FAMILY INFO
WORSHIP INFO

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.
—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway
west of the Fireside Room.
— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously.
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth,
and adults.
—After today’s service, members of the Communion Server Ministry
will be taking the communion elements to those who were unable to
worship with us.
—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.
—Flowers: Dried floral arrangements at the reredos help to remind us
of our Lenten Discipline during the season of Lent.
—Now is the time to donate toward the purchase of Easter Lilies for
Easter Sunday morning sanctuary worship in celebration of a loved one,
an event, a joy, or a remembrance. Stop by the Sunday Hospitality Table
or call, email or mail your dedication (please print clearly) along with
$12 per plant to the church office. Deadline to order is March 22.
—To request prayers, fill in a Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card and place
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be
on your mind! We're here to serve you.

MISSIONS

—Next Sunday: Fourth Sunday in Lent; Rev. Robert English will preach.
—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank. In March,
please bring canned fruits and vegetables.

God is real. God is love.

Every person matters. You matter.
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Together we can change the world.
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For the message about the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God.
— I Corinthians 1:18

W E G AT H E R

WELCOME 					
PRELUDE

Rev. Robert English

The Celestial Banquet (Olivier Messiaen)

Ty Woodward, Organ

*CENTERING ON GOD			

Please stand and turn toward the cross in the center aisle.

#484 United Methodist Hymnal — Kyrie Eleison
		Psalm 19:1-4
			
#484 UMH — Kyrie Eleison

Dane Rold, Lay Lector

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

		
#145 UMH — Morning Has Broken

*CALL TO WORSHIP

						
In these forty days of Lent, God leads us into a time of reflection and prayer.
You open our eyes, O God, to your presence in the world.
You free us to lead others to the radiant splendor of your mercy.
Be with us in these journey days, O God.
Make us those who are born fresh and loving, open to the life of the earth and all people.
Guide us to new living in Christ Jesus.

*

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices. Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.

The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director

THE OFFERTORY

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE

For the Beauty of the Earth (John Rutter)
(To honor The Festival of God’s Creation/Earth Sunday)

"Come holy spirit, heavenly dove, with light and comfort from above; be Thou our guardian,
Thou our guide, o’er ev’ry thought and step preside."

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST			
		
Please greet those worshipping near you.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

#2233 The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong			

Tricia Guerrero

This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.
As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

He’s got the whole world in His hands, He’s got the whole world in His hands
He’s got the whole world in His hands, He’s got the whole world in His hands
As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes, and youth may go
to Youth Connect in Room 203.

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE 		
Rev. English
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service.
		
Thanks be to God!
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

Dane Rold

Rev. Keri Olsen

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
We will use the Musical Setting beginning on page 2257 in The Faith We Sing hymnal. Gluten-free
vegan wafers are available from the servers upon request. The Ushers will guide you in coming forward to
receive the communion elements. You may pause at the kneeler to pray or be in silent prayer at
your seat.

#2272 TFWS — Holy Ground
#2052 TFWS — The Lone, Wild Bird
#2076 TFWS — O Blessed Spring
WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

THE SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 1:18 (Pew Bible page 166, N.T.)
		Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!
HOMILY “Love God/Love Creation: Saving the World Through Beauty”

*RESPONSE #95 UMH — The Doxology
*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION

May we forge a new friendship with the earth and discover a new affinity with
beauty, with life, and with Christ, in whom all things were created in heaven and
on earth, for all things were created through him and for him. Amen.

He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands (verse 1)

THE FIRST LESSON Exodus 20:8-11 (Pew Bible page 66, O.T.)
		Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies, for the love, which from our birth over and
around us lies. Refrain: Lord of all to thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise. For the beauty of each
hour of the day and of the night, hill and vale and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light:
Refrain. For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, friends on earth, and friends above, for
all gentle thoughts and mild: Refrain. For each perfect gift of thine to our race so freely given, graces
human and divine, flow’rs of earth and buds of heav’n: Refrain.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Rev. Patricia Farris

WE RESPOND
WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES 			
Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in
the offering plate. Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

Rev. English

God of peace, let us your people know, that at the heart of turbulence there is an
inner calm that comes from faith in you. Keep us from being content with things as
they are, that from this central peace there may come a creative compassion,
a thirst for justice, and a willingness to give of ourselves in the spirit of Christ Amen.

*HYMN #2062 TFWS — The Lily of the Valley
*BENEDICTION			
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Toccata in D Minor (Gordon Balch Nevin)

Ty Woodward

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world.
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.
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As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices. Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Houston Mission Work Team

OPEN INVITATIONS
Men’s Breakfast

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is a weekly meeting
where men of all ages and generations gather to
ground themselves in the Holy Scripture. As men
try to navigate the stresses and complexities of this
modern world and daily life, Men’s Breakfast is a
place for community, prayer and fellowship through
the sharing of God’s Holy word. Come by as your
schedule permits! For more information and to add
yourself to the email list email Rev. Robert English:
r.english@santamonicaumc.org.
Meets Tuesdays, 7 a.m. in the Fireside Room

First UMC has felt called to respond in many ways
after the devastation in Houston from Hurricane
Harvey. This Spring, a work team will be sent to
Houston April 21-28 to further put our faith into
action. Our community will have the opportunity
to support the team on April 15 after worship
through a luncheon fundraiser. Visit the website
for more information and to donate towards their
fundraising efforts:
www.santamonicaumc.org/houston

Family Place Community Meal

simple church hosts a monthly potluck Community
Meal with Upward Bound House’s Family Place.
The Community Meal potluck is an opportunity to
help feed about 30-40 adults & children, served
buffet style. Invite your friends and join the next
potluck for an evening of conversation, crafts/
games with the kids, and a shared meal. For more
information, contact the Community Meal Volunteers
by emailing: meals@santamonicaumc.org, or call
the church office (310) 393-8258.
Thursday, March 22: 5:30 p.m. Family Place
(1020 12th St. Santa Monica)

Altar Guild

The Altar Guild is a group of volunteers who
prepare the Sanctuary for worship each week. If
you are interested in volunteering for this ministry
(you can volunteer for one Sunday a month), please
call the church office: 310.393.8258.

MARCH 25: PALM SUNDAY
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

MARCH 31: SIMPLE CHURCH
EASTER VIGIL

Worship is followed by Easter Egg Hunt and Family Brunch

NEW: 4:30 p.m. simple church:

7:30 p.m. Courtyard/Chapel
An ancient liturgy of Light, Word, and Communion

Courtyard/Fireside Room

MARCH 29: MAUNDY THURSDAY

APRIL 1: EASTER SUNDAY

6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service
Palisades Park (Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)

7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Worship

Bring fresh flowers for the cross, and a lawn chair
or blankets. Hot coffee served.

MARCH 30: GOOD FRIDAY

First UMC Sanctuary

Chapel open for Prayer 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Labyrinth open for walk 1 p.m. - 9 p.m.

12:10 p.m. Community Service - First Presbyterian Church
1220 2nd St, Santa Monica, CA 90401

SIMPLE CHURCH PRESENTS:

February 25, 2018		

Blessing of the Bicycles, Walkers,
Canes & Human Mobility Devices

There are many opportunities available at First UMC
for spiritual growth, fellowship and community.
To view more, go to:www.santamonicaumc.org.

HOLY WEEK 2018
Blessing of the Bicycles, Walkers, Canes
and Human Mobility Devices

FOCUS ON

On Palm Sunday, come to a special new service! In place of the March 25 simple church
Chapel service, simple church moves out to the Courtyard to hold Blessing of the Bicycles,
Walkers, Canes & Human Mobility Devices. Bring your walkers, hiking boots, bikes, scooters,
running shoes, canes, or whatever helps you get around town.
As we consider the gift of creation this season, and how to be better stewards of this gift,
we are taking some time to bless the devices that helps us to navigate this world by human
power. Bring a dish to share - a potluck will follow the blessing.

Sunday, March 25, 4:30 - 6 p.m. In the Courtyard & Fireside Room

10 a.m. Easter Celebration Worship
Family Service, Choir, Brass, Organ, Lilies, and Alleluias!
(nursery care provided)

www.santamonicaumc.org/lent

F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA

1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403
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FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY (CONTINUED)

C

Annika Dodd Library Celebration

WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday 10 a.m. 		
Sanctuary Worship
Sunday 5 p.m. 		
simple church
simple church theme: on confrontational love and
resisting consumer spirituality

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

Today - Third Sunday in Lent • Holy Communion
10:10 a.m. (during worship) Youth Connect begins,
Room 203
11 a.m. Haiti Report Back, SH
Wednesday, March 7
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
Saturday, March 10
4:30 - 6 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/SH
Sunday, March 11 - Fourth Sunday in Lent •
Daylight Saving Time begins (set clocks forward 1 hr.)
11 a.m. St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Annika Dodd Library Celebration, Library
11 a.m. Red Cross Blood Drive Signups, Alcove
11:15 a.m. Houston Mission Team Meeting, Rm 203

CHILDREN & YOUTH

Children’s Ministry
March Theme: In the Name of the Lord
Bible Verse: Blessings on the one who comes in the
name of the Lord! Mark 11:9
Anchor Point: We welcome Jesus in the name
of the Lord.
Sunday Theme: Mary Honors Jesus
Youth Connect: Room 203 (6th -12th graders)
United Methodist Youth Fellowship
6 p.m. Youth Choir, Choir Room
6:30 p.m. UMYF: Upside Down Jesus, Youth Lounge
First UMC takes the safety of the children
and youth very seriously. We follow Safe
Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment
to the physical safety and spiritual growth of all
of our children, youth, and adults.

FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Youth Connect - Starting Today

Next Sunday First UMC is providing youth with a new
opportunity during worship. Following the children’s
message in worship, youth are invited to Room 203 for
Youth Connect, a youth-aged Sunday School. We will
be using a resource titled “Can I Ask That?” - a Sticky
Faith curriculum from the Fuller Institute that is designed
to lead teens in critical conversations about their
faith. This study will invite students to look at topics by
raising hard questions that don’t have easy answers
and will help students think about them from a biblical
perspective. We will provide a safe environment where
questions can be addressed in an open and loving
space so that relationships are deepened in community.
First UMC member and youth leader Jen Jacques will
lead the group. If you or your youth are interested
or have questions, contact Tricia: t.guerrero@
santamonicaumc.org.

Haiti Mission Team Report-Back - Today

Stay for the Report Back Luncheon today after
worship, where all are welcome to hear the seventh
First UMC work team share their experiences and
stories of grace in Haiti. Lunch will be served.
Today, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Messy Church

Children and adults of all ages are welcome so invite
the grandparents, your neighbors and school friends
to this fun community. Be ready to get messy! March
Theme: Love your neighbor, love your world. For more
info or to sign up for the email list, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch.
Saturday, March 10, 4:30 - 6 p.m., Chapel/Simkins Hall

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.

If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

Help Annika Dodd celebrate her Girl Scout Silver
Award for her book renovation of the First UMC
Library. Annika organized and cleaned the existing
books, then replaced some of the older books with
new books generously donated by the Congregation.
Come down to the Library next Sunday after worship
(and before the St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon) and take
a look!
Sunday, March 11, 11 a.m. in the Library

Time for Wearin’ of the Green

Women of Action, a circle of United Methodist
Women, in partnership with Fellowship and Events and
Children’s Ministry, invites everyone to the 19th Annual
St. Patrick’s Day luncheon. The cost of $8 per person
includes lunch and a robust and rousing sing-along,
with gaily Gaelic piano. Children are welcome and
will be provided materials to create seasonal crafts.
Children under 5 will be admitted for free. Don’t
forget to wear green!
Sunday, March 11, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall.

March Mid-Week Recital

The March FREE Mid-Week Recital features Duo
Undine: Boglárka Kiss, flute; Alison Bjorkedal, harp.
Founded in 2005, the flute and harp duo were
recently selected by the Beverly Hills Auditions as one
of the top chamber groups in Los Angeles. Alison is
on the faculty of California Institute of the Arts, and
Boglárka teaches at Pasadena City College.
No charge. Following the performance there will be
light refreshments served and a chance to meet the
artists in the Fireside Room.
Wednesday, March 14, 12:10 - 12:40 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. Reception to follow for artists

KNOW, LOVE, DO: Changing Nature and Us

Visit the Fireside Room to view KNOW, LOVE, DO:
Changing Nature and Us, the work of artist Christian
Kasperkovitz (aka Elkpen). A Los Angeles-based
artist, Elkpen looks for novel ways to talk about
nature to a wide audience. Following simple church
in the Chapel on Sunday March 18, don’t miss the
Elkpen Artist Talk and Reception, where Christian will
talk about her work and philosophy.
Sunday, March 18, 6-8:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room,
following simple church in the Chapel

First UMC Membership

Membership to First UMC is a celebration of
the fact that someone belongs to our faith in
community, connection, and commitment. Our
belonging promotes service to and with each other,
values mutual care, and develops meaningful
and supportive relationships. The church offers
thanks and welcome in the spirit of belonging to
one another. If you have questions on becoming a
member of First UMC, please contact one of our
Pastors. We will be welcoming New Members during
worship on Palm Sunday, March 25.

Save the Date: Red Cross Community Blood
Drive
The First UMC Health Ministry Council’s Red Cross
Community Blood Drive is coming soon! For more
information, questions, or to volunteer, contact
Dorothy Williams (dorothywil@gmail.com).
Schedule your appointment now on the website:
www.redcrossblood.org, and enter sponsor code
FirstUMCSM.
Blood Drive: Sunday, April 8, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Simkins Hall
For more information on these events, or to learn about
our ministries and missions, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org.

Lenten Devotionals Available

The First UMC Lenten Devotional, written by
members of the congregation, are available for
pick up in the Narthex, at the Hospitality Table,
or in the church office. You may also sign up
online to receive the daily devotional by email:
www.santamonicaumc.org/lent.

How to Keep a Holy Lent: Beginners Guide
Look for the pocket-sized Lenten guide called
How to Keep a Holy Lent: Beginners Guide,
available now in the Narthex and at the
Hospitality Table, and in the church office.
Each day includes a suggested tip for observing
Lent. Some examples include: Day 8: No
complaining day, Day 22: Tell someone what you
are grateful for, Day 24: Read Psalm 121.
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FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY (CONTINUED)

C

Annika Dodd Library Celebration

WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday 10 a.m. 		
Sanctuary Worship
Sunday 5 p.m. 		
simple church
simple church theme: on confrontational love and
resisting consumer spirituality

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

Today - Third Sunday in Lent • Holy Communion
10:10 a.m. (during worship) Youth Connect begins,
Room 203
11 a.m. Haiti Report Back, SH
Wednesday, March 7
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
Saturday, March 10
4:30 - 6 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/SH
Sunday, March 11 - Fourth Sunday in Lent •
Daylight Saving Time begins (set clocks forward 1 hr.)
11 a.m. St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Annika Dodd Library Celebration, Library
11 a.m. Red Cross Blood Drive Signups, Alcove
11:15 a.m. Houston Mission Team Meeting, Rm 203

CHILDREN & YOUTH

Children’s Ministry
March Theme: In the Name of the Lord
Bible Verse: Blessings on the one who comes in the
name of the Lord! Mark 11:9
Anchor Point: We welcome Jesus in the name
of the Lord.
Sunday Theme: Mary Honors Jesus
Youth Connect: Room 203 (6th -12th graders)
United Methodist Youth Fellowship
6 p.m. Youth Choir, Choir Room
6:30 p.m. UMYF: Upside Down Jesus, Youth Lounge
First UMC takes the safety of the children
and youth very seriously. We follow Safe
Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment
to the physical safety and spiritual growth of all
of our children, youth, and adults.

FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Youth Connect - Starting Today

Next Sunday First UMC is providing youth with a new
opportunity during worship. Following the children’s
message in worship, youth are invited to Room 203 for
Youth Connect, a youth-aged Sunday School. We will
be using a resource titled “Can I Ask That?” - a Sticky
Faith curriculum from the Fuller Institute that is designed
to lead teens in critical conversations about their
faith. This study will invite students to look at topics by
raising hard questions that don’t have easy answers
and will help students think about them from a biblical
perspective. We will provide a safe environment where
questions can be addressed in an open and loving
space so that relationships are deepened in community.
First UMC member and youth leader Jen Jacques will
lead the group. If you or your youth are interested
or have questions, contact Tricia: t.guerrero@
santamonicaumc.org.

Haiti Mission Team Report-Back - Today

Stay for the Report Back Luncheon today after
worship, where all are welcome to hear the seventh
First UMC work team share their experiences and
stories of grace in Haiti. Lunch will be served.
Today, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Messy Church

Children and adults of all ages are welcome so invite
the grandparents, your neighbors and school friends
to this fun community. Be ready to get messy! March
Theme: Love your neighbor, love your world. For more
info or to sign up for the email list, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch.
Saturday, March 10, 4:30 - 6 p.m., Chapel/Simkins Hall

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.

If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

Help Annika Dodd celebrate her Girl Scout Silver
Award for her book renovation of the First UMC
Library. Annika organized and cleaned the existing
books, then replaced some of the older books with
new books generously donated by the Congregation.
Come down to the Library next Sunday after worship
(and before the St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon) and take
a look!
Sunday, March 11, 11 a.m. in the Library

Time for Wearin’ of the Green

Women of Action, a circle of United Methodist
Women, in partnership with Fellowship and Events and
Children’s Ministry, invites everyone to the 19th Annual
St. Patrick’s Day luncheon. The cost of $8 per person
includes lunch and a robust and rousing sing-along,
with gaily Gaelic piano. Children are welcome and
will be provided materials to create seasonal crafts.
Children under 5 will be admitted for free. Don’t
forget to wear green!
Sunday, March 11, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall.

March Mid-Week Recital

The March FREE Mid-Week Recital features Duo
Undine: Boglárka Kiss, flute; Alison Bjorkedal, harp.
Founded in 2005, the flute and harp duo were
recently selected by the Beverly Hills Auditions as one
of the top chamber groups in Los Angeles. Alison is
on the faculty of California Institute of the Arts, and
Boglárka teaches at Pasadena City College.
No charge. Following the performance there will be
light refreshments served and a chance to meet the
artists in the Fireside Room.
Wednesday, March 14, 12:10 - 12:40 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. Reception to follow for artists

KNOW, LOVE, DO: Changing Nature and Us

Visit the Fireside Room to view KNOW, LOVE, DO:
Changing Nature and Us, the work of artist Christian
Kasperkovitz (aka Elkpen). A Los Angeles-based
artist, Elkpen looks for novel ways to talk about
nature to a wide audience. Following simple church
in the Chapel on Sunday March 18, don’t miss the
Elkpen Artist Talk and Reception, where Christian will
talk about her work and philosophy.
Sunday, March 18, 6-8:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room,
following simple church in the Chapel

First UMC Membership

Membership to First UMC is a celebration of
the fact that someone belongs to our faith in
community, connection, and commitment. Our
belonging promotes service to and with each other,
values mutual care, and develops meaningful
and supportive relationships. The church offers
thanks and welcome in the spirit of belonging to
one another. If you have questions on becoming a
member of First UMC, please contact one of our
Pastors. We will be welcoming New Members during
worship on Palm Sunday, March 25.

Save the Date: Red Cross Community Blood
Drive
The First UMC Health Ministry Council’s Red Cross
Community Blood Drive is coming soon! For more
information, questions, or to volunteer, contact
Dorothy Williams (dorothywil@gmail.com).
Schedule your appointment now on the website:
www.redcrossblood.org, and enter sponsor code
FirstUMCSM.
Blood Drive: Sunday, April 8, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Simkins Hall
For more information on these events, or to learn about
our ministries and missions, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org.

Lenten Devotionals Available

The First UMC Lenten Devotional, written by
members of the congregation, are available for
pick up in the Narthex, at the Hospitality Table,
or in the church office. You may also sign up
online to receive the daily devotional by email:
www.santamonicaumc.org/lent.

How to Keep a Holy Lent: Beginners Guide
Look for the pocket-sized Lenten guide called
How to Keep a Holy Lent: Beginners Guide,
available now in the Narthex and at the
Hospitality Table, and in the church office.
Each day includes a suggested tip for observing
Lent. Some examples include: Day 8: No
complaining day, Day 22: Tell someone what you
are grateful for, Day 24: Read Psalm 121.

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Houston Mission Work Team

OPEN INVITATIONS
Men’s Breakfast

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is a weekly meeting
where men of all ages and generations gather to
ground themselves in the Holy Scripture. As men
try to navigate the stresses and complexities of this
modern world and daily life, Men’s Breakfast is a
place for community, prayer and fellowship through
the sharing of God’s Holy word. Come by as your
schedule permits! For more information and to add
yourself to the email list email Rev. Robert English:
r.english@santamonicaumc.org.
Meets Tuesdays, 7 a.m. in the Fireside Room

First UMC has felt called to respond in many ways
after the devastation in Houston from Hurricane
Harvey. This Spring, a work team will be sent to
Houston April 21-28 to further put our faith into
action. Our community will have the opportunity
to support the team on April 15 after worship
through a luncheon fundraiser. Visit the website
for more information and to donate towards their
fundraising efforts:
www.santamonicaumc.org/houston

Family Place Community Meal

simple church hosts a monthly potluck Community
Meal with Upward Bound House’s Family Place.
The Community Meal potluck is an opportunity to
help feed about 30-40 adults & children, served
buffet style. Invite your friends and join the next
potluck for an evening of conversation, crafts/
games with the kids, and a shared meal. For more
information, contact the Community Meal Volunteers
by emailing: meals@santamonicaumc.org, or call
the church office (310) 393-8258.
Thursday, March 22: 5:30 p.m. Family Place
(1020 12th St. Santa Monica)

Altar Guild

The Altar Guild is a group of volunteers who
prepare the Sanctuary for worship each week. If
you are interested in volunteering for this ministry
(you can volunteer for one Sunday a month), please
call the church office: 310.393.8258.

MARCH 25: PALM SUNDAY
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

MARCH 31: SIMPLE CHURCH
EASTER VIGIL

Worship is followed by Easter Egg Hunt and Family Brunch

NEW: 4:30 p.m. simple church:

7:30 p.m. Courtyard/Chapel
An ancient liturgy of Light, Word, and Communion

Courtyard/Fireside Room

MARCH 29: MAUNDY THURSDAY

APRIL 1: EASTER SUNDAY

6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service
Palisades Park (Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)

7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Worship

Bring fresh flowers for the cross, and a lawn chair
or blankets. Hot coffee served.

MARCH 30: GOOD FRIDAY

First UMC Sanctuary

Chapel open for Prayer 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Labyrinth open for walk 1 p.m. - 9 p.m.

12:10 p.m. Community Service - First Presbyterian Church
1220 2nd St, Santa Monica, CA 90401

SIMPLE CHURCH PRESENTS:

February 25, 2018		

Blessing of the Bicycles, Walkers,
Canes & Human Mobility Devices

There are many opportunities available at First UMC
for spiritual growth, fellowship and community.
To view more, go to:www.santamonicaumc.org.

HOLY WEEK 2018
Blessing of the Bicycles, Walkers, Canes
and Human Mobility Devices

FOCUS ON

On Palm Sunday, come to a special new service! In place of the March 25 simple church
Chapel service, simple church moves out to the Courtyard to hold Blessing of the Bicycles,
Walkers, Canes & Human Mobility Devices. Bring your walkers, hiking boots, bikes, scooters,
running shoes, canes, or whatever helps you get around town.
As we consider the gift of creation this season, and how to be better stewards of this gift,
we are taking some time to bless the devices that helps us to navigate this world by human
power. Bring a dish to share - a potluck will follow the blessing.

Sunday, March 25, 4:30 - 6 p.m. In the Courtyard & Fireside Room

10 a.m. Easter Celebration Worship
Family Service, Choir, Brass, Organ, Lilies, and Alleluias!
(nursery care provided)

www.santamonicaumc.org/lent

F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA

1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258 · info@santamonicaumc.org

