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On the Website
Visit the Advent 2016 page on the website to get informed
about events of the season, including the First UMC
Christmas concert, Lessons & Carols, and the Christmas
worship services. You may also sign up for the Advent
Devotional, to receive a daily email devotional:

December 2016

HORIZONS
Advent 2016
Recently, our street was blocked off for a day for the filming of a trailer for a new TBS holiday show called
Instant Christmas. I don’t know what the show will be about, but the title amused me and appealed to me.
Maybe we can fast-forward to the day itself, all tasks accomplished, everyone merry and bright. Or not…

www.santamonicaumc.org/advent-christmas

Advent is a gift of the ancient church to us, these four weeks of waiting in the dark and yearning for the
dawning light. We’re all weary and a bit ragged, aren’t we, worn out by the acrimony of the too-long
political campaign. Regardless of how we voted, my sense is that we’re all longing for something better, truly brighter, a kind of
dignity, respect, and harmony that seems tarnished and fragile.
I invite you to set aside some time this Advent for worship, for prayer, for sitting with the Word of God, for waiting in the darkness
so as to be truly ready to embrace the birth of the Christ Child. I invite you to reach out to others and build bridges. I invite you, as
disciples, to be part of re-weaving the fabric that is our common life together.

WORSHIP – SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER
DECEMBER 4
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

DECEMBER 18
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

2nd Sunday of Advent /Holy Communion

Lessons & Carols • Children’s Church

Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

5 p.m. simple church

Sermon by Rev. Robert English
Theme– finding meaning in the waiting: transformation

DECEMBER 11
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
3rd Sunday of Advent

Senior Minister

Lessons & Carols

December 18 - 10 a.m. The annual worship service of music and word.

Sermon by Rev. Robert English
Theme– finding meaning in the waiting: God is with us

Christmas Eve Family Service

A “No Muss, No Fuss” Christmas Pageant for all ages. Costumes will be
available at the door for all children to participate.

DECEMBER 25
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Christmas Day Family Service
Carols and the Christmas Story

5 p.m. simple church

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Sermon by Rev. Robert English
Theme– finding meaning in the waiting: signs & wonders

For Though the Darkness Hide Thee, God is waiting, too, in the shadows, in the deepest dark valleys, to once again proclaim the Promise
of the Ages and come to live among us, to be with us, in the One who is the Light of the World.

no simple church

December 24 - 4 p.m. Children & Youth Choirs

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24 - 11 p.m. Choir, Organ, Harp & Candlelight

Christmas 2016

Christmas Day Family Service

December 25 - 10 a.m. Carols and the Christmas Story

December Calendar
Friday, December 2
6 p.m. C.A.S.T. 1st - 5th graders perform Rumpelstiltskin,
Simkins Hall
Saturday, December 3
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Rehearsal for Christmas Concert, Sanctuary
3 p.m. C.A.S.T. 1st - 5th graders perform Rumpelstiltskin,
Simkins Hall
Sunday, December 4 - Holy Communion
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, Alcove
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas, Simkins Hall
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
7:30 p.m. First UMC Christmas Concert, Sanctuary, Reception
to follow, Simkins Hall
Saturday, December 10
10 a.m. Sacred Yoga, Fireside Room
4 p.m. Messy Church, Simkins Hall/Chapel
Sunday, December 11
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, Alcove
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas, Simkins Hall
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
Friday, December 16
4 p.m. Preschool Christmas Concert, Simkins Hall
Sunday, December 18 - Lessons & Carols • Children’s Church
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project (last Sunday), Alcove
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas, Simkins Hall
2:30 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6:15 p.m. UMYF Christmas Party, Fireside Room
Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
4 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Service, Sanctuary
11 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, Sanctuary
12:00 a.m. - 1 a.m. College Students Reunion, Fireside Room
Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day
10 a.m. Christmas Day Worship, (Family Sunday, children remain
in Worship, no Sunday School,) Sanctuary
CHURCH CAMPUS CLOSED: December 26 - December 30

WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
9 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Mondays) Offsite
Tuesdays: 7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Luncheon, Workroom
Thursdays: 7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew (1st & 3rd Sundays) Offsite
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
		
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Wednesday, December 7: 7 p.m. Methodist Foundation
Meeting, CR-A
SUNDAYS-AT-A-GLANCE
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
3 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Rehearsal, CHR
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6:15 p.m. United Methodist Youth Fellowship, Youth Lounge
DISCIPLE: WHOLE HEARTED 2017
It’s not too late to fill out & turn in your giving card for 2017. The
church budget for 2017 depends on the pledges we receive. The
giving card can be found in the pew racks, in the church office, and
online: www.santamonicaumc.org/give.

Advent Devotional 2016

2016 Church/Charge Conference

The Spiritual Formation Council invites you to pick up your Advent
Devotional at the Sunday Hospitality Table or in the church office.
The devotional is written by First UMC members and provides a
wonderful opportunity to share Advent with family and friends.
This year’s theme is “Though the Darkness Hide Thee.” Sign up
to receive the daily email devotionals: santamonicaumc.org/
adventdevotionals2016.

Angel Tree Project
The annual Angel Tree Project began Sunday November 27. First
UMC is supporting Family Place of Upward Bound House with
household items for the families and their apartments. Stop by the
Angel Tree table during Coffee Fellowship on Sunday mornings in
Simkins Hall to choose a gift. Then return wrapped gifts back to
the Angel Tree table or the church office by Sunday December 18.

West District Superintendent
Rev. Mark M. Nakagawa

C.A.S.T. presents
Rumplestiltskin
Children’s After School Theater 1st - 5th
graders present Rumplestiltskin. This humorous
and enchanting musical brings the classic story
of Rumplestiltskin to life with delightful songs,
dancing, and clever dialogue. Purchase tickets
online: www. santamonicaumc.org/cast, and at the door.
$10 adults/$5 kids, seniors.

Rev. Patricia Farris was
presented with a Birthday
cake during Charge
Conference, made by First
UMC member Kim Crawford.

Showtimes in Simkins Hall:
Friday December 2, 6 p.m. / Saturday December 3, 5 p.m.

Christmas Concert
First UMC’s Music Ministry Director
Dr. James E. Smith conducts A
Christmas Celebration, featuring
Giacomo Puccini’s Gloria from
Messa di Gloria for Choir and
Chamber Orchestra, with William
Grundler, tenor soloist, and the
annual An Evening of Carols, Etc. with audience participation.
Ty Woodward, organist, will be joined by the Mark Twain
Ringers directed by Ron Theile, and spoken words will be read
by Rev. Patricia Farris. Suggested donation at the door is $10,
seniors and children under 12, $5. Childcare will be available.
Don’t miss this yearly event which, for many, sets the mood for
the coming Christmas season.
*For those who can’t attend Sunday night, you may observe the
Concert rehearsal Saturday morning at 9 a.m. at no charge.
Carols and readings rehearsal begins at 11 a.m. Out of courtesy
to the musicians please no cell phones; families with babies/small
children may listen from the Narthex.
Sunday December 4: 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary. Reception to follow
in Simkins Hall.

Russ Whittenburg (behind plaque) presents the
Legacy Circle plaque during Charge Conference.

Messy Church
Sunday nights
with UMYF

Scenes from the Children &
Youth Ministry

Sunday School

Alternative Christmas 2016
by Linda Diane Anderson

October Happenings at First UMC

Missions Council has the antidote for “Black Friday” – the
Alternative Christmas Fair. Each year, Missions Council prayerfully
selects local and global mission projects. You may make a
donation to any of the projects as a gift to a friend or loved one,
and send a card announcing your gift:
1. Actions of the Heart: Empowers women to work in orphanages
and to know the love of God through music and the Bible.
2. InnerChange: Helps the poor to transform their communities.
3. Children Youth and Family Collaborative: Tutors, mentors,
and guides foster youth.
4. Family Place and Family Shelter: Shelters and serves
homeless families.
5. 2017 Haiti Work Team: Continuing our commitment to a
missional relationship with the Haitian United Methodist Church.
6. Heifer Project: Supports self-reliance for families in
developing countries.
7. Harvest Home: Houses and nurtures women in crisis pregnancies.
8. The People Concern (OPCC/Lamp Community United):
This year OPCC joined with Skid Row’s Lamp Community to
form a new agency, The People Concern, with the goal that all
persons should be housed, healthy, and safe.
9. UCLA Wesley Foundation: UCLA Wesley Foundation serves
UCLA students through weekly worship, community service, and
fellowship.
10. Habitat for Humanity Culver City Build: Habitat for
Humanity of Greater Los Angeles makes home ownership
possible for hardworking, low-income families and individuals.

The White Ribbon Memorial in the
Sanctuary, and simple church.
All Saints Sunday worship.

UMW Holiday Boutique.

Sundays, December 4, 11, 18: 11 a.m. Simkins Hall

Sacred Yoga
Santa Monica yoga instructor Temitope
leads Sacred Yoga, a monthly spiritual
yoga class open to all. Whether you are
new to yoga and meditation or practice
regularly, this class is the perfect way
to find stillness in your mind and body as well as center and
strengthen your spirit. Bring a mat. Donations welcome.
The United Methodist Youth Fellowship,
baking and selling Cakes for a Cause.

The Preschool Fall Festival,
Chili Contest, and activities
for the kids.

Saturday, December 10: 10 a.m. Fireside Room

Messy Church
Messy Church is a monthly worship where we learn about
God’s love through crafts, activities, story and a shared meal.
Children, families, and adults of all ages are welcome to
this worship experience. At Messy Church we grow in our
relationship with God and with one another. We begin in
Simkins Hall for a short introduction to the theme and activities
(December’s theme: Messy Christmas). Then, we gather in the
Chapel for music and worship. Lastly, we enjoy a meal together
back in Simkins Hall. Invite your friends and family and be
ready to get messy!
Saturday December 10: 4 - 6 p.m. Chapel and Simkins Hall

Poinsettias
Beautiful poinsettias will once again grace our
sanctuary for the Lessons & Carols Sunday service
and Christmas Eve Services. Order at the Sunday
Hospitality Table or in the church office. Each plant is $12, and
may be picked up after 11 p.m. Christmas Eve service or on
Christmas Day. Deadline to order is December 13.

2016 Pledge Contributions Due!
The end of the year is coming. Some of you have said you
will be out of town in the last days of the year. Others of
you have said you won’t know about your total giving ability
until you know various personal financial results. Members
face these year-end issues every year, and we are here
to work with you to achieve your giving goals. You may
always contact Christina Eddy (c.eddy@santamonicaumc.
org) to arrange your giving at this busy time of year. Our
church office is closed December 25 - January 1, but special
arrangements can be made.
• Give at one of these remaining worship services Dec 4, 11,
18, 25.
• Mail your check postmarked by 12/31/2016.
• Contribute online at santamonicaumc.org/give.
• Use your bank’s bill pay system.
• If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask for a
transfer to be completed by 12/31/2016.
• Bring your gift to the church office.
• Lastly, if you are paying in January for the 2016 year, be
sure to date your check 2016 and mark your check “prior
year fulfillment.”
• Giving statements will be prepared and mailed out Friday,
January 6, 2016.
Thank you for making a difference in countless lives in our
community and around the world.

Looking Forward
JANUARY HIGHLIGHTS
6 - 8 – UMYF Retreat
11 – Mid-Week Recital Series begins
The first of the Music Program’s Mid-Week recitals begin with
Sean O’Neal on organ. This free concert is in the First UMC
Sanctuary from 12:10 to 12:40 p.m., followed by a reception
with the artist in the Fireside Room.
14 – Messy Church
15 – Book Study/Potluck
20 – A.C.T. presents: Hello Dolly!
All Community Theater performs Hello Dolly!, the story of Dolly
Levi (a strong-willed matchmaker), as she travels to Yonkers, New
York, to find a match for the miserly “well-known unmarried halfa-millionaire” Horace Vandergelder. In doing so she convinces
his niece, his niece’s intended, and Horace’s two clerks to travel to
New York City. Friday January 20, 7 p.m., Saturday January 21,
7 p.m., Sunday, January 23, 1 p.m.
29 – Youth/Scout Sunday

simple church
pray. love. serve.
This Advent simple church will be reflecting on the
prayerful practice of waiting. It seems so contradictory
that these weeks leading up to Christmas have become a
season where the weight of our calendars seems almost
overwhelming. As Christians we gently push back on
this narrative claiming that sitting quietly and patiently
waiting allows us to prepare for a new revelation
of God’s life-giving love. Our themes will focus on
the meaning we find in the waiting as we practice
mindfulness, transformation, signs and wonders, and God
with us. Sundays 5 p.m., because a calm, centered and
compassionate life is possible. – Rev. Robert English
simple church December themes:
DEC 4 - finding meaning in the waiting: transformation
DEC 11 - finding meaning in the waiting: signs and wonders
DEC 18 - finding meaning in the waiting: God is with us
DEC 25 - no simple church

HAITI 2017
Next year’s Haiti Mission trip is scheduled for March 3-12,
2017. The team will be comprised of First UMC members and
those who are part of the life of our congregation. Preference
will be given to first-time participants. Co-leaders will be Todd
& Sherry Erlandson. Fundraising, pre-trip meetings/prep are
required. If you are interested in participating or want to
learn more, contact Rev. English: r.english@santamonicaumc.org.

Haiti 2016

Our Sanctuary: Symbols of Hope

Congratulations

by Ron Theile
“As a member of this congregation and of the Chancel Choir, I often find
myself gazing upon our beautiful sanctuary. There are times I look out
from the choir loft to witness those who are worshipping doing the same.
It could be while we are preparing for worship, praying, listening
to scripture or being moved by the music of worship.
“This series will help to guide us as we look at, and think about, the many
sights and symbols that surround us as we worship. They are all symbols
of hope, so that we will all be inspired to be the hope.” – Ron Theile

Part 10: For the month of December, we begin our window tour
of the Grand Gallery. We will begin with the birth of our Lord
(Nativity Window) and continue through to the resurrection in
April.
The Nativity Window announces “For
unto you is born in the City of David a
Savior” (Luke 2:11) and contains very
recognizable symbols. At the top is the
Star of Bethlehem which guides the The
Three Kings, represented here by the three
crowns. Towards the bottom is the manger
which suggest lowliness and poverty that
surrounded Jesus.
The three figures that occupy the window
are obviously the Family (please allow
me to present my interpretation knowing
everyone has their own). Joseph stands
over the other two. His hand is over his
heart as if giving thanks for this precious
moment. Mary is robed in royal blue
which I believe signifies the royalty of
the new born King. Her other robe is
red. Could this be a sign of what is to
come? Is it a sign foretelling the ultimate
sacrifice, the cruxifixction, to save humankind? The baby Jesus is held and He has
outstretched arms and is clothed in strips of cloth. Surely, with
outstretched arms, one would think this a symbol of the suffering
He is to endure on the cross. Looking upon this window Sunday
after Sunday, from my seat in the choir, has generated another
thought of this Child’s outstretched arms. I would like to offer
the idea that His outstretched arms are welcoming the viewer
to an embrace. That is, Christ envelopes us with His love and
grace.
This magnificent window begins the story that spells hope for
all. It is the story of the Son of God who came to teach love
and forgiveness for all who believe. He taught that through all
our faults, God loves us.
This window is a symbol of hope, so that we can be the hope.

FIRST UMC
COMMUNITY
Condolences
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of
these departed loved ones:
• Virginia Davis, who died September 29, at the age of 108.
• With deep sadness, we learned of the death of Tom Harmon
on November 13. Tom was a 23+ year member of First UMC
and our Principal Organist from 1972-1983 and 1992-2001.
Tom’s contributions to our music ministry as well as to the organs
in our Sanctuary and Chapel are too numerous to list here. We
give thanks to God for his life and life everlasting, and for
the privilege of knowing him and serving alongside him. A
Memorial Service will be planned for late February 2017.
Cards may be sent to Sue Harmon:
510 Liberty Street, Ashland Oregon 97520
• First UMC member Shannon Bahk, who died November 26.

Births
• Ruby Louise Correa, born September 20, to mother Kristin
Rasmussen and father David Correa, and grand-daughter to
First UMC members Ken Rasmussen and Lesley Kawaguchi.

Preschool Corner
Preschool Fall Festival!

DeCEMBER PRESCHOOL EVENTS:
DEC 16: Preschool Christmas Program 4:00 p.m.
Fundraiser at El Cholo following.
DEC 19: Santa Visiting Preschool!
DEC 26 - JAN 2: Winter Break - no classes
JAN 3: School Resumes
Month

ly Value:
December - Gratitu
de

• Blessings upon Ann Wagner and David Wilson who have
announced their engagement to be married.
• to Jim Smith, for the feature in the November edition of
Choral Journal of the piece commissioned in honor of Jim’s 50th
Year Celebration at First UMC – “Glory” (With Joyful Song and
Tender Mirth) written by Kirke Mechem. The article is entitled,
“Kirke Mechem: Songs of My Old Age and the Lost Art of
Choral Storytelling.”

Thank You!
• to Charlsa Boone for laundering all of the acolyte and
crucifer robes this fall. Her generous donation of time and
service towards this meaningful ministry is appreciated!
• to Allan Walker for taking photographs at all First UMC
events throughout the year so that we can publish them every
month in the Sentinel, and so that they may live on in the
historical archives of the church.

simple church
pray. love. serve.
This Advent simple church will be reflecting on the
prayerful practice of waiting. It seems so contradictory
that these weeks leading up to Christmas have become a
season where the weight of our calendars seems almost
overwhelming. As Christians we gently push back on
this narrative claiming that sitting quietly and patiently
waiting allows us to prepare for a new revelation
of God’s life-giving love. Our themes will focus on
the meaning we find in the waiting as we practice
mindfulness, transformation, signs and wonders, and God
with us. Sundays 5 p.m., because a calm, centered and
compassionate life is possible. – Rev. Robert English
simple church December themes:
DEC 4 - finding meaning in the waiting: transformation
DEC 11 - finding meaning in the waiting: signs and wonders
DEC 18 - finding meaning in the waiting: God is with us
DEC 25 - no simple church
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2017. The team will be comprised of First UMC members and
those who are part of the life of our congregation. Preference
will be given to first-time participants. Co-leaders will be Todd
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learn more, contact Rev. English: r.english@santamonicaumc.org.
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Missions Council has the antidote for “Black Friday” – the
Alternative Christmas Fair. Each year, Missions Council prayerfully
selects local and global mission projects. You may make a
donation to any of the projects as a gift to a friend or loved one,
and send a card announcing your gift:
1. Actions of the Heart: Empowers women to work in orphanages
and to know the love of God through music and the Bible.
2. InnerChange: Helps the poor to transform their communities.
3. Children Youth and Family Collaborative: Tutors, mentors,
and guides foster youth.
4. Family Place and Family Shelter: Shelters and serves
homeless families.
5. 2017 Haiti Work Team: Continuing our commitment to a
missional relationship with the Haitian United Methodist Church.
6. Heifer Project: Supports self-reliance for families in
developing countries.
7. Harvest Home: Houses and nurtures women in crisis pregnancies.
8. The People Concern (OPCC/Lamp Community United):
This year OPCC joined with Skid Row’s Lamp Community to
form a new agency, The People Concern, with the goal that all
persons should be housed, healthy, and safe.
9. UCLA Wesley Foundation: UCLA Wesley Foundation serves
UCLA students through weekly worship, community service, and
fellowship.
10. Habitat for Humanity Culver City Build: Habitat for
Humanity of Greater Los Angeles makes home ownership
possible for hardworking, low-income families and individuals.
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yoga class open to all. Whether you are
new to yoga and meditation or practice
regularly, this class is the perfect way
to find stillness in your mind and body as well as center and
strengthen your spirit. Bring a mat. Donations welcome.
The United Methodist Youth Fellowship,
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God’s love through crafts, activities, story and a shared meal.
Children, families, and adults of all ages are welcome to
this worship experience. At Messy Church we grow in our
relationship with God and with one another. We begin in
Simkins Hall for a short introduction to the theme and activities
(December’s theme: Messy Christmas). Then, we gather in the
Chapel for music and worship. Lastly, we enjoy a meal together
back in Simkins Hall. Invite your friends and family and be
ready to get messy!
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Beautiful poinsettias will once again grace our
sanctuary for the Lessons & Carols Sunday service
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face these year-end issues every year, and we are here
to work with you to achieve your giving goals. You may
always contact Christina Eddy (c.eddy@santamonicaumc.
org) to arrange your giving at this busy time of year. Our
church office is closed December 25 - January 1, but special
arrangements can be made.
• Give at one of these remaining worship services Dec 4, 11,
18, 25.
• Mail your check postmarked by 12/31/2016.
• Contribute online at santamonicaumc.org/give.
• Use your bank’s bill pay system.
• If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask for a
transfer to be completed by 12/31/2016.
• Bring your gift to the church office.
• Lastly, if you are paying in January for the 2016 year, be
sure to date your check 2016 and mark your check “prior
year fulfillment.”
• Giving statements will be prepared and mailed out Friday,
January 6, 2016.
Thank you for making a difference in countless lives in our
community and around the world.

Looking Forward
JANUARY HIGHLIGHTS
6 - 8 – UMYF Retreat
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The first of the Music Program’s Mid-Week recitals begin with
Sean O’Neal on organ. This free concert is in the First UMC
Sanctuary from 12:10 to 12:40 p.m., followed by a reception
with the artist in the Fireside Room.
14 – Messy Church
15 – Book Study/Potluck
20 – A.C.T. presents: Hello Dolly!
All Community Theater performs Hello Dolly!, the story of Dolly
Levi (a strong-willed matchmaker), as she travels to Yonkers, New
York, to find a match for the miserly “well-known unmarried halfa-millionaire” Horace Vandergelder. In doing so she convinces
his niece, his niece’s intended, and Horace’s two clerks to travel to
New York City. Friday January 20, 7 p.m., Saturday January 21,
7 p.m., Sunday, January 23, 1 p.m.
29 – Youth/Scout Sunday

December Calendar
Friday, December 2
6 p.m. C.A.S.T. 1st - 5th graders perform Rumpelstiltskin,
Simkins Hall
Saturday, December 3
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Rehearsal for Christmas Concert, Sanctuary
3 p.m. C.A.S.T. 1st - 5th graders perform Rumpelstiltskin,
Simkins Hall
Sunday, December 4 - Holy Communion
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, Alcove
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas, Simkins Hall
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
7:30 p.m. First UMC Christmas Concert, Sanctuary, Reception
to follow, Simkins Hall
Saturday, December 10
10 a.m. Sacred Yoga, Fireside Room
4 p.m. Messy Church, Simkins Hall/Chapel
Sunday, December 11
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, Alcove
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas, Simkins Hall
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
Friday, December 16
4 p.m. Preschool Christmas Concert, Simkins Hall
Sunday, December 18 - Lessons & Carols • Children’s Church
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project (last Sunday), Alcove
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas, Simkins Hall
2:30 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6:15 p.m. UMYF Christmas Party, Fireside Room
Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
4 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Service, Sanctuary
11 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, Sanctuary
12:00 a.m. - 1 a.m. College Students Reunion, Fireside Room
Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day
10 a.m. Christmas Day Worship, (Family Sunday, children remain
in Worship, no Sunday School,) Sanctuary
CHURCH CAMPUS CLOSED: December 26 - December 30

WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
9 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Mondays) Offsite
Tuesdays: 7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Luncheon, Workroom
Thursdays: 7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew (1st & 3rd Sundays) Offsite
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
		
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Wednesday, December 7: 7 p.m. Methodist Foundation
Meeting, CR-A
SUNDAYS-AT-A-GLANCE
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
3 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Rehearsal, CHR
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6:15 p.m. United Methodist Youth Fellowship, Youth Lounge
DISCIPLE: WHOLE HEARTED 2017
It’s not too late to fill out & turn in your giving card for 2017. The
church budget for 2017 depends on the pledges we receive. The
giving card can be found in the pew racks, in the church office, and
online: www.santamonicaumc.org/give.

Advent Devotional 2016

2016 Church/Charge Conference

The Spiritual Formation Council invites you to pick up your Advent
Devotional at the Sunday Hospitality Table or in the church office.
The devotional is written by First UMC members and provides a
wonderful opportunity to share Advent with family and friends.
This year’s theme is “Though the Darkness Hide Thee.” Sign up
to receive the daily email devotionals: santamonicaumc.org/
adventdevotionals2016.

Angel Tree Project
The annual Angel Tree Project began Sunday November 27. First
UMC is supporting Family Place of Upward Bound House with
household items for the families and their apartments. Stop by the
Angel Tree table during Coffee Fellowship on Sunday mornings in
Simkins Hall to choose a gift. Then return wrapped gifts back to
the Angel Tree table or the church office by Sunday December 18.

West District Superintendent
Rev. Mark M. Nakagawa

C.A.S.T. presents
Rumplestiltskin
Children’s After School Theater 1st - 5th
graders present Rumplestiltskin. This humorous
and enchanting musical brings the classic story
of Rumplestiltskin to life with delightful songs,
dancing, and clever dialogue. Purchase tickets
online: www. santamonicaumc.org/cast, and at the door.
$10 adults/$5 kids, seniors.

Rev. Patricia Farris was
presented with a Birthday
cake during Charge
Conference, made by First
UMC member Kim Crawford.

Showtimes in Simkins Hall:
Friday December 2, 6 p.m. / Saturday December 3, 5 p.m.

Christmas Concert
First UMC’s Music Ministry Director
Dr. James E. Smith conducts A
Christmas Celebration, featuring
Giacomo Puccini’s Gloria from
Messa di Gloria for Choir and
Chamber Orchestra, with William
Grundler, tenor soloist, and the
annual An Evening of Carols, Etc. with audience participation.
Ty Woodward, organist, will be joined by the Mark Twain
Ringers directed by Ron Theile, and spoken words will be read
by Rev. Patricia Farris. Suggested donation at the door is $10,
seniors and children under 12, $5. Childcare will be available.
Don’t miss this yearly event which, for many, sets the mood for
the coming Christmas season.
*For those who can’t attend Sunday night, you may observe the
Concert rehearsal Saturday morning at 9 a.m. at no charge.
Carols and readings rehearsal begins at 11 a.m. Out of courtesy
to the musicians please no cell phones; families with babies/small
children may listen from the Narthex.
Sunday December 4: 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary. Reception to follow
in Simkins Hall.

Russ Whittenburg (behind plaque) presents the
Legacy Circle plaque during Charge Conference.

Messy Church
Sunday nights
with UMYF

Scenes from the Children &
Youth Ministry

Sunday School
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Chapel Open for Prayer: Mon - Fri, 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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On the Website
Visit the Advent 2016 page on the website to get informed
about events of the season, including the First UMC
Christmas concert, Lessons & Carols, and the Christmas
worship services. You may also sign up for the Advent
Devotional, to receive a daily email devotional:

December 2016

HORIZONS
Advent 2016
Recently, our street was blocked off for a day for the filming of a trailer for a new TBS holiday show called
Instant Christmas. I don’t know what the show will be about, but the title amused me and appealed to me.
Maybe we can fast-forward to the day itself, all tasks accomplished, everyone merry and bright. Or not…

www.santamonicaumc.org/advent-christmas

Advent is a gift of the ancient church to us, these four weeks of waiting in the dark and yearning for the
dawning light. We’re all weary and a bit ragged, aren’t we, worn out by the acrimony of the too-long
political campaign. Regardless of how we voted, my sense is that we’re all longing for something better, truly brighter, a kind of
dignity, respect, and harmony that seems tarnished and fragile.
I invite you to set aside some time this Advent for worship, for prayer, for sitting with the Word of God, for waiting in the darkness
so as to be truly ready to embrace the birth of the Christ Child. I invite you to reach out to others and build bridges. I invite you, as
disciples, to be part of re-weaving the fabric that is our common life together.

WORSHIP – SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER
DECEMBER 4
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

DECEMBER 18
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

2nd Sunday of Advent /Holy Communion

Lessons & Carols • Children’s Church

Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

5 p.m. simple church

Sermon by Rev. Robert English
Theme– finding meaning in the waiting: transformation

DECEMBER 11
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
3rd Sunday of Advent

Senior Minister

Lessons & Carols

December 18 - 10 a.m. The annual worship service of music and word.

Sermon by Rev. Robert English
Theme– finding meaning in the waiting: God is with us

Christmas Eve Family Service

A “No Muss, No Fuss” Christmas Pageant for all ages. Costumes will be
available at the door for all children to participate.

DECEMBER 25
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Christmas Day Family Service
Carols and the Christmas Story

5 p.m. simple church

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Sermon by Rev. Robert English
Theme– finding meaning in the waiting: signs & wonders

For Though the Darkness Hide Thee, God is waiting, too, in the shadows, in the deepest dark valleys, to once again proclaim the Promise
of the Ages and come to live among us, to be with us, in the One who is the Light of the World.

no simple church

December 24 - 4 p.m. Children & Youth Choirs

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24 - 11 p.m. Choir, Organ, Harp & Candlelight

Christmas 2016

Christmas Day Family Service

December 25 - 10 a.m. Carols and the Christmas Story

