FAMILY INFO
WORSHIP INFO
MISSIONS

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.
—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway
west of the Fireside Room.
— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously.
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth,
and adults.
—NEW VISITORS: Welcome! As you leave worship, please take an
Advent candle as our gift to you in this holy season.
—The Spiritual Formation Council invites you to pick up your Advent
Devotional in the narthex, at the Sunday Hospitality Table or in
the church office. Sign up to receive the daily email devotionals:
santamonicaumc.org/advent.
—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.
—Flowers: "In memory of my mother Kay Fonda." From Carol
Greenwood.
—To request prayers, fill in a Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card and place
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be
on your mind! We’re here to serve you.
—Stop by the Fireside Room and the Narthex to view the print work of
John August Swanson during this Advent season.
—Next Sunday: Service of Lessons & Carols.
—Next Monday: Christmas Eve Services: Christmas Eve Family Service 4 p.m., Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 11 p.m.; Rev. Patricia Farris
will preach.
—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank. In December,
please bring peanut and other nut butters. You may leave items in the
bin located outside the Sanctuary.
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Third Sunday of Advent • December 16, 2018

"And blessed is she who believed that
there would be a fulfillment of what was
spoken to her by the Lord.”
– Luke 1:45

W E G AT H E R

WELCOME 				
PRELUDE

Tricia Guerrero

Savior of the Nations, Come (J. S. Bach)

Ty Woodward, Organ

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #198 United Methodist Hymnal — My Soul Gives Glory to My God
*CALL TO WORSHIP 					
Madeleine Ing, Lay Lector
Not in mighty places of power, but in lowly Bethlehem, in a room out back:
The Messiah is born.
Not born to nobility and wealth, but to Mary and Joseph, who pondered and planed wood:
The Messiah is born.
Nothing will be impossible for God, but when and where we least expect it, look among the
straw and the stars:
The Messiah is born.

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE

“Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King.”

God is real. God is love.

Every person matters. You matter.

Together we can change the world.

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 					
		
Please greet those worshipping near you.

Tricia Guerrero
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*

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices. Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE				

THE LORD’S PRAYER

#2233 The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong

This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.
As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES 		

Jace, Casey, Keeley & Jane Henricks

CHORAL RESPONSE

Congregation joins in the prayer after lighting:

O God, rejoicing, we remember the promise of your Son. As these candles are lit, may
the blessing of Christ come upon us, brightening our way and guiding us by his truth.
May Christ our Savior bring light into the darkness of our world, and to us, as we wait for
his coming. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

#217 UMH — Away in a Manger (verse 3)

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray;
bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.
As the congregation sings, the children may go to Faith in Action in Room 206.

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE 		

Nathan Oney

		
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service.
		
Thanks be to God!

Madeleine Ing

THE GOSPEL Luke 1:39-45 (Pew Bible page 57, N.T.)
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!
SERMON

"Shine Light! The Light of This Baby"		

The Chancel Choir /Dr. James Smith, Music Director

THE OFFERTORY

Gaelic Alleluia (arr. Craig Courtney)

On Jordan's banks the Baptist's cry announces that the Lord is nigh; awake and harken for He brings
glad tidings of the King of kings. Alleluia, alleluia. Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; make straight
the way for God within, and let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there. Alleluia,
alleluia. We hail you as our Savior, Lord, our refuge and our great reward; without Your grace we
waste away like flow'rs that wither and decay. Alleluia, alleluia. All praise to You, eternal Son, whose
advent has freedom won, whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore. Alleluia, alleluia!

Tricia Guerrero

Nathan Oney

Good and gracious God, we give you thanks that you have made incarnate in
your world the breath of life, the Light of the world. Accept our gifts as signs of
our gratitude for what you give us every day and as honor to your presence in the
world, for the sake of those who stand in need and Christ Jesus, our Redeemer.
Amen.
WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

*HYMN #230 UMH — O Little Town of Bethlehem
*BENEDICTION			
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE

INVITATION TO PRAYER #2095 TFWS — Star-Child

Nathan Oney

Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in
the offering plate. Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

Rev. Patricia Farris

WE RESPOND

LISTENING FOR THE VOICE OF GOD				

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES 				

*RESPONSE #94 UMH — The Doxology
*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 				

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

THE LESSON Micah 5:2-5a (Pew Bible page 865, O.T.)
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

POSTLUDE

Rigaudon (André Campra)		

Rev. Farris
Ty Woodward

SILENT PRAYER & PASTORAL PRAYER

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world.
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.
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As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices. Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.

OPEN INVITATIONS

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
DanceFit!

UMCOR Wildfire Response

UMCOR is actively engaged in California in
response to previous wildfires and we anticipate
supporting both conferences as they identify and
respond to the needs of the populations affected
by the current wildfires. UMCOR stands ready to
support the response of the conferences with relief
kits, Early Response Teams, and funding. For more
info, go to:
https://www.umcor.org/umcor/resources/newsstories/2018/august/umcor-responds-to-currentdisasters-around-the-world

Westside Food Bank

Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the
month of December we are collecting peanut butter
and other nut butters.

Christmas 2018

Dance your way to fitness with First UMC member
Whitney Hagan, licensed Zumba instructor. Open to
all levels of dance experience! Kids are welcome.
Tell your friends! Wear comfortable clothes and
shoes, and bring a towel. Water will be available.
No charge but donations appreciated.
Saturday, December 22, 10 - 11 a.m. in Rm 300

Health Ministry Council

Through God’s love, the Health Ministry Council
works to promote wellness in individuals, the church,
and the community. The council supports the mission
of First UMC, plans and implements programs
and activities that promote physical, mental and
spiritual well-being and healing, and serves as an
advocate for health and safety concerns. For more
information about the Council, or to volunteer, call
the church office (310) 393-8258.

LOOKING FORWARD

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
LESSONS & CAROLS
SUN • DECEMBER 23, 10 a.m.
Sunday worship service of music and word.

CHRISTMAS EVE
FAMILY SERVICE

MON • DECEMBER 24, 4 p.m.
A “No Muss, No Fuss” Christmas Pageant for all ages

Save the Date: Mid-Week Recitals Begin
The first of the 2019 Mid-Week Recitals begins in January with Mark Robson, piano. Mark Robson has
been hailed by the Los Angeles Times as a pianist with “one of the great techniques,” “an inquiring mind”
and a performer capable of evoking an “exquisite engulfing pastel haze,” and he continues to impress with
his multi-faceted career as a soloist, chamber musician, and teacher. As a collaborative artist with singers
and instrumentalists, he commands the respect of his peers in both the recital and chamber settings.

Wednesday, January 9, 12:10 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Reception to follow in the Fireside Room.
Presented by Dr. James E. Smith, Music Director, the Mid-Week Recital series is held January – May on the second
Wednesdays of the month (subject to change.) Recitals begin promptly at 12:10 p.m., followed by a reception with the artists.
Free admission.

For the full list of 2019 Recitals, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series.

Costumes will be available at the door for all children to participate

CHRISTMAS EVE
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
MON • DECEMBER 24, 11 p.m.
Choir, Organ, Harp & Candlelight
F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA

1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258 · info@santamonicaumc.org
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FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY (CONTINUED)

C

Baptismal Renewal & Installation of Lay Leaders

WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday 10 a.m. 		
Sanctuary Worship
Sunday 5 p.m.
simple church
simple church speaker: Tricia Guerrero

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today - Third Sunday of Advent • Faith in Action
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas Fair (last day), SH
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project (return wrapped gifts), SH
11 a.m. UMW Bazaar Final Sales (last day),
UMW Workroom
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Alcove
3 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, SH
Saturday, December 22
10 a.m. DanceFit!, Room 300
Sunday, December 23 - Service of Lessons &
Carols • Children’s Church
Monday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
4 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Service, S
11 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, S

Church Campus Closed:
December 25-29, 31, January 1
CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
December Sunday School: Celebrate Advent with
Your Family
This Sunday: Joseph, Mary & Jesus
Youth Ministry
6 - 8:30 p.m. UMYF Christmas Party, Off-site
First UMC takes the safety of the children
and youth very seriously. We follow Safe
Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment
to the physical safety and spiritual growth of all
of our children, youth, and adults.

FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Angel Tree Project - Bring Gifts Today

First UMC church member Chris Ruud is organizing her
16th year of the Angel Tree Project - a community
effort to provide homeless families at Upward Bound
House with much-needed household items. Return
wrapped gifts back to the Angel Tree table today
during Coffee Hour.
After worship in Simkins Hall

UMW Bazaar Final Sales - Last Day Today

Missed the UMW Bazaar? Today is the last day
to peruse handmade crafts and treasures made
and curated by the United Methodist Women. All
proceeds benefit the missions and ministries supported
by the UMW.
After worship in the UMW Workroom

Poinsettias - Last Day to Order

Beautiful poinsettias will once again grace our
sanctuary for the Lessons & Carols service, and
Christmas Eve Family and Candlelight Services. Order
at the Sunday Hospitality Table, or email your request
to Sarah Rold: s.rold@santamonicaumc.org. Each
plant is $12, and may be picked up after the 11 p.m.
Christmas Eve service.
Order after worship in Simkins Hall

Covenant Renewal Service

Starting in the mid-1750’s, Methodist people
observed a Watch Night or Covenant Service. While
we normally think of New Year’s as a time of making
resolutions, the Covenant Service invites us to renew
our covenant with God, whom Wesley called “Our
Covenant Friend.” Following a short homily, we will
enter into a time of congregational prayers and
covenant renewal led by our pastors. It is a deeply
prayerful service, and it is our hope that it will be a
true time of reflection and commitment as we begin a
new year as disciples of Jesus Christ.
Sunday, December 30, 10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

After worship, everyone is invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.

If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

Baptismal Renewal is a special time of reflection
on baptism and on our own baptismal experience.
During this worship we will also recognize and install
the new Church Leadership for 2019.
Sunday January 13, Sanctuary Worship 10 a.m.

Youth/Scout Sunday

Come enjoy the annual Youth/Scout Sunday service.
The youth of First UMC have the opportunity to
lead the Sunday service, from reading scripture to
preaching the sermons they have written. This day
also celebrates the Scouting Ministries (Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts) and their long-standing traditions of
service to the community while transforming the lives
of the youths.
Sunday January 27, Sanctuary Worship 10 a.m.
Pancake Breakfast 7 a.m. - 1 p.m., Simkins Hall

Introducing Open Space

Open Space is a new ministry for young adults
(ages approx. 18-35) – an intentional, inclusive,
open-minded group that invites all to spark
deep conversation and find spiritual meaning
in a safe and diverse environment. If you are
interested in learning more, contact Nathan
Oney (n.oney@santamonicaumc.org), and join us
for a Christmas potluck!
Wednesday December 19, at 6:30 p.m, Off-Site

John August Swanson - Advent Art

First UMC is pleased to display the print work of
John August Swanson in the Fireside Room and the
Narthex during this Advent season.

2018 Pledge Contributions Due

The end of the year is coming. Contact Christina
Eddy (c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org) to arrange your
giving at this busy time of year. Our church office
is closed December 24 - January 1, but special
arrangements can be made.
• Give at one of these remaining worship services
Dec 16, 23, 30.
• Mail your check postmarked by 12/31/2018.
• Contribute online at santamonicaumc.org/give.
• Use your bank’s bill pay system.
• If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask
for a transfer to be completed by 12/31/2018.
• Contact the church office if you would like
information about Qualified Charitable Distributions
which can save taxes!
• Bring your gift to the church office.
• Lastly, if you are paying in January for the 2018
year, be sure to date your check 2018 and mark
your check in the memo line “prior year fulfillment.”
• Giving statements have been mailed. Email
Christina if you did not receive yours or have
questions. Thank you for making a difference in
countless lives in our community and around the
world.

Santa Monica Nativity Scenes

The Santa Monica Nativity Scenes telling the life of
Jesus Christ are on display at Calvary Baptist Church
on 20th and Broadway, now through the holidays.

Details from two prints that are displayed
in the Fireside Room

2019 Stewardship Campaign – Grateful

The Annual Giving Stewardship Campaign
invites us each and all to prayerfully consider
our financial pledge to
support the mission and
ministries of First UMC.
Pledge cards are found
in the pews, and may be
placed in the plexiglass
box in the Narthex. For
more information about
the ways to give, visit:
www.santamonicaumc.org/give
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during Coffee Hour.
After worship in Simkins Hall

UMW Bazaar Final Sales - Last Day Today

Missed the UMW Bazaar? Today is the last day
to peruse handmade crafts and treasures made
and curated by the United Methodist Women. All
proceeds benefit the missions and ministries supported
by the UMW.
After worship in the UMW Workroom

Poinsettias - Last Day to Order

Beautiful poinsettias will once again grace our
sanctuary for the Lessons & Carols service, and
Christmas Eve Family and Candlelight Services. Order
at the Sunday Hospitality Table, or email your request
to Sarah Rold: s.rold@santamonicaumc.org. Each
plant is $12, and may be picked up after the 11 p.m.
Christmas Eve service.
Order after worship in Simkins Hall

Covenant Renewal Service

Starting in the mid-1750’s, Methodist people
observed a Watch Night or Covenant Service. While
we normally think of New Year’s as a time of making
resolutions, the Covenant Service invites us to renew
our covenant with God, whom Wesley called “Our
Covenant Friend.” Following a short homily, we will
enter into a time of congregational prayers and
covenant renewal led by our pastors. It is a deeply
prayerful service, and it is our hope that it will be a
true time of reflection and commitment as we begin a
new year as disciples of Jesus Christ.
Sunday, December 30, 10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

After worship, everyone is invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.

If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

Baptismal Renewal is a special time of reflection
on baptism and on our own baptismal experience.
During this worship we will also recognize and install
the new Church Leadership for 2019.
Sunday January 13, Sanctuary Worship 10 a.m.

Youth/Scout Sunday

Come enjoy the annual Youth/Scout Sunday service.
The youth of First UMC have the opportunity to
lead the Sunday service, from reading scripture to
preaching the sermons they have written. This day
also celebrates the Scouting Ministries (Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts) and their long-standing traditions of
service to the community while transforming the lives
of the youths.
Sunday January 27, Sanctuary Worship 10 a.m.
Pancake Breakfast 7 a.m. - 1 p.m., Simkins Hall

Introducing Open Space

Open Space is a new ministry for young adults
(ages approx. 18-35) – an intentional, inclusive,
open-minded group that invites all to spark
deep conversation and find spiritual meaning
in a safe and diverse environment. If you are
interested in learning more, contact Nathan
Oney (n.oney@santamonicaumc.org), and join us
for a Christmas potluck!
Wednesday December 19, at 6:30 p.m, Off-Site

John August Swanson - Advent Art

First UMC is pleased to display the print work of
John August Swanson in the Fireside Room and the
Narthex during this Advent season.

2018 Pledge Contributions Due

The end of the year is coming. Contact Christina
Eddy (c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org) to arrange your
giving at this busy time of year. Our church office
is closed December 24 - January 1, but special
arrangements can be made.
• Give at one of these remaining worship services
Dec 16, 23, 30.
• Mail your check postmarked by 12/31/2018.
• Contribute online at santamonicaumc.org/give.
• Use your bank’s bill pay system.
• If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask
for a transfer to be completed by 12/31/2018.
• Contact the church office if you would like
information about Qualified Charitable Distributions
which can save taxes!
• Bring your gift to the church office.
• Lastly, if you are paying in January for the 2018
year, be sure to date your check 2018 and mark
your check in the memo line “prior year fulfillment.”
• Giving statements have been mailed. Email
Christina if you did not receive yours or have
questions. Thank you for making a difference in
countless lives in our community and around the
world.

Santa Monica Nativity Scenes

The Santa Monica Nativity Scenes telling the life of
Jesus Christ are on display at Calvary Baptist Church
on 20th and Broadway, now through the holidays.

Details from two prints that are displayed
in the Fireside Room

2019 Stewardship Campaign – Grateful

The Annual Giving Stewardship Campaign
invites us each and all to prayerfully consider
our financial pledge to
support the mission and
ministries of First UMC.
Pledge cards are found
in the pews, and may be
placed in the plexiglass
box in the Narthex. For
more information about
the ways to give, visit:
www.santamonicaumc.org/give

OPEN INVITATIONS

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
DanceFit!

UMCOR Wildfire Response

UMCOR is actively engaged in California in
response to previous wildfires and we anticipate
supporting both conferences as they identify and
respond to the needs of the populations affected
by the current wildfires. UMCOR stands ready to
support the response of the conferences with relief
kits, Early Response Teams, and funding. For more
info, go to:
https://www.umcor.org/umcor/resources/newsstories/2018/august/umcor-responds-to-currentdisasters-around-the-world

Westside Food Bank

Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the
month of December we are collecting peanut butter
and other nut butters.

Christmas 2018

Dance your way to fitness with First UMC member
Whitney Hagan, licensed Zumba instructor. Open to
all levels of dance experience! Kids are welcome.
Tell your friends! Wear comfortable clothes and
shoes, and bring a towel. Water will be available.
No charge but donations appreciated.
Saturday, December 22, 10 - 11 a.m. in Rm 300

Health Ministry Council

Through God’s love, the Health Ministry Council
works to promote wellness in individuals, the church,
and the community. The council supports the mission
of First UMC, plans and implements programs
and activities that promote physical, mental and
spiritual well-being and healing, and serves as an
advocate for health and safety concerns. For more
information about the Council, or to volunteer, call
the church office (310) 393-8258.

LOOKING FORWARD

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
LESSONS & CAROLS
SUN • DECEMBER 23, 10 a.m.
Sunday worship service of music and word.

CHRISTMAS EVE
FAMILY SERVICE

MON • DECEMBER 24, 4 p.m.
A “No Muss, No Fuss” Christmas Pageant for all ages

Save the Date: Mid-Week Recitals Begin
The first of the 2019 Mid-Week Recitals begins in January with Mark Robson, piano. Mark Robson has
been hailed by the Los Angeles Times as a pianist with “one of the great techniques,” “an inquiring mind”
and a performer capable of evoking an “exquisite engulfing pastel haze,” and he continues to impress with
his multi-faceted career as a soloist, chamber musician, and teacher. As a collaborative artist with singers
and instrumentalists, he commands the respect of his peers in both the recital and chamber settings.

Wednesday, January 9, 12:10 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Reception to follow in the Fireside Room.
Presented by Dr. James E. Smith, Music Director, the Mid-Week Recital series is held January – May on the second
Wednesdays of the month (subject to change.) Recitals begin promptly at 12:10 p.m., followed by a reception with the artists.
Free admission.

For the full list of 2019 Recitals, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series.

Costumes will be available at the door for all children to participate

CHRISTMAS EVE
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
MON • DECEMBER 24, 11 p.m.
Choir, Organ, Harp & Candlelight
F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA

1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258 · info@santamonicaumc.org

