FAMILY INFO
WORSHIP INFO

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.
—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway
west of the Fireside Room.
—First UMC takes the care and safety of children seriously. We are a
Safe Sanctuary congregation.
—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.
—Flowers: “In honor and appreciation for all who have served
or are serving in our armed forces.” From Margie Roper.
—Please wear your name tags to worship and also to Charge
Conference next Sunday! If you would like a name tag, or are missing
yours, please email info@santamonicaumc.org to receive a new one.
—Charge Conference Reports are almost complete! If you would like an
electronic copy of the Charge Conference reports please email
info@santamonicaumc.org to receive your electronic copy.
—To request prayers, fill in a Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card and place
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be on
your mind! We're here to serve you.

MISSIONS

—Next Sunday: Church Charge Conference; Rev. Patricia Farris will
preach.
—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank. In November,
please bring hot and cold cereals.
—Habitat for Humanity: We are still accepting volunteers for the
build days of Patience House. Stop by the Hospitality Table for more
information, or go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/habitat.
—In the wake of recent disasters in the United States and abroad, the
United Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR) is working to fulfill
unmet food, clean water, temporary shelter, hygiene supplies, and
non-food item needs. To learn more and to donate, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/umcor.

God is real. God is love.

Every person matters. You matter.
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Together we can change the world.
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Consecration Sunday • November 12, 2017

...we will tell to the coming generation the
glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might,
and the wonders God has done.
— Psalm 78:4b

W E G AT H E R

WELCOME 					
PRELUDE

Tricia Guerrero

Air in G (J. S. Bach)

Ty Woodward, Organ

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #399 United Methodist Hymnal — Take My Life, and Let It Be
*CALL TO WORSHIP 					
Michael Olsson, Lay Lector
Holy God, we enter your sanctuary with reverence and expectation.
We long to encounter you in a new and meaningful way in this hour.
Receive our worship and speak to us your life-giving and life-changing word of grace.
Give us generous hearts and joyful spirits to greet you and praise your holy name.

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE

“Joy! Joy! Joy to the heart all in this good day’s dawning!”

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 			
		
Please greet those worshipping near you.

F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA

1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403 www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258

*

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices. Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE			

Tricia Guerrero

#2233 The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong

This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.
As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director

THE OFFERTORY

Zion’s Walls (Aaron Copland)

Come fathers and mothers, come sisters and brothers, come join us in singing the praises of Zion.
O fathers don’t you feel determined to meet within the walls of Zion. We’ll shout and go round the
walls of Zion.

I Am a Child of God

PRESENTATION OF OUR 2018 PLEDGES

I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one
another, as Jesus taught to do.

#87 UMH — What Gift Can We Bring
			
#102 UMH — Now Thank We All Our God

As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes.

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE 		

Stewardship Moment 				

Rev. Robert English
Glenda Martinez

We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service.
		
Thanks be to God!
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

THE PSALM Psalm 78:1-7 (Pew Bible pages 537-538, O.T.)
		Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God!
SERMON

“Who Will Hear Our YES?”

Michael Olsson
Rev. Patricia Farris

WE RESPOND
INVITATION TO PRAYER #2164 TFWS — Sanctuary
LISTENING FOR THE VOICE OF GOD				

Rev. English

SILENT PRAYER & PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
CHORAL RESPONSE

*HYMN 		

* PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 			

Rev. Farris

Creator God, with gratitude we return to you what is yours as we dedicate our gifts in the
name of Christ. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your blessings and of your great
bounty, in the provisions of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need. May our
spirits be strengthened by using only what we need, and may we use our strength to help
those who need us. In gratitude for all your goodness, we pledge to love you with all our
heart, mind, soul and strength, and to love our neighbor as ourself. Give us grace to fill
others’ lives with love, hope and joy, to the honor of your name and in the service of our
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

*RESPONSE #94 UMH — The Doxology
*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 				

Rev. English

Praise to you, Holy Giver of all gifts. In you there are always more blessings than we can
imagine. Give to us that generous spirit that places all that we have at your disposal. Then,
by the grace of Christ, let it be multiplied in ways we cannot measure or control, for the
welfare of all your people and the glory of your name. Through Jesus our Lord. Amen.
WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

*HYMN #438 UMH — Forth in Thy Name, O Lord
*BENEDICTION			
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
POSTLUDE Allegro from Concerto No. 4 in F (G. F. Handel) 		

Ty Woodward

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES 				
Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in
the offering plate. Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world.
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.
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As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices. Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.

OPEN INVITATIONS

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

Partnership with God (adults with grown children)

UMCOR

In the wake of recent disasters in the United States
and abroad, the United Methodist Committee On
Relief (UMCOR) is working to fulfill unmet food,
clean water, temporary shelter, hygiene supplies,
and non-food item needs. To learn more and to
donate, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/umcor.

Habitat for Humanity

Sign ups are underway for the Patience House build
in Culver City. The First UMC Volunteer Liaisons
are working on scheduling our church team. If
you would like to be a part of the build stop by
the Hospitality Table to fill out a Volunteer Interest
Online Form. Once completed, it will be given sent
to the Volunteer Liaisons. The first build date is to
be determined in January 2018.
For more mission opportunities, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/outreach-missions.

Meets on Sundays at 9 a.m. for programs, study
and fellowship. The Partnership with God Sunday
School Class has been going for 50+ years!
Programs are planned depending on interests of
the Program Committee. Generally the committee
consists of 10 to 12 persons that serve for a year.
Coffee and snacks are served once a month.
Sundays: 9 a.m. in Room 101

Shareringers Monthly Meeting

The Shareringers are a group of mostly retired,
but active people. We meet monthly for a Friday
potluck dinner with a speaker in the Fireside Room.
We alternate religious programs with travel, book
sharing, and topics-of-current programs. Our
annual Christmas Progressive Dinner is full of good
food, Christmas caroling, and warm friendship.
We are a caring, sharing group and welcome new
members!
Meets the first Fridays of the month.
These are only two of the many opportunities available
at First UMC for Fellowship and spiritual classes.
To view more, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/fellowship-classes.

LOOKING FORWARD

A CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3

7:30 PM

An Evening of Carols, Etc.
Featuring Gerald Finzi’s

Magnificat

The Chancel Choir
Ty Woodward, organ
The Mark Twain Ringers
Chamber Orchestra
Patricia Farris, spoken words
James E. Smith, conductor
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Suggested donation at the door: $10.00 / Seniors and Children under 12: $5.00

FOCUS ON

CHURCH CHARGE CONFERENCE

November 12, 2017			

			

Next Sunday, join First UMC for the annual
Church Charge Conference! We will engage
in a joyful and worshipful celebration of this
year’s accomplishments. The agenda includes reports on the ministries and missions of First UMC,
financial items, membership matters, and election of officers and council members for the coming year.
We welcome back West District Superintendent Rev. Mark Nakagawa! Lunch will be served and child
care will be provided in Room 204.
NEXT Sunday, November 19, 11 a.m. after worship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center.

From the California Pacific Conference/The United
Methodist Church:
What does the AC2017 logo mean?
This year’s Annual Conference logo was made up of four symbols in particular: a square, a circle, a set
of rectangles, and a set of circles. The logo represents transformation while retaining one’s identity. For
example, one large square became three rectangles. It is a transformation of number, color, and shape.
But, the result kept its rectangular characteristic. The circle became a set of many smaller circles of
different color. But, they stayed as circles. As our theme suggests, the logo is a symbolic representation
of affirming who we are (identity) “here,” as well as of challenging us in getting (transformation) “there.”
F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA

1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403
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FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY (CONTINUED)

C
Boy Scouts Wreaths

WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday 10 a.m. 		
Sanctuary Worship
Sunday 5 p.m. 		
simple church
Tonight’s theme: on spiritual awakening and being
right here.

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today - Consecration Sunday
11 a.m. UMW Holiday Bazaar, UMW Workroom
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, FR
11 a.m. Cub Scout Popcorn Sales, Alcove
1 p.m. CAST presents: A Family Reunion to Die For, SH
6 p.m. Haiti Information Potluck, FR
Wednesday, November 15
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
Thursday, November 16
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal
(a Thanksgiving-inspired theme) Off-site
Saturday, November 18
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, November 19 - Church Charge
Conference Sunday
9 a.m. Staff-Parish Relations Committee Meeting, CR-A
11 a.m - 1 p.m. Cakes for a Cause, Alcove
11 a.m. Church Charge Conference, SH

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children: Sunday School this Week
November Sunday School Theme: The Wise King
Bible Verse: “God gave Solomon wisdom and
very great understanding.” 1 Kings 4:29
Sunday School: Solomon’s Wisdom Proverbs
United Methodist Youth Fellowship:
6-6:30 p.m. Youth Choir
UMYF Program: Stay after worship to walk to
lunch, and then attend CAST show, A Family
Reunion to Die For at 1 p.m.

FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
CAST presents A Family Reunion to Die For - Today

Children’s After School Theater’s 6th-12th graders
present A Family Reunion to Die For, a murder mystery
comedy with audience interaction. It’s time for the
Knotting Family Reunion, and newlywed Christine Franklin
is eager to show off her husband Freddie to the family
she hasn’t seen in years. The joyful reunion quickly turns
sour though when there’s a murder. To make matters
worse, a terrible storm has trapped all of the guests
inside. Today, 1 p.m. Simkins Hall. Tickets sold at the door:
$10/Adult, $5/child/seniors.

simple church Haiti Information Potluck - Tonight

The 2018 Haiti Trip is coming up in February. If you
are interested in finding out more, come to simple church
today at 5 p.m. and stay for a potluck afterwards. The
potluck will be a simple, casual dinner (bring a dish to
share) and a time of information and Q & A with Haiti
team leaders and some past participants. Tonight, 6 p.m.
in the Fireside Room.

Community Meal with Family Place

Family Place Community Meal potluck is an opportunity
to help feed about 30-40 adults & children, served
buffet style. This month, we’ll have a Thanksgiving-inspired
meal. Email: meal@santamonicaumc.org to participate.
Thursday, November 16, 5:30 p.m. Family Place (1020
12th St. Santa Monica)

UMYF: Cakes For a Cause

While you’re attending the Church Charge Conference
next Sunday, be sure to support our youth as they sell
Cakes for a Cause. This annual event was started by
the youth seven years ago to raise money for a mission
project serving the poor in different parts of the world.
The youth bake and decorate delicious cakes and
cupcakes available for purchase, with all of the funds
raised going to support a cause. This year’s cause will
be disaster relief for the recent hurricanes that have
impacted our country. Sunday, November 19, 11 a.m. in
the Alcove.

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.

If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

The time is coming to order your holiday wreaths and
greenery from Boy Scout Troop 67. Orders will be
taken Sunday, November 26, 11 a.m. in the Alcove.

Angel Tree Project

The Angel Tree Project begins Sunday, November
26. First UMC is supporting Family Place of Upward
Bound House with household items for the families
and their apartments. Stop by the Angel Tree table
during Coffee Fellowship on Sunday mornings starting
November 26 in Simkins Hall to choose a gift. Then
return the wrapped gift back to the church office by
Sunday, December 17. For questions, contact Chris
Ruud: chr10is@yahoo.com.

November Book-of-the-Month Study & Potluck

November book: The Sin of Certainty: Why God
Desires Our Trust More Than Our “Correct” Beliefs by
Peter Enns. Peter Enns, Professor of Biblical Studies at
Eastern University, asks: “When the dust clears, and
in the quiet of your own heart, what kind of God do
you believe in, really? And why?” As we look towards
the season of Advent and the mystery and promise of
the Incarnation, Enns invites us into examining our most
basic beliefs about God. We’ll gather November 26
for Thanksgiving left-overs and a frank, open, honest,
and freeing conversation. Book available online, and
at the Sunday Hospitality Table. Bring a dish to share.
Sunday, November 26, 11:30 a.m., Fireside Room.

First UMC Christmas Concert

First UMC’s Music Ministry Director Dr. James E.
Smith conducts A Christmas Celebration, featuring
Gerald Finzi’s Magnificat, for Choir and Chamber
Orchestra, and the annual An Evening of Carols, Etc.
with audience participation. Ty Woodward, organist,
will be joined by the Mark Twain Ringers directed by
Ron Theile, and spoken words will be read by Rev.
Patricia Farris. Suggested donation at the door is
$10, seniors and children under 12, $5. Childcare
will be available. Don’t miss this yearly event which,
for many, sets the mood for the coming Christmas
season.
*For those who can’t attend Sunday night, you may
observe the Concert rehearsal Saturday morning at
9 a.m. at no charge. Carols and readings rehearsal
begins at 11 a.m. Out of courtesy to the musicians
please no cell phones; families with babies/small
children may listen from the Narthex.
Sunday December 3: 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary. Reception
to follow in Simkins Hall.

For more information on these events, or to learn about our
ministries and missions, go to www.santamonicaumc.org.

UMC Giving Tuesday

On November 28, United Methodists will once again
come together to support the work of Advance
missionaries and projects on UMC #GivingTuesday.
Connect your passion with God’s mission as you give to
a world in need through your prayers, presence, gifts,
and service. Consider supporting a project in an area
you care about, such as food and agriculture, church
development, and more. For a complete list of projects
and for 11 Ways You Can Get Involved, visit: www.
umcmission.org/Giving-Tuesday.

First UMC Library Book Drive / Annika Dodd

There’s still time to help First UMC member Annika
Dodd with her Girl Scout Silver project to update
the First UMC Library for Preschoolers and Church
attendees with the gift of a new book. To see the
Amazon Wish list, go to: santamonicaumc.org/library.

2018 Stewardship Campaign – Say Yes!

The Annual Giving Stewardship Campaign
invites us each and all to prayerfully consider
our financial pledge to support the mission and
ministries of First UMC. Pledge cards are found
in the pews, and will be consecrated today during
worship. For more information about the ways to
give, visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/give.
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Sunday 10 a.m. 		
Sanctuary Worship
Sunday 5 p.m. 		
simple church
Tonight’s theme: on spiritual awakening and being
right here.

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today - Consecration Sunday
11 a.m. UMW Holiday Bazaar, UMW Workroom
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, FR
11 a.m. Cub Scout Popcorn Sales, Alcove
1 p.m. CAST presents: A Family Reunion to Die For, SH
6 p.m. Haiti Information Potluck, FR
Wednesday, November 15
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
Thursday, November 16
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal
(a Thanksgiving-inspired theme) Off-site
Saturday, November 18
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, November 19 - Church Charge
Conference Sunday
9 a.m. Staff-Parish Relations Committee Meeting, CR-A
11 a.m - 1 p.m. Cakes for a Cause, Alcove
11 a.m. Church Charge Conference, SH

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children: Sunday School this Week
November Sunday School Theme: The Wise King
Bible Verse: “God gave Solomon wisdom and
very great understanding.” 1 Kings 4:29
Sunday School: Solomon’s Wisdom Proverbs
United Methodist Youth Fellowship:
6-6:30 p.m. Youth Choir
UMYF Program: Stay after worship to walk to
lunch, and then attend CAST show, A Family
Reunion to Die For at 1 p.m.

FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
CAST presents A Family Reunion to Die For - Today

Children’s After School Theater’s 6th-12th graders
present A Family Reunion to Die For, a murder mystery
comedy with audience interaction. It’s time for the
Knotting Family Reunion, and newlywed Christine Franklin
is eager to show off her husband Freddie to the family
she hasn’t seen in years. The joyful reunion quickly turns
sour though when there’s a murder. To make matters
worse, a terrible storm has trapped all of the guests
inside. Today, 1 p.m. Simkins Hall. Tickets sold at the door:
$10/Adult, $5/child/seniors.

simple church Haiti Information Potluck - Tonight

The 2018 Haiti Trip is coming up in February. If you
are interested in finding out more, come to simple church
today at 5 p.m. and stay for a potluck afterwards. The
potluck will be a simple, casual dinner (bring a dish to
share) and a time of information and Q & A with Haiti
team leaders and some past participants. Tonight, 6 p.m.
in the Fireside Room.

Community Meal with Family Place

Family Place Community Meal potluck is an opportunity
to help feed about 30-40 adults & children, served
buffet style. This month, we’ll have a Thanksgiving-inspired
meal. Email: meal@santamonicaumc.org to participate.
Thursday, November 16, 5:30 p.m. Family Place (1020
12th St. Santa Monica)

UMYF: Cakes For a Cause

While you’re attending the Church Charge Conference
next Sunday, be sure to support our youth as they sell
Cakes for a Cause. This annual event was started by
the youth seven years ago to raise money for a mission
project serving the poor in different parts of the world.
The youth bake and decorate delicious cakes and
cupcakes available for purchase, with all of the funds
raised going to support a cause. This year’s cause will
be disaster relief for the recent hurricanes that have
impacted our country. Sunday, November 19, 11 a.m. in
the Alcove.

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.

If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

The time is coming to order your holiday wreaths and
greenery from Boy Scout Troop 67. Orders will be
taken Sunday, November 26, 11 a.m. in the Alcove.

Angel Tree Project

The Angel Tree Project begins Sunday, November
26. First UMC is supporting Family Place of Upward
Bound House with household items for the families
and their apartments. Stop by the Angel Tree table
during Coffee Fellowship on Sunday mornings starting
November 26 in Simkins Hall to choose a gift. Then
return the wrapped gift back to the church office by
Sunday, December 17. For questions, contact Chris
Ruud: chr10is@yahoo.com.

November Book-of-the-Month Study & Potluck

November book: The Sin of Certainty: Why God
Desires Our Trust More Than Our “Correct” Beliefs by
Peter Enns. Peter Enns, Professor of Biblical Studies at
Eastern University, asks: “When the dust clears, and
in the quiet of your own heart, what kind of God do
you believe in, really? And why?” As we look towards
the season of Advent and the mystery and promise of
the Incarnation, Enns invites us into examining our most
basic beliefs about God. We’ll gather November 26
for Thanksgiving left-overs and a frank, open, honest,
and freeing conversation. Book available online, and
at the Sunday Hospitality Table. Bring a dish to share.
Sunday, November 26, 11:30 a.m., Fireside Room.

First UMC Christmas Concert

First UMC’s Music Ministry Director Dr. James E.
Smith conducts A Christmas Celebration, featuring
Gerald Finzi’s Magnificat, for Choir and Chamber
Orchestra, and the annual An Evening of Carols, Etc.
with audience participation. Ty Woodward, organist,
will be joined by the Mark Twain Ringers directed by
Ron Theile, and spoken words will be read by Rev.
Patricia Farris. Suggested donation at the door is
$10, seniors and children under 12, $5. Childcare
will be available. Don’t miss this yearly event which,
for many, sets the mood for the coming Christmas
season.
*For those who can’t attend Sunday night, you may
observe the Concert rehearsal Saturday morning at
9 a.m. at no charge. Carols and readings rehearsal
begins at 11 a.m. Out of courtesy to the musicians
please no cell phones; families with babies/small
children may listen from the Narthex.
Sunday December 3: 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary. Reception
to follow in Simkins Hall.

For more information on these events, or to learn about our
ministries and missions, go to www.santamonicaumc.org.

UMC Giving Tuesday

On November 28, United Methodists will once again
come together to support the work of Advance
missionaries and projects on UMC #GivingTuesday.
Connect your passion with God’s mission as you give to
a world in need through your prayers, presence, gifts,
and service. Consider supporting a project in an area
you care about, such as food and agriculture, church
development, and more. For a complete list of projects
and for 11 Ways You Can Get Involved, visit: www.
umcmission.org/Giving-Tuesday.

First UMC Library Book Drive / Annika Dodd

There’s still time to help First UMC member Annika
Dodd with her Girl Scout Silver project to update
the First UMC Library for Preschoolers and Church
attendees with the gift of a new book. To see the
Amazon Wish list, go to: santamonicaumc.org/library.

2018 Stewardship Campaign – Say Yes!

The Annual Giving Stewardship Campaign
invites us each and all to prayerfully consider
our financial pledge to support the mission and
ministries of First UMC. Pledge cards are found
in the pews, and will be consecrated today during
worship. For more information about the ways to
give, visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/give.

OPEN INVITATIONS

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

Partnership with God (adults with grown children)

UMCOR

In the wake of recent disasters in the United States
and abroad, the United Methodist Committee On
Relief (UMCOR) is working to fulfill unmet food,
clean water, temporary shelter, hygiene supplies,
and non-food item needs. To learn more and to
donate, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/umcor.

Habitat for Humanity

Sign ups are underway for the Patience House build
in Culver City. The First UMC Volunteer Liaisons
are working on scheduling our church team. If
you would like to be a part of the build stop by
the Hospitality Table to fill out a Volunteer Interest
Online Form. Once completed, it will be given sent
to the Volunteer Liaisons. The first build date is to
be determined in January 2018.
For more mission opportunities, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/outreach-missions.

Meets on Sundays at 9 a.m. for programs, study
and fellowship. The Partnership with God Sunday
School Class has been going for 50+ years!
Programs are planned depending on interests of
the Program Committee. Generally the committee
consists of 10 to 12 persons that serve for a year.
Coffee and snacks are served once a month.
Sundays: 9 a.m. in Room 101

Shareringers Monthly Meeting

The Shareringers are a group of mostly retired,
but active people. We meet monthly for a Friday
potluck dinner with a speaker in the Fireside Room.
We alternate religious programs with travel, book
sharing, and topics-of-current programs. Our
annual Christmas Progressive Dinner is full of good
food, Christmas caroling, and warm friendship.
We are a caring, sharing group and welcome new
members!
Meets the first Fridays of the month.
These are only two of the many opportunities available
at First UMC for Fellowship and spiritual classes.
To view more, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/fellowship-classes.

LOOKING FORWARD

A CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3

7:30 PM

An Evening of Carols, Etc.
Featuring Gerald Finzi’s

Magnificat

The Chancel Choir
Ty Woodward, organ
The Mark Twain Ringers
Chamber Orchestra
Patricia Farris, spoken words
James E. Smith, conductor
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Suggested donation at the door: $10.00 / Seniors and Children under 12: $5.00

FOCUS ON

CHURCH CHARGE CONFERENCE

November 12, 2017			

			

Next Sunday, join First UMC for the annual
Church Charge Conference! We will engage
in a joyful and worshipful celebration of this
year’s accomplishments. The agenda includes reports on the ministries and missions of First UMC,
financial items, membership matters, and election of officers and council members for the coming year.
We welcome back West District Superintendent Rev. Mark Nakagawa! Lunch will be served and child
care will be provided in Room 204.
NEXT Sunday, November 19, 11 a.m. after worship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center.

From the California Pacific Conference/The United
Methodist Church:
What does the AC2017 logo mean?
This year’s Annual Conference logo was made up of four symbols in particular: a square, a circle, a set
of rectangles, and a set of circles. The logo represents transformation while retaining one’s identity. For
example, one large square became three rectangles. It is a transformation of number, color, and shape.
But, the result kept its rectangular characteristic. The circle became a set of many smaller circles of
different color. But, they stayed as circles. As our theme suggests, the logo is a symbolic representation
of affirming who we are (identity) “here,” as well as of challenging us in getting (transformation) “there.”
F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA
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