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Third Sunday of Advent  •  Children’s Church  •  December 17, 2017

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.   Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.*  

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit.

– 1 Thessalonians 5:16-19  
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God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.
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—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education 
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the 
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.
—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway 
west of the Fireside Room.  
— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously. 
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to 
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth, 
and adults.

—NEW VISITORS: Welcome!  As you leave worship, please take an 
Advent candle as our gift to you in this holy season.
—The Spiritual Formation Council invites you to pick up your Advent 
Devotional in the narthex, at the Sunday Hospitality Table or in 
the church office.  Sign up to receive the daily email devotionals: 
santamonicaumc.org/advent.
—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.
—Flowers in the Reredos: “In memory of our mother, Kay Fonda.”  
From Carl and Carol Greenwood. 
—Flowers in the Narthex: In celebration of the marriage of Ann Wagner 
and David Wilson on December 16, 2017.  
—To request prayers, fill in a Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card and place 
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center 
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be on 
your mind!  We're here to serve you.
—Visit the Fireside Room to view Shining Through: Photographs of 
First UMC Sanctuary Stained Glass Windows, by photographer Fabian 
Lewkowicz.
—Next Sunday: Christmas Eve Services:  Lessons & Carols 10 a.m. 
Worship, Christmas Eve Family Service 4 p.m., Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service 11 p.m. – Rev. Patricia Farris will preach.

—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank. In December, 
please bring peanut butter and other nut butters. 
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WELCOME      Rev. Keri Olsen

PRELUDE     Creator of the Stars of Night (George Oldroyd)       Ty Woodward, Organ

 *PROCESSIONAL HYMN     #230 United Methodist Hymnal — O Little Town of Bethlehem 

*CALL TO WORSHIP          Jill Obery Dodd, Lay Lector
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, “Rejoice!”
Let us pray without ceasing, giving thanks in all circumstances.
The coming of the Lord is near.
God’s name be praised.

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
“Glory to God in the highest. Alleluia!”

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    
  Please greet those worshipping near you.



Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W E  G O  F O R T H  T O  S E R V E

*HYMN    #249 UMH — There’s a Song in the Air
*BENEDICTION   

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 

 POSTLUDE         Amadeus Handbell Choir/Mary Crawford, Director
 A Tryptich of Carols
  Carol of the Bells (arr. Tim Waugh)
  Patapan (arr. Agnes L. French)
  Puer Nobis (arr. Janet Hall)    

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   Tricia Guerrero
  #191  UMH — Jesus Loves Me (verse 1)
Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to him belong; they are 
weak, but he is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  

  The Bible tells me so.    
       As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

 LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES    Shalimar, Brett and June Carducci, 
Malou Javier, and Joy Peterman

 Congregation joins in the prayer after lighting:
O God, rejoicing, we remember the promise of your Son.  As this candle is lit, may the 
blessing of Christ come upon us, brightening our way and guiding us by his truth.  May 
Christ our Savior bring light into the darkness of our world, and to us, as we wait for his 
coming.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

#217 UMH — Away in a Manger (verse 3)
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray;
bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

As the congregation sings, the children may go to Children’s Church in the Chapel. 

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE    Rev. Robert English
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service. 

  Thanks be to God!

 W E  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D

THE LESSON    1 Thessalonians  5:16-24  (Pew Bible page 205, N.T.)   Jill Obery Dodd
  Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

THE GOSPEL     Luke 1:26-38 (Pew Bible pages 56-57, N.T.)
  Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

HYMN     #199 UMH — Canticle of Mary (Magnificat)  with sung response Rev. Olsen

SERMON     “God So Loves the World:  Rejoice!”  Rev. Patricia Farris

 W E  R E S P O N D

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

CHORAL RESPONSE 

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES                                                                                  
Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out 
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in 
the offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

THE OFFERTORY          The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director
Springs in the Desert (Arthur Jennings)  William Martinez, soloist
Say to them that are of a fearful heart. Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come and save you.
The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the 
rose.  For in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams flow in the desert.  And the parched 
ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water.  A highway shall be there, and it shall 
be called the way of holiness, the redeemed shall walk there:  and the ransomed of the Lord shall return 
with songs and everlasting joy: and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

*RESPONSE  #94  UMH — The Doxology

*UNISON  PRAYER OF DEDICATION      Rev. Olsen
God of wonder and joy, we offer these gifts, signs of your goodness and mercy.  
Receive them with our gratitude, that through us, all people may know the riches of 
your love in the Word-made-flesh, Emmanuel.  Amen.

INVITATION TO PRAYER     #242 UMH — Love Came Down at Christmas (verse 1) 
     (verse 1 will also be sung as a response to each prayer petition)  

Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love divine;  Love was born at Christmas; star 
and angels gave the sign.  

LISTENING FOR THE VOICE OF GOD     Rev. English

SILENT PRAYER  &  PASTORAL PRAYER
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Houston Mission Work Team
This church community has felt called to respond in 
many ways after the devastation in Houston from 
Hurricane Harvey. Beginning with prayer that then 
led into the prayerful actions of collecting items for 
hygiene kits, and raising money for UMCOR, the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief.  We have 
responded over and over to the call for help and 
will continue to do so this Spring.  A work team 
will be sent to Houston in April to put our faith 
into action!  If you are interested or would like to 
learn more, email Team Leader, Tricia Guerrero: 
t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org or call the 
church office. Visit the website: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/disaster-response.

 For more mission opportunities, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/outreach-missions.

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

LOOKING FORWARD

OPEN INVITATIONS
Prayer Quilt Ministry

The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an outreach ministry 
that combines the gift of prayer with the gift of 
a hand-tied quilt. There are a number of ways to 
be involved: When a prayer quilt is hanging in 
the Sanctuary come tie a knot and say a prayer.  
Remember the recipients in your prayers in the 
following days.  And join the ministry for work and 
fellowship on the third Saturday of each month in 
Room 300 from 9:30 a.m. to noon.  You don’t have 
to know how to sew to help.  
Next meeting: January 20

Lectionary Scripture Discussion
A lectionary is a collection of readings or selections 
from the Scriptures, arranged and intended for 
proclamation during the worship of the people of 
God. The lectionary provides a guide to those who 
wish to read, study, and pray the Bible in tune with 
the church’s prayer and preaching.
Center your mind by joining the conversation! The 
coffee is hot and the discussion is engaging. Come 
and go as you need – and prepare for worship 
with deeper insight and understanding.
Sundays: 9 a.m. – 9:45 a.m., Fireside Room

There are many opportunities available at First UMC 
for spiritual growth, fellowship and community.  
To view more, go to:www.santamonicaumc.org.

God
So Loves

The 
World

God
So Loves

The 
World

CHRISTMAS 
2017

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service

DECEMBER 24:  11 p.m.  
Choir, Organ, Harp & Candlelight

Christmas Eve 
Family Service

A “No Muss, No Fuss” Christmas Pageant for all ages. 
Costumes will be available at the door for all children to participate.

DECEMBER 24: 4 p.m.
Children & Youth Choirs  

Lessons & Carols
DECEMBER 24: 10 a.m.  

Sunday worship service of music and word.

Christmas eve services: 

Covenant Renewal Service
With the Sunday after Christmas falling on 
New Year’s Eve this year, December 31, we 
have an opportunity to experience first-hand 
a worship service that had special significance for John Wesley.  Starting in the mid-1750’s, 
Methodist people observed a Watch Night or Covenant Service.  While we normally think 
of New Year’s as a time of making resolutions, the Covenant Service invites us to renew our 
covenant with God, whom Wesley called “Our Covenant Friend.”  Following a short homily, 
we will enter into a time of congregational prayers and covenant renewal led by our pastors.  
It is a deeply prayerful service, and it is our hope that it will be a true time of reflection and 
commitment as we begin a new year as disciples of Jesus Christ.

Sunday, December 31, 10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship



FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

Baptismal Renewal & Installation of Lay Leaders
Baptismal Renewal is a special time of reflection on 
baptism and on our own baptismal experience. During 
this worship we will also recognize and install the new 
Church Leadership for 2018.
Sunday, January 14, Sanctuary Worship 10 a.m.

Youth/Scout Sunday
Come enjoy the annual Youth/Scout Sunday service.  
The youth of First UMC have the opportunity to 
lead the Sunday service, from reading scripture to 
preaching the sermons they have written.  This day 
also celebrates the Scouting Ministries (Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts) and their long-standing traditions of 
service to the community while transforming the lives 
of the youths.  
Sunday January 28, Sanctuary Worship 10 a.m.  
Pancake Breakfast 7 a.m. - 1 p.m., Simkins Hall

2017 Pledge Contributions Due
The end of the year is coming. Some of you have 
said you will be out of town in the last days of the 
year.  You may contact business administrator Christina 
Eddy (c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org) to arrange your 
giving at this busy time of year.  Our church office 
is closed December 25 - December 30, but special 
arrangements can be made:
• Give at one of the worship services today,  
Dec 24 or 31.
• Mail your check postmarked by 12/31/2017.
• Contribute online at santamonicaumc.org/give.
• Use your bank’s bill pay system. 
• If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask 
for a transfer to be completed by 12/31/2017.
• Bring your gift to the church office. 
• Lastly, if you are paying in January for the 2017 
year, be sure to date your check 2017 and mark your 
check “prior year fulfillment.”
• Giving statements will be prepared and mailed out 
Friday, January 8, 2018.
Thank you for making a difference in countless lives in 
our community and around the world.

Our Sanctuary - Symbols of Hope
First UMC is pleased to present 
Ron Theile’s writings in a new book 
called Our Sanctuary - Symbols of 
Hope.  Originally written as monthly 
installments for the First UMC monthly 
newsletter The Sentinel, we’ve 
compiled each reflection and paired 
it with photographs of the Sanctuary 
stained glass windows,  taken by 
photographers Fabian Lewkowicz and 
Allan Walker.  Included is a forward by Rev. Patricia 
Farris.  Ron highlights each of the stained glass 
windows, and includes a brief history and personal 
reflection.  You may pick up a copy at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table or the church office. 
$5 suggested donation.

In conjuction with the release of the book, visit the 
Fireside Room through December to view Shining 
Through: Photographs of First UMC Sanctuary Stained 
Glass Windows, by photographer Fabian Lewkowicz.  

For more information on these events, or to learn about 
our ministries and missions, go to 

www.santamonicaumc.org.CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children: Sunday School this Week
December Sunday School Theme: The Time Is 
Coming  “The time is coming, declares the Lord, 
when I will raise up a righteous descendant from 
David’s line, and he will rule as a wise king.” 
1 Kings 4:29  We prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth.
Sunday School: Children’s Church in the Chapel.

United Methodist Youth Fellowship: 
10 a.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal, Youth Lounge
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Youth Christmas Party in the 
Fireside Room.
The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ centered 
environment where youth explore and grow in their faith. 
Activities are designed to nurture relationships and build 
a strong, loving community. This is a place of acceptance, 
outreach and spirituality.

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday   10 a.m.         Sanctuary Worship
Sunday    5 p.m.    simple church
Tonight’s Advent theme: witness the Light

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

Today - Third Sunday of Advent / Children’s Church
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, SH
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas Fair, SH
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH
2:30 p.m. Labyrinth Open for Walks, SH
Sunday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
10 a.m. Lessons & Carols, S (Family Sunday, 
children remain in worship, no Sunday School)
4 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Service, S  
11 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, S

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Advent Devotionals

The Spiritual Formation Council invites you to pick up 
your Advent Devotional in the narthex or at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table today.  The devotional is written by First 
UMC members and provides a wonderful opportunity to 
share Advent with family and friends. This year’s theme 
is “God So Loves the World.” You many also sign up to 
receive the daily devotionals via email: santamonicaumc.
org/advent.

Angel Tree Project - Bring Gifts Today
The Angel Tree Project wraps up today after worship.  
First UMC is supporting Family Place of Upward Bound 
House with household items for homeless families and 
their temporary apartments.  Return wrapped gifts back 
to the Angel Tree Table today.  For questions, contact 
Chris Ruud: chr10is@yahoo.com.
After worship in Simkins Hall.

Alternative Christmas - Last Day Today
First UMC’s Missions Council prayerfully selects local and 
global mission projects for their Alternative Christmas 
Fair.  Today is the last day to make a donation to any of 
the projects as a gift to a friend or loved one, and send 
a card announcing your gift. 
After worship in Simkins Hall. 

Santa Monica Nativity Scenes
The Santa Monica Nativity Scenes telling the life of Jesus 
Christ are on display at Calvary Baptist Church at 1502 
20th St., now through the holidays.

January Mid-Week Recital
The first of the 2018 Mid-Week Recitals begins in 
January with Sal Soria, organ.  Sal has been the 
organist at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels 
in Los Angeles since its dedication in 2002. Prior to his 
appointment here in Los Angeles, he was organist for 
nine years at Holy Name Cathedral in Chicago. 
Wednesday, January 10, 12:10 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
Reception to follow in the Fireside Room.

2018 Stewardship 
Campaign – Say Yes!
The Annual Giving 
Stewardship Campaign 
invites us each and all 
to prayerfully consider 
our financial pledge to 
support the mission and 
ministries of First UMC.  
Pledge cards are found 

in the pews, and may be dropped into the offering 
basket.  For more information about the ways to 
give, visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/give.

Please wear your name tag to worship 
every Sunday!  If you would like a name tag, 
or are missing yours, please email info@
santamonicaumc.org to receive a new one.

Church Campus Closed: 
December 25-30, January 1



FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

Baptismal Renewal & Installation of Lay Leaders
Baptismal Renewal is a special time of reflection on 
baptism and on our own baptismal experience. During 
this worship we will also recognize and install the new 
Church Leadership for 2018.
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Youth/Scout Sunday
Come enjoy the annual Youth/Scout Sunday service.  
The youth of First UMC have the opportunity to 
lead the Sunday service, from reading scripture to 
preaching the sermons they have written.  This day 
also celebrates the Scouting Ministries (Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts) and their long-standing traditions of 
service to the community while transforming the lives 
of the youths.  
Sunday January 28, Sanctuary Worship 10 a.m.  
Pancake Breakfast 7 a.m. - 1 p.m., Simkins Hall
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The end of the year is coming. Some of you have 
said you will be out of town in the last days of the 
year.  You may contact business administrator Christina 
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is closed December 25 - December 30, but special 
arrangements can be made:
• Give at one of the worship services today,  
Dec 24 or 31.
• Mail your check postmarked by 12/31/2017.
• Contribute online at santamonicaumc.org/give.
• Use your bank’s bill pay system. 
• If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask 
for a transfer to be completed by 12/31/2017.
• Bring your gift to the church office. 
• Lastly, if you are paying in January for the 2017 
year, be sure to date your check 2017 and mark your 
check “prior year fulfillment.”
• Giving statements will be prepared and mailed out 
Friday, January 8, 2018.
Thank you for making a difference in countless lives in 
our community and around the world.

Our Sanctuary - Symbols of Hope
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called Our Sanctuary - Symbols of 
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windows, and includes a brief history and personal 
reflection.  You may pick up a copy at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table or the church office. 
$5 suggested donation.
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Glass Windows, by photographer Fabian Lewkowicz.  
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www.santamonicaumc.org.CHILDREN & YOUTH
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a strong, loving community. This is a place of acceptance, 
outreach and spirituality.

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
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Houston Mission Work Team
This church community has felt called to respond in 
many ways after the devastation in Houston from 
Hurricane Harvey. Beginning with prayer that then 
led into the prayerful actions of collecting items for 
hygiene kits, and raising money for UMCOR, the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief.  We have 
responded over and over to the call for help and 
will continue to do so this Spring.  A work team 
will be sent to Houston in April to put our faith 
into action!  If you are interested or would like to 
learn more, email Team Leader, Tricia Guerrero: 
t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org or call the 
church office. Visit the website: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/disaster-response.

 For more mission opportunities, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/outreach-missions.

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

LOOKING FORWARD

OPEN INVITATIONS
Prayer Quilt Ministry

The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an outreach ministry 
that combines the gift of prayer with the gift of 
a hand-tied quilt. There are a number of ways to 
be involved: When a prayer quilt is hanging in 
the Sanctuary come tie a knot and say a prayer.  
Remember the recipients in your prayers in the 
following days.  And join the ministry for work and 
fellowship on the third Saturday of each month in 
Room 300 from 9:30 a.m. to noon.  You don’t have 
to know how to sew to help.  
Next meeting: January 20

Lectionary Scripture Discussion
A lectionary is a collection of readings or selections 
from the Scriptures, arranged and intended for 
proclamation during the worship of the people of 
God. The lectionary provides a guide to those who 
wish to read, study, and pray the Bible in tune with 
the church’s prayer and preaching.
Center your mind by joining the conversation! The 
coffee is hot and the discussion is engaging. Come 
and go as you need – and prepare for worship 
with deeper insight and understanding.
Sundays: 9 a.m. – 9:45 a.m., Fireside Room

There are many opportunities available at First UMC 
for spiritual growth, fellowship and community.  
To view more, go to:www.santamonicaumc.org.

God
So Loves

The 
World

God
So Loves

The 
World

CHRISTMAS 
2017

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service

DECEMBER 24:  11 p.m.  
Choir, Organ, Harp & Candlelight

Christmas Eve 
Family Service

A “No Muss, No Fuss” Christmas Pageant for all ages. 
Costumes will be available at the door for all children to participate.

DECEMBER 24: 4 p.m.
Children & Youth Choirs  

Lessons & Carols
DECEMBER 24: 10 a.m.  

Sunday worship service of music and word.

Christmas eve services: 

Covenant Renewal Service
With the Sunday after Christmas falling on 
New Year’s Eve this year, December 31, we 
have an opportunity to experience first-hand 
a worship service that had special significance for John Wesley.  Starting in the mid-1750’s, 
Methodist people observed a Watch Night or Covenant Service.  While we normally think 
of New Year’s as a time of making resolutions, the Covenant Service invites us to renew our 
covenant with God, whom Wesley called “Our Covenant Friend.”  Following a short homily, 
we will enter into a time of congregational prayers and covenant renewal led by our pastors.  
It is a deeply prayerful service, and it is our hope that it will be a true time of reflection and 
commitment as we begin a new year as disciples of Jesus Christ.

Sunday, December 31, 10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship



Ben Ing: In memory of parents, grandparents, and church family of past Christmases and in 
honor of our family, friends, clergy and the congregation in this Advent season. Ben, Karen, 
Madeleine, & Owen Ing.
Karen Ing: In memory of Pat and Ed King, and Vivian and Arch Kelley; In memory of 
Violet Ing.
Michael Lamb: To our children Megan and Jay, who have given us so much love.
Paul and Marilyn Leoni: Merry Christmas from the Leoni Family.
Jack and Becky Pearson: Remembering Pauline and Clare Cooper; Remembering Oscar 
and Ruth Pearson.
Dane and Sarah Rold - In celebration of our son Dominic’s 2nd birthday.
Margie Roper: In loving memory of Dave Roper, from Margie and sons.
Jennie E. Scheer: In loving memory of William Alfred Scheer.
Ruthie and Bud Smoot: In honor of Oliver Hawkins, Bud’s great grandson born in London on 
August 24, 2017.
Dan Stirling: In memory of Shelly McCammon - you are a constant inspiration.
John and Johanna Stutsman: In honor of our parents, Howard and Earlene Wright, Merrill 
and Edna Stutsman, who gave us special Christmas memories that we now share with 
Stephanie, Rob, Tyler and Ryan Osha, and Michelle and Jobe Lloyd, our loving family.
Leslie Talt: In memory of Jamie (Good-Guy) Talt. I love you!; In memory of my parents, Don 
and Virginia Nairn, my brothers Greg and Scott, and the rest of my family and wonderful 
friends; In memory of my beautiful and loving granddaughter Brooke, and her parents 
Jennifer and Ken Talt-Lundin, you are both so strong; In appreciation of my other daughter 
Tammy, and her family Randall, Jackson, and Kayla Holliness: You are always supportive 
and caring and loving.
Caprice and Allan Walker: With love to all at Christmas.
Tom Weese: In memory of my wife Jennie Weese.
Linda Wilson: In memory of Lois Moore; In memory of Ruby Sylves Fuller; In memory of 
Josephine Preston.
Jerry and Ilsa Wollman: In loving memory of dearest Mother Hazel Ruttan, December 14, 1979.

First United Methodist Church would like to express 
appreciation to Mike Eskridge and the Seasonal Displays 
Committee for the seasonal appointments in the 
sanctuary, and to the individuals and families for their gifts 
of poinsettia plants.

Edith Andersen: In memory of my loved ones.
Amy, Kevin, Madelyn, and Brooklyn Bisson:  In memory of loved ones: parents Bob and Neva 
Bisson, Jamie “The Good Guy” Talt, Mom and Nana Patti Nearing, and Angel Brooke Talt 
Lundin. How we love and miss them.
Bee Campbell:  In honor of family and friends; In memory of loved ones.
June Carducci: For Joy, Dominic, Blythe, Olivia, Jamie and Annika. I love you because you 
play with me!  Let’s do it over and over and over again!  I love love love love you! Yay 
Sunday School!  (End quote.)
Shalimar Carducci: For the gift of this amazing and loving church community, our Messy 
Church family and my wonderful office family.  And for my husband and friend, Brett, our 
goofy little kid, June, and his lovely mother-in-law, Malou. That’s a lot of blessings!  Merry 
Christmas to all!
Mary Crawford:  In thanks to all of the Devotional writers.
Dick and Mary Crawford:  In celebration of our son’s birthday.
Heidi Crooks:  In memory of Michael and Paul.
Yvonne and Arthur Dodd:  With heartfelt thanks to our children, Art Jr., Jill and Jim, and 
Lisa and Jeff, and for their love, help and watchful eyes.
Karen Furnas: In memory of my husband Wendell Furnas.
Carl and Carol Greenwood: In memory of our parents Henry and Kay Fonda; In memory of 
our mother Edna Greenwood.
Jan Hanley: In memory of William C. Hanley, grandfather of Megan, Kerry and Russell.

~ Poinsettias may be picked up after the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service ~
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