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On the Website
Many church events are captured by church member Allan 
Walker and other members.  To view those photos visit the 
Photo Gallery page.  

If you have photos from church events you would like to 
share please email them to: photo@santamonicaumc.org, 
or call the church office.

www.santamonicaumc.org/photos

Anyone remember a bumper sticker that seemed to be everywhere just a few years ago?  “Commit random acts of 
kindness and senseless acts of beauty.”

Where did that go?  The prevailing norm these days seems to be just the opposite.  Alarmingly, public discourse is more 
often marked by polarization, demonization, ugliness and fear.  As songwriter Joni Mitchell once observed:  “You don’t 
know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone.”

How did we get here and how do we find our way back to genuine communities of respect and compassion?  As people 
of faith, we turn to God, prayer, and Scripture to help us find and re-find our way.  Sermons through August in the “Bind Our Hearts in Love” series 
will explore the Letter to the Ephesians and its many teachings for the church about how to be a community worthy of the gospel, lessons essential 
both to the church and to our larger community.

And, week after week, we will gather together for worship, study, and service.  A new year begins in the Preschool as it celebrates its 70th 
Anniversary.  Sunday School classes, Youth group, and Children’s Church will gather.  Opportunities for fellowship and service will be in full swing.  
Committees will meet and plans will be made.  

All the “normal” stuff of church life will be happening, thanks be to God.  For this is where we learn to “practice what we preach,” creating 
community united in love, and through it all, witnessing to kindness, beauty, compassion, justice and peace.

AUGUST 5 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Holy Communion  
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Summer Sermon Series:
Bind Our Hearts in Love:
Bound Together
5 p.m. simple church
Reflections by Sherry Erlandson   

AUGUST 12 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
12th Sunday in Kingdomtide 
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Summer Sermon Series:
Bind Our Hearts in Love:
Making Peace
5 p.m. simple church
Reflections by Rev. Keri Olsen Paget    

AUGUST 19 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Faith in Action - Sunday School
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Summer Sermon Series:
Bind Our Hearts in Love:
Overflow  

5 p.m. simple church   
Reflections by Michael Olsson

AUGUST 26 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
14th Sunday in Kingdomtide
Sermon by Rev. Larry Young  
5 p.m. simple church
Reflections by Tricia Guerrero  

SEPTEMBER 2 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Holy Communion 
Sermon by Nathan Oney

5 p.m. simple church  

SEPTEMBER 9 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
16th Sunday in Kingdomtide 
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church 

SEPTEMBER 16
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
17th Sunday in Kingdomtide
Sermon by Tricia Guerrero

5 p.m. simple church  

SEPTEMBER 23 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Baptism • Commissioning 
Acolytes & Crucifers
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

SEPTEMBER 30
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
19th Sunday in Kingdomtide
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

   

WORSHIP – SUNDAYS IN AUGUST/SEPTEMBER

We welcome our new Pastoral Associate, Nathan Oney.  A recent 
graduate of the Claremont School of Theology, Nathan is a native of 
Oklahoma.  His undergraduate degree in Business Economics with a 
Minor in Math is from Oklahoma City University (a United Methodist 
college).  Nathan is a candidate for ordained ministry in The United 
Methodist Church.  He and Kristia (pronounced “Krista”) have been 
married five years.  They are both excited about becoming part of 
our First UMC family and have already secured an apartment in the 
area.  Kristia will be taking classes at West LA College to fill in some 
requirements before applying to a master’s program in Psychology.  
Nathan’s special interests are in teaching, new forms of church with 
young adults, worship, and pastoral care. 

To share some of your favorite Santa Monica spots with the Oneys, 
go to: santamonicaumc.org/nathan-oney.

Hello everyone!  I am 
excited to begin my work as your 
new Pastoral Associate. I have 
heard so many wonderful things 
about this congregation, and I 
can’t wait to see how God is at 
work in and through you. I promise 
to bring my passions and my full 
self to the church as we work 
together in ministry to all 
the world. 
- Nathan Oney

Welcome, Nathan!



AUGUST Calendar
Wednesday, August 1 - Vacation Bible School
Thursday, August 2 
5:30 p.m.  Family Place Community Meal, Off-site
Friday, August 3 - Vacation Bible School ends
Saturday, August 4
6 p.m. UMC Dodger Night, Dodger Stadium
Sunday, August 5 - Holy Communion
11:30 a.m. Brain Health Seminar: Memory and Aging: What You
 Need to Know, Fireside Room
Sunday, August 12 - Last day to collect school supplies for UBH
11:30 a.m. Mission Council Meeting, Conference Room A
1 p.m. Wesley Foundation Serving UCLA 90th Anniversary 
Celebration, Simkins Hall
Tuesday, August 14
8 a.m. Men’s Breakfast with Rabbi Jeff Marx, Fireside Room
Saturday, August 18
8:30 a.m. Messy Church & Family Connection Breakfast at the 
Beach, Off-site
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, August 19 - Blessing of the Backpacks  • Sunday School Faith 
in Action • Rev. Keri Olsen Paget’s last worship at First UMC
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Cake Reception for Rev. Keri Olsen Paget Farewell, 
Simkins Hall
Sunday, August 26
11:30 a.m. Brain Health Seminar: Living a Brain Healthy Lifestyle, 
Fireside Room

SEPTEMBER Calendar
Sunday, September 2 - Holy Communion  
Monday, September 3 - Labor Day, church office closed
Saturday, September 8
8 a.m. Habitat for Humanity Patience House build day, Off-site
4:30 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/Simkins Hall
Friday, September 14
7:30 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Dinner, FR
Saturday, September 15
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, September 16
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
2:30 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
6:15 p.m. United Methodist Youth Fellowship (UMYF) Kick-off, YL
Sunday, September 23 - Baptism • Blessing of the Acolytes & Crucifers
11:30 a.m. Loving God with Our Minds Book Study/Potluck, 
Fireside Room
Sunday, September 30
11 a.m. Youth Service Trip Report Back, Simkins Hall

           SUNDAYS-AT-A-GLANCE
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room 
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101 
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204 
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
10:10 a.m. Youth Connect, Room 203 (beginning Sept. 16) 
11 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6:15 p.m. UMYF Meeting, Youth Lounge (beginning Sept. 16)
 

Family Place Community Meal
simple church resumes hosting 
a monthly potluck Community 
Meal with Family Place.  A 
program of Upward Bound 
House, Family Place provides 
transitional housing and intensive 
wrap-around case management 
for families with minor children 
in crisis.  The Community Meal 
potluck is an opportunity to help 

feed about 30-40 adults & children, served buffet style. Attending the 
potluck not only provides a delicious meal for the families and allows 
the parents an evening free from cooking dinner but is a way for all who 
attend to be a part of a warm and accepting community.  Invite your 
friends and join the next potluck for an evening of conversation, crafts/
games with the kids, and a shared meal.  To contribute to the potluck 
fill out the online form: www.santamonicaumc.org/community-meal. 
For questions, contact the meal volunteers Dan Stirling and Anna 
Rogers: meal@santamonicaumc.org.

Thursday, August 2: 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. Family Place (1020 12th St.) Wesley Foundation Serving UCLA 
90th Anniversary Celebration
All are welcome to celebrate the WFSUCLA’s 90 years of developing, 
educating, and supporting students at UCLA. 

The Wesley Foundation Serving UCLA assists students, faculty, 
and staff in their personal and spiritual journeys through worship, 
programs, volunteer opportunities, and just plain “hanging out.”  
Campus pastor, Deaconess Jeanne Roe Smith, welcomes students to 
participate in the following programs:
580 Cafe:   A comfortable place for students to relax, study, eat, and 
more!  Lively discussions, art and music make this a special place to 
hang out, meet new friends, or catch up with old ones. 
Open Table:  Weekly worship where we gather to share scripture, food, 
music, and prayer. Our table worship is designed to feed our bodies 
and our spirits as we use video, poetry, and discussion to explore faith, 
belief, and experience.
Sunday Morning Worship:  Each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. at West LA United 
Methodist Church, 1913 Purdue Ave, in West LA.   

The 90th Anniversary Celebration will have music, memories, and 
refreshments, here on the First UMC campus.

$25 suggested donation payable at the door.  RSVP: wfsulca@gmail.
com, or call 310-909-4471.

Sunday, August 12: 1 - 3:30 p.m. in Simkins Hall

Men’s Breakfast Special Guest Speaker
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will host Rabbi Jeff Marx from The 
Santa Monica Synagogue for the final of his three guest speaking 
appearances.  All men are welcome!

Tuesday, August 14: 8 a.m.* in the Fireside Room (*note time change)

Messy Church Meetup
Messy Church joins Family 
Connection for Breakfast at the 
Beach! Relax on the beach, build 
a sandcastle, or swim out to the 
dolphins! Enjoy some fruit, bagels, 
coffee, and juice. All are welcome 
so invite your friends and family!

Saturday, August 18:  8:30 – 
11 a.m. Ocean Park Beach, 
Santa Monica (Between 
Lifeguard Stations 26 and 27)

Brain Health Seminars
Be sure to mark your calendars for two informative seminars on Brain 
Health this August.  Monica Moore, MSG, from the Mary S. Easton 
Center for Alzheimer’s Disease Research at UCLA (part of the David 
Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA) returns to present: 

• Memory and Aging: What You Need to Know 
Sunday, August 5: 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room
• Living a Brain Healthy Lifestyle 
Sunday, August 26: 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Monica Moore, MSG, has worked in the field of aging and Alzheimer’s 
disease for more than 15 years focusing on community education, 
outreach, and caregiver support.  She has worked for the Alzheimer’s 
Association - California Southland Chapter, WISE & Healthy Living, 
and is now proud to be at the Easton Center.  If you have any questions 
about the seminars, please contact Anne Premer at 310-393-8258 
ext 103, or email a.premer@santamonicaumc.org.  Light refreshments 
served.  No charge.

Habitat for Humanity Upcoming Build Days
First UMC volunteers had a great build day at the Patience House Culver 
City location, minus the record heat, on Saturday, July 7.  You can still 
sign up for the September build day - there are a few volunteer slots 
available, and more volunteer slots open on November 3.   (Limited 
signups for builders - the Westside Coalition allocates a certain number of 
people that we can bring to each build.)

To sign up for either month, contact Martha Ross: 
mpr01@verizon.net.
To know: Wear sturdy close-toed shoes (mandatory)  •  You may 
want to bring your own water to stay hydrated  •  Lunch and 
beverages will be provided.  We are unable to customize lunches. 
If you have any food issues, we are asking that you bring your own 
lunch  •  Parking is at a premium at the site, so if you can, please 
car pool.

Build dates:  Saturdays, September 8 & November 3:  8:30 a.m. - 
3:30 p.m.  Location: 4000 block of Globe Ave., Culver City

School Supplies Needed for 
Upward Bound House 
First UMC is taking donations of backpacks and school supplies 
for Family Place at Upward Bound House.  This year, we are also 
accepting money donations towards the purchase of supplies in bulk. 
You may drop a check in the Sunday Worship collection basket made 
out to First UMC, in the memo line “School Supplies.” Or to donate 
online, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/give. Click on the Donate 
Now, and select School Supplies Fund in the Select An Account 
dropdown menu. 
  Goal: 50 Supplied Backpacks!  
Items you may bring: Backpacks • Glue sticks • Scissors • Ballpoint pens 
• No. 2 pencils • Colored pencils • Pencil sharpener • Large pink eraser 

• Water-based markers •  White glue • Highlighters • Three-ring binder 
• Loose-leaf notebook paper • Pocket folders (two pockets) • Rulers • 

Crayons • Index Cards • 2 oz. Antibacterial Hand Soap 
Deadline to bring items: Sunday, August 12

You may drop off supplies in the box in the narthex, at the Hospitality 
Table, or in the church office. Sunday School’s Faith in Action will 
assemble the backpacks after Blessing of the Backpacks, Sunday, 
August 19 and will give to UBH the following week.  Let’s give the kids 
of Upward Bound House supplies for their first day of school!

Blessing of the Backpacks
Back to school is around the corner, and First UMC 
has you covered. All ages are welcome to bring 
backpacks, handbags, computer carriers, wallets, 
etc., to the annual Blessing of the Backpacks.  
Pick up a commemorative tag during service.
Sunday, August 19: during 10 a.m. Worship

Loving God with Our Minds
Bookstudy/Potluck

Barking to the Choir:  The Power of Radical 
Kinship   by Greg Boyle

“Only love gets fists to open.”  Father Greg Boyle, 
founder of Homeboy Industries, gets right to 
the heart of the matter in examining the current 
climate of escalating hate and violence.  Drawn 
from his own experiences, Fr. Boyle points to the 
inherent value and goodness in every person.  It’s 

not about winning the argument or demonizing anyone, he maintains.  
It’s about love and “believing that love never fails.  It doesn’t.”

The book is available at the Hospitality Table, in the church office, and 
on Amazon.  Read, bring something to share for the potluck lunch, 
and come join in a spirited and hope-filled discussion.

AND – if you can name 3 books from our very first Book Study year 
in 2001, let us know.  The first reader to get their titles in will get a 
free copy of the book as your prize!  Call the church office with your 
answers, or stop by the Sunday Hospitality Table.

Sunday, September 23: 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room
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Attention Artists & Animal Lovers
First UMC is thrilled to bring back the Animal Art community exhibit in 
the Fireside Room this fall.  Thank you for all the positive feedback from 
last year’s show!

Our theme this year: Creatures 
of the Sea.  We are looking for 
paintings, sketches, photographs, 
carvings, etc. Artists will need 
to fill out a submission form 
for each art piece submitted 
(form available online www.
santamonicaumc.org/firesideroomart or in the church office.)  There 
is limited space so please submit early. Selected submissions should 
be ready for hanging/displaying, brought to the church office no later 
than Friday, September 21, 3 p.m.   Artists are invited to attend the 
opening which is right after the annual Blessing of the Animals service 
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, October 6.  The exhibit will close on Friday, 
November 2.

Love animals and art?  
Then join the Animal 
Art committee!  This 
annual exhibit needs 
a small team (who 
will work with the 
church office) to help 
collect and type out 
art information cards, 

some light exhibit set-up and take-down assistance, hosting the opening, 
and possibly giving a tour of the exhibit to the preschool children at a 
later date. 

For questions contact Shalimar Carducci (310) 393-8258 ext. 113 or 
s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org.

Births
• Cavan Curtis Rold, born to parents and First UMC members 
Sarah and Dane Rold, and big brother Dominic, on June 11.
• Zoe Adele St. Clair, born to parents Tim and Emily St. Clair 
and big brother Henry, and grandparents and First UMC 
members Maile and Dennis Marquand, on May 22.

Condolences
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:

• to First UMC  Member Vangie Jackson, whose brother, Chad 
Julian, died May 30. 

• to First UMC member JoAnne Bailey, whose father, Maury, died 
June 4.

Thank You
• to First UMC members Richard and Barbara Parker as they 
retire from serving on the Communion Server Ministry for the last 
10 years.  We appreciate your service!

FIRST UMC 

Santa Monica College Foundation 
Honors Dr. James Smith
Santa Monica College Foundation is honoring Dr. James Smith with a 
new fund: The Smith & Co. Alumni Fund.  Established in 1972 by Dr. 
Smith, Smith & Company consisted of young energetic students who 
provided a musical experience for countless audiences throughout 
the Los Angeles area.  An early press release described the group as 
“entertaining service clubs and other organizations, they were active 
public relation agents for Santa Monica College.”  

The bonds in the group have lasted over 40 years, growing stronger as 
members met for reunions. Original members appreciated their time in 
the group so much that they wanted to honor Jim and his legacy with 
this fund.  Donations will be used to benefit the vocal music program 
at Santa Monica College and its students.  Gifts will ensure that they 
remember those who have died, and acknowledge the work and 
dedication of founder Dr. James Smith.  

To donate and for more info: https://santamonicacollegefoundation.
org/smithandco.php 

Farewell, from Rev. Keri Olsen Paget
“As many of you know, I was married to Josh Paget on May 19, 2018.  
It was a beautiful and sacred occasion that I was happy to share 
with those who were able to attend.  Over the last five years, Josh 
discerned a call to ministry within the Episcopal Church.  His diocese 
approved this call, and encouraged him to attend seminary this fall. 
Consequently, Josh and I will be moving to Alexandria, Virginia, so 
that he can to attend Virginia Theological Seminary.  I intend to 
continue serving within the field of Clinical Pastoral Education through 
a medical center in that area.  Serving and worshiping alongside you 
at First UMC has been a great joy these past six years.  I have learned 
much from you and trust that we have grown together in faith and 
service. I am sad to say good-bye for now. 

I will be offering the reflection at simple church on August 12.  My last 
Sunday at First UMC will be August 19, during which I will assist with 
worship at 10 a.m.  I plan to stay in relationship with First UMC by 
sending periodic updates about my ministry.  I ask that you continue to 
keep Josh and me in your prayers as we start this new stage of life and 
learning together. You all will certainly remain in our heart and prayers.”

There will be a Cake Reception for Rev. Keri Olsen Paget: 
Sunday, August 19, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Messy Church - September
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them…” 
– Matthew 19:14

At First UMC, we strongly believe that children’s faith formation is 
deeply connected and intertwined with the family’s faith experience 
together. Living into God’s love and grace can be messy, loud and a 
little bit crazy. Messy Church helps families connect with God through 
the eyes of children, sitting down with them to play games and make 
crafts that tell us about God’s love and teach us the stories of the 
Christian faith.  Messy Church helps us remember that life’s messy and 
God’s grace is available in every moment, whether finger-painting with 
our 3 year-old or making paper airplanes to fly with our 8 year-old.

It’s not just for the child – it’s for all of us. To participate in worship with 
our children brings us all closer to God and to one another.  We sing 
“Jesus Loves Me” and the seeds for knowing God’s deep and abiding 
love are planted not only in our children but also in us.  We fold our 
hands and pray together “Dear God, thank you for today, thank you 
for tomorrow…” and a life of knowing God’s grace grows within our 

hearts. We get to know other families and our children as part of a 
community of both children and adults who love, support, and care for 
one another. 

At Messy Church, we grow in our relationship with God and with one 
another through crafts, activities, music, and stories of God’s love. 
Won’t you join us?  

September’s theme:  Love Your Neighbor. 
www.santamonicaumc.org/messy-church

How many are your works, Lord!
    In wisdom you made them all;
    the earth is full of your creatures.

There is the sea, vast and spacious,
    teeming with creatures beyond number—
    living things both large and small.

                                                           – Psalm 104

Youth Service Project Report Back
Thirteen youth and five adults traveled to Slidell, Louisiana, this 
summer to repair homes of those in need.  First UMC will host a YSP 
Report Back & Luncheon after worship.  All are welcome!  No charge.   

Sunday, September 30: 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Save the Date: Charge Conference Sunday
Join First UMC for the annual Church Charge Conference as 
we engage in a joyful and worshipful celebration of this year’s 
accomplishments.  The agenda includes reports on the ministries and 
missions of First UMC, financial items, membership matters, and 
election of officers and council members for the coming year.  West 
District Superintendent Rev. Mark M. Nakagawa will preside.  Lunch 
will be served, and child care will be provided. No charge.

Sunday, November 18: 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Dr. James Smith, above center, with 
Smith & Co.



Attention Artists & Animal Lovers
First UMC is thrilled to bring back the Animal Art community exhibit in 
the Fireside Room this fall.  Thank you for all the positive feedback from 
last year’s show!

Our theme this year: Creatures 
of the Sea.  We are looking for 
paintings, sketches, photographs, 
carvings, etc. Artists will need 
to fill out a submission form 
for each art piece submitted 
(form available online www.
santamonicaumc.org/firesideroomart or in the church office.)  There 
is limited space so please submit early. Selected submissions should 
be ready for hanging/displaying, brought to the church office no later 
than Friday, September 21, 3 p.m.   Artists are invited to attend the 
opening which is right after the annual Blessing of the Animals service 
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, October 6.  The exhibit will close on Friday, 
November 2.

Love animals and art?  
Then join the Animal 
Art committee!  This 
annual exhibit needs 
a small team (who 
will work with the 
church office) to help 
collect and type out 
art information cards, 

some light exhibit set-up and take-down assistance, hosting the opening, 
and possibly giving a tour of the exhibit to the preschool children at a 
later date. 

For questions contact Shalimar Carducci (310) 393-8258 ext. 113 or 
s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org.

Births
• Cavan Curtis Rold, born to parents and First UMC members 
Sarah and Dane Rold, and big brother Dominic, on June 11.
• Zoe Adele St. Clair, born to parents Tim and Emily St. Clair 
and big brother Henry, and grandparents and First UMC 
members Maile and Dennis Marquand, on May 22.

Condolences
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:

• to First UMC  Member Vangie Jackson, whose brother, Chad 
Julian, died May 30. 

• to First UMC member JoAnne Bailey, whose father, Maury, died 
June 4.

Thank You
• to First UMC members Richard and Barbara Parker as they 
retire from serving on the Communion Server Ministry for the last 
10 years.  We appreciate your service!

FIRST UMC 
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Happenings at First UMCPreschool Corner

In 1948, church member Verna “Ruth” Naylor 
Zimmerman, (aunt to church members Kathy, 
Craig and Larry Naylor,) saw a need for childcare 
in the community, especially with the single 
working families. So, she and 3 other mothers 
formed a one-room co-op nursery school at 
what was the First United Methodist Church 
on 4th St. and Arizona Ave.  By the time of the 

construction of the church where it stands today on 11th St., followed 
by the consecration of the Education Building in 1955, the First UMC 
Preschool had established itself as a pioneer preschool in Santa 
Monica.  Now, 70 years later, the school and its community continues 
to thrive. 

The tradition continues on August 27 with over 120 students enrolled 
this fall with most coming from working families. The non-profit 
preschool has one of the lower tuition costs in the area, which includes 
a hot lunch and weekly music education.  The singing of grace 
continues before each snack and lunch times.  Chapel Time continues 
with Tricia Guerrero, Director of Children and Youth Ministries, as she 
leads the children in songs, stories of God’s love, and age-appropriate 
prayers.  Each month, with the collaboration of church clergy, part of 
the preschool curriculum focuses on a special value such as Kindness, 
Respect, Trust, Honesty, and Cooperation.  Children also gain 

Ms. LidaMs. Amy B Ms. Yessica Ms. Johanna Ms. Toni Ms. Margaret

Ms. Sandy

Ms. AsterMs. Tonia

Ms. Kimberly

Ms.Susie

Ms. Amy K Ms. Shancee Ms. JosieMs. Janette

Dane Rold
Director’s Asst.

Batsheva Spector
Preschool Director

Ms. Debbie

Lay Servant Sunday worship

First UMC youth Jack Kelley, of Boy Scout Troop 2, 
repairing the cabinets in the Room 300 Kitchen as 
part of his Boy Scout Eagle Project.

Scholarship Sunday

Rev. Robert English baptizes
Amelia Trammell

Messy Church Family Camp at Camp Colby

Summerfest 2018

First UMC member Marilyn Hedges 
supported her sister Marjorie Adkins, First 
UMC  member Terri Rae Elmer, and Terri 

Rae’s daughter Julia Wallace, who were 
invited to sing in Carnagie Hall with the 

Palm Springs United Methodist Church.

Wise & Healthy Aging: Dial-A-Ride
Do you know, or are you, an older adult or an adult with a disability 
who needs transportation to maintain independence? Through 
coordinated efforts, WISE & Healthy Aging can help.
What is the Santa Monica Dial-a-Ride Service?
The service is a shared-ride service offering curb to curb van 
transportation at low cost for seniors and people with disabilities who 
live in the City of Santa Monica.  Riders can use the service for any 
transportation purpose, such as:
• Health Care:  Visit a doctor, therapist, medical facility or hospital.
• Education:  Take a class, attend school,a lecture or a discussion group.
• Enjoyment: Visit friends and relatives, go to the movies, the park or 

any other recreational or social activity.
• Shopping:  Go to grocery stores,department stores, the mall or any 
shopping area in Santa Monica.
They transport clients in comfortable, wheelchair accessible vans driven 
by specially trained, uniformed, and licensed drivers.  The one-way fare 
for clients and companions is 50 cents and 25 cents for Personal Care 
Attendants.  Who is Eligible?  Any City of Santa Monica resident who 
is • At least age 60, or  •  A person with a disability who is at least
18 years old.  You must register with WISE & Healthy Aging to use 
the service.  To sign up, call 310-394-9871.  For more information or 
questions, contact Anne Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org.
www.wiseandhealthyaging.org.

First UMC Preschool Teachers & Staff

knowledge in math and science, cognitive abilities, language and 
literacy, dramatic play and, most importantly, social skills.  Extra-
curricular activities include a variety of enrichment classes including 
music, art and a unique Mandarin Immersion Program.  This year we 
continue to offer the wonderful Seed-to-Seed Gardening Program 
led by green thumb professor, parent Alum, Nat Zappia, providing 
integrative education in edible gardening and sustainability.

The annual Direct Giving Campaign, which began in 2013, continues 
to be a great support to the school and community, allowing for 
financial assistance to needy families, the ongoing renovation of 
classrooms (through March Studio, an architectural design firm owned 
and operated by church members Todd and Sherry Erlandson), and 
continued education for staff.

Many generations of families have come through the preschool.  
Teacher Mrs. Kay Morr, now retired but still coming in occasionally to 
substitute, has taught students who run down the same hallway, and 
play in the same classrooms as their parents.  Ms. Johanna Holman, 
a pre-K teacher, attended the church and preschool herself!  Not to 
mention the many church members who’ve also attended.  

We look forward to celebrating the next 70 years of educating youth 
and building community!

First UMC Preschool: www. santamonicaumc.org/preschool

Celebrating 70 Years of Educating 
Children with Christian Values

Ms. Monica

Ms.Sandra

    KINDNESS
      RESPECT
TRUST
         HONESTY
COOPERATION
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On the Website
Many church events are captured by church member Allan 
Walker and other members.  To view those photos visit the 
Photo Gallery page.  

If you have photos from church events you would like to 
share please email them to: photo@santamonicaumc.org, 
or call the church office.

www.santamonicaumc.org/photos

Anyone remember a bumper sticker that seemed to be everywhere just a few years ago?  “Commit random acts of 
kindness and senseless acts of beauty.”

Where did that go?  The prevailing norm these days seems to be just the opposite.  Alarmingly, public discourse is more 
often marked by polarization, demonization, ugliness and fear.  As songwriter Joni Mitchell once observed:  “You don’t 
know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone.”

How did we get here and how do we find our way back to genuine communities of respect and compassion?  As people 
of faith, we turn to God, prayer, and Scripture to help us find and re-find our way.  Sermons through August in the “Bind Our Hearts in Love” series 
will explore the Letter to the Ephesians and its many teachings for the church about how to be a community worthy of the gospel, lessons essential 
both to the church and to our larger community.

And, week after week, we will gather together for worship, study, and service.  A new year begins in the Preschool as it celebrates its 70th 
Anniversary.  Sunday School classes, Youth group, and Children’s Church will gather.  Opportunities for fellowship and service will be in full swing.  
Committees will meet and plans will be made.  

All the “normal” stuff of church life will be happening, thanks be to God.  For this is where we learn to “practice what we preach,” creating 
community united in love, and through it all, witnessing to kindness, beauty, compassion, justice and peace.

AUGUST 5 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Holy Communion  
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Summer Sermon Series:
Bind Our Hearts in Love:
Bound Together
5 p.m. simple church
Reflections by Sherry Erlandson   

AUGUST 12 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
12th Sunday in Kingdomtide 
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Summer Sermon Series:
Bind Our Hearts in Love:
Making Peace
5 p.m. simple church
Reflections by Rev. Keri Olsen Paget    

AUGUST 19 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Faith in Action - Sunday School
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Summer Sermon Series:
Bind Our Hearts in Love:
Overflow  

5 p.m. simple church   
Reflections by Michael Olsson

AUGUST 26 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
14th Sunday in Kingdomtide
Sermon by Rev. Larry Young  
5 p.m. simple church
Reflections by Tricia Guerrero  

SEPTEMBER 2 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Holy Communion 
Sermon by Nathan Oney

5 p.m. simple church  

SEPTEMBER 9 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
16th Sunday in Kingdomtide 
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church 

SEPTEMBER 16
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
17th Sunday in Kingdomtide
Sermon by Tricia Guerrero

5 p.m. simple church  

SEPTEMBER 23 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Baptism • Commissioning 
Acolytes & Crucifers
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

SEPTEMBER 30
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
19th Sunday in Kingdomtide
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

   

WORSHIP – SUNDAYS IN AUGUST/SEPTEMBER

We welcome our new Pastoral Associate, Nathan Oney.  A recent 
graduate of the Claremont School of Theology, Nathan is a native of 
Oklahoma.  His undergraduate degree in Business Economics with a 
Minor in Math is from Oklahoma City University (a United Methodist 
college).  Nathan is a candidate for ordained ministry in The United 
Methodist Church.  He and Kristia (pronounced “Krista”) have been 
married five years.  They are both excited about becoming part of 
our First UMC family and have already secured an apartment in the 
area.  Kristia will be taking classes at West LA College to fill in some 
requirements before applying to a master’s program in Psychology.  
Nathan’s special interests are in teaching, new forms of church with 
young adults, worship, and pastoral care. 

To share some of your favorite Santa Monica spots with the Oneys, 
go to: santamonicaumc.org/nathan-oney.

Hello everyone!  I am 
excited to begin my work as your 
new Pastoral Associate. I have 
heard so many wonderful things 
about this congregation, and I 
can’t wait to see how God is at 
work in and through you. I promise 
to bring my passions and my full 
self to the church as we work 
together in ministry to all 
the world. 
- Nathan Oney

Welcome, Nathan!


	August-September-Sentinel-2018 p1
	August-September-Sentinel-2018 p2
	August-September-Sentinel-2018 p3
	August-September-Sentinel-insert-2018 p4
	August-September-Sentinel-insert-2018 p5
	August-September-Sentinel-insert-2018 p6
	August-September-Sentinel-insert-2018 p7
	August-September-Sentinel-2018 p8



