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Youth/Scout Sunday   •  January 28, 2018

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.   Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.*  

Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to 
the LORD with my whole heart.

— Psalm 111:1
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God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.
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—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education 
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the 
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway 
west of the Fireside Room.  

— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously. 
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to 
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth, 
and adults.

—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.

—Flowers: “In celebration of our wonderful high school seniors. We’re 
all so proud of you. Love from your parents.”

—To request prayers, fill in a Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card and place 
it in the offering plate during worship.

—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Visit the Fireside Room to view Shining Through: Photographs of 
First UMC Sanctuary Stained Glass Windows, by photographer Fabian 
Lewkowicz.

—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center 
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be on 
your mind!  We're here to serve you.

—Next Sunday: Holy Communion; Rev. Patricia Farris will preach.

—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank. In February, 
please bring canned tuna. 
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WELCOME      Lincoln Hughes

PRELUDE      Ode to Joy (Beethoven) Will, John and Andrew Buxton

 *PROCESSIONAL HYMN     #64 United Methodist Hymnal — Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty 

*CALL TO WORSHIP          Amelie Hughes
Gracious God, help us to open our lives to you.
Your love is forever and ever.
When we see your generosity, we trust in you.
Your love is forever and ever.
When we are blind, your light shines upon us and guides us.
Your love is forever and ever.
When we learn and live your Word, we open our hearts to you.
Your love is forever and ever.

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST     Megan Crawford
  Please greet those worshipping near you.

Making Room for God



Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W E  G O  F O R T H  T O  S E R V E

*HYMN    #593  UMH — Here I Am, Lord    

*UMYF BENEDICTION  Will Buxton, Owen Ing, Emma Wollitz
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious unto you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you
and give you peace. Amen. 

 POSTLUDE       Jazz Postlude on A Mighty Fortress (Matthias Nagel)          Ty Woodward

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   Dara I’Anson, Sadie Hastings
  #2233  The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.  
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.

 As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

 I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one 
another, as Jesus taught to do.

 As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes.

SCOUT RECOGNITION   Dan Stirling
Scout Troop 67 - Bryant Shropshire
Venture Scout Crew 67 - Amanda Welser

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE    Natalia Quintana
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service. 

  Thanks be to God!

 W E  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D

 W E  R E S P O N D

THE PSALM   Psalm 111  (Pew Bible pages 562-563, O.T.)  Emma Crawford 
  Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

SENIOR SERMONS      Owen Ing, Emma Wollitz, Will Buxton

INVITATION TO PRAYER     #2164 TFWS — Sanctuary
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true; with thanksgiving, I’ll be a 
living sanctuary for you.        

 LISTENING FOR THE VOICE OF GOD    Annika Dodd

SILENT PRAYER  &  PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.  

CONGREGATION RESPONSE    #2164 TFWS — Sanctuary 
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true; with thanksgiving, I’ll be a 
living sanctuary for you.  

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES     John Buxton                                                                             
Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out 
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in 
the offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

THE OFFERTORY          Youth Choir/Jack McHugh, Director
Go Out and Tell (Bobby Fisher and Greg Lee)
Chorus: 
Go out and tell, make disciples of nations, Go out and tell the good news. Sing from your heart, sing to all 
of creation, Go out and tell the good news.
Go out and tell! God’s love is everlasting. Go out and tell! He is a loving friend. Go out and tell! He’ll 
never leave you orphaned. Shout it from a mountain! Let the Word, be alive in you.
Go out and tell! Give food to the hungry. Go out and tell! Be compassionate to the poor. Go out and 
tell! Be a friend to the lonely. Come down from the mountain! Let the Word, be alive in you.
Go now make disciples, go tell the Good News!

*RESPONSE  #94  UMH — The Doxology

*UNISON  PRAYER OF DEDICATION      Andrew Buxton
O Holy and Loving God, we give you these offerings with our thanks and praise. 
As we give of ourselves and our resources, we make room for your abundant love 
to grow within us. We pray for guidance and that you show us the way to care for 
your children. Amen.
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Upward Bound House Home Run for Kids 
Registration is now open for the 6th Annual Home 
Run for Kids Walk/Run in the Brentwood community 
of West Los Angeles.  This is a great opportunity 
for kids and parents alike to work together to solve 
family homelessness, a growing crisis across Los 
Angeles. Register on the website under “First United 
Methodist Church.”  Before the race, First UMC will 
hold a brief on-site worship service complete with 
Communion at 8 a.m. Look for the white First UMC 
tent.  Find out what it means to pray with your feet!   
Sunday, February 11: www.homerunforkids.com

Cal-Pac Responding to Fires and Mudslides
Representatives of the California-Pacific 
Conference have been present at meetings in 
different locations near disaster areas for the past 
few weeks, organizing to respond with a number 
of different organizations inside and outside of the 
church. To find out how you can help with donations, 
volunteering, and more, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/disaster-response 

 
 For more mission opportunities, go to:

www.santamonicaumc.org/outreach-missions.

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

LOOKING FORWARD

OPEN INVITATIONS
Prayer Quilt Ministry

The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an outreach ministry 
that combines the gift of prayer with the gift of 
a hand-tied quilt. There are a number of ways to 
be involved: When a prayer quilt is hanging in 
the Sanctuary come tie a knot and say a prayer.  
Remember the recipients in your prayers in the 
following days.  And join the ministry for work and 
fellowship on the third Saturday of each month 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon.  You don’t have to know 
how to sew to help.  
Next meeting: Saturday, February 17, 9:30 a.m. - 
12 p.m., Room 300

Lectionary Scripture Discussion
A lectionary is a collection of readings or selections 
from the Scriptures, arranged and intended for 
proclamation during the worship of the people of 
God. The lectionary provides a guide to those who 
wish to read, study, and pray the Bible in tune with 
the church’s prayer and preaching.  Center your 
mind by joining the conversation!  The coffee is hot 
and the discussion is engaging. Come and go as 
you need – and prepare for worship with deeper 
insight and understanding.
Sundays: 9 – 9:45 a.m., Fireside Room

There are many opportunities available at First UMC 
for spiritual growth, fellowship and community.  
To view more, go to:www.santamonicaumc.org.

Ash Wednesday Services 
Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent - a time of introspection and 
self-examination of our lives and relationship with God. The ritual of the 
ashes represent a visual reminder of the day as we pause to remember 
our physical limits in contrast to the infinity of God.  Here at First UMC, 
we offer two Ash Wednesday services in the Chapel.  The ashes used 
for the services come from the burned palms of last year’s Palm Sunday 
Service.  We invite you to this intimate and reflective service that marks 
the beginning of the Lenten season. 

Ash Wednesday: Wednesday, February 14 
12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., in the Chapel

F O C U S    O N YOUTH/SCOUT SUNDAY
January 28, 2018         

This Sunday we celebrate and worship our wonderful God, while being led by our youth, those in grades 
6-12. Our youth ministry at First United Methodist Church is an important part of the life of our church 
community. Our youth continue to inspire us and lead us all in their discipleship of Jesus Christ.

Today our seniors, Will Buxton, Owen Ing and Emma Wollitz will deliver sermons and our Youth Choir 
led by Jack McHugh, will sing. We hope you are inspired during our worship to “make room for God” in 
your life and heart as well!

We have many opportunities for the youth of our church to participate and grow in God’s love and grace.  
We have our weekly United Methodist Youth Fellowship (UMYF) meeting Sunday evenings from 
6 - 8:30 p.m.  Youth Choir practices from 6 - 6:30 p.m. in the Choir Room, followed by everyone 
coming together for dinner, games and a program.  The youth 
participate as Lay Lectors, Acolytes and Crucifers during the 
10 a.m. Sanctuary worship.  Additionally, we have our Youth 
Service Project every summer where we serve for a week doing 
home repairs or re-building across the nation.  To learn more about 
the youth group, email Tricia at:  t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org.

• Stay after worship for the Boy Scouts Pancake Breakfast
11 a.m. in Simkins Hall (a gift from the Scouts to the Congregation, at no charge) 
• Support the Girl Scouts by purchasing Girl Scouts cookies in the Alcove after worship.

Will Buxton Owen Ing Emma Wollitz



FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

West District Training Conference
The West District Training Conference is for both 
current and emerging leaders within local UMC 
churches. This day of practical ministry training includes 
a time of praise and worship as well as numerous 
workshops led by leaders throughout the West District 
and California-Pacific Conference. Come expecting to 
meet new friends and connect with people across our 
district!  Go to: www.westdistricttraining.com to sign up. 
Contact the church office for possible carpool.
Saturday, February 3, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Holman United 
Methodist Church (3320 W Adams Blvd. LA)

Mid-Week Recital for February
Take a break from your day and spend your lunch 
hour listening to beautiful music!  The February 
recital features Althea Waites, piano.  Internationally 
acclaimed American Pianist, Althea has concertized 
extensively throughout the United States, Europe 
and Asia as a brilliant soloist, chamber musician and 
collaborative artist. She is currently on the keyboard 
faculty at California State Univerisity/Long Beach, 
and is the organist/pianist at Rolling Hills United 
Methodist Church. www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-
week-recital-series.
FREE Concert Wednesday, February 7, 12:10 - 12:40 
p.m., Sanctuary. Reception follows for the artist in the 
Fireside Room. (1st Wednesday due to Ash Wednesday)

February Messy Church
Messy Church is a great opportunity for families to be 
together in worship without the worry of being too silly 
or “messy” because, let’s face it, life can be messy! 
At Messy Church, we grow in our relationship with God 
and with one another through crafts, activities, music, 
and stories of God’s love. February Theme: Love God.
For more info or to sign up for the email list, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch.  
Saturday, February 10, 4:30 - 6 p.m., Chapel/Simkins 
Hall

CAST Auditions
Children’s After School Theater is calling all kids!  
CAST is holding auditions for their Spring production 
for 6th-12th graders.  Audition materials will be 
provided there.  Show title to be announced. 
Monday, February 12, 5 p.m. Simkins Hall

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
January Theme: Jesus, The Greatest Prophet
Bible Verse: “This is truly the prophet who is coming 
into the world.” John 6:14
Anchor Point: God sent Jesus to tell us about God.
Today’s Sunday School: A Boy’s Lunch

United Methodist Youth Fellowship
Youth Sunday - Youth lead today’s worship
No evening choir practice or UMYF

The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ 
centered environment where youth explore and 
grow in their faith. Activities are designed to nurture 
relationships and build a strong, loving community. 
This is a place of acceptance, outreach and 
spirituality.

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday   10 a.m.         Sanctuary Worship
Sunday    5 p.m.    simple church 
simple church tonight: on being amazed by 
God’s love
NO Simple Church February 4 (Super Bowl)

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Youth/Scout Sunday - Today!

Today the youth of First UMC have the opportunity 
to lead the Sunday service, from reading scripture to 
preaching the sermons they have written.  This day 
also celebrates the Scouting Ministries (Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts) and their long-standing traditions of 
service to the community.  Stay after worship for the 
Scouts Pancake Breakfast (no charge.)  And support 
the Girl Scouts by purchasing Girl Scout Cookies in 
the Alcove.
Pancake Breakfast & Cookie Sales: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m., 
Simkins Hall 

Pennies for Haiti - Today
First UMC is sending 9 volunteers to Haiti from 
February 15-25.  Joining with Église Methodiste 
d’Haiti (United Methodist Church of Haiti), we will be 
lending our time, talent, and faith to help our Haitian 
brothers and sisters by building and strengthening 
sustainable communities. Bring spare change (or cash!)  
to the Pennies for Haiti fundraiser after worship today 
and the next two Sundays. To find out more, and to 
help support this trip, go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti

Loving God with Our Minds - Today
The January book is: And God Said: How Translations 
Conceal the Bible’s Original Meaning by Dr. Joel M. 
Hoffman, professor, author, and translator.  Rabbi 
Jeff Marx will be with us today to lead our discussion 
around the riches of the Hebrew language and how 
inaccurate or misleading English translations often 
obscure or alter the meaning of the Scriptures. To 
whet your appetite, the author asks: “What’s wrong 
with the Ten Commandments, starting with the word 
‘commandments’?” Come, even if you haven’t read the 
book, for what will no doubt be a lively and spirited 
discussion. 
Today, 11:30 a.m., Fireside Room

Today - Youth/Scout Sunday  
11 a.m. Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast, SH
11 a.m. Girl Scout Cookie Sales, Alcove
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti, SH
11:30 a.m. Book Study/Potluck, FR 
Friday, February 2
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Meeting, FR
Saturday, February 3   
8 a.m. West District Training Conference, Off-site
Sunday, February 4 - Holy Communion
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti, SH

                  In Case of Emergency....
Are you prepared for an emergency? Recent 
disasters around the world have focused our 
attention on what we need to know should a 
calamity strike our beloved church or a member 
of the congregation.  Do we know who to contact 
on your behalf, if you are unable to speak for 
yourself?

Please take a few moments to fill out an 
Emergency Contact Form, available at the 
Sunday Hospitality Table every Sunday morning. 
We are requesting two contacts other than your 
spouse.  If you’ve done this in the past, please fill 
out a new form so we can update your file.  The 
information is for First UMC purposes only, and 
will be used only in case of an emergency.

End of Life Series - Two Part Seminar
Congregation Care Visitor Anne Premer and Rev. 
Robert English will lead a 2-Part Series open to all.
Light refreshments served. No charge.  
PART 1 - Five Wishes 
We’ll walk through the Five Wishes - a living will 
that’s changing the way we talk about and plan for 
care at the end of life, addressing your medical, 
personal, emotional and spiritual needs.  Seminar 
includes a video from Aging with Dignity, the national 
non-profit organization with a mission to affirm and 
safeguard the human dignity of individuals as they 
age and to promote better care for those near the 
end of life.  For questions and to RSVP, contact Anne 
Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org.
Sunday, February 11, 11:30 - 12:30 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room

PART 2 - Funeral/Memorial Planning  
Discover the importance of funeral/memorial service 
planning, and other spiritual considerations when 
dealing with end of life care.  Come for yourself as 
well as your family - it’s a wonderful gift to yourself 
and your loved ones. Led by Rev. Robert English.
Sunday, February 18, 11:30 - 12:30 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room



FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

West District Training Conference
The West District Training Conference is for both 
current and emerging leaders within local UMC 
churches. This day of practical ministry training includes 
a time of praise and worship as well as numerous 
workshops led by leaders throughout the West District 
and California-Pacific Conference. Come expecting to 
meet new friends and connect with people across our 
district!  Go to: www.westdistricttraining.com to sign up. 
Contact the church office for possible carpool.
Saturday, February 3, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Holman United 
Methodist Church (3320 W Adams Blvd. LA)

Mid-Week Recital for February
Take a break from your day and spend your lunch 
hour listening to beautiful music!  The February 
recital features Althea Waites, piano.  Internationally 
acclaimed American Pianist, Althea has concertized 
extensively throughout the United States, Europe 
and Asia as a brilliant soloist, chamber musician and 
collaborative artist. She is currently on the keyboard 
faculty at California State Univerisity/Long Beach, 
and is the organist/pianist at Rolling Hills United 
Methodist Church. www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-
week-recital-series.
FREE Concert Wednesday, February 7, 12:10 - 12:40 
p.m., Sanctuary. Reception follows for the artist in the 
Fireside Room. (1st Wednesday due to Ash Wednesday)

February Messy Church
Messy Church is a great opportunity for families to be 
together in worship without the worry of being too silly 
or “messy” because, let’s face it, life can be messy! 
At Messy Church, we grow in our relationship with God 
and with one another through crafts, activities, music, 
and stories of God’s love. February Theme: Love God.
For more info or to sign up for the email list, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch.  
Saturday, February 10, 4:30 - 6 p.m., Chapel/Simkins 
Hall

CAST Auditions
Children’s After School Theater is calling all kids!  
CAST is holding auditions for their Spring production 
for 6th-12th graders.  Audition materials will be 
provided there.  Show title to be announced. 
Monday, February 12, 5 p.m. Simkins Hall

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
January Theme: Jesus, The Greatest Prophet
Bible Verse: “This is truly the prophet who is coming 
into the world.” John 6:14
Anchor Point: God sent Jesus to tell us about God.
Today’s Sunday School: A Boy’s Lunch

United Methodist Youth Fellowship
Youth Sunday - Youth lead today’s worship
No evening choir practice or UMYF

The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ 
centered environment where youth explore and 
grow in their faith. Activities are designed to nurture 
relationships and build a strong, loving community. 
This is a place of acceptance, outreach and 
spirituality.

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday   10 a.m.         Sanctuary Worship
Sunday    5 p.m.    simple church 
simple church tonight: on being amazed by 
God’s love
NO Simple Church February 4 (Super Bowl)

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Youth/Scout Sunday - Today!

Today the youth of First UMC have the opportunity 
to lead the Sunday service, from reading scripture to 
preaching the sermons they have written.  This day 
also celebrates the Scouting Ministries (Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts) and their long-standing traditions of 
service to the community.  Stay after worship for the 
Scouts Pancake Breakfast (no charge.)  And support 
the Girl Scouts by purchasing Girl Scout Cookies in 
the Alcove.
Pancake Breakfast & Cookie Sales: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m., 
Simkins Hall 

Pennies for Haiti - Today
First UMC is sending 9 volunteers to Haiti from 
February 15-25.  Joining with Église Methodiste 
d’Haiti (United Methodist Church of Haiti), we will be 
lending our time, talent, and faith to help our Haitian 
brothers and sisters by building and strengthening 
sustainable communities. Bring spare change (or cash!)  
to the Pennies for Haiti fundraiser after worship today 
and the next two Sundays. To find out more, and to 
help support this trip, go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti

Loving God with Our Minds - Today
The January book is: And God Said: How Translations 
Conceal the Bible’s Original Meaning by Dr. Joel M. 
Hoffman, professor, author, and translator.  Rabbi 
Jeff Marx will be with us today to lead our discussion 
around the riches of the Hebrew language and how 
inaccurate or misleading English translations often 
obscure or alter the meaning of the Scriptures. To 
whet your appetite, the author asks: “What’s wrong 
with the Ten Commandments, starting with the word 
‘commandments’?” Come, even if you haven’t read the 
book, for what will no doubt be a lively and spirited 
discussion. 
Today, 11:30 a.m., Fireside Room

Today - Youth/Scout Sunday  
11 a.m. Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast, SH
11 a.m. Girl Scout Cookie Sales, Alcove
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti, SH
11:30 a.m. Book Study/Potluck, FR 
Friday, February 2
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Meeting, FR
Saturday, February 3   
8 a.m. West District Training Conference, Off-site
Sunday, February 4 - Holy Communion
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti, SH

                  In Case of Emergency....
Are you prepared for an emergency? Recent 
disasters around the world have focused our 
attention on what we need to know should a 
calamity strike our beloved church or a member 
of the congregation.  Do we know who to contact 
on your behalf, if you are unable to speak for 
yourself?

Please take a few moments to fill out an 
Emergency Contact Form, available at the 
Sunday Hospitality Table every Sunday morning. 
We are requesting two contacts other than your 
spouse.  If you’ve done this in the past, please fill 
out a new form so we can update your file.  The 
information is for First UMC purposes only, and 
will be used only in case of an emergency.

End of Life Series - Two Part Seminar
Congregation Care Visitor Anne Premer and Rev. 
Robert English will lead a 2-Part Series open to all.
Light refreshments served. No charge.  
PART 1 - Five Wishes 
We’ll walk through the Five Wishes - a living will 
that’s changing the way we talk about and plan for 
care at the end of life, addressing your medical, 
personal, emotional and spiritual needs.  Seminar 
includes a video from Aging with Dignity, the national 
non-profit organization with a mission to affirm and 
safeguard the human dignity of individuals as they 
age and to promote better care for those near the 
end of life.  For questions and to RSVP, contact Anne 
Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org.
Sunday, February 11, 11:30 - 12:30 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room

PART 2 - Funeral/Memorial Planning  
Discover the importance of funeral/memorial service 
planning, and other spiritual considerations when 
dealing with end of life care.  Come for yourself as 
well as your family - it’s a wonderful gift to yourself 
and your loved ones. Led by Rev. Robert English.
Sunday, February 18, 11:30 - 12:30 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room
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Upward Bound House Home Run for Kids 
Registration is now open for the 6th Annual Home 
Run for Kids Walk/Run in the Brentwood community 
of West Los Angeles.  This is a great opportunity 
for kids and parents alike to work together to solve 
family homelessness, a growing crisis across Los 
Angeles. Register on the website under “First United 
Methodist Church.”  Before the race, First UMC will 
hold a brief on-site worship service complete with 
Communion at 8 a.m. Look for the white First UMC 
tent.  Find out what it means to pray with your feet!   
Sunday, February 11: www.homerunforkids.com

Cal-Pac Responding to Fires and Mudslides
Representatives of the California-Pacific 
Conference have been present at meetings in 
different locations near disaster areas for the past 
few weeks, organizing to respond with a number 
of different organizations inside and outside of the 
church. To find out how you can help with donations, 
volunteering, and more, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/disaster-response 

 
 For more mission opportunities, go to:

www.santamonicaumc.org/outreach-missions.

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

LOOKING FORWARD

OPEN INVITATIONS
Prayer Quilt Ministry

The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an outreach ministry 
that combines the gift of prayer with the gift of 
a hand-tied quilt. There are a number of ways to 
be involved: When a prayer quilt is hanging in 
the Sanctuary come tie a knot and say a prayer.  
Remember the recipients in your prayers in the 
following days.  And join the ministry for work and 
fellowship on the third Saturday of each month 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon.  You don’t have to know 
how to sew to help.  
Next meeting: Saturday, February 17, 9:30 a.m. - 
12 p.m., Room 300

Lectionary Scripture Discussion
A lectionary is a collection of readings or selections 
from the Scriptures, arranged and intended for 
proclamation during the worship of the people of 
God. The lectionary provides a guide to those who 
wish to read, study, and pray the Bible in tune with 
the church’s prayer and preaching.  Center your 
mind by joining the conversation!  The coffee is hot 
and the discussion is engaging. Come and go as 
you need – and prepare for worship with deeper 
insight and understanding.
Sundays: 9 – 9:45 a.m., Fireside Room

There are many opportunities available at First UMC 
for spiritual growth, fellowship and community.  
To view more, go to:www.santamonicaumc.org.

Ash Wednesday Services 
Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent - a time of introspection and 
self-examination of our lives and relationship with God. The ritual of the 
ashes represent a visual reminder of the day as we pause to remember 
our physical limits in contrast to the infinity of God.  Here at First UMC, 
we offer two Ash Wednesday services in the Chapel.  The ashes used 
for the services come from the burned palms of last year’s Palm Sunday 
Service.  We invite you to this intimate and reflective service that marks 
the beginning of the Lenten season. 

Ash Wednesday: Wednesday, February 14 
12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., in the Chapel

F O C U S    O N YOUTH/SCOUT SUNDAY
January 28, 2018         

This Sunday we celebrate and worship our wonderful God, while being led by our youth, those in grades 
6-12. Our youth ministry at First United Methodist Church is an important part of the life of our church 
community. Our youth continue to inspire us and lead us all in their discipleship of Jesus Christ.

Today our seniors, Will Buxton, Owen Ing and Emma Wollitz will deliver sermons and our Youth Choir 
led by Jack McHugh, will sing. We hope you are inspired during our worship to “make room for God” in 
your life and heart as well!

We have many opportunities for the youth of our church to participate and grow in God’s love and grace.  
We have our weekly United Methodist Youth Fellowship (UMYF) meeting Sunday evenings from 
6 - 8:30 p.m.  Youth Choir practices from 6 - 6:30 p.m. in the Choir Room, followed by everyone 
coming together for dinner, games and a program.  The youth 
participate as Lay Lectors, Acolytes and Crucifers during the 
10 a.m. Sanctuary worship.  Additionally, we have our Youth 
Service Project every summer where we serve for a week doing 
home repairs or re-building across the nation.  To learn more about 
the youth group, email Tricia at:  t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org.

• Stay after worship for the Boy Scouts Pancake Breakfast
11 a.m. in Simkins Hall (a gift from the Scouts to the Congregation, at no charge) 
• Support the Girl Scouts by purchasing Girl Scouts cookies in the Alcove after worship.

Will Buxton Owen Ing Emma Wollitz
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