FAMILY INFO
WORSHIP INFO

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.
—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway
west of the Fireside Room.
— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously.
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth,
and adults.
—After today’s service, members of the Communion Server Ministry
will be taking the communion elements to those who were unable to
worship with us.
—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.
—Flowers: Given to the glory of God, from donations to the First UMC
flower fund. Please consider a gift to the Flower Fund. Your donation
will be used for Sundays such as today, when flowers have not been
ordered.
—To request prayers, fill in a Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card and place
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Visit the Fireside Room to view Shining Through: Photographs of
First UMC Sanctuary Stained Glass Windows, by photographer Fabian
Lewkowicz.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be
on your mind! We're here to serve you.

MISSIONS

—Next Sunday: Commissioning of the Haiti Work Team; Rev. Robert
English will preach.
—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank. In February,
please bring canned tuna.
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Holy Communion • February 4, 2018

...those who wait for the Lord shall renew
their strength, they shall mount up with
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not faint.
— Isaiah 40:31

W E G AT H E R

WELCOME 					
PRELUDE

Rev. Robert English

Sketch in D-flat (Robert Schumann)

Ty Woodward, Organ

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #139 United Methodist Hymnal — Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
*CALL TO WORSHIP 					
Leanne Smith, Lay Lector
Have we not known? Have we not heard?
Has it not been told to us since the beginning?
Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;
They shall mount up with wings like eagles;
They shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.
Thanks be to God!

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE

“Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength.”

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 				
God is real. God is love.

Every person matters. You matter.

Together we can change the world.

		
Please greet those worshipping near you.

F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA
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*

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices. Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE			

Tricia Guerrero

#2233 The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong

This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.
As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one
another, as Jesus taught to do.
As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes.

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE 		

Rev. English

We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service.
		
Thanks be to God!
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

THE LESSON Isaiah 40:21-31 (Pew Bible page 668, O.T.)
		Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!
HOMILY “Wait for the Lord”

Leanne Smith, David Mayhan
Rev. Patricia Farris

WE RESPOND
WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES 			
Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in
the offering plate. Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

THE OFFERTORY

Be Thou My Vision (Craig Courtney)

The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director

*RESPONSE #94 UMH — The Doxology
*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Tricia Guerrero

We sing to you, O God, with thanksgiving, making melody to you with our praise.
Use these gifts to spread the Good News of your love near and far, for the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
We will use the Musical Setting beginning on page 2257 in The Faith We Sing hymnal. Gluten-free
vegan wafers are available from the servers upon request. The Ushers will guide you in coming forward to
receive the communion elements. You may pause at the kneeler to pray or be in silent prayer at
your seat.

#629 UMH — You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
#614 UMH — For the Bread Which You Have Broken
#143 UMH — On Eagle’s Wings (choir sings verses)
WE GO FORTH TO SERVE
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 			

Rev. Farris

Everlasting God, Creator of the ends of the earth, we bless you, for you are
gracious. Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
glory and honor are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*HYMN #2001 TFWS — We Sing to You, O God
*BENEDICTION			
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
POSTLUDE Trumpet Voluntary in D (Jeremiah Clarke)

Ty Woodward

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart: naught be all else to me, save that thou art. Thou my best thought
by day or by night, waking or sleeping thy presence my light. Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always: thou and thou only first in my heart. High king of heaven, my
treasure thou art. High king of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’ns
Sun! Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world.
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.
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OPEN INVITATIONS

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Upward Bound House Home Run for Kids

Next Sunday is the 6th Annual Home Run for
Kids Walk/Run in the Brentwood community of
West Los Angeles. This is a great opportunity for
kids and parents alike to work together to solve
family homelessness, a growing crisis across Los
Angeles. Register on the website under “First United
Methodist Church.” Before the race, First UMC will
hold a brief on-site worship service complete with
Communion at 8 a.m. Look for the white First UMC
tent. Find out what it means to pray with your feet!
Next Sunday, February 11: www.homerunforkids.com

Cal-Pac Responding to Fires and Mudslides

Representatives of the California-Pacific
Conference have been present at meetings in
different locations near disaster areas for the past
few weeks, organizing to respond with a number
of different organizations inside and outside of the
church. To find out how you can help with donations,
volunteering, and more, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/disaster-response
For more mission opportunities, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/outreach-missions.

Prayer Quilt Ministry

The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an outreach ministry
that combines the gift of prayer with the gift of
a hand-tied quilt. There are a number of ways to
be involved: When a prayer quilt is hanging in
the Sanctuary come tie a knot and say a prayer.
Remember the recipients in your prayers in the
following days. Next Sunday Sue Payne and Maile
Marquand, chairs of the Prayer Quilt Ministry, will
speak during Moments for Mission during worship.
Next meeting: Saturday, February 17, 9:30 a.m. 12 p.m., Room 300

Lectionary Scripture Discussion

A lectionary is a collection of readings or selections
from the Scriptures, arranged and intended for
proclamation during the worship of the people of
God. The lectionary provides a guide to those who
wish to read, study, and pray the Bible in tune with
the church’s prayer and preaching. Center your
mind by joining the conversation! The coffee is hot
and the discussion is engaging. Come and go as
you need – and prepare for worship with deeper
insight and understanding.
Sundays: 9 – 9:45 a.m., Fireside Room

There are many opportunities available at First UMC
for spiritual growth, fellowship and community.
To view more, go to:www.santamonicaumc.org.

LOOKING FORWARD

Ash Wednesday Services

Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent - a time of introspection and
self-examination of our lives and relationship with God. The ritual of the
ashes represent a visual reminder of the day as we pause to remember
our physical limits in contrast to the infinity of God. Here at First UMC,
we offer two Ash Wednesday services in the Chapel. The ashes used
for the services come from the burned palms of last year’s Palm Sunday
Service. We invite you to this intimate and reflective service that marks
the beginning of the Lenten season.
Ash Wednesday: Wednesday, February 14
12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., in the Chapel

PENNIES FOR HAITI

FOCUS ON

February 4, 2018

			

Haiti 2018

Every year since the devastating 7.0 earthquake in 2010 near Port-au-Prince, First UMC of Santa Monica has
sent a work team to live and serve in the country of Haiti.
In collaboration with Haitian Methodist partners, our efforts thus far have made tangible progress in rebuilding
churches, clinics, schools and homes. We believe that our biggest impact in the rebuilding effort in Haiti,
however, is in giving hope and building relationships with our fellow Haitian brothers and sisters in Christ.
This year’s First UMC team: Charity Goldberg, Glenda Martinez, Grace Cho, John Pfister, Katie Goldstein,
Mahetzi Hernandez, Michael Olsson, Sherry Erlandson, and Todd Erlandson. The team will be commissioned
during worship next Sunday, February 11, and the trip takes place February 15-25.

Pennies for Haiti - Every Penny Counts!
During the 2017 trip, while at the Sunday service in a small church in the village of Sobier, the Work Team
learned that Hurricane Matthew claimed some of the goats in the village. Livestock are an essential source of
income and insurance for the families that are fortunate enough to own them. With Pastor Robert’s guidance,
the team unanimously voted to use the donations raised ($400) from Pennies for Haiti to purchase female
goats. With the help of a few church and community leaders, a goat was given to eleven of the neediest families
of Sobier. The team witnessed firsthand how every penny really does make a difference.

Ways to Give

• Bring your loose change (or cash) to church today and next Sunday February 11, and place them in the Pennies
for Haiti buckets in the narthex or during Coffee Hour in the hall.
• Give online www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti or drop checks in the offering plate, memo: Haiti Work Team
• Donations are 100% tax-deductible.

Stories of Grace

The team will host a Report Back Luncheon on March 4, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall. All are welcome to hear team
members share their experiences in Haiti. Lunch will be served. No charge.

Pennies for Haiti: Today and next Sunday. Orange buckets located in the narthex and Simkins Hall
F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA

1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403
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WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday 10 a.m. 		
Sanctuary Worship
Sunday 5 p.m. 		
simple church
NO simple church tonight (Super Bowl)

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today - Holy Communion
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti, SH
11 a.m. Girl Scout Cookie Sales, SH
Wednesday, February 7
9:30 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
12:10 p.m. Mid-Week Recital/Reception, S/SH
Saturday, February 10
4:30 - 6 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/SH
Sunday, February 11 - Home Run for Kids (off-site)
Haiti Work Team Commissioning
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti, SH
11:30 a.m. Five Wishes Seminar, FR

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
February Theme: Who Then Is This?
Bible Verse: “Who then is this? Even the wind and
the sea obey him!” Mark 4:41
Anchor Point: Jesus shows God’s Power.
Sunday Theme: Jesus Walks on Water
United Methodist Youth Fellowship
3:30 p.m. UMYF Super Bowl Sunday Potluck
tonight, Youth Lounge
No Youth Choir
The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ
centered environment where youth explore and
grow in their faith. Activities are designed to nurture
relationships and build a strong, loving community.
This is a place of acceptance, outreach and
spirituality.
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FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY (CONTINUED)

C

FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Girl Scout Cookie Sales - Today
Stop by the Alcove to purchase Girl Scout Cookies
after worship today.
Mid-Week Recital for February
Take a break from your day and spend your lunch
hour listening to beautiful music! The February
recital features Althea Waites, piano. Internationally
acclaimed American Pianist, Althea has concertized
extensively throughout the United States, Europe
and Asia as a brilliant soloist, chamber musician and
collaborative artist. She is currently on the keyboard
faculty at California State Univerisity/Long Beach,
and is the organist/pianist at Rolling Hills United
Methodist Church.
www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series.
FREE Concert Wednesday, February 7, 12:10 - 12:40
p.m., Sanctuary. Reception follows for the artist in the
Fireside Room. (1st Wednesday due to Ash Wednesday)

February Messy Church

Messy Church is a great opportunity for families to be
together in worship without the worry of being too silly
or “messy” because, let’s face it, life can be messy!
At Messy Church, we grow in our relationship with God
and with one another through crafts, activities, music,
and stories of God’s love. February Theme: Love God.
For more info or to sign up for the email list, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch.
Saturday, February 10, 4:30 - 6 p.m., Chapel/Simkins
Hall

CAST Auditions

Children’s After School Theater is calling all youth!
CAST is holding auditions for their Spring production
for 6th-12th graders. Audition materials will be
provided there. Show title to be announced. For
questions or to RSVP: cast@santamonicaumc.org.
Monday, February 12, 5 p.m. Simkins Hall

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.

If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

Aging with Dignity: Five Wishes & Memorial
Planning

Congregation Care Visitor Anne Premer and Rev.
Robert English will lead a 2-Part Series open to all.
Light refreshments served. No charge.
PART 1 - Five Wishes
We’ll walk through the Five Wishes - a living will that’s
changing the way we talk about and plan for care
at the end of life, addressing your medical, personal,
emotional and spiritual needs. Seminar includes a
video from Aging with Dignity, the national non-profit
organization with a mission to affirm and safeguard
the human dignity of individuals as they age and
to promote better care for those near the end of
life. For questions and to RSVP, contact Anne Premer:
a.premer@santamonicaumc.org.
Next Sunday, February 11, 11:30 - 12:30 p.m. in the
Fireside Room
PART 2 - Funeral/Memorial Planning
Discover the importance of funeral/memorial service
planning, and other spiritual considerations when
dealing with end of life care. Come for yourself as
well as your family - it’s a wonderful gift to yourself
and your loved ones. Led by Rev. Robert English.
Sunday, February 18, 11:30 - 12:30 p.m. in the Fireside
Room

Standing Together

A new Standing Together group is forming. This is a
group of approximately 10 people from First UMC
and 10 from the group of our Muslim neighbors that
gather for Friday Prayers in our Fireside Room each
week. The group meets for seven sessions. These will
be held on Sunday afternoons tentatively scheduled
for 7 Sundays between March 4 and June 3.
The purpose is to get to know one another as friends
and neighbors and learn about one another’s
religious faith and practice. We share some common
readings, discussion, and food. We have provided
child care for past groups and have had the joy of
our children becoming friends as well as the adults.
Let Rev. Patricia know at your earliest convenience
if you are interested or have questions about the
experience.

Please wear your name tag to worship
every Sunday. If you would like a name
tag, or need a replacement, email info@
santamonicaumc.org, or go to the Sunday
Hospitality Table, to order a new one.

DanceFit

First UMC member Whitney Hagan leads DanceFit:
“DanceFit is inspired by Zumba, a high-energy interval
workout set to upbeat music, featuring choreographed
dance tailored for fitness. It’s is a full body workout,
targeting your core, arms, legs, and glutes. What if I
can’t dance? You don’t need to be a great dancer to feel
welcome in DanceFit! The class is designed for multiple
levels, including beginners. We emphasize moving to the
music and having fun regardless of your fitness level.”
(No charge.)
Saturday, February 17: 10 - 11 a.m. Simkins Hall

In Case of Emergency....
Are you prepared for an emergency? Recent
disasters around the world have focused our
attention on what we need to know should a
calamity strike our beloved church or a member
of the congregation. Do we know who to contact
on your behalf, if you are unable to speak for
yourself?
Please take a few moments to fill out an
Emergency Contact Form, available at the
Sunday Hospitality Table every Sunday morning.
We are requesting two contacts other than your
spouse. If you’ve done this in the past, please fill
out a new form so we can update your file. The
information is for First UMC purposes only, and
will be used only in case of an emergency.
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extensively throughout the United States, Europe
and Asia as a brilliant soloist, chamber musician and
collaborative artist. She is currently on the keyboard
faculty at California State Univerisity/Long Beach,
and is the organist/pianist at Rolling Hills United
Methodist Church.
www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series.
FREE Concert Wednesday, February 7, 12:10 - 12:40
p.m., Sanctuary. Reception follows for the artist in the
Fireside Room. (1st Wednesday due to Ash Wednesday)

February Messy Church

Messy Church is a great opportunity for families to be
together in worship without the worry of being too silly
or “messy” because, let’s face it, life can be messy!
At Messy Church, we grow in our relationship with God
and with one another through crafts, activities, music,
and stories of God’s love. February Theme: Love God.
For more info or to sign up for the email list, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch.
Saturday, February 10, 4:30 - 6 p.m., Chapel/Simkins
Hall

CAST Auditions

Children’s After School Theater is calling all youth!
CAST is holding auditions for their Spring production
for 6th-12th graders. Audition materials will be
provided there. Show title to be announced. For
questions or to RSVP: cast@santamonicaumc.org.
Monday, February 12, 5 p.m. Simkins Hall

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.

If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

Aging with Dignity: Five Wishes & Memorial
Planning

Congregation Care Visitor Anne Premer and Rev.
Robert English will lead a 2-Part Series open to all.
Light refreshments served. No charge.
PART 1 - Five Wishes
We’ll walk through the Five Wishes - a living will that’s
changing the way we talk about and plan for care
at the end of life, addressing your medical, personal,
emotional and spiritual needs. Seminar includes a
video from Aging with Dignity, the national non-profit
organization with a mission to affirm and safeguard
the human dignity of individuals as they age and
to promote better care for those near the end of
life. For questions and to RSVP, contact Anne Premer:
a.premer@santamonicaumc.org.
Next Sunday, February 11, 11:30 - 12:30 p.m. in the
Fireside Room
PART 2 - Funeral/Memorial Planning
Discover the importance of funeral/memorial service
planning, and other spiritual considerations when
dealing with end of life care. Come for yourself as
well as your family - it’s a wonderful gift to yourself
and your loved ones. Led by Rev. Robert English.
Sunday, February 18, 11:30 - 12:30 p.m. in the Fireside
Room

Standing Together

A new Standing Together group is forming. This is a
group of approximately 10 people from First UMC
and 10 from the group of our Muslim neighbors that
gather for Friday Prayers in our Fireside Room each
week. The group meets for seven sessions. These will
be held on Sunday afternoons tentatively scheduled
for 7 Sundays between March 4 and June 3.
The purpose is to get to know one another as friends
and neighbors and learn about one another’s
religious faith and practice. We share some common
readings, discussion, and food. We have provided
child care for past groups and have had the joy of
our children becoming friends as well as the adults.
Let Rev. Patricia know at your earliest convenience
if you are interested or have questions about the
experience.

Please wear your name tag to worship
every Sunday. If you would like a name
tag, or need a replacement, email info@
santamonicaumc.org, or go to the Sunday
Hospitality Table, to order a new one.

DanceFit

First UMC member Whitney Hagan leads DanceFit:
“DanceFit is inspired by Zumba, a high-energy interval
workout set to upbeat music, featuring choreographed
dance tailored for fitness. It’s is a full body workout,
targeting your core, arms, legs, and glutes. What if I
can’t dance? You don’t need to be a great dancer to feel
welcome in DanceFit! The class is designed for multiple
levels, including beginners. We emphasize moving to the
music and having fun regardless of your fitness level.”
(No charge.)
Saturday, February 17: 10 - 11 a.m. Simkins Hall

In Case of Emergency....
Are you prepared for an emergency? Recent
disasters around the world have focused our
attention on what we need to know should a
calamity strike our beloved church or a member
of the congregation. Do we know who to contact
on your behalf, if you are unable to speak for
yourself?
Please take a few moments to fill out an
Emergency Contact Form, available at the
Sunday Hospitality Table every Sunday morning.
We are requesting two contacts other than your
spouse. If you’ve done this in the past, please fill
out a new form so we can update your file. The
information is for First UMC purposes only, and
will be used only in case of an emergency.

OPEN INVITATIONS

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Upward Bound House Home Run for Kids

Next Sunday is the 6th Annual Home Run for
Kids Walk/Run in the Brentwood community of
West Los Angeles. This is a great opportunity for
kids and parents alike to work together to solve
family homelessness, a growing crisis across Los
Angeles. Register on the website under “First United
Methodist Church.” Before the race, First UMC will
hold a brief on-site worship service complete with
Communion at 8 a.m. Look for the white First UMC
tent. Find out what it means to pray with your feet!
Next Sunday, February 11: www.homerunforkids.com

Cal-Pac Responding to Fires and Mudslides

Representatives of the California-Pacific
Conference have been present at meetings in
different locations near disaster areas for the past
few weeks, organizing to respond with a number
of different organizations inside and outside of the
church. To find out how you can help with donations,
volunteering, and more, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/disaster-response
For more mission opportunities, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/outreach-missions.

Prayer Quilt Ministry

The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an outreach ministry
that combines the gift of prayer with the gift of
a hand-tied quilt. There are a number of ways to
be involved: When a prayer quilt is hanging in
the Sanctuary come tie a knot and say a prayer.
Remember the recipients in your prayers in the
following days. Next Sunday Sue Payne and Maile
Marquand, chairs of the Prayer Quilt Ministry, will
speak during Moments for Mission during worship.
Next meeting: Saturday, February 17, 9:30 a.m. 12 p.m., Room 300

Lectionary Scripture Discussion

A lectionary is a collection of readings or selections
from the Scriptures, arranged and intended for
proclamation during the worship of the people of
God. The lectionary provides a guide to those who
wish to read, study, and pray the Bible in tune with
the church’s prayer and preaching. Center your
mind by joining the conversation! The coffee is hot
and the discussion is engaging. Come and go as
you need – and prepare for worship with deeper
insight and understanding.
Sundays: 9 – 9:45 a.m., Fireside Room

There are many opportunities available at First UMC
for spiritual growth, fellowship and community.
To view more, go to:www.santamonicaumc.org.

LOOKING FORWARD

Ash Wednesday Services

Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent - a time of introspection and
self-examination of our lives and relationship with God. The ritual of the
ashes represent a visual reminder of the day as we pause to remember
our physical limits in contrast to the infinity of God. Here at First UMC,
we offer two Ash Wednesday services in the Chapel. The ashes used
for the services come from the burned palms of last year’s Palm Sunday
Service. We invite you to this intimate and reflective service that marks
the beginning of the Lenten season.
Ash Wednesday: Wednesday, February 14
12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., in the Chapel

PENNIES FOR HAITI

FOCUS ON

February 4, 2018

			

Haiti 2018

Every year since the devastating 7.0 earthquake in 2010 near Port-au-Prince, First UMC of Santa Monica has
sent a work team to live and serve in the country of Haiti.
In collaboration with Haitian Methodist partners, our efforts thus far have made tangible progress in rebuilding
churches, clinics, schools and homes. We believe that our biggest impact in the rebuilding effort in Haiti,
however, is in giving hope and building relationships with our fellow Haitian brothers and sisters in Christ.
This year’s First UMC team: Charity Goldberg, Glenda Martinez, Grace Cho, John Pfister, Katie Goldstein,
Mahetzi Hernandez, Michael Olsson, Sherry Erlandson, and Todd Erlandson. The team will be commissioned
during worship next Sunday, February 11, and the trip takes place February 15-25.

Pennies for Haiti - Every Penny Counts!
During the 2017 trip, while at the Sunday service in a small church in the village of Sobier, the Work Team
learned that Hurricane Matthew claimed some of the goats in the village. Livestock are an essential source of
income and insurance for the families that are fortunate enough to own them. With Pastor Robert’s guidance,
the team unanimously voted to use the donations raised ($400) from Pennies for Haiti to purchase female
goats. With the help of a few church and community leaders, a goat was given to eleven of the neediest families
of Sobier. The team witnessed firsthand how every penny really does make a difference.

Ways to Give

• Bring your loose change (or cash) to church today and next Sunday February 11, and place them in the Pennies
for Haiti buckets in the narthex or during Coffee Hour in the hall.
• Give online www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti or drop checks in the offering plate, memo: Haiti Work Team
• Donations are 100% tax-deductible.

Stories of Grace

The team will host a Report Back Luncheon on March 4, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall. All are welcome to hear team
members share their experiences in Haiti. Lunch will be served. No charge.

Pennies for Haiti: Today and next Sunday. Orange buckets located in the narthex and Simkins Hall
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