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On the Website
The 2017 Annual Giving Stewardship Campaign invites us
each and all to prayerfully consider our financial pledge
to support the mission and ministries of First UMC. To make
your pledge, you may fill out a pledge card found online
and bring it in to Consecration Sunday November 13.
For more information:

November 2016

HORIZONS
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength and your neighbor as yourself.”
This is what Jesus tells those who want to know what faith is all about, what church is all about, what being a
disciple is all about. It’s his commandment to us to love whole-hearted, to live whole-hearted, to serve wholehearted, and to give whole-hearted.

www.santamonicaumc.org/stewardship

As our Fall sermon series on DISCIPLE comes to a close, this commandment
to love will be the Scripture text for Sunday, November 13. It’s the day
of our annual Church/Charge Conference, holding ourselves accountable for the faithfulness of our
ministry and mission across the course of this past year. Our new District Superintendent, the Rev. Mark
Nakagawa, will be here to lead, listen, and no doubt challenge us to greater depths of faith and
service. Whole-hearted!

WORSHIP
SANCTUARY WORSHIP

SUNDAYS

10 a.m.

simple church
SUNDAYS

Beautiful music by the Chancel Choir.
Communion on 1st Sundays

5 p.m.

because a calm, centered,
compassionate life is possible

Messy Church
2nd SATURDAYS

4 p.m.

Family Worship • Shared Meal

Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

DISCIPLE - Affirm Hope

November 13 - Church/Charge Conference
Consecration Sunday
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris
DISCIPLE - Whole Hearted

The faith we share as disciples of Christ Jesus brings wholeness to our lives and transforming witness to our world. Nothing and no one
is left out. Let us bring the fullness of who we are and the bounty of all we have in grateful celebration of all that has been and all
that is yet to be.
Whole-hearted!

SUNDAY MORNINGS IN NOVEMBER
November 6 - All Saints Sunday
Holy Communion

It’s also Consecration Sunday, the day each year when we dedicate our financial pledge to support that
mission and ministry in the year to come. We are asked to consider the manifold generosity of God’s
gifts to us and, in return, to give in proportion to support Christ’s on-going work in the world. Whole-hearted!

November 20 - Thanksgiving Sunday
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

DISCIPLE - Give Thanks

November 27 - 1st Sunday of Advent
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Though the Darkness Hide Thee

Senior Minister

Church /Charge Conference
Join First UMC for the annual Church/Charge Conference! We will engage in a joyful and worshipful
celebration of this year’s accomplishments. The agenda includes reports on the ministries and missions
of First UMC, financial items, membership matters, and election of officers and council members for the
coming year. And, we welcome new West District Superintendent Rev. Mark Nakagawa! Lunch will be
served, and child care will be provided.
Sunday November 13: 11 a.m. after worship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center

Inspiring the World as passionate followers of Jesus Christ so all may experience God’s life-giving love.
									
CALIFORNIA-PACIFIC CONFERENCE VISION

November Calendar
Friday, November 4
7 p.m. C.A.S.T. 5th - 12th graders perform Haphazardly Ever
After, Simkins Hall
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Dinner, Fireside Room
Saturday, November 5
5 p.m. C.A.S.T. 5th - 12th graders perform Haphazardly Ever
After, Simkins Hall
Sunday, November 6 - All Saints Sunday • Daylight Saving
Time ends
11 a.m. Preschool Fall Festival, Simkins Hall/Courtyard
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6:30 p.m. Financial Peace University (class 8), Fireside Room
Tuesday, November 8
7 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. Election Day, Simkins Hall
Friday, November 11
5 - 8 p.m. UMW Holiday Boutique Preview, Simkins Hall/FR
Saturday, November 12
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. UMW Holiday Boutique, Simkins Hall
4 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/Simkins Hall
Sunday, November 13 - Church/Charge Conference Sunday •
Consecration Sunday
11 a.m. Church/Charge Conference, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. UMYF - Cakes For a Cause Sale, Alcove
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6:30 p.m. Financial Peace University (class 9), Fireside Room
Saturday, November 19
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
10 a.m. Sacred Yoga, Fireside Room
Sunday, November 20 - Thanksgiving Sunday • Children’s Church
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
7:30 p.m. simple church, Chapel (*note time change)
Wednesday, November 23
4 p.m. Community Thanksgiving Meal w/ Family Place, Simkins Hall
Thursday, November 24 - Thanksgiving Day • Church Campus
Closed
Friday, November 25 - Church Campus Closed
Sunday, November 27 - First Sunday of Advent
11:30 a.m. Rev. Farris Book Study/Potluck, Fireside Room
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel

WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
9 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Mondays) Offsite
Tuesdays: 7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Luncheon, Workroom
Thursdays: 7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew (1st & 3rd Sundays) Offsite
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Sunday, November 13: 9 a.m. Staff-Parish Relations PreCharge/Conference Meeting, CR-A
Wednesday, November 16: 4 p.m. Trustees Meeting, CR-A
		

SUNDAYS-AT-A-GLANCE
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
3 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Rehearsal, CHR
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6:15 p.m. United Methodist Youth Fellowship, Youth Lounge

C.A.S.T. presents
Haphazardly Ever After

October Happenings at First UMC

Children’s After School Theater 5th - 12th graders present
Haphazardly Ever After. Tons of magical fun awaits in this
original, one-of-a-kind fractured fairy tale farce! A kind
king and queen have trouble in their royal family — four
obnoxious, bratty, adult children who do not live up to their
royal titles. The king and queen try everything to bring
happiness and harmony to their family. Trying one thing
after another leads to royal chaos! And through a series of
haphazard events, the royal family just might live happily ever
after, after all.
Showtimes in Simkins Hall:
Friday November 4, 7 p.m.
Saturday November 5, 5 p.m.

White Ribbon Memorial:
All Saints Day Service
First UMC will have a special display for All
Saints Day in the Sanctuary: the White Ribbon
Memorial. Throughout the month of October
there have been white ribbons available at
the north wall of the sanctuary, at simple
church, and at the Hospitality Table for anyone
to write the names of loved ones who have died, say a prayer,
and tie it to the string or place it in the bowl on the table. For our
All Saints Day service on November 6, all ribbons will displayed
in the sanctuary for the worship service. Blank ribbons will still be
available before and after service that day. After All Saints Day,
we will display the ribbons in the Fireside Room for Church/Charge
Conference Sunday, and through the month of November.

United Methodist Women
Holiday Boutique

Blessing of the Animals 2016

Laity Sunday

United Methodist Women invite all to come to the annual Holiday
Boutique, which benefits mission projects and is UMW’s principal
fundraiser. The ladies have been busy with candy-making,
crafting, and pricing their wares. Don’t miss handmade goods,
including casseroles, fudge and baked goods. The boutique is a
festive way to jump-start your holiday shopping!

White Ribbon Memorial

Friday November 11, Preview Day: 5 - 8 p.m. $5 entrance,
(includes soup, bread, coffee & cookie)
Saturday November 12 (free) 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Simkins Hall

Youth Service Project Report Back

FIRST UMC
COMMUNITY
Condolences
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of
these departed loved ones:
• First UMC member Christine Stumpf’s sister Laura Martin, who
died September 27.
• Rev. Keri Olsen’s grandfather Rev. Robert Brown, who died
October 1.
• First UMC member Charles Cole, who died October 4.
• First UMC member Kristina Iskander Pike’s mother Karen
Iskander, who died October 15.
• First UMC member Carl Rogers, who died October 22.
Memorial service to be determined.
• First UMC member Janet Roebuck’s husband Ken Freeman,
who died October 23.

Thank You!
We thank First UMC member Al Mead, as he steps down from
his 26 years of service as Head Usher.
“Al Mead is irreplaceable! He expertly guided Sunday morning
worship each week, to the benefit of members and visitors alike.
May he enjoy more time for tennis, boats, and all the things and
people dear to his heart. We love you, Al!”
					
– Rev. Patricia Farris

Preschool Corner

Messy Church

Congratulations
• to Eddy and Joyce Sir, who were married on October 22
in the First UMC Sanctuary.
• to First UMC Member Eugene Ohr on his retirement.
• to 4th Grade Bible recipients: Kate Beckerman, Lindsay
Chen, Gavin Kirtley, Cooper Nessel and Isabella Ohr.
We honor the First UMC church
members who have reached the
50-year mark this year:
Craig Naylor
Dennis Payne
Richard Poliquin
Dean Smutz
John & Johanna Stutsman
Susan Travis
Don Wagner
Jerry White

Advent Devotional
The Spiritual Formation Council invites you to pick up your
Advent Devotional after church Sunday, November 27, at
the Sunday Hospitality Table or in the church office. The
devotional is written by First UMC members and provides
a wonderful opportunity to share Advent with family and
friends. This year’s theme is Though the Darkness Hide
Thee. Sign up to receive the daily email devotionals:
santamonicaumc.org/adventdevotionals2016.
november PRESCHOOL EVENTS:
NOV 1 - 7: Book Fair in the School Library
Friday NOV 4: Staff Development Day- no classes
Sunday NOV 6: Preschool Fall Festival & Chili Cook-Off
Contest open to church and school 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Wednesday NOV 9: Guest Speaker Susan Stone discusses:
The Indulgence Trap: When Too Much Is Not Enough.
Free event open to the community. Simkins Hall 6:30 p.m.
Friday NOV 11: Fall Goal-Setting Parent/Teacher conferences
Thursday/Friday NOV 24 & 25: Thanksgiving Holiday
school closed

Monthly Value:
November - Hospit
ality

Cooking class with Ms. Aster!

Messy Church is a monthly worship where we learn about
God’s love through crafts, activities, story and a shared meal.
Children, families, and adults of all
ages are welcome to this worship
experience. At Messy Church we
grow in our relationship with God
and with one another. We begin in
Simkins Hall for a short introduction to
the theme and activities (this month’s
theme: Harvest: With God There’s Always Enough). Then, we
gather in the Chapel for music and worship. Lastly, we enjoy
a meal together back in Simkins Hall. Invite your friends and
family and be ready to get messy!
Saturday November 12: 4 - 6 p.m. Chapel and Simkins Hall

UMYF: Cakes For a Cause
While you’re attending the Church/Charge Conference, be
sure to support our youth as they sell Cakes for a Cause. This
annual event was started by the youth six years ago to raise
money for a mission project serving the poor in different parts
of the world. The youth bake and decorate delicious cakes and
cupcakes available for purchase, with all of the funds raised
going to support a cause.
This year, the youth are honoring Rev. Patricia Farris on her
65th birthday by supporting a cause dear to her heart: The
E-Reader Project to Enhance Theological Education in Africa,
whose goal is to provide e-readers to faculty and students so
all have personal access to desperately needed educational
materials. To read more about this project, visit: www.
umcdiscipleship.org/misc/give-to-the-ereader-project.

Sunday November 13: 11 a.m. in the Alcove

Sacred Yoga
Santa Monica yoga instructor Temitope
leads Sacred Yoga, a monthly spiritual
yoga class open to all. Whether you are
new to yoga and meditation or practice
regularly, this class is the perfect way
to find stillness in your mind and body as well as center and
strengthen your spirit. Bring a mat. Donations welcome.
Saturday, November 19: 10 a.m. Fireside Room

Toddler and Me class

Flower Orders: Available dates at press time:
December 4, 11, 25. Please contact the church
office to order flowers for one of these dates.

Community Thanksgiving Meal with
Family Place
–Rev. Robert English
This year we will once again host the families of Family Place
and Family Shelter for a community Thanksgiving. We will be
taking sign-ups to serve and provide turkeys, pies, and sides.
We will all eat as one community and we encourage you to
come and stay for the entire evening. We will need help with
set-up and tear-down as well.
The First UMC Youth Fellowship with Tricia Lindley will be
there to provide an arts and crafts table for the kids.
The community Thanksgiving is a Spirit-filled evening of
service and relating centering on the sacred act of sharing a
meal. Contact: r.english@santamonicaumc.org to participate.

Wednesday November 23: 4 p.m. Simkins Hall

November Book-of-the-Month
Study & Potluck
Jesus’ Abba: The God Who Has Not Failed
by John Cobb
John Cobb’s latest book—Jesus’ Abba:
The God Who Has Not Failed—will be our
springboard into the season of Advent.
The word abba, which can be described
as a baby’s first word, draws us into an
understanding of an intimate relationship
with God that reflects Cobb’s life of scholarship and his lifelong faith journey. Drawing on faith and science, interfaith
dialogue, and the environmental crisis, Cobb, one of the
preeminent theologians of this century, professor emeritus at the
Claremont School of Theology, is disarmingly personal. May
this book, the fruit of his gentle spirit and sharp mind, be a gift
to us all as we again contemplate the wonder and power of the
Nativity. Book available online, and at the Sunday Hospitality
Table. Bring a dish to share.
Sunday November 27: 11:30 a.m., Fireside Room

Angel Tree Project
The Angel Tree Project begins Sunday November 27. First
UMC is supporting Family Place of Upward Bound House with
household items for the families and their apartments. Stop
by the Angel Tree table during Coffee Fellowship on Sunday
mornings in Simkins Hall to choose a gift. Then return the
wrapped gift back to the church office by Sunday December
18. For questions, contact Chris Ruud: chr10is@yahoo.com.

Our Sanctuary: Symbols of Hope

simple church

by Ron Theile

pray. love. serve.
simple church launched in September worshipping
weekly in the Chapel at 5 p.m. This quiet, contemplative,
conversational worship gathering features music from
Jack McHugh, our youth music coordinator. The worship is
centering and intimate and continues to speak, rooted in
our tradition, in a new and complementary manner to our
Sunday sanctuary worship. If you are unable to worship
at 10 a.m., you have a second worship opportunity
at 5 p.m. at simple church. Because a calm, centered
compassionate life is possible. – Rev. Robert English

simple church November themes:
NOV 6 - all the unlikely saints
NOV 13 - on a peace that passes our understanding
NOV 20 - meditations on Christ the King
(*note change in worship time 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
service of music, readings, prayer stations and communion)
NOV 27- finding meaning in the waiting: mindfulness
Advent theme: finding meaning in the waiting

Russ with Martha Ross and Ann Wagner,
holding up the certificate given to First
UMC for “Top Fundraising Faith Team.”

Thank you Russ for your continuing dedication to this cause!

Russ with WSFB’s Executive
Director, Bruce Rankin

*First UMC also supports the Westside Food Bank through the
weekly food donations we bring each Sunday.

Looking Forward

HAITI 2017
Next year’s Haiti Mission trip is scheduled for March 3 - 12,
2017. The team will be solely comprised of First UMC
members. Co-leaders will be Todd & Sherry Erlandson.
Preference given to first-time participants. Fundraising,
pre-trip meetings/prep are required. If you are interested
in participating or want to learn more, contact Rev. English:
r.english@santamonicaumc.org.

Haiti 2016

These are symbols of hope, so that we can be the hope.

“This series will help to guide us as we look at, and think about, the many
sights and symbols that surround us as we worship. They are all symbols
of hope, so that we will all be inspired to be the hope.” – Ron Theile

Part 9: How wonderful it is to be writing this month’s installment
about symbols in our church that reflect our most recent theme:
Discipleship.

The Sower
(Matt 13:3-9;
Mark 4:3-9;
Luke 8:5-8)

The windows that are our focus this month are located on the
first floor, north wall. There are two transom windows, north
and south, and two “wing” windows to each side of the
sanctuary doors.

Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk
On October 23, First UMC Member Russ Whittenburg
participated in the annual Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk.
He reports back,
“We raised over $105,000 to fight Hunger on the Westside
with hundreds of walkers! Please encourage all First UMC
members and friends to download the app dailyKARMA as they have WSFB as a featured charity. They will donate
$1 to the Food Bank just for signing up. If the individual also
contributes $5 of their own money, dailyKARMA will match it
with another $5 contribution!”

“As a member of this congregation and of the Chancel Choir, I often find
myself gazing upon our beautiful sanctuary. There are times I look out
from the choir loft to witness those who are worshipping doing the same.
It could be while we are preparing for worship, praying, listening
to scripture or being moved by the music of worship.

What a joy to be surrounded by these symbols of faith and
discipleship. So, next time, as you exit the church, look up or to
the right or left. These works of stained glass remind us that we
are disciples of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. We should answer
the call and spread the good news!

DECEMBER HIGHLIGHTS
2 & 3 – C.A.S.T. 1st-5th graders perform Rumpelstiltskin
4 – First UMC Music Concert
4, 11, 18 – Alternative Christmas
10 – Sacred Yoga
10 – Messy Church
18 – Lessons and Carols
24 – Christmas Eve Services Family Service 4 p.m.,
Candlelight Service 11 p.m.
25 – Family Sunday: children remain in worship

The first wing window located to the north of the sanctuary
doors depicts a man answering the call to discipleship. He
is walking towards the light that beams down from the right
upper corner of the window. A clue to the theme of this window
is located at the bottom as we see a triquetra. It is a symbol
composed of three interlocked fish, marking the intersection of
three circles. It is a symbol of the Holy Trinity sometimes stylized
as three interlaced fish which denotes membership in the
Christian religion. This window, at the top, also presents us with
the importance of music in the church.
The transom windows continue the theme of discipleship and
the important fact that discipleship also includes children. The
stained glass on the left depicts children (Matthew 19:14 But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to
come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven), and
serves to remind us of the importance of children in our
community of faith. The south transom window shows Jesus
telling His chosen to follow Him and be His disciples.
The south wing window depicts Jesus’ parable of The Sower.
The story tells of the farmer who sows the word. Some people
are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon
as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that
was sown in them. Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear
the word and at once receive it with joy. But since they have no
root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution
comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. Still others,
like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but the worries of
this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other
things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful. Others,
like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and
produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times
what was sown.

Depicts “Man answering
the call to Discipleship.”

Given by Gale
and Dorothy
WIlliams
in memory
of Norma
and George
Williams;
Minerva and
Stanley Acton

The Parable Windows
These two small windows, part of the original sanctuary
design, had not been completed due to lack of funding.
They were dedicated October 6, 2002.

This window depicts Jesus’ Call to become
“Fishers of Men.”
(Matthew 4:19, Mark 1:17, Luke 5:10)
Given by Mary and Merrill Burnett in memory
of Agnes Swarts and Leah Shetler
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Monthly Value:
November - Hospit
ality

Cooking class with Ms. Aster!

Messy Church is a monthly worship where we learn about
God’s love through crafts, activities, story and a shared meal.
Children, families, and adults of all
ages are welcome to this worship
experience. At Messy Church we
grow in our relationship with God
and with one another. We begin in
Simkins Hall for a short introduction to
the theme and activities (this month’s
theme: Harvest: With God There’s Always Enough). Then, we
gather in the Chapel for music and worship. Lastly, we enjoy
a meal together back in Simkins Hall. Invite your friends and
family and be ready to get messy!
Saturday November 12: 4 - 6 p.m. Chapel and Simkins Hall

UMYF: Cakes For a Cause
While you’re attending the Church/Charge Conference, be
sure to support our youth as they sell Cakes for a Cause. This
annual event was started by the youth six years ago to raise
money for a mission project serving the poor in different parts
of the world. The youth bake and decorate delicious cakes and
cupcakes available for purchase, with all of the funds raised
going to support a cause.
This year, the youth are honoring Rev. Patricia Farris on her
65th birthday by supporting a cause dear to her heart: The
E-Reader Project to Enhance Theological Education in Africa,
whose goal is to provide e-readers to faculty and students so
all have personal access to desperately needed educational
materials. To read more about this project, visit: www.
umcdiscipleship.org/misc/give-to-the-ereader-project.

Sunday November 13: 11 a.m. in the Alcove

Sacred Yoga
Santa Monica yoga instructor Temitope
leads Sacred Yoga, a monthly spiritual
yoga class open to all. Whether you are
new to yoga and meditation or practice
regularly, this class is the perfect way
to find stillness in your mind and body as well as center and
strengthen your spirit. Bring a mat. Donations welcome.
Saturday, November 19: 10 a.m. Fireside Room

Toddler and Me class

Flower Orders: Available dates at press time:
December 4, 11, 25. Please contact the church
office to order flowers for one of these dates.

Community Thanksgiving Meal with
Family Place
–Rev. Robert English
This year we will once again host the families of Family Place
and Family Shelter for a community Thanksgiving. We will be
taking sign-ups to serve and provide turkeys, pies, and sides.
We will all eat as one community and we encourage you to
come and stay for the entire evening. We will need help with
set-up and tear-down as well.
The First UMC Youth Fellowship with Tricia Lindley will be
there to provide an arts and crafts table for the kids.
The community Thanksgiving is a Spirit-filled evening of
service and relating centering on the sacred act of sharing a
meal. Contact: r.english@santamonicaumc.org to participate.

Wednesday November 23: 4 p.m. Simkins Hall

November Book-of-the-Month
Study & Potluck
Jesus’ Abba: The God Who Has Not Failed
by John Cobb
John Cobb’s latest book—Jesus’ Abba:
The God Who Has Not Failed—will be our
springboard into the season of Advent.
The word abba, which can be described
as a baby’s first word, draws us into an
understanding of an intimate relationship
with God that reflects Cobb’s life of scholarship and his lifelong faith journey. Drawing on faith and science, interfaith
dialogue, and the environmental crisis, Cobb, one of the
preeminent theologians of this century, professor emeritus at the
Claremont School of Theology, is disarmingly personal. May
this book, the fruit of his gentle spirit and sharp mind, be a gift
to us all as we again contemplate the wonder and power of the
Nativity. Book available online, and at the Sunday Hospitality
Table. Bring a dish to share.
Sunday November 27: 11:30 a.m., Fireside Room

Angel Tree Project
The Angel Tree Project begins Sunday November 27. First
UMC is supporting Family Place of Upward Bound House with
household items for the families and their apartments. Stop
by the Angel Tree table during Coffee Fellowship on Sunday
mornings in Simkins Hall to choose a gift. Then return the
wrapped gift back to the church office by Sunday December
18. For questions, contact Chris Ruud: chr10is@yahoo.com.

November Calendar
Friday, November 4
7 p.m. C.A.S.T. 5th - 12th graders perform Haphazardly Ever
After, Simkins Hall
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Dinner, Fireside Room
Saturday, November 5
5 p.m. C.A.S.T. 5th - 12th graders perform Haphazardly Ever
After, Simkins Hall
Sunday, November 6 - All Saints Sunday • Daylight Saving
Time ends
11 a.m. Preschool Fall Festival, Simkins Hall/Courtyard
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6:30 p.m. Financial Peace University (class 8), Fireside Room
Tuesday, November 8
7 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. Election Day, Simkins Hall
Friday, November 11
5 - 8 p.m. UMW Holiday Boutique Preview, Simkins Hall/FR
Saturday, November 12
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. UMW Holiday Boutique, Simkins Hall
4 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/Simkins Hall
Sunday, November 13 - Church/Charge Conference Sunday •
Consecration Sunday
11 a.m. Church/Charge Conference, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. UMYF - Cakes For a Cause Sale, Alcove
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6:30 p.m. Financial Peace University (class 9), Fireside Room
Saturday, November 19
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
10 a.m. Sacred Yoga, Fireside Room
Sunday, November 20 - Thanksgiving Sunday • Children’s Church
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
7:30 p.m. simple church, Chapel (*note time change)
Wednesday, November 23
4 p.m. Community Thanksgiving Meal w/ Family Place, Simkins Hall
Thursday, November 24 - Thanksgiving Day • Church Campus
Closed
Friday, November 25 - Church Campus Closed
Sunday, November 27 - First Sunday of Advent
11:30 a.m. Rev. Farris Book Study/Potluck, Fireside Room
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel

WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
9 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Mondays) Offsite
Tuesdays: 7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Luncheon, Workroom
Thursdays: 7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew (1st & 3rd Sundays) Offsite
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Sunday, November 13: 9 a.m. Staff-Parish Relations PreCharge/Conference Meeting, CR-A
Wednesday, November 16: 4 p.m. Trustees Meeting, CR-A
		

SUNDAYS-AT-A-GLANCE
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
3 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Rehearsal, CHR
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6:15 p.m. United Methodist Youth Fellowship, Youth Lounge

C.A.S.T. presents
Haphazardly Ever After

October Happenings at First UMC

Children’s After School Theater 5th - 12th graders present
Haphazardly Ever After. Tons of magical fun awaits in this
original, one-of-a-kind fractured fairy tale farce! A kind
king and queen have trouble in their royal family — four
obnoxious, bratty, adult children who do not live up to their
royal titles. The king and queen try everything to bring
happiness and harmony to their family. Trying one thing
after another leads to royal chaos! And through a series of
haphazard events, the royal family just might live happily ever
after, after all.
Showtimes in Simkins Hall:
Friday November 4, 7 p.m.
Saturday November 5, 5 p.m.

White Ribbon Memorial:
All Saints Day Service
First UMC will have a special display for All
Saints Day in the Sanctuary: the White Ribbon
Memorial. Throughout the month of October
there have been white ribbons available at
the north wall of the sanctuary, at simple
church, and at the Hospitality Table for anyone
to write the names of loved ones who have died, say a prayer,
and tie it to the string or place it in the bowl on the table. For our
All Saints Day service on November 6, all ribbons will displayed
in the sanctuary for the worship service. Blank ribbons will still be
available before and after service that day. After All Saints Day,
we will display the ribbons in the Fireside Room for Church/Charge
Conference Sunday, and through the month of November.

United Methodist Women
Holiday Boutique

Blessing of the Animals 2016

Laity Sunday

United Methodist Women invite all to come to the annual Holiday
Boutique, which benefits mission projects and is UMW’s principal
fundraiser. The ladies have been busy with candy-making,
crafting, and pricing their wares. Don’t miss handmade goods,
including casseroles, fudge and baked goods. The boutique is a
festive way to jump-start your holiday shopping!

White Ribbon Memorial

Friday November 11, Preview Day: 5 - 8 p.m. $5 entrance,
(includes soup, bread, coffee & cookie)
Saturday November 12 (free) 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. in Simkins Hall

Youth Service Project Report Back

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
of SANTA MONICA

of SANTA MONICA

1008 Eleventh Street
Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org
310.393.8258

SENTINEL

email: info@santamonicaumc.org

Church Office Hours: Tues - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Chapel Open for Prayer: Mon - Fri, 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

vol. cxli, no. 10			

On the Website
The 2017 Annual Giving Stewardship Campaign invites us
each and all to prayerfully consider our financial pledge
to support the mission and ministries of First UMC. To make
your pledge, you may fill out a pledge card found online
and bring it in to Consecration Sunday November 13.
For more information:

November 2016

HORIZONS
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength and your neighbor as yourself.”
This is what Jesus tells those who want to know what faith is all about, what church is all about, what being a
disciple is all about. It’s his commandment to us to love whole-hearted, to live whole-hearted, to serve wholehearted, and to give whole-hearted.

www.santamonicaumc.org/stewardship

As our Fall sermon series on DISCIPLE comes to a close, this commandment
to love will be the Scripture text for Sunday, November 13. It’s the day
of our annual Church/Charge Conference, holding ourselves accountable for the faithfulness of our
ministry and mission across the course of this past year. Our new District Superintendent, the Rev. Mark
Nakagawa, will be here to lead, listen, and no doubt challenge us to greater depths of faith and
service. Whole-hearted!

WORSHIP
SANCTUARY WORSHIP

SUNDAYS

10 a.m.

simple church
SUNDAYS

Beautiful music by the Chancel Choir.
Communion on 1st Sundays

5 p.m.

because a calm, centered,
compassionate life is possible

Messy Church
2nd SATURDAYS

4 p.m.

Family Worship • Shared Meal

Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

DISCIPLE - Affirm Hope

November 13 - Church/Charge Conference
Consecration Sunday
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris
DISCIPLE - Whole Hearted

The faith we share as disciples of Christ Jesus brings wholeness to our lives and transforming witness to our world. Nothing and no one
is left out. Let us bring the fullness of who we are and the bounty of all we have in grateful celebration of all that has been and all
that is yet to be.
Whole-hearted!

SUNDAY MORNINGS IN NOVEMBER
November 6 - All Saints Sunday
Holy Communion

It’s also Consecration Sunday, the day each year when we dedicate our financial pledge to support that
mission and ministry in the year to come. We are asked to consider the manifold generosity of God’s
gifts to us and, in return, to give in proportion to support Christ’s on-going work in the world. Whole-hearted!

November 20 - Thanksgiving Sunday
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

DISCIPLE - Give Thanks

November 27 - 1st Sunday of Advent
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Though the Darkness Hide Thee

Senior Minister

Church /Charge Conference
Join First UMC for the annual Church/Charge Conference! We will engage in a joyful and worshipful
celebration of this year’s accomplishments. The agenda includes reports on the ministries and missions
of First UMC, financial items, membership matters, and election of officers and council members for the
coming year. And, we welcome new West District Superintendent Rev. Mark Nakagawa! Lunch will be
served, and child care will be provided.
Sunday November 13: 11 a.m. after worship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center

Inspiring the World as passionate followers of Jesus Christ so all may experience God’s life-giving love.
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