
Those of you of a certain age may remember the popular videogame called “Where in the World is 
Carmen Sandiego?”  A global spy series designed to teach kids geography and to inspire curiosity, it is 
now available as a “retro game” through its app.  

Even if you’re not searching around the world for Carmen Sandiego, you may from time to time look at 
the news and dare to ask or at least privately wonder:  “Where in the world is God?”  I don’t intend to 
be sacrilegious in posing this question, but rather to acknowledge the way we all feel after one too many 
stories of atrocity, war, global warming, and the like.  Reminds me of the refrain from the old spiritual…

”Oh, sometimes, it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble….”

As the name of this newsletter, “Sentinel,” and this column, “Horizons,” remind, part of our work as people of faith is to look to the 
far horizons, to keep watch and perceive what’s really happening before it’s totally apparent.  Actually, it’s what the author of the 
Book of the Hebrews meant when asserting:  “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”

So take in the news, but look beyond.  Be strategically serious about what’s happening in the world, but also remember the promises 
of God.  For God said:  “…surely I know the plans I have for you,’ says the LORD,’ plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give 
you a future with hope.”

Be the hope.
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Church Office Hours: Tues - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Chapel Open for Prayer: Tues - Fri, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

 On the Website
Have you checked out the church calendar lately?  First UMC is 
now using CalendarWiz as our web-based church calendar.  The 
feature we are most excited about is the Categories.  
Categories allow visitors to view one or multiple calendars at a 
time such as Ministry/Committee Meetings & Events, Preaching 
Schedule, Bible Study, and Ways to Serve, just to name a few.

Have a look and tell us what you think!
www.calendarwiz.com/santamonicaumc
...or, click on the calendar image from any page on the church 
website.

Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School is a one week long, half-day summer 
program full of fun, music, scripture and stories, science 
projects, prayer and missions.  It is available to kids ages 5 to 
11 years old (or starting Kindergarten in the fall – 5th grade).

The theme this year is “Hero Central: Discover Your Strength 
in God!” Over the course of our VBS week, we will go on 
awesome adventures alongside some of our favorite Bible 
heroes and discover the qualities that make us truly heroic 
in God.  We will use music, science, crafts, heroic recreation, 
and fantastic Bible stories to help kids discover their strength 
in God.  There is a small fee per child/family.  Youth in 6th 
through 12th grade are welcome to volunteer while earning 
their Community Service Credit.  www.santamonicaumc.org/
vbs. 

Monday, July 31 – Friday, August 4: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Meets in Simkins Hall.

WORSHIP – SUNDAYS IN AUGUST

AUGUST 6 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Holy Communion • 9th Sunday after Pentecost
Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

AUGUST 20 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

11th Sunday after Pentecost
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

AUGUST 13 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

10th Sunday after Pentecost
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

AUGUST 27 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

12th Sunday after Pentecost
Sermon by Rev. Robert English

5 p.m. simple church



Big & Small
Animal art exhibit to promote love for all God’s 
creatures, in all sizes.

First UMC is excited to announce a call-out to all artists, 
animal artists to be exact, in the community!  Submit your 
animal paintings, photographs, sketches or what have you 
by September 1. 
The exhibit will open Saturday September 30 during the 
annual First UMC Blessing of 
the Animals.  All artists invited 
to attend.  After service stay 
for light refreshments, photo 
booth fun, and craft activities.
Send submissions and inquiries 
to Shalimar Carducci s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org.

AUGUST Calendar
Tuesday, August 1
9 a.m. Vacation Bible School (thru Friday Aug. 4), Simkins Hall
Saturday, August 5
9 a.m. - 10 p.m. Relay for Life, Santa Monica College
Saturday, August 12 - No Messy Church in August
6 p.m. UMC Dodger Night, Dodger Stadium
Sunday, August 13 - Faith in Action
Saturday, August 19
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, August 20 - Baptism
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
2:30 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
Saturday, August 26
8:45 a.m. Breakfast at the Beach with Family Connection and 
Messy Church, Santa Monica Beach 
10 a.m. Sacred Yoga, Fireside Room
Sunday, August 27 - Blessing of the Backpacks

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Tuesday, August 8
6 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting, CR-A

SUMMER WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
9 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Mondays), Offsite 
Tuesdays: 7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. United Methodist Women Workparty, 
Workroom 
    SUMMER SUNDAYS-AT-A-GLANCE
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room 
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101 
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204 
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg. 
11a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
 

Relay for Life  
(*One Day Only)  
The American Cancer Society’s annual 
Relay for Life will be held on Corsair 
Field at Santa Monica College. The 
Health Ministry Council is sponsoring 
church member Chris Reagh’s continued 
efforts to support this worthy cause.  Put on your walking shoes 
and come join community supporters.  If your time is limited, 
the Opening Ceremonies from 9-11a.m. is an opportunity to 
witness and support the Survivors Lap.

Relay for Life strives to bring communities together to remember 
loved ones lost, honor survivors of all cancers, and raise money 
to help the American Cancer Society make a global impact on 
cancer.  For more information visit: www.relayforlife.org, search 
for team captain Chris Reagh/ Team Wesley Walkers, to find 
First UMC’s page.

Relay for Life: Saturday August 5, 9 a.m. - 10 p.m. (*this year, 
one day only)  Santa Monica College (1900 Pico Blvd.)

Sacred Yoga
Sacred Yoga has met one Saturday 
a month for practice, stillness and a 
talk. Saturday August 26 will be the 
final Sacred Yoga class of the season. 
Instructor Temitope is heading to Africa on an extended spiritual 
pilgrimage.  Sacred Yoga will be on hiatus starting in September 
as we send Temitope off with our prayers and gratitude for 
leading and guiding our Sacred Yoga practice over the past 
year and a half.

Sacred Yoga: Saturday August 26, 10 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Breakfast at the Beach
Family Connection and Messy Church present Breakfast on the 
Beach.  Mark your calendars for a fun breakfast meet-up in 
our own “backyard.”  Bagels, fruit and coffee will be provided. 
Invite your friends and bring the entire family. Contact Rev. 
Robert English to be in the Messy Church email list: r.english@
santamonicaumc.org, or go to www.santamonicaumc.org/
messychurch.

Breakfast at the Beach:
Saturday, August 26, 
8:30 a.m.
Santa Monica Beach 
(off Ocean Park Blvd, 
between lifeguard 
stations 26 & 27).

Condolences
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends 
of these departed loved ones: 

• Former First UMC member Harvey Bondurant, who died 
June 3.

• First UMC member Terri Rae Elmer’s mother Nancy Elmer, 
who died July 5.

• First UMC member Connie Casillas, who died July 12. 
A funeral was held July 18 in the Sanctuary, followed by a 
reception in Simkins Hall.

• Jim Farrand, husband of First UMC member Laura 
Farrand, who died July 13.

• First UMC member Lucy Casillas Beteta died July 24.

• 50+ year First UMC member Mary Louise Knowlton died 
May 28.  A memorial service will be held August 26.

Baptisms
• Luke Wallis Sarley, son of Kylie and Jon Sarley, and brother 
of Ada, was baptized by Rev. Patricia Farris on June 4.
• Mia Lane Eskridge, daughter of Adam and Brittany 
Eskridge, little sister of Caleb, and granddaughter to Mike 
and Patty Eskridge, was baptized by Rev. Patricia Farris on 
June 25.

Congratulations
• to Christian Dodd on passing his EMT (Emergency Medical 
Technicians) National Registry course.

• to Arthur & Yvonne Dodd on celebrating their 60th 
wedding anniversary.

FIRST UMC
COMMUNITY

Habitat for Humanity Update
by Jill Obery-Dodd
Thanks again to everyone as we 
reached our fundraising goal for our 
Coalition house! Sign ups are underway 
for the Patience House build.  The First 
UMC Volunteer Liaisons are working 
on scheduling our church team.  Not a 
builder?  Lunch crew volunteers are needed as well!  

Requirements:
• No previous experience is required, just willingness to learn 
and work hard. All the tools and equipment will be provided.
• All volunteers will be required to fill out and bring Habitat for 
Humanity Volunteer Form, the Emergency Contact Form and the 
Waiver and Release of Liability Form.  A Volunteer Liaison will 
send out these forms.
• All volunteers must be at least 16 years of age to work on the 
construction sites.
• Minors (16 years or older) must have a parent or guardian 
sign the Waiver and Release of Liability Form and bring it to 
the construction site on their volunteer day.
What to Bring to the Construction Site:
• Sturdy, closed toed shoes (required).
• Sunscreen, hat and glasses (optional).
• A water bottle! We have large jugs of water on site to refill.

Pick up a Volunteer Interest Online Form from the Sunday 
Hospitality table, or go online: www.santamonicaumc.org/habitat. 

School Supplies Needed
for Upward Bound House 

Until August 13, First UMC will be taking donations of backpacks 
and school supplies for Family Place at Upward Bound House.  

  Goal: 50 Supplied Backpacks!  
Items you may bring include: Backpacks • Glue sticks • Scissors 

• Ballpoint pens • No. 2 pencils • Colored pencils • Pencil 
sharpener • Large pink eraser • Water-based markers • 

Four-ounce bottle of white glue • Highlighters • Three-ring binder 
• Loose-leaf notebook paper • Pocket folders (two pockets) • 

Rulers • Crayons • Index Cards • 2 oz. Antibacterial Hand Soap. 

You may drop off supplies in the box in the narthex, at the 
Hospitality Table, or in the church office.  Sunday School’s Faith 
in Action will assemble the backpacks on Sunday August 13 and 
will give to UBH the following week. 
 
Let’s give the kids of Upward 
Bound House supplies for their 
first day of school!

Communications Survey Coming!
First UMC Communications team will be conducting a short survey 
to learn how we can better inform you, the church community, 
with the information you want.  And the best part?  For every 
completed survey submitted, a $1 donation will be made to 
a ministry of your choice! (see list below.) The survey will be 
emailed out in September (be sure you're on the church email list.)  
Hard copies will also be available in the church office and at the 
Sunday Hospitality Table.

• C.A.S.T. (Children's After School Theater) • Children's Ministry • 
Community Meal • Facility Beautification Fund

• Fellowship and Events • Flower Fund • General
• Habitat for Humanity • Haiti Mission • Health Ministry

• Music Ministry • Prayer Quilt Ministry • Preschool
• Youth Ministry

Not sure if you're on the First UMC email list, or would like to sign 
up? Go to:  http://eepurl.com/cfUgX.

Blessing of the Backpacks 2017
Back to school already!? Yes, indeed! And First UMC has you 
covered.  Bring your backpacks, handbags, computer carriers, 
and wallets to worship for our annual Blessing of the Backpacks. 

Blessing of the Backpacks: August 27, 10 a.m., during worship
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Preschool Corner
June/July Happenings at First UMCPRESCHOOL EVENTS FOR AUGUST

August 7: Summer Camp Week 3 (optional)
August 24: Preschool Back-to-School Night 
5-7 p.m., Simkins Hall
August 25: Preschool Open House 9-10 a.m. 

“When I see you through my eyes, I think that we are different. 
When I see you through my heart, I know we are the same.”

Learning about gardening with 
Preschool parent Nat Zappia

El Cholo field trip

Spring Concert CD Now Available!
If you missed the First UMC 
Spring Concert of the premiere 
performance of Requiem of 
Rememberance, or came to the 
show but would like to hear it 
again, now’s your chance to pick 
up the CD!  Written by First UMC 
choir member Michael McClish, 
(Requiem) and John Rutter 
(excerpts from The Gift of Life), 
the CD features the complete 
works from the show. The CD 
is available at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table after worship 
for $10, or call the church office 
to reserve a copy. 

The UMW hosted a luncheon honoring 
High School graduates Meg Smith, 
Carly Rapoport and Jamie Jones.

Scholarship Sunday

Father’s Day: “Who knows what special day it is?”

Ron Theile leading Laity Sunday

Baptism of Mia Lane Eskridge

Baptism of Luke Wallis Sarley

2017 Confirmands

Photobooth Pics from Summerfest

August Art in the Fireside Room
First UMC welcomes church member 
Emily Payne as she displays 
her recent photographs in the 
Fireside Room. Based in nature, the 
photographs focus on color, detail, 
and the gentle side of life. 
Emily Payne in the Fireside Room: 
opens Sunday August 6.

Painting of the 
First UMC Steeple 
and Sanctuary is 
underway! 

Anson Nordby 
(right) has been 
instrumental in 
overseeing the 
process with the 
restoration crew.See the rest of the Summerfest pics 

on the First UMC Facebook page!
Anson gets high up the steeple
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Those of you of a certain age may remember the popular videogame called “Where in the World is 
Carmen Sandiego?”  A global spy series designed to teach kids geography and to inspire curiosity, it is 
now available as a “retro game” through its app.  

Even if you’re not searching around the world for Carmen Sandiego, you may from time to time look at 
the news and dare to ask or at least privately wonder:  “Where in the world is God?”  I don’t intend to 
be sacrilegious in posing this question, but rather to acknowledge the way we all feel after one too many 
stories of atrocity, war, global warming, and the like.  Reminds me of the refrain from the old spiritual…

”Oh, sometimes, it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble….”

As the name of this newsletter, “Sentinel,” and this column, “Horizons,” remind, part of our work as people of faith is to look to the 
far horizons, to keep watch and perceive what’s really happening before it’s totally apparent.  Actually, it’s what the author of the 
Book of the Hebrews meant when asserting:  “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”

So take in the news, but look beyond.  Be strategically serious about what’s happening in the world, but also remember the promises 
of God.  For God said:  “…surely I know the plans I have for you,’ says the LORD,’ plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give 
you a future with hope.”
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Have you checked out the church calendar lately?  First UMC is 
now using CalendarWiz as our web-based church calendar.  The 
feature we are most excited about is the Categories.  
Categories allow visitors to view one or multiple calendars at a 
time such as Ministry/Committee Meetings & Events, Preaching 
Schedule, Bible Study, and Ways to Serve, just to name a few.

Have a look and tell us what you think!
www.calendarwiz.com/santamonicaumc
...or, click on the calendar image from any page on the church 
website.

Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School is a one week long, half-day summer 
program full of fun, music, scripture and stories, science 
projects, prayer and missions.  It is available to kids ages 5 to 
11 years old (or starting Kindergarten in the fall – 5th grade).

The theme this year is “Hero Central: Discover Your Strength 
in God!” Over the course of our VBS week, we will go on 
awesome adventures alongside some of our favorite Bible 
heroes and discover the qualities that make us truly heroic 
in God.  We will use music, science, crafts, heroic recreation, 
and fantastic Bible stories to help kids discover their strength 
in God.  There is a small fee per child/family.  Youth in 6th 
through 12th grade are welcome to volunteer while earning 
their Community Service Credit.  www.santamonicaumc.org/
vbs. 

Monday, July 31 – Friday, August 4: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Meets in Simkins Hall.

WORSHIP – SUNDAYS IN AUGUST

AUGUST 6 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Holy Communion • 9th Sunday after Pentecost
Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

AUGUST 20 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

11th Sunday after Pentecost
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

AUGUST 13 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

10th Sunday after Pentecost
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

AUGUST 27 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

12th Sunday after Pentecost
Sermon by Rev. Robert English

5 p.m. simple church
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