance.

—During the summer months the Chancel Choir is singing some of their favorite 
anthems from the prior year. We hope they are your favorites also.

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education Building. 
Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the sanctuary or in the 
Kids Zone in the narthex.

—First UMC takes the care and safety of children seriously. We are a Safe 
Sanctuary congregation.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway west 
of the Fireside Room.  Please see an usher for directions. 

—Flowers at the Reredos: In loving memory of Barbara Mae Bruce, wife, 
mother, grandmother.  We all miss her more than words can tell.  From the 
Bruce Family. 

—To request prayers, you may fill in a Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card found 
in the pews, and drop it in the offering plate during worship.

—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.

—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center during 
Coffee Fellowship today to ask about membership.

—Visit the Fireside Room after worship to view the paintings of Esther Roebuck, 
First UMC member John Roebuck's mother. 

—Giving to the church through your will or trust is the most common way 
to continue your support beyond your lifetime. When your estate plan 
is prepared, consider a gift.  Join the First UMC Legacy Circle: info@
santamonicaumc.org.

—Next Sunday: Worship at 10 a.m.; Rev. Robert English will preach. 

—Each time we worship, we collect food for the Westside Food Bank. In 
July bring pasta. 

Resident Bishop
Minerva G. Carcaño

West District Superintendent
Rev. Mark M. Nakagawa

Senior Minister
Rev. Patricia Farris

p.farris@santamonicaumc.org

New & Emerging Ministries
Rev. Robert English

r.english@santamonicaumc.org

Chaplain in Residence
Rev. Keri Olsen

k.olsen@santamonicaumc.org

Director of Children & Youth Ministry
Tricia Lindley

t.lindley@santamonicaumc.org

Business Administrator
Christina Eddy

c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org

Preschool Director
Batsheva Spector

b.spector@santamonicaumc.org

Assistant to the Preschool Director
Dane Rold

d.rold@santamonicaumc.org

Music Director
Dr. James Smith

Organist
Ty Woodward

Lead Coordinator 
Sarah Rold

s.rold@santamonicaumc.org

Membership and Facilities 
Coordinator

David Penson
d.penson@santamonicaumc.org

Communications Director
Tina Gage

t.gage@santamonicaumc.org

Communications Coordinator 
Shalimar Carducci

s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org

Head Custodian
Javier Espinosa

WelCOMe      Tricia Lindley

PrelUDe     I Call to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ  (J. S. Bach)    Ty Woodward, Organist

*PrOCeSSIONal hYMN    #428 United Methodist Hymnal —  For the Healing of the Nations 

*Call tO WOrShIP          Cindy McQuade, Lay Lector
We have gathered here this morning to worship God.
We have come seeking comfort, inspiration, community, and insight.
Today we open ourselves to the power of God's presence in our midst.
Today we extend our hands in caring towards humanity.
Let us worship God in spirit and in truth.

*ChOral aCt OF PraISe
  "Bless thou the Lord, O my soul, praise ye the Lord. I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live. I will sing  
   praise while I have my being. Bless thou the Lord, O my soul!"

*SharING the PeaCe OF ChrISt     
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CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

W W W . S A N T A M O N I C A U M C . O R G

Scan this QR code with your smart phone to go 
directly to First UMC’s online giving page. 

 

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

 * Summer Sundays at First UMC  
 9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, FR
 9 a.m. Partnership with God, Rm 101
 9 a.m. Nursery Care, 204
 9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, CHR 
   10 a.m. Worship Service, S
 10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
 11 a.m. Fellowship, Courtyard

*Westside Food Bank collection for July: Pasta

f i r st  u n i t e d  m e t h o d i st  c h u r c h  o f   sa n ta  m o n i ca
1008 eleventh street, santa monica, ca 90403
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F O C U S    O N  MESSy CHURCH

Today - YSP Commissioning  
11 a.m. Vacation Bible School Volunteer Training, 
Room 300
Tuesday, July 12
7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, FR
Wednesday, July 13  
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, WR
4 p.m. Trustees Meeting, CR-A
Saturday, July 16 - Youth Service Project team 
departs 
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, July 17   
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH

Highlights
Prayer Squares for the Youth Service Project Team

The YSP team departs for Smith River, CA Saturday 
July 16, to serve people of the Tolowa Tribe who are 
unable to repair their own homes. Prayer squares that 
will go with every member of the team can be found on 
the table along the north wall of the sanctuary today.  
Please tie a knot and say a prayer for each of these 
youth and adults. The team is grateful for your prayers 
and support as they prepare for the trip.

Vacation Bible School
VBS is coming soon! This year’s theme is Surf Shack: 
Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love. There’s still 
time to sign up now and reserve a spot.  Contact Tricia 
Lindley at: t.lindley@santamonicaumc.org for more info. 
Adult volunteers are welcome. VBS: August 1 - 5, 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Kids ages 5-11.
*VBS is in need of inexpensive beach towels and blow-up 
beach balls. Contact Tricia to donate.

Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser Update
First UMC has raised over $3,100 towards the Habitat 
for Humanity Fundraiser. Our goal is to match the 
gifts from the Erma Darling and the Hewitt and Hood 
Mission Funds held by The Methodist Foundation 
totaling $8,000.  We are working with the Westside 
Church Coalition to fund and build “Patience House,” 
a permanent home for a family in need.  
Go to: santamonicaumc.org/habitat to donate. 

All Community Theater presents...
Save the date for A.C.T.’s production of The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, a hilarious 
musical about an eclectic group of school kids at a 
spelling bee, each eager to win for very different 
reasons. Don’t miss this must-see musical, performed 
by college-age kids and adults–including many First 
UMC congregants–and directed by First UMC member 
Dorothy Nichols. Performance Dates: Friday August 12, 
7 p.m., Saturday August 13, 7 p.m., Sunday August 14, 
1 p.m. Simkins Hall. 
Tickets ($10 each): www.santamonicaumc.org/act

Supplies Needed: 
Backpacks for Upward Bound House

For all of July, First UMC will be taking donations 
of backpacks and school supplies for Family 

Place at Upward Bound House.  
A drop-off bin is located in the Narthex. 

Goal: 50 Supplied Backpacks!  
Items you may bring include: Backpacks • Glue 
sticks • Scissors • Ballpoint pens • No. 2 pencils • 
Colored pencils • Pencil sharpener • Large pink 

eraser • Water-based markers • Four-ounce 
bottle of white glue • Highlighters • Three-ring 
binder • Loose-leaf notebook paper • Pocket 

folders (two pockets) • Rulers • Crayons • Index 
Cards • 2 oz. Antibacterial Hand Soap

Since March, a new intergenerational worship experience called Messy Church has met the second 
Saturday of every month.  Children, families, and adults of all ages participate in this worship experience, 
as lessons of God’s love are expressed through crafts, activities, story and a shared meal.  Each month 
there’s a new theme to explore - some past themes have been “Foot Prints - Following Jesus,” “New Life,” 
“Family,” and “Light.”  This month’s theme is “Healthy Bodies, Healthy Souls.” We asked some participants 
of Messy Church their thoughts about the worship:

“I enjoyed Messy Church immensely. It was a great way to worship as well as have a fun afternoon with my 
son. The activities were enjoyable, cleverly themed, and the songs and worship were light and meaningful. 
I look forward to the time I can go again.” – Witney Seibold

“Messy Church is what community is all about. There was only love for the kids and caretakers and the 
activities were so thoughtful. It was joyous to be together as a group.” – Nina Perales

“A few weeks ago Rev. English told me he could really use some photographs of what is going on
in Messy Church.  I said yes, not knowing what I was getting into.  Anyway, there I was in Simkins Hall
with all those families with small children, a beehive of various activities.  Some messy and some not
so messy.  After about 40 minutes the kids lined up at the hallway leading to the Chapel.  The hall had
became a giant spider web they had to crawl through to get to the next event in the Chapel.   Here
everyone gathered to stand, sing, clap and wave hands to live music . . . then prayers and a lesson
about trust from Rev. Robert.  One by one each child was led back into Simkins Hall for family dinner
and dessert together.  It was a great time, full of energy and fun.  Oh yes, I got a few pictures for Rev. 
Robert as well!” – Allan Walker

Messy Church returns in the Fall, Saturday September 10, 4 p.m. Simkins Hall and Chapel.



CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)
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Scan this QR code with your smart phone to go 
directly to First UMC’s online giving page. 

 

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

 * Summer Sundays at First UMC  
 9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, FR
 9 a.m. Partnership with God, Rm 101
 9 a.m. Nursery Care, 204
 9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, CHR 
   10 a.m. Worship Service, S
 10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
 11 a.m. Fellowship, Courtyard

*Westside Food Bank collection for July: Pasta

f i r st  u n i t e d  m e t h o d i st  c h u r c h  o f   sa n ta  m o n i ca
1008 eleventh street, santa monica, ca 90403

www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258 · info@santamonicaumc.org

July 10, 2016  

F O C U S    O N  MESSy CHURCH

Today - YSP Commissioning  
11 a.m. Vacation Bible School Volunteer Training, 
Room 300
Tuesday, July 12
7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, FR
Wednesday, July 13  
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, WR
4 p.m. Trustees Meeting, CR-A
Saturday, July 16 - Youth Service Project team 
departs 
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, July 17   
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH

Highlights
Prayer Squares for the Youth Service Project Team

The YSP team departs for Smith River, CA Saturday 
July 16, to serve people of the Tolowa Tribe who are 
unable to repair their own homes. Prayer squares that 
will go with every member of the team can be found on 
the table along the north wall of the sanctuary today.  
Please tie a knot and say a prayer for each of these 
youth and adults. The team is grateful for your prayers 
and support as they prepare for the trip.

Vacation Bible School
VBS is coming soon! This year’s theme is Surf Shack: 
Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love. There’s still 
time to sign up now and reserve a spot.  Contact Tricia 
Lindley at: t.lindley@santamonicaumc.org for more info. 
Adult volunteers are welcome. VBS: August 1 - 5, 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Kids ages 5-11.
*VBS is in need of inexpensive beach towels and blow-up 
beach balls. Contact Tricia to donate.

Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser Update
First UMC has raised over $3,100 towards the Habitat 
for Humanity Fundraiser. Our goal is to match the 
gifts from the Erma Darling and the Hewitt and Hood 
Mission Funds held by The Methodist Foundation 
totaling $8,000.  We are working with the Westside 
Church Coalition to fund and build “Patience House,” 
a permanent home for a family in need.  
Go to: santamonicaumc.org/habitat to donate. 

All Community Theater presents...
Save the date for A.C.T.’s production of The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, a hilarious 
musical about an eclectic group of school kids at a 
spelling bee, each eager to win for very different 
reasons. Don’t miss this must-see musical, performed 
by college-age kids and adults–including many First 
UMC congregants–and directed by First UMC member 
Dorothy Nichols. Performance Dates: Friday August 12, 
7 p.m., Saturday August 13, 7 p.m., Sunday August 14, 
1 p.m. Simkins Hall. 
Tickets ($10 each): www.santamonicaumc.org/act

Supplies Needed: 
Backpacks for Upward Bound House

For all of July, First UMC will be taking donations 
of backpacks and school supplies for Family 

Place at Upward Bound House.  
A drop-off bin is located in the Narthex. 

Goal: 50 Supplied Backpacks!  
Items you may bring include: Backpacks • Glue 
sticks • Scissors • Ballpoint pens • No. 2 pencils • 
Colored pencils • Pencil sharpener • Large pink 

eraser • Water-based markers • Four-ounce 
bottle of white glue • Highlighters • Three-ring 
binder • Loose-leaf notebook paper • Pocket 

folders (two pockets) • Rulers • Crayons • Index 
Cards • 2 oz. Antibacterial Hand Soap

Since March, a new intergenerational worship experience called Messy Church has met the second 
Saturday of every month.  Children, families, and adults of all ages participate in this worship experience, 
as lessons of God’s love are expressed through crafts, activities, story and a shared meal.  Each month 
there’s a new theme to explore - some past themes have been “Foot Prints - Following Jesus,” “New Life,” 
“Family,” and “Light.”  This month’s theme is “Healthy Bodies, Healthy Souls.” We asked some participants 
of Messy Church their thoughts about the worship:

“I enjoyed Messy Church immensely. It was a great way to worship as well as have a fun afternoon with my 
son. The activities were enjoyable, cleverly themed, and the songs and worship were light and meaningful. 
I look forward to the time I can go again.” – Witney Seibold

“Messy Church is what community is all about. There was only love for the kids and caretakers and the 
activities were so thoughtful. It was joyous to be together as a group.” – Nina Perales

“A few weeks ago Rev. English told me he could really use some photographs of what is going on
in Messy Church.  I said yes, not knowing what I was getting into.  Anyway, there I was in Simkins Hall
with all those families with small children, a beehive of various activities.  Some messy and some not
so messy.  After about 40 minutes the kids lined up at the hallway leading to the Chapel.  The hall had
became a giant spider web they had to crawl through to get to the next event in the Chapel.   Here
everyone gathered to stand, sing, clap and wave hands to live music . . . then prayers and a lesson
about trust from Rev. Robert.  One by one each child was led back into Simkins Hall for family dinner
and dessert together.  It was a great time, full of energy and fun.  Oh yes, I got a few pictures for Rev. 
Robert as well!” – Allan Walker

Messy Church returns in the Fall, Saturday September 10, 4 p.m. Simkins Hall and Chapel.
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