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God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.

—As we gather for worship this morning, please see an usher if you need 
information or assistance.

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education Building. 
Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the sanctuary or in the 
Kids Zone in the narthex.

—First UMC takes the care and safety of children seriously. We are a Safe 
Sanctuary congregation.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway west 
of the Fireside Room.  Please see an usher for directions.

—Flowers at the Reredos: For my husband Wendell, with all my love, from 
Karen Furnas.

—Flowers in the Narthex: In gratitude for the faithful witness and vision of 
Santa Monica First UMC, from Patricia Farris and David Bremer.

—To request prayers, you may fill in a Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card found 
in the pews, and drop it in the offering plate during worship.

—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.

—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center during 
Coffee Fellowship today for information, to find the latest Book Study books, 
to inquire about membership at First UMC—or to ask whatever might be on 
your mind!  We're here to serve you.

—Visit the Fireside Room to view the White Ribbon Memorial in honor of All 
Saints Day.  You are welcome to write the name of loved ones who have died 
on a ribbon, say a prayer and tie it onto the hanging string.

—Next Sunday: Worship at 10 a.m.; Thanksgiving Sunday; Rev. Patricia Farris 
will preach the final of the Fall 2016 Sermon Series: DISCIPLE: Give Thanks.

—Preparing an estate is good Christian stewardship—saying thanks to God, 
expressing your love and concern for family, and showing charity toward 
others. Join the First UMC Legacy Circle: info@santamonicaumc.org.

—Each time we worship, we collect food for the Westside Food Bank. In 
November bring hot and cold cereals. 

—If you would like an electronic copy of the charge conference reports,
 please email info@santamonicaumc.org to receive your electronic copy.
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 W e  G a t h e r

W o r s h i P
f  i  r  s  t    u  n  i  t  e  d    m  e  t  h  o  d  i  s  t    c  h  u  r  c  h

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.   Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.*  

Welcome      Tricia Lindley

Prelude     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  (setting: Paul Manz)  Ty Woodward, Organ

 *Processional hYmn      Our Church (see insert)

*call to WorshiP        Terri-Rae Elmer, Lay Lector
Almighty God, you have raised up servants to proclaim the gift of redemption and a life of holiness.
For all our spiritual forebears, Susanna, John, and Charles Wesley and all who joined the early 
Methodist movement, inspired by your Spirit, we give thanks.
In their lives and their service, through their difficulties, and in spite of their weaknesses, you were their 
hope and their salvation.
You led them and their followers to create the heritage that is ours.
We praise you for the women and men, young and old, who followed them, who gave themselves 
unselfishly for the welfare of the Church, whose commitment and vision encouraged and supported the 
Church. Their talents, enthusiasm, idealism, and dedication infused the Church with energy.
Their outstanding gifts and witness shaped our thought and life.
Today we give you thanks for 141 years of faithful witness in and through the First United Methodist 
Church of Santa Monica.
With your church in every place, give us a new vision, new love, new wisdom and fresh 
understanding, that we may serve you faithfully with joyful hearts and limitless hope.  

 Consecration Sunday  •  Church/Charge Conference  •  November 13, 2016

"Which commandment is the first of all?" Jesus answered, 
“The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord 

is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”

–  Mark 12:28b-31    



Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W e  G o  f o r t h  t o  s e r v e

the offertorY      The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  (arr. Mack Wilberg)
Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heav'n, to earth come down. Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful 
mercies crown! Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; visit us with thy salvation, enter ev'ry 
trembling heart. Breathe, O breathe thy loving spirit into ev'ry troubled breast! Let us all in Thee inherit; let us find 
they promised rest; take away the love of sinning: Alpha and Omega be; end of faith, as its beginning, set our 
hearts at liberty. Come, almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; suddenly return and never, nevermore thy 
temples leave. Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, pray and praise thee without 
ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; let us see thy great 
salvation, perfectly restored in thee; changed from glory into glory, till in heav'n we take our place; till we cast our 
crowns before Thee, lost in wonder, love and praise. Amen!

Presentation of our 2017 PledGes

*hYmn    #87 UMH — What Gift Can We Bring
   #102 UMH — Now Thank We All Our God
PraYer of consecration     Rev. Farris

Creator God, with gratitude we return to you what is yours as we dedicate our
gifts in the name of Christ. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your blessings and 
of your great bounty, in the provisions of our necessities and the relief of all who are in 
need. May our spirits be strengthened by using only what we need, and may we use our 
strength to help those who need us. In gratitude for all your goodness, we pledge to love 
you with all our heart, mind, soul and strength, and to love our neighbor as ourself. Send 
us forth and give us grace to fill others’ lives with love, hope and joy, to the honor of your 
name and in the service of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

*resPonse  #94  UMH — The Doxology

*unison PraYer of dedication    Rev. Keri Olsen
Praise to you, Holy Giver of all gifts.  In you there are always more blessings than we 
can imagine.  Give to us that generous spirit that places all that we have at your disposal.  
Then, by the grace of Christ, let it be multiplied in ways we cannot measure or control, for 
the welfare of all your people and the glory of your name. Through Jesus our Lord. Amen.

*hYmn      Sing We Now to God, Our Creator (see insert)
(Words by Patricia Farris to honor Dr. James E. Smith on his 50th Anniversary as Director of Music, 
First United Methodist Church, Santa Monica, 2015) 

*Benediction    

*Benediction resPonse   

  Postlude    Fugue in C - Fanfare (J. S. Bach)    Ty Woodward
You may go into Simkins Hall in the Shelby Center.  Our Church/Charge Conference and Brunch 
Celebration begins immediately following worship.

 W e  h e a r  G o d ’ s  W o r d

 W e  r e s P o n d

*choral act of Praise
"We cherish the past, rejoice in today, and challenge the future's broad'ning way.  With Kingdom 
hope we rise to claim Your promised Grace in Jesus' name."

*sharinG the Peace of christ      
  Please greet those worshipping near you.

children’s messaGe   Tricia Lindley
  #2233  The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.  
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.

 As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one 
another, as Jesus taught to do.

 As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes. 

 our mission & common life      Rev. Robert English
  We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service. 
  Thanks be to God!

Words of Welcome   The Rev. Mark Nakagawa, Superintendent, West District

the GosPel  Mark 12:28-31 (Pew Bible page 49, N.T.)   Terri-Rae Elmer
  The Gospel of Christ.  Thanks be to God! 

homilY  "DISCIPLE: Whole Hearted"   Rev. Patricia Farris

invitation to PraYer   #84 United Methodist Hymnal — Thank You, Lord
listeninG for the voice of God   Rev. English
silent PraYer  &  Pastoral PraYer
the lord’s PraYer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

choral resPonse

We offer our Gifts & ourselves                                                                             
 Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out 
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card in the 
offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org or by using the QR code in the insert. Credit cards 
are now accepted at the Sunday Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous 
and joyful hearts. 
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Sing We Now to God, Our Creator
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Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W e  G o  f o r t h  t o  s e r v e

the offertorY      The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  (arr. Mack Wilberg)
Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heav'n, to earth come down. Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful 
mercies crown! Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; visit us with thy salvation, enter ev'ry 
trembling heart. Breathe, O breathe thy loving spirit into ev'ry troubled breast! Let us all in Thee inherit; let us find 
they promised rest; take away the love of sinning: Alpha and Omega be; end of faith, as its beginning, set our 
hearts at liberty. Come, almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; suddenly return and never, nevermore thy 
temples leave. Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, pray and praise thee without 
ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; let us see thy great 
salvation, perfectly restored in thee; changed from glory into glory, till in heav'n we take our place; till we cast our 
crowns before Thee, lost in wonder, love and praise. Amen!

Presentation of our 2017 PledGes

*hYmn    #87 UMH — What Gift Can We Bring
   #102 UMH — Now Thank We All Our God
PraYer of consecration     Rev. Farris

Creator God, with gratitude we return to you what is yours as we dedicate our
gifts in the name of Christ. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your blessings and 
of your great bounty, in the provisions of our necessities and the relief of all who are in 
need. May our spirits be strengthened by using only what we need, and may we use our 
strength to help those who need us. In gratitude for all your goodness, we pledge to love 
you with all our heart, mind, soul and strength, and to love our neighbor as ourself. Send 
us forth and give us grace to fill others’ lives with love, hope and joy, to the honor of your 
name and in the service of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

*resPonse  #94  UMH — The Doxology

*unison PraYer of dedication    Rev. Keri Olsen
Praise to you, Holy Giver of all gifts.  In you there are always more blessings than we 
can imagine.  Give to us that generous spirit that places all that we have at your disposal.  
Then, by the grace of Christ, let it be multiplied in ways we cannot measure or control, for 
the welfare of all your people and the glory of your name. Through Jesus our Lord. Amen.

*hYmn      Sing We Now to God, Our Creator (see insert)
(Words by Patricia Farris to honor Dr. James E. Smith on his 50th Anniversary as Director of Music, 
First United Methodist Church, Santa Monica, 2015) 

*Benediction    

*Benediction resPonse   

  Postlude    Fugue in C - Fanfare (J. S. Bach)    Ty Woodward
You may go into Simkins Hall in the Shelby Center.  Our Church/Charge Conference and Brunch 
Celebration begins immediately following worship.

 W e  h e a r  G o d ’ s  W o r d

 W e  r e s P o n d

*choral act of Praise
"We cherish the past, rejoice in today, and challenge the future's broad'ning way.  With Kingdom 
hope we rise to claim Your promised Grace in Jesus' name."

*sharinG the Peace of christ      
  Please greet those worshipping near you.

children’s messaGe   Tricia Lindley
  #2233  The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.  
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.

 As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one 
another, as Jesus taught to do.

 As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes. 

 our mission & common life      Rev. Robert English
  We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service. 
  Thanks be to God!

Words of Welcome   The Rev. Mark Nakagawa, Superintendent, West District

the GosPel  Mark 12:28-31 (Pew Bible page 49, N.T.)   Terri-Rae Elmer
  The Gospel of Christ.  Thanks be to God! 

homilY  "DISCIPLE: Whole Hearted"   Rev. Patricia Farris

invitation to PraYer   #84 United Methodist Hymnal — Thank You, Lord
listeninG for the voice of God   Rev. English
silent PraYer  &  Pastoral PraYer
the lord’s PraYer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

choral resPonse

We offer our Gifts & ourselves                                                                             
 Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out 
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card in the 
offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org or by using the QR code in the insert. Credit cards 
are now accepted at the Sunday Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous 
and joyful hearts. 
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God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.

—As we gather for worship this morning, please see an usher if you need 
information or assistance.

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education Building. 
Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the sanctuary or in the 
Kids Zone in the narthex.

—First UMC takes the care and safety of children seriously. We are a Safe 
Sanctuary congregation.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway west 
of the Fireside Room.  Please see an usher for directions.

—Flowers at the Reredos: For my husband Wendell, with all my love, from 
Karen Furnas.

—Flowers in the Narthex: In gratitude for the faithful witness and vision of 
Santa Monica First UMC, from Patricia Farris and David Bremer.

—To request prayers, you may fill in a Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card found 
in the pews, and drop it in the offering plate during worship.

—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.

—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center during 
Coffee Fellowship today for information, to find the latest Book Study books, 
to inquire about membership at First UMC—or to ask whatever might be on 
your mind!  We're here to serve you.

—Visit the Fireside Room to view the White Ribbon Memorial in honor of All 
Saints Day.  You are welcome to write the name of loved ones who have died 
on a ribbon, say a prayer and tie it onto the hanging string.

—Next Sunday: Worship at 10 a.m.; Thanksgiving Sunday; Rev. Patricia Farris 
will preach the final of the Fall 2016 Sermon Series: DISCIPLE: Give Thanks.

—Preparing an estate is good Christian stewardship—saying thanks to God, 
expressing your love and concern for family, and showing charity toward 
others. Join the First UMC Legacy Circle: info@santamonicaumc.org.

—Each time we worship, we collect food for the Westside Food Bank. In 
November bring hot and cold cereals. 

—If you would like an electronic copy of the charge conference reports,
 please email info@santamonicaumc.org to receive your electronic copy.
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As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.   Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.*  

Welcome      Tricia Lindley

Prelude     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  (setting: Paul Manz)  Ty Woodward, Organ

 *Processional hYmn      Our Church (see insert)

*call to WorshiP        Terri-Rae Elmer, Lay Lector
Almighty God, you have raised up servants to proclaim the gift of redemption and a life of holiness.
For all our spiritual forebears, Susanna, John, and Charles Wesley and all who joined the early 
Methodist movement, inspired by your Spirit, we give thanks.
In their lives and their service, through their difficulties, and in spite of their weaknesses, you were their 
hope and their salvation.
You led them and their followers to create the heritage that is ours.
We praise you for the women and men, young and old, who followed them, who gave themselves 
unselfishly for the welfare of the Church, whose commitment and vision encouraged and supported the 
Church. Their talents, enthusiasm, idealism, and dedication infused the Church with energy.
Their outstanding gifts and witness shaped our thought and life.
Today we give you thanks for 141 years of faithful witness in and through the First United Methodist 
Church of Santa Monica.
With your church in every place, give us a new vision, new love, new wisdom and fresh 
understanding, that we may serve you faithfully with joyful hearts and limitless hope.  

 Consecration Sunday  •  Church/Charge Conference  •  November 13, 2016

"Which commandment is the first of all?" Jesus answered, 
“The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord 

is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”

–  Mark 12:28b-31    
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Today - Consecration Sunday, Church/Charge 
Conference
9 a.m. Staff-Parish Relations Committee Pre-
Charge Conference Meeting, CR-A
11 a.m. Church/Charge Conference, SH
11 a.m. UMYF Cakes for a Cause, Alcove
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6:30 p.m. Financial Peace University (final class), FR
Wednesday, November 16
4 p.m. Trustees Meeting, CR-A
Thursday, November 17
7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew, OS
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, CHR
Saturday, November 19
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
10 a.m. Sacred Yoga, FR
Sunday, November 20 - Thanksgiving Sunday • 
Children’s Church
11 a.m. Boy Scout Wreath Sales, Alcove
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH
7:30 p.m. simple church, Chapel (*note time change.)

Highlights
Church/Charge Conference - Today

Stay after worship today for the annual Church/Charge 
Conference!  We will engage in a joyful and worshipful 
celebration of this year’s accomplishments.  The agenda 
includes reports on the ministries and missions of First 
UMC, financial items, membership matters, and election 
of officers and council members for the coming year.  
And, we welcome new West District Superintendent Rev. 
Mark Nakagawa!  11 a.m. after worship.

UMYF Cakes for a Cause - Today
Be sure to support our youth as they sell Cakes for a 
Cause during the Church/Charge Conference.  This 
year, the youth are honoring Rev. Patricia Farris on her 
65th birthday by supporting a cause dear to her heart: 
The E-Reader Project to Enhance Theological Education 
in Africa, whose goal is to provide e-readers to faculty 
and students so all have personal access to desperately 
needed educational materials.  You may also make a 
check out to First UMC, with E-Reader Project in the memo 
line, to give additional funds to this project.

simple church 
Because a calm, centered, compassionate life is possible. The 
simple church theme for this evening is: on a peace that 
passes our understanding. Tonight 5 p.m. in the Chapel.

Sacred Yoga
Santa Monica yoga instructor Temitope leads Sacred 
Yoga, a monthly spiritual yoga class open to all.  
Whether you are new to yoga and meditation or 
practice regularly, this class is the perfect way to find 
stillness in your mind and body as well as center and 
strengthen your spirit. Saturday November 19, 10 a.m., 
Fireside Room.

Boy Scout Wreath Sales
It’s time to order your holiday wreaths and greenery 
from Boy Scout Troop 67.  Orders will be taken: next 
Sunday November 20 & 27, 11 a.m., in the Alcove.

Haiti 2017 
Next year’s Haiti Mission trip is scheduled for March 
3-12, 2017.  Co-leaders will be Todd & Sherry 
Erlandson.  Preference given to first-time participants.  
Fundraising, pre-trip meetings/prep are required. If you 
are interested in participating or want to learn more, 
contact Rev. English: r.english@santamonicaumc.org.

    Sundays at First UMC  
 9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, FR
 9 a.m. Partnership with God, Rm 101
 9 a.m. Nursery Care, 204
 9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, CHR 
   10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service, S
 10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
 11 a.m. Fellowship, Courtyard
 3 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Rehearsal, CHR
 5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
 6 p.m. UMYF, Youth Lounge

Why is my financial support of  First UMC important?
We each have a vital part to play, sharing of the riches God has entrusted to us 
to undergird the work of this historic congregation and equip it for the future God 
unfolds. 

How is my financial support of  First UMC being used?
The church operates with a conservative annual spending plan of $1.3M. Support comes from six pillars; your 
pledge support, designated giving, facility usage, Trustees, Methodist Foundation, and Preschool.  The spending 
plan supports our mission in four main areas; worship life (41%), congregation and community care (21%), local 
and world outreach (17%), and youth, children, families (21%).

What is a pledge?
A pledge is a commitment by you to give a stated amount to First UMC for the following year – usually in 
monthly payments (or weekly or quarterly, if that works better for you).

Why does the church prefer that I make a pledge rather than putting money in the plate each Sunday?
Quite simply, First UMC can rely on your pledge as predictable income – whether you are in worship that 
Sunday or not. This enables us to accurately budget for the coming year’s expenses in all that we are called 
to do.

What is an appropriate pledge?
The amount of your pledge is between you and God. It is a Holy Habit of generosity that you cultivate over 
your lifetime.  As a frame of reference, it may be helpful for you to know that in 2016, the average annual 
pledge was just over $3,500.

What options are available for fulfilling my pledge?  
We welcome cash, checks, credit cards via our secure on-line website, automatic checking drafts, and gifts of 
appreciated stock.  The church business office can assist you with any of these options.

When am I asked to pledge?
For Consecration Sunday today, we will consecrate pledge cards received. You may also pledge at any time 
during the year.  Pledge cards are found in the pews, and online.

To pledge, or for more information about giving, please visit our website at: santamonicaumc.org/give.

       Family Place Thanksgiving Meal 
This year simple church will again host the 
families of Family Place and Family Shelter for 
a community Thanksgiving in Simkins Hall. We 
are taking sign-ups to serve and provide turkeys, 
pies, and sides, and also help with set-up and 
tear-down. The First UMC Youth Fellowship, with 
Tricia Lindley, will be there to provide an arts and 
crafts table for the kids. Wednesday, November 
23, 5- 7 p.m. Signup: www. santamonicaumc.org/
community-meal.
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