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HORIZONS

As we gear up for the start of a new year, stay up-to-date on
with the many upcoming opportunities for spiritual growth, being
of service, Bible and book studies, and fellowship by visiting the
Upcoming Events page. You may even want to "bookmark" it for
easy access:
www.santamonicaumc.org/upcoming-events

It's been exciting over these past weeks to see the work being done on our steeple. We are so fortunate
to have been entrusted with this beautiful church. Now, with the leadership of our Trustees, we strive to
be faithful stewards of it, with the foresight and financial means to make sure that everything is wellmaintained and safe-guarded for the future.
Across these last many decades, our steeple has been a beacon of faith and hope in our community. Even
in this era of internet and Facebook, I'm amazed at how many visitors tell me that they've found their way
to worship and prayer here because they've seen our steeple.
The scaffolding that's been up has been a great advertisement as well. Many neighbors and passers-by have stopped to look and
to inquire. They, too, appreciate our investment in the community they and we love.

WORSHIP – SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER
SERMON SERIES:
Going Deeper • Faith for Such a Time as This

But with the work completed, I'm glad the scaffolding has come down. I was starting to have the feeling that our steeple was in jail,
held in, restricted in the message it could send. It's free again–and more radiant than ever.
Especially in these turbulent times, may its message of God's love, constancy, and abiding presence in our midst exuberantly witness
to abiding joy and peace.
It's time for Fall Kick-Off!

Senior Minister

SEPTEMBER 3
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship • Holy Communion

SEPTEMBER 17
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church simple church theme:

5 p.m. simple church

why I need a little bit more self-denial in my life

simple church theme:
on the power of accountability,
honesty and making amends

stay for a simple
church dinner after
5 p.m. worship to
celebrate our
1-year anniversary!

SEPTEMBER 10
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

SEPTEMBER 24
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Sermon by Rev. Robert English

5 p.m. simple church simple church theme:

5 p.m. simple church simple church theme:

on an active love that mends broken relationships and
makes us whole

on the freedom that comes when we stop keeping score

Invite your friends, neighbors, and co-workers to church
with you then stay for the First UMC Fall Kick-Off as both
the church and preschool celebrate a new year together.
Enjoy your community with delicious food, fun and
festivities for all ages!
Fall Kick-Off: Sunday September 24
11 a.m. in the First UMC Courtyard

SEPTEMBER Calendar

Sunday, September 3 - Holy Communion
Monday, September 4 - Church campus closed for Labor Day
Friday, September 8
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Dinner, Fireside Room
Saturday, September 9
4:30 p.m. Messy Church, Simkins Hall/Chapel
Sunday, September 10 - Santa Monica Classic 5k/10k, plan
your route to church
6 p.m. United Methodist Youth Fellowship Fall Kick-Off Potluck/
Meeting, Simkins Hall
Monday, September 11
5 p.m. CAST Auditions (6th-12th Graders), Simkins Hall
Saturday, September 16
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, September 17 - Children's Church
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
11:30 a.m. Loving God with Our Minds Bookstudy/Potluck, FR
2:30 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
6 p.m. simple church Celebrates 1-Year Anniversary, Simkins Hall
Saturday, September 23
2 p.m. Santa Monica Oceanaires Ice Cream Social, Off-site
Sunday, September 24
11 a.m. First UMC Church & Preschool Fall Kick-Off, Courtyard
Saturday, September 30
9 a.m. West District Lay Servant Ministries School, Off-site
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Thursday, September 7
7 p.m. Habitat Build Committee Meeting, FR
Sunday, September 10
11:15 a.m. Missions Council Meeting, Room 203
Wednesday, September 13
4 p.m. Trustees Meeting, CR-A
WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
Tuesdays: 7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
Thursdays: 7:40 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
		SUNDAYS-AT-A-GLANCE
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
11a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6 p.m. United Methodist Youth Fellowship, Youth Lounge
6:15 p.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal, Room 300

Messy Church
Messy Church resumes for the Fall!
Messy Church is an intergenerational
worship experience where we learn
about God’s love through crafts,
activities, story and a shared meal. At
Messy Church we grow in our relationship with God
and with one another. Invite your friends and family
to this church community! Be ready to get messy!
September Theme: The story of Abraham and Sarah.
Saturday, September 9, 4:30 - 6 p.m. Simkins Hall/Chapel.

Loving God with Our
Minds Book Study/Potluck
Muslims and the Making of America by
Amir Hussain
DISCUSSION LED BY THE AUTHOR!

Did you know that there has never been an
America without Muslims? Or that the first
country to recognize the new United States was Morocco? Or
that Thomas Jefferson studied Arabic and owned a Quran?
Amir Hussain’s Muslims and the Making of America, written in
a conversational tone, may well open our eyes to many things
we should know to be able to contribute in an informed way to
the current debate about Muslims in our country. Dr. Hussain,
Professor of Theological Studies at Loyola Marymount, will be
here to lead our discussion of this important and timely book.
Invite a friend, and bring a dish to share! Books are available
for sale at the Hospitality Table and online. Dr. Hussain will also
be bringing copies for sale.

Communications Survey Coming Soon!
First UMC Communications team will be conducting a short survey
to learn how we can better inform you, the church community,
with the information you want. And the best part? For every
completed survey submitted, a $1 donation will be made to
a ministry of your choice! (see list below.) The survey will be
emailed out during the first week of September (be sure you're
on the church email list.) Hard copies will also be available in the
church office and at the Sunday Hospitality Table.
• C.A.S.T. (Children's After School Theater) • Children's Ministry •
Community Meal • Facility Beautification Fund
• Fellowship and Events • Flower Fund • General Donation
• Habitat for Humanity • Haiti Mission • Health Ministry
• Music Ministry • Prayer Quilt Ministry • Preschool
• Youth Ministry
Not sure if you're on the First UMC email list, or would like to sign
up? Go to: http://eepurl.com/cfUgX.

Sunday, September 17, 11 a.m. in the Fireside Room.

Growing a Faith That Matters - Class

Santa Monica Oceanaires
Ice Cream Social

Growing a Faith That Matters will be the topic of new adult
class to be led by Rev. Larry Young following worship for three
consecutive Sundays. The class will focus on a variety of strategies
for deepening one’s personal faith and making it relevant in life
situations. This class is for anyone with a desire to grow, whatever
the level of faith you now claim.

First UMC member Jack Fry and the Santa
Monica Oceanaires present their annual Old
Fashioned Ice Cream Social! Fun for the whole
family! Come and follow the musical story of a
lonesome cowboy and his faithful horse as they
make their way across the lone prairie. Then,
join us on the patio for lots of ice cream and
trimmings.
Tickets: $15, kids under 10 are free. Email:
smokyjack@verizon.net, or call 310.450.3111.
Saturday September 23, 2 p.m. Palisades
Lutheran Church (15905 Sunset Blvd.)

West District Committee on Lay
Servant Ministries
Sign up now for Lay Servant Minstries
Fall 2017classes presented by the West
District Committee. Classes include the Basic
Fundamentals Class for all Lay Servants,
as well as advanced classes - Leading in
Prayer, Leading in Worship, and
UMC Polity.
The early registration deadline is September 16. Forms
available at the Sunday Hospitality Table.
Saturdays September 30, October 7, October 14.
Class time: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Downey United Methodist Church (10801 S. Downey Ave,
Downey, CA)

Sign-ups will begin on September 10. Class dates: October 1, 8,
and 15, in Room 203.

Habitat for Humanity Update
Date Change
Due to a construction process delay, the first build date (September
30) and the build timeline have been pushed several weeks. Build
updates will be available at the Habitat table during Coffee Hour
on Sunday September 10.
Requirements:
• No previous experience is required, just willingness to learn
and work hard. All the tools and equipment will be provided.
• All volunteers will be required to fill out and bring Habitat for
Humanity Volunteer Form, the Emergency Contact Form and the
Waiver and Release of Liability Form. • All volunteers must be
at least 16 years of age to work on the construction sites.
• Minors (16 years or older) must have a parent or guardian
sign the Waiver and Release of Liability Form and bring it to
the construction site on their volunteer day.
What to Bring to the Construction Site:
• Sturdy, closed toed shoes (required).
• Sunscreen, hat and glasses (optional).
• A water bottle! We have large jugs of water on site to refill.
Pick up a Volunteer Interest Online Form from the Sunday
Hospitality table, or go online: www.santamonicaumc.org/habitat.

FIRST UMC
COMMUNITY
Condolences
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends
of these departed loved ones:
• First UMC member Juanita Estella Carter (Bunny), who
died August 2. A service was held in Ohio.

Correction

In the August Sentinel, we reported the date of
Jim Farrand's death to be July 13, when in fact it was
July 14. We apologize for this error.

Baptisms
• Sonia Juliette Hovey, son of First UMC members Melissa
and Doug Hovey, was baptized by Rev. Robert English on
August 20.

Congratulations
• to Will Buxton, who was awarded a Community Grant by
The Rotary Club of Santa Monica to buy musical instruments
for veterans at the VA hospital in Brentwood.

Thank You for Your Support

"I would like to say thank you to the church staff and the
congregation for supporting me in the American Cancer
Society's Relay for Life. I would also like to say a heart-felt
thank you to all the inspiring ladies on the Health Ministry
Council for being my sponsor for all of these years, and to
Debi Jenkinson Wong and
Dorothy Williams for
co-charing the Health Ministry
Council with their love and
commitment of promoting
good health."
– Chris Reagh

LOOKING FORWARD
OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS
1 – Youth Service Project Report Back
7 – Blessing of the Animals
7 – Big & Small Art Exhibit Opens
7 – Santa Monica Conservancy Tour
18 – Health Ministry Council Flu Clinic
19 – 25th Anniversary Celebration of Upward Bound House
27 – UMW Holiday Boutique

Save the Date:
Sunday November 19: Charge Conference Sunday
Join First UMC for the annual Church Charge Conference as
we engage in a joyful and worshipful celebration of this year’s
accomplishments. Church Charge Conference: November 19,
11 a.m. Simkins Hall (Brunch served)

SEPTEMBER Calendar

Sunday, September 3 - Holy Communion
Monday, September 4 - Church campus closed for Labor Day
Friday, September 8
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Dinner, Fireside Room
Saturday, September 9
4:30 p.m. Messy Church, Simkins Hall/Chapel
Sunday, September 10 - Santa Monica Classic 5k/10k, plan
your route to church
6 p.m. United Methodist Youth Fellowship Fall Kick-Off Potluck/
Meeting, Simkins Hall
Monday, September 11
5 p.m. CAST Auditions (6th-12th Graders), Simkins Hall
Saturday, September 16
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, September 17 - Children's Church
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
11:30 a.m. Loving God with Our Minds Bookstudy/Potluck, FR
2:30 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
6 p.m. simple church Celebrates 1-Year Anniversary, Simkins Hall
Saturday, September 23
2 p.m. Santa Monica Oceanaires Ice Cream Social, Off-site
Sunday, September 24
11 a.m. First UMC Church & Preschool Fall Kick-Off, Courtyard
Saturday, September 30
9 a.m. West District Lay Servant Ministries School, Off-site
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Thursday, September 7
7 p.m. Habitat Build Committee Meeting, FR
Sunday, September 10
11:15 a.m. Missions Council Meeting, Room 203
Wednesday, September 13
4 p.m. Trustees Meeting, CR-A
WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
Tuesdays: 7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
Thursdays: 7:40 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
		SUNDAYS-AT-A-GLANCE
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
11a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6 p.m. United Methodist Youth Fellowship, Youth Lounge
6:15 p.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal, Room 300

Messy Church
Messy Church resumes for the Fall!
Messy Church is an intergenerational
worship experience where we learn
about God’s love through crafts,
activities, story and a shared meal. At
Messy Church we grow in our relationship with God
and with one another. Invite your friends and family
to this church community! Be ready to get messy!
September Theme: The story of Abraham and Sarah.
Saturday, September 9, 4:30 - 6 p.m. Simkins Hall/Chapel.

Loving God with Our
Minds Book Study/Potluck
Muslims and the Making of America by
Amir Hussain
DISCUSSION LED BY THE AUTHOR!

Did you know that there has never been an
America without Muslims? Or that the first
country to recognize the new United States was Morocco? Or
that Thomas Jefferson studied Arabic and owned a Quran?
Amir Hussain’s Muslims and the Making of America, written in
a conversational tone, may well open our eyes to many things
we should know to be able to contribute in an informed way to
the current debate about Muslims in our country. Dr. Hussain,
Professor of Theological Studies at Loyola Marymount, will be
here to lead our discussion of this important and timely book.
Invite a friend, and bring a dish to share! Books are available
for sale at the Hospitality Table and online. Dr. Hussain will also
be bringing copies for sale.

Communications Survey Coming Soon!
First UMC Communications team will be conducting a short survey
to learn how we can better inform you, the church community,
with the information you want. And the best part? For every
completed survey submitted, a $1 donation will be made to
a ministry of your choice! (see list below.) The survey will be
emailed out during the first week of September (be sure you're
on the church email list.) Hard copies will also be available in the
church office and at the Sunday Hospitality Table.
• C.A.S.T. (Children's After School Theater) • Children's Ministry •
Community Meal • Facility Beautification Fund
• Fellowship and Events • Flower Fund • General Donation
• Habitat for Humanity • Haiti Mission • Health Ministry
• Music Ministry • Prayer Quilt Ministry • Preschool
• Youth Ministry
Not sure if you're on the First UMC email list, or would like to sign
up? Go to: http://eepurl.com/cfUgX.

Sunday, September 17, 11 a.m. in the Fireside Room.

Growing a Faith That Matters - Class

Santa Monica Oceanaires
Ice Cream Social

Growing a Faith That Matters will be the topic of new adult
class to be led by Rev. Larry Young following worship for three
consecutive Sundays. The class will focus on a variety of strategies
for deepening one’s personal faith and making it relevant in life
situations. This class is for anyone with a desire to grow, whatever
the level of faith you now claim.

First UMC member Jack Fry and the Santa
Monica Oceanaires present their annual Old
Fashioned Ice Cream Social! Fun for the whole
family! Come and follow the musical story of a
lonesome cowboy and his faithful horse as they
make their way across the lone prairie. Then,
join us on the patio for lots of ice cream and
trimmings.
Tickets: $15, kids under 10 are free. Email:
smokyjack@verizon.net, or call 310.450.3111.
Saturday September 23, 2 p.m. Palisades
Lutheran Church (15905 Sunset Blvd.)

West District Committee on Lay
Servant Ministries
Sign up now for Lay Servant Minstries
Fall 2017classes presented by the West
District Committee. Classes include the Basic
Fundamentals Class for all Lay Servants,
as well as advanced classes - Leading in
Prayer, Leading in Worship, and
UMC Polity.
The early registration deadline is September 16. Forms
available at the Sunday Hospitality Table.
Saturdays September 30, October 7, October 14.
Class time: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Downey United Methodist Church (10801 S. Downey Ave,
Downey, CA)

Sign-ups will begin on September 10. Class dates: October 1, 8,
and 15, in Room 203.

Habitat for Humanity Update
Date Change
Due to a construction process delay, the first build date (September
30) and the build timeline have been pushed several weeks. Build
updates will be available at the Habitat table during Coffee Hour
on Sunday September 10.
Requirements:
• No previous experience is required, just willingness to learn
and work hard. All the tools and equipment will be provided.
• All volunteers will be required to fill out and bring Habitat for
Humanity Volunteer Form, the Emergency Contact Form and the
Waiver and Release of Liability Form. • All volunteers must be
at least 16 years of age to work on the construction sites.
• Minors (16 years or older) must have a parent or guardian
sign the Waiver and Release of Liability Form and bring it to
the construction site on their volunteer day.
What to Bring to the Construction Site:
• Sturdy, closed toed shoes (required).
• Sunscreen, hat and glasses (optional).
• A water bottle! We have large jugs of water on site to refill.
Pick up a Volunteer Interest Online Form from the Sunday
Hospitality table, or go online: www.santamonicaumc.org/habitat.

FIRST UMC
COMMUNITY
Condolences
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends
of these departed loved ones:
• First UMC member Juanita Estella Carter (Bunny), who
died August 2. A service was held in Ohio.

Correction

In the August Sentinel, we reported the date of
Jim Farrand's death to be July 13, when in fact it was
July 14. We apologize for this error.

Baptisms
• Sonia Juliette Hovey, son of First UMC members Melissa
and Doug Hovey, was baptized by Rev. Robert English on
August 20.

Congratulations
• to Will Buxton, who was awarded a Community Grant by
The Rotary Club of Santa Monica to buy musical instruments
for veterans at the VA hospital in Brentwood.

Thank You for Your Support

"I would like to say thank you to the church staff and the
congregation for supporting me in the American Cancer
Society's Relay for Life. I would also like to say a heart-felt
thank you to all the inspiring ladies on the Health Ministry
Council for being my sponsor for all of these years, and to
Debi Jenkinson Wong and
Dorothy Williams for
co-charing the Health Ministry
Council with their love and
commitment of promoting
good health."
– Chris Reagh

LOOKING FORWARD
OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS
1 – Youth Service Project Report Back
7 – Blessing of the Animals
7 – Big & Small Art Exhibit Opens
7 – Santa Monica Conservancy Tour
18 – Health Ministry Council Flu Clinic
19 – 25th Anniversary Celebration of Upward Bound House
27 – UMW Holiday Boutique

Save the Date:
Sunday November 19: Charge Conference Sunday
Join First UMC for the annual Church Charge Conference as
we engage in a joyful and worshipful celebration of this year’s
accomplishments. Church Charge Conference: November 19,
11 a.m. Simkins Hall (Brunch served)

Faith Upheld: The History of
Our Church
by Ron Theile
Our story as a community of faith lies in the past. It holds clues as
to where we should take our community in the future. This series
is meant to inform and inspire for, truly, it is the story of hope,
perseverance and love. – Ron Theile
Part 1: The Beginning
On July 10, 1875, Santa Monica officially became a town.
Within a year, Santa Monica had 1,000 residents, 160 houses,
75 tents, a school district, a church, the wharf, a bathhouse and
a hotel.
The Reverend Mr. J.D. Crum preached for the first time in Santa
Monica on October 15,1875, in an upper room of a building
then occupied as a hardware store on the corner of Oregon
(now Santa Monica Blvd.) and Fifth
Street. The Methodist Church was the
first church in this very young city by
the sea. On October 29, Rev. Hough
preached. The society continued
to use this room until January 13,
1876, when the pastor gave notice
that there would be no service on
the next Sabbath, but that he hoped they would worship in a
building of their own on the second Sunday.
The Santa Monica Land Company donated two lots for the use
of the church on the corner of Sixth Street and Arizona Avenue;
the people of the little town, still largely a tent city, donated
money and labor to build the new church. The church, when
completed, represented a value, including lots, of $1,361.66.

Children’s Ministry
Fall Kick-Off Schedule
Sept 3: Sunday School Classes resume - Meet your Teacher!
Sept 10: Sunday School Classes resume - Meet your Teacher!
Sept 17: Children’s Church resumes
Sept 24: Fall Kick-Off festivities
Sunday School Classes
3 & 4 Year Old’s (Room 205) - Teachers: Dot Plukas, Jamie
Jones, Owen Ing
Kindergarten & 1st Grade (Room 208) - Teachers:
Sandra Jones, Sue Heffner
2nd & 3rd Grade (Room 206) - Teacher: Carrie Eldridge
4th & 5th Grade (Room 203) - Teachers: Virginia Pelton &
Janet Bogle
Children’s Church (Chapel) - Teacher: Janet Searfoss

This building, after being removed to the corner of Fourth and
Arizona, enlarged several times, was finally removed to South
Santa Monica to house the new M. E. church there.

August Happenings at First UMC

This building was dedicated, free
from debt, on February 3, 1876.
Rev. Crum was pastor of the church
most of the time until 1878-79. He
came from a family of ministers, his
grandfather having been one of the
founders of the United Brethren church
and having had nine grandsons who
entered the Methodist ministry. He spent fifteen years in the
Southern Illinois conference before coming to this state, where
his first charge was the Santa Monica church, which he so ably
led under many discouragements. It is in the records that,
for his first year as pastor, $230 was paid. His salary in the
subsequent years was pitifully inadequate.
Rev. Crum was succeeded by Rev. S. S. Russell, who only
remained a year, and then for three years the church had no
pastor and was very disorganized. A pastor was sent here in
1883-4. His name was Rev. J. B. Howard, who found only three
resident members of the church.
So, our church had a pretty good start and was challenged
to survive with only one pastor and three members. How
strong they must have been in their faith to not give up. How
demoralizing it must have been for the survivors to see their
community of faith dwindle down to only three.
They are a great example for us now. Certainly we felt some
of these feelings when we faced financial challenges in our
recent history. But, as they did then, we continue to maintain
our commitment to the mission that is to make disciples for Jesus
Christ. We come together, maintaining our faith that, through
Him, we persevere. Next: A Move and A Bigger Challenge

Youth Service Project Trip to
Bland County, Virginia.
The youth will have their Report Back
Luncheon after worship Sunday
October 1, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall.

Preschool Corner

CAST Fall Season 2017

Baptism of Sonia Juliette Hovey

Children’s After School Theater is gearing up for the Fall
season! Auditions for the 6th - 12th graders will be held
Monday September 11, 5 - 7 p.m. Rehearsals will be on
Mondays culminating in two performances, Friday November 10
at 7 p.m. and Sunday November 12 at 1 p.m.
Email: cast@santamonicaumc.org for more information.
1st - 5th graders if interested may apply to help with costumes
and props during tech week. We also look forward to them
joining us again in the Spring.
Send: inquires to cast@santamonicaumc.org

Flower Orders: Available dates at press time:
October 15 / 29. Please contact the church
office to order flowers for one of these dates.

Ralphs and First UMC
Back to School!
PRESCHOOL EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER
September 9: School Picnic – Rustic Canyon Park, 10:00 a.m.
Week of September 11: Enrichment, Music, and Parent &
Toddler Classes Begin
September 14: Chapel begins (Thursdays), 9:15-10 a.m.
September 15: Pizza and Popsicle Party, 5:30-7 p.m.
September 24: Fall Kick-Off, 11 a.m. -1 p.m., Courtyard

It’s that time of year to register (or re-register) for the Ralphs
Community Contribution Program!
When you register on September
1 or later and shop at Ralphs, First
UMC receives a portion of every
dollar you spend. The only way to enroll is to enroll online with
your Ralphs rewards card number at www.ralphs.com; click on
Community, click on Community Contributions, click on Enroll
Now. If you don’t have computer access, call 1-800-443-4438
for assistance. Thank you for your continued support!
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Bland County, Virginia.
The youth will have their Report Back
Luncheon after worship Sunday
October 1, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall.

Preschool Corner

CAST Fall Season 2017

Baptism of Sonia Juliette Hovey

Children’s After School Theater is gearing up for the Fall
season! Auditions for the 6th - 12th graders will be held
Monday September 11, 5 - 7 p.m. Rehearsals will be on
Mondays culminating in two performances, Friday November 10
at 7 p.m. and Sunday November 12 at 1 p.m.
Email: cast@santamonicaumc.org for more information.
1st - 5th graders if interested may apply to help with costumes
and props during tech week. We also look forward to them
joining us again in the Spring.
Send: inquires to cast@santamonicaumc.org

Flower Orders: Available dates at press time:
October 15 / 29. Please contact the church
office to order flowers for one of these dates.

Ralphs and First UMC
Back to School!
PRESCHOOL EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER
September 9: School Picnic – Rustic Canyon Park, 10:00 a.m.
Week of September 11: Enrichment, Music, and Parent &
Toddler Classes Begin
September 14: Chapel begins (Thursdays), 9:15-10 a.m.
September 15: Pizza and Popsicle Party, 5:30-7 p.m.
September 24: Fall Kick-Off, 11 a.m. -1 p.m., Courtyard

It’s that time of year to register (or re-register) for the Ralphs
Community Contribution Program!
When you register on September
1 or later and shop at Ralphs, First
UMC receives a portion of every
dollar you spend. The only way to enroll is to enroll online with
your Ralphs rewards card number at www.ralphs.com; click on
Community, click on Community Contributions, click on Enroll
Now. If you don’t have computer access, call 1-800-443-4438
for assistance. Thank you for your continued support!
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On the Website

HORIZONS

As we gear up for the start of a new year, stay up-to-date on
with the many upcoming opportunities for spiritual growth, being
of service, Bible and book studies, and fellowship by visiting the
Upcoming Events page. You may even want to "bookmark" it for
easy access:
www.santamonicaumc.org/upcoming-events

It's been exciting over these past weeks to see the work being done on our steeple. We are so fortunate
to have been entrusted with this beautiful church. Now, with the leadership of our Trustees, we strive to
be faithful stewards of it, with the foresight and financial means to make sure that everything is wellmaintained and safe-guarded for the future.
Across these last many decades, our steeple has been a beacon of faith and hope in our community. Even
in this era of internet and Facebook, I'm amazed at how many visitors tell me that they've found their way
to worship and prayer here because they've seen our steeple.
The scaffolding that's been up has been a great advertisement as well. Many neighbors and passers-by have stopped to look and
to inquire. They, too, appreciate our investment in the community they and we love.

WORSHIP – SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER
SERMON SERIES:
Going Deeper • Faith for Such a Time as This

But with the work completed, I'm glad the scaffolding has come down. I was starting to have the feeling that our steeple was in jail,
held in, restricted in the message it could send. It's free again–and more radiant than ever.
Especially in these turbulent times, may its message of God's love, constancy, and abiding presence in our midst exuberantly witness
to abiding joy and peace.
It's time for Fall Kick-Off!

Senior Minister

SEPTEMBER 3
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship • Holy Communion

SEPTEMBER 17
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church simple church theme:

5 p.m. simple church

why I need a little bit more self-denial in my life

simple church theme:
on the power of accountability,
honesty and making amends

stay for a simple
church dinner after
5 p.m. worship to
celebrate our
1-year anniversary!

SEPTEMBER 10
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

SEPTEMBER 24
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Sermon by Rev. Robert English

5 p.m. simple church simple church theme:

5 p.m. simple church simple church theme:

on an active love that mends broken relationships and
makes us whole

on the freedom that comes when we stop keeping score

Invite your friends, neighbors, and co-workers to church
with you then stay for the First UMC Fall Kick-Off as both
the church and preschool celebrate a new year together.
Enjoy your community with delicious food, fun and
festivities for all ages!
Fall Kick-Off: Sunday September 24
11 a.m. in the First UMC Courtyard

