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HORIZONS
I suppose many of us are starting into this new New Year with our very own list of resolutions, mostly having to do
with diet, exercise, budget-keeping, and so forth. If so, I wish you well with all of those noble thoughts and with the
determination needed to carry them forward well into the year. At the same time, I want to suggest a more modest
approach.
A friend of mine has a pinned small note card where he’ll see it each day as he heads off to work or other pursuits.
It asks simply: “What good shall I do this day?”

WORSHIP:

SUNDAYS IN JANUARY

“What good shall I do this day?”
What if we each do the same? Might prove to be more do-able than loftier goals–some days harder than others, to be sure, given how life has a way
of unfolding.

JANAURY 6
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Still, my hunch is that the intention alone will create yet another way for the light to get in, and for the light of God to shine through us each and
every day.

Epiphany Sunday • Holy Communion

What good shall I do this day?

Homily by Rev. Larry Young

May the Year of our Lord 2019 bring peace, hope, joy, and light to one and all.

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Michael Olsson

Senior Minister

JANAURY 13
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Baptismal Renewal & Installation of
Lay Leaders

Haiti 2019

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

In 2010, a devastating magnitude 7.0 earthquake crippled the impoverished country of
Haiti. As we witnessed the devastation of the earthquake, our congregation heard a
call to be in an ongoing mission partnership with the Haitian people. Since then we have
sent a team annually from our church to be in service to a Haitian community. In the fall of 2016 the country was devastated by Hurricane Matthew.
Haiti remains the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. Many live without clean water or adequate sanitation. They still need our help.

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

JANAURY 20
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Tricia Guerrero

JANAURY 27
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Youth / Scout Sunday

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

On the Website
If you enjoyed music from the Christmas Celebration Concert or
Lessons and Carols, then you will want to mark your calendars for
the free monthly Mid-Week Recital series that begins in January.
Check out the website for the list of artists.
www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series

First UMC is in the process of forming a team to send to Haiti from March 7 - 14, 2019. Joining with Église Methodiste d’Haiti (United Methodist
Church of Haiti), we will be lending our time, talent, and faith to help our Haitian brothers and sisters by continuing to build and strengthen
sustainable communities. The group will be lead by Todd Erlandson, and to date a few of the team members include Nathan Oney, Grace Cho, and
Janet Searfoss. Some will be going to Haiti for the first time and others are returning for the second or even third time to continue their own spiritual
growth and to be of service.
UMCOR asks that each work team contribute $500 per person to go specifically to the supplies and labor needed at each work site. These funds
are used to purchase things like concrete, lumber or other essential materials used in the re-building effort. Along with your prayers and spiritual
encouragement, you can help our First United Methodist team by making a tax-deductible contribution. All checks can be made out to First UMC
and in the memo line please write in Haiti Mission Team 2019, or give online by going to www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti. Thank you for your
continued prayers and generosity.
- 2019 Haiti Work Team

JANUARY Calendar
Tuesday, January 1 - New Year’s Day • Church campus closed
Saturday, January 5
2 p.m. Marquand Memorial & Reception, Sanctuary/Simkins Hall
Sunday, January 6 - Epiphany Sunday • Holy Communion
Tuesday, January 8
6:30 p.m. Open Space Gathering, Off-Site
Wednesday, January 9
12:10 p.m. Mid-Week Recital/Reception, Sanctuary/Fireside Room
Friday, January 11
7 p.m. Shareringers Monthly Meeting, Fireside Room
Saturday, January 12
10 a.m. DanceFit!, Room 300
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Messy Church Meet-Up, Off-Site
Sunday, January 13 - Baptismal Renewal & Installation of Lay Leaders
11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class, Room 300
6 p.m. simple supper, Fireside Room
Saturday, January 19
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, January 20
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
3 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
Monday, January 21 - Martin Luther King Jr., Day
Thursday, January 24
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal, Off-Site
Saturday, January 26
10 a.m. DanceFit!, Room 300
Sunday, January 27 - Youth/Scout Sunday
11 a.m. Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Girl Scout Cookie Sales, Simkins Hall
11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class, Room 300
11:30 a.m. Book Study/Potluck, Fireside Room
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Wednesday, January 9
4 p.m. Trustees Meeting, CR-A
SUNDAYS-AT-A-GLANCE
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
10:10 a.m. Youth Connect, Room 203 (1st & 3rd Sundays)
11 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6 p.m. UMYF Meeting, Youth Lounge

Open Space January Gathering
Open Space is a new ministry for young adults – an intentional,
inclusive, open-minded group that invites all to spark deep
conversation and find spiritual meaning in a safe and diverse
environment. Our January Gathering will center around food and
conversation with the topic: Let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and your ‘No’ be ‘No,’
Intention and Commitment in the New Year. Contact Nathan Oney:
n.oney@santamonicaumc.org, for more information.
Tuesday, January 8, 6:30 p.m. at Santa Monica Brew Works
(FB & IG:@openspacesantamonica)

January Mid-Week Recital
Presented by Dr. James E. Smith, Music Director, the Mid-Week Recital
series is held January – May on the second Wednesdays of the month
(subject to change.) Recitals begin promptly at 12:10 p.m., followed by a
reception with the artists. Free admission.
The first of the 2019 Mid-Week Recitals begins in January with Mark
Robson, piano. Robson has been hailed by the Los Angeles Times as
a pianist with “one of the great techniques,” “an inquiring mind” and
a performer capable of evoking an “exquisite engulfing pastel haze,”
and he continues to impress with his multi-faceted career as a soloist,
chamber musician, and teacher. As a collaborative artist with singers
and instrumentalists, he commands the respect of his peers in both the
recital and chamber settings.
For the full list of 2019 Recitals, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/
mid-week-recital-series.
Wednesday, January 9, 12:10 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Reception to
follow in the Fireside Room.

Preschool Corner
The Preschool Christmas Concert was held
December 14 in the First UMC Sanctuary.

Sarah, Dominic, Dane and Cavan Rold as The Holy Family.

Batsheva Spector, Preschool
Director, and Nathan Oney,
Pastoral Associate.

Messy Church Meet-Up
We will not be gathering in January per our
usual for worship at First UMC, however, all
are welcome to a casual meet up at Virginia
Park. No need to RSVP.
The Farmers Market is open from 8:30 a.m.
– 1 p.m. Feel free to grab some lunch there or
bring your own picnic.
For more info or to sign up for the email list,
go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch.
Saturday, January 12, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Virginia Park
(2200 Virginia Ave, Santa Monica)

A visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus.

Baptismal Renewal &
Installation of Lay Leadership
Baptismal Renewal is a special time of reflection on baptism and on our
own baptismal experience. During this worship we will also recognize
and install the new Church Leadership for 2019.
Sunday, January 13, Sanctuary Worship 10 a.m.
The Preschool continues to celebrate it’s 70th
Anniversary year with a aerial shot of the
kids forming a number 70!

Confirmation Class

Youth/Scout Sunday

Credo literally means: I believe. It is
the name of our confirmation class
and experience for our 7th and 8th
graders or any youth wishing to attend.
As we grow into young adults in the
church, we are invited into this Credo
experience to ask ourselves these important questions, “Where do I
belong?” and “What do I believe?” God is working in each of our lives
and in the life of our church. As we go through this together we will
see how God calls to each of us and how we each answer that call.
Credo Confirmation is a chance to explore what it truly means to be a
Christian, a United Methodist, and a Child of God.
Contact Tricia for the schedule, if you have questions or for more
information: t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org.
Class begins January 13 and goes through the Spring, Room 300

Come enjoy the annual Youth/Scout
Sunday service. The youth of First UMC
have the opportunity to lead the Sunday
service, from reading scripture to preaching
the sermons they have written. This day
also celebrates the Scouting Ministries (Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts) and their long-standing traditions
of service to the community while transforming the
lives of the youths.
After worship, stay for the Boy Scout Pancake
Breakfast and Girl Scout Cookie Sales.
Sunday, January 28, Sanctuary Worship 10 a.m.
Pancake Breakfast: 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Simkins Hall

simple supper

The Christmas Celebration Concert was held December 2nd,
and featured An Evening of Carols, Etc., and the premiere
performance of Magnificat by Michael McClish. Conducted
by Dr. James E. Smith, music director, with The Chancel Choir,
Ty Woodward, organ, The Mark Twain Ringers, Chamber
Orchestra, and Rev. Patricia Farris, spoken words.

simple supper is a simple church monthly potluck. Sharing a meal has
always been a holy act of hospitality and of fellowship, and there is no
reason to make it complicated; bring a dish to share, eat, and enjoy.
There is no need to RSVP, all are welcome, and we will celebrate with
those who are present.
Sunday, January 13, 6 p.m.in the Fireside Room

Walk the Labyrinth

Jamie Jones leads Sunday School’s Faith in Action with the
help of Dot (far left) and Emily (far right) Plukas. The group
assembled stockings stuffed with hygiene supplies for the
homeless that were later distributed by Jamie and her mom,
Sandra Jones.

The Faith in Action class also created
handmade placemats that were
distributed by Congregation Care
Associate Anne Premer, to homebound
congregation members (clockwise
from top) Christine Stumpf, Fran
Blemker, Janet Rawuka, Marj and
Jack Fry, and Edith Andersen.

The Labyrinth is open from 3 - 5 p.m. on the
third Sunday of the month, with the last walk at
4:30 p.m. Enjoy the meditative Labyrinth, then
stay for the contemplative simple church service
in the Chapel at 5 p.m. Walking the Labyrinth
is an ancient spiritual practice, a way to quiet
our minds and open our spirits to the presence
of the Holy. If you’ve never been before, there
are printed instructions to help with your walking meditation. Take an
hour for yourself in this “device-free” zone. Every step a prayer.
Sunday, January 20, 3 - 5 p.m. in Simkins Hall

Family Place Community Meal

The United Methodist Youth
Fellowship at their Christmas party,
hosted by Tricia & Adam Guerrero.

The Youth went Christmas caroling to homebound
congregation members, visiting with Gale & Dorothy
Williams (above), and Bernice De Leon(right).

Going on its third year, simple church hosts the monthly potluck
Community Meal with Family Place. The Community Meal potluck
is an opportunity to help feed about 30-40 adults & children, served
buffet style. Attending the potluck not only provides a delicious meal
for the families and allows the parents an evening free from cooking
dinner but is a way for all who attend to be a part of a warm and
accepting community. Invite your friends and join the next potluck for
an evening of conversation, crafts/games with the kids, and a shared
meal. For more information, contact the Community Meal Volunteers
by emailing: meal@santamonicaumc.org or call the church office
(310) 393-8258.
Thursday, January 24, 5:30 p.m. Family Place
(1020 12th St. Santa Monica)

Loving God with Our Minds
Book Study/Potluck
Embracing the Wideness: The Shared Convictions of The United
Methodist Church by Bishop Ken Carter
Come one, come all to our January Book Study
on January 27 after worship in the Fireside
Room. Our January and February books have
been chosen to help prepare us for the Special
Session of the General Conference of the UMC
to take place in St. Louis in February. As a
global church, we are wrestling with questions
of how to remain united for mission and ministry
given different perspectives on human sexuality.
Our January book is Embracing the Wideness: The
Shared Convictions of The United Methodist Church. The author, Bishop
Ken Carter, is currently President of the UM Council of Bishops and
one of the three convenors of the Commission on the Way Forward
which has presented legislation to the General Conference.
Come for what promises to be a lively discussion! Carter’s book is an
accessible introduction to the theology and polity of the UMC.
Books are available for sale in the church office and at the Sunday
Hospitality Table.
Sunday, January 27, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Grateful

Thank you to all who have generously
pledged for 2019. If you haven’t yet had the
opportunity to commit to giving in 2019, now
is the time! Support from each member is
needed. Every Gift Matters.

Ending 2018 in Good (Fiscal) Health
We look forward to everyone completing their 2018 pledge
commitment. Stop by the office, mail or make payment online via our
church website. Thank you for your support!

Lay Leadership 2019
On Sunday, January 13 during worship, we install the new Church
Leadership for 2019. We wish to thank three leaders who are
stepping down from their posts: Michael Lamb (Lay Leader Team),
Linda Diane Anderson (Missions Council), and Dorothy Williams
(Health Ministry Council).

2019 Leaders:
Lay Leader Team: Shannon Sturges, Todd Erlandson, Sherry
Erlandson, Michael Olsson, Jocelyn Hicks-Garner		
Fellowship & Events: Sandra Jones
Finance Committee: Kim Defenderfer
Health Ministry: Debi Jenkinson Wong
Historical Records: Leslie Nordby
Nominations & Leadership Development: Cindy McQuade
Loans & Scholarships: Mira Pak
Missions: Jocelyn Hicks-Garner
Parking: Chuck Kearsley
Planned Giving: Russ Whittenburg
Seasonal Displays: Mike Eskridge
Spiritual Formation: Mary Crawford
Staff-Parish Relations: Dick Crawford
Trustees: Vern Busse
United Methodist Women: Betty Storm
Youth Ministry: Adam Guerrero
Methodist Foundation of Santa Monica: John Youngman

Thank You for Your Service
FIRST UMC
Condolences

We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these
departed loved ones:
• First UMC member Anna S. Borgquist, who died November 13.
• First UMC member Dennis Brent Marquand, who died
November 28. A memorial service will be January 5 at 2 p.m. in
the Sanctuary with a reception to follow.
• First UMC member Frederick William “Bill” Schott, who died
December 1.
• First UMC member Brad May’s father Thomas L. May, who died
December 6.
• First UMC member Marilyn Hedges’ sister-in-law Elizabeth
Hedges, who died December 12.
• First UMC member Don Danforth’s sister Shirly Randazzo, who
died December 17.

Flower Orders - Available dates at press time:
January 20, 27. Please contact the church office
to order flowers for one of these dates.

LOOKING FORWARD
West District Training Conference

Happenings at First UMC

Hosted at Holman United Methodist Church in Los Angeles,
California, the West District Training Conference is for both current
and emerging leaders within local UMC churches. This day of practical
ministry training includes a time of praise and worship as well as
numerous workshops led by leaders throughout the West District and
California-Pacific Conference. Come expecting to meet new friends
and connect with people across our district! (Childcare is available
only for those who pre-register online.) Online registration: www.
westdistricttraining.com. ($15 per person before January 15, $25 after.)
Saturday, February 2, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Holman United Methodist
Church, (3320 West Adams Blvd., LA)

Annual Church Charge Conference, with
West District Superintendant Rev. Mark
Nakagawa.

February Messy Church

Rev. Patricia Farris surprised with a cake made
by the First UMC Youth, celebrating her 20
years at First UMC.

Messy Church is back on campus for February with the theme:
Love Rules. Be ready to get messy!
Saturday, February 9, 4:30 - 6 p.m. Chapel/Simkins Hall

2019 Home Run for Kids
Registration is now open for the 7th Annual
Home Run for Kids Walk/Run in the Brentwood
community of West Los Angeles. This year’s
event–including a 5k/10k chip-timed course,
and a stroller & pet friendly Kiddie K– expects to
draw over 1,200 participants with all proceeds
benefiting Upward Bound House. This is a great
opportunity for kids and parents alike to work together to solve family
homelessness, a growing crisis across Los Angeles.

Jim Smith and Allan Walker at the Church Charge
Conference. Allan received a Special Recognition
Award for his many years of service as church
photographer.

Join the First UMC Team! Register on the website under “First United
Methodist Church.” Before the race, First UMC will hold a brief on-site
worship service complete with Communion at 8 a.m. Look for the white
First UMC tent. Find out what it means to pray on your feet!
Register: www.HomeRunForKids.com

Cakes for a Cause: the Youth raised $500 towards
relief and rebuilding efforts in Puerto Rico through
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief).

John August Swanson Advent art, in the Fireside
Room and Narthex through Advent.

Sunday, February 10, 9 a.m. Darlington Ave.,
11645 San Vicente Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA

UMC General Conference
The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of the General
Conference of The United Methodist Church to be held February
23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri. The purpose will be to receive
and act on a report from the Commission on a Way Forward based
on the recommendations of the Council of Bishops. The 32-member
Commission was authorized by General Conference 2016 and
appointed by the Council of Bishops to examine paragraphs in The
Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and exploring options to
strengthen the unity of the church.
February 23 - 26, America’s Center Convention Complex in St. Louis
*For more information about the Special Session, see additional insert
included in this Sentinel.

Two of the six families lighting the Advent Candles:
Melissa, Sonia and Doug Hovey (top), and
Eugene, Olivia, Isabella & Catherine Ohr
(bottom).
Chris Ruud (above) organizing her 16th year of Angel Tree - a community effort to provide homeless families
at Upward Bound House with much-needed household items. Over 25 families were provided with gifts
from the fundraiser.
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Confirmation Class

Youth/Scout Sunday

Credo literally means: I believe. It is
the name of our confirmation class
and experience for our 7th and 8th
graders or any youth wishing to attend.
As we grow into young adults in the
church, we are invited into this Credo
experience to ask ourselves these important questions, “Where do I
belong?” and “What do I believe?” God is working in each of our lives
and in the life of our church. As we go through this together we will
see how God calls to each of us and how we each answer that call.
Credo Confirmation is a chance to explore what it truly means to be a
Christian, a United Methodist, and a Child of God.
Contact Tricia for the schedule, if you have questions or for more
information: t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org.
Class begins January 13 and goes through the Spring, Room 300

Come enjoy the annual Youth/Scout
Sunday service. The youth of First UMC
have the opportunity to lead the Sunday
service, from reading scripture to preaching
the sermons they have written. This day
also celebrates the Scouting Ministries (Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts) and their long-standing traditions
of service to the community while transforming the
lives of the youths.
After worship, stay for the Boy Scout Pancake
Breakfast and Girl Scout Cookie Sales.
Sunday, January 28, Sanctuary Worship 10 a.m.
Pancake Breakfast: 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Simkins Hall

simple supper

The Christmas Celebration Concert was held December 2nd,
and featured An Evening of Carols, Etc., and the premiere
performance of Magnificat by Michael McClish. Conducted
by Dr. James E. Smith, music director, with The Chancel Choir,
Ty Woodward, organ, The Mark Twain Ringers, Chamber
Orchestra, and Rev. Patricia Farris, spoken words.

simple supper is a simple church monthly potluck. Sharing a meal has
always been a holy act of hospitality and of fellowship, and there is no
reason to make it complicated; bring a dish to share, eat, and enjoy.
There is no need to RSVP, all are welcome, and we will celebrate with
those who are present.
Sunday, January 13, 6 p.m.in the Fireside Room

Walk the Labyrinth

Jamie Jones leads Sunday School’s Faith in Action with the
help of Dot (far left) and Emily (far right) Plukas. The group
assembled stockings stuffed with hygiene supplies for the
homeless that were later distributed by Jamie and her mom,
Sandra Jones.

The Faith in Action class also created
handmade placemats that were
distributed by Congregation Care
Associate Anne Premer, to homebound
congregation members (clockwise
from top) Christine Stumpf, Fran
Blemker, Janet Rawuka, Marj and
Jack Fry, and Edith Andersen.

The Labyrinth is open from 3 - 5 p.m. on the
third Sunday of the month, with the last walk at
4:30 p.m. Enjoy the meditative Labyrinth, then
stay for the contemplative simple church service
in the Chapel at 5 p.m. Walking the Labyrinth
is an ancient spiritual practice, a way to quiet
our minds and open our spirits to the presence
of the Holy. If you’ve never been before, there
are printed instructions to help with your walking meditation. Take an
hour for yourself in this “device-free” zone. Every step a prayer.
Sunday, January 20, 3 - 5 p.m. in Simkins Hall

Family Place Community Meal

The United Methodist Youth
Fellowship at their Christmas party,
hosted by Tricia & Adam Guerrero.

The Youth went Christmas caroling to homebound
congregation members, visiting with Gale & Dorothy
Williams (above), and Bernice De Leon(right).
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dinner but is a way for all who attend to be a part of a warm and
accepting community. Invite your friends and join the next potluck for
an evening of conversation, crafts/games with the kids, and a shared
meal. For more information, contact the Community Meal Volunteers
by emailing: meal@santamonicaumc.org or call the church office
(310) 393-8258.
Thursday, January 24, 5:30 p.m. Family Place
(1020 12th St. Santa Monica)
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church website. Thank you for your support!

JANUARY Calendar
Tuesday, January 1 - New Year’s Day • Church campus closed
Saturday, January 5
2 p.m. Marquand Memorial & Reception, Sanctuary/Simkins Hall
Sunday, January 6 - Epiphany Sunday • Holy Communion
Tuesday, January 8
6:30 p.m. Open Space Gathering, Off-Site
Wednesday, January 9
2:10 p.m. Mid-Week Recital/Reception, Sanctuary/Fireside Room
Friday, January 11
7 p.m. Shareringers Monthly Meeting, Fireside Room
Saturday, January 12
10 a.m. DanceFit!, Room 300
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Messy Church Meet-Up, Off-Site
Sunday, January 13 - Baptismal Renewal & Installation of Lay Leaders
11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class, Room 300
6 p.m. simple supper, Fireside Room
Saturday, January 19
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, January 20
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
3 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
Monday, January 21 - Martin Luther King Jr., Day
Thursday, January 24
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal, Off-Site
Saturday, January 26
10 a.m. DanceFit!, Room 300
Sunday, January 27 - Youth/Scout Sunday
11 a.m. Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Girl Scout Cookie Sales, Simkins Hall
11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class, Room 300
11:30 a.m. Book Study/Potluck, Fireside Room
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Wednesday, January 9
4 p.m. Trustees Meeting, CR-A
SUNDAYS-AT-A-GLANCE
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
10:10 a.m. Youth Connect, Room 203 (1st & 3rd Sundays)
11 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6 p.m. UMYF Meeting, Youth Lounge

Open Space January Gathering
Open Space is a new ministry for young adults – an intentional,
inclusive, open-minded group that invites all to spark deep
conversation and find spiritual meaning in a safe and diverse
environment. Our January Gathering will center around food and
conversation with the topic: Let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and your ‘No’ be ‘No,’
Intention and Commitment in the New Year. Contact Nathan Oney:
n.oney@santamonicaumc.org, for more information.
Tuesday, January 8, 6:30 p.m. at Santa Monica Brew Works
(FB & IG:@openspacesantamonica)

January Mid-Week Recital
Presented by Dr. James E. Smith, Music Director, the Mid-Week Recital
series is held January – May on the second Wednesdays of the month
(subject to change.) Recitals begin promptly at 12:10 p.m., followed by a
reception with the artists. Free admission.
The first of the 2019 Mid-Week Recitals begins in January with Mark
Robson, piano. Robson has been hailed by the Los Angeles Times as
a pianist with “one of the great techniques,” “an inquiring mind” and
a performer capable of evoking an “exquisite engulfing pastel haze,”
and he continues to impress with his multi-faceted career as a soloist,
chamber musician, and teacher. As a collaborative artist with singers
and instrumentalists, he commands the respect of his peers in both the
recital and chamber settings.
For the full list of 2019 Recitals, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/
mid-week-recital-series.
Wednesday, January 9, 12:10 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Reception to
follow in the Fireside Room.

Preschool Corner
The Preschool Christmas Concert was held
December 14 in the First UMC Sanctuary.

Sarah, Dominic, Dane and Cavan Rold as The Holy Family.

Batsheva Spector, Preschool
Director, and Nathan Oney,
Pastoral Associate.

Messy Church Meet-Up
We will not be gathering in January per our
usual for worship at First UMC, however, all
are welcome to a casual meet up at Virginia
Park. No need to RSVP.
The Farmers Market is open from 8:30 a.m.
– 1 p.m. Feel free to grab some lunch there or
bring your own picnic.
For more info or to sign up for the email list,
go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch.
Saturday, January 12, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Virginia Park
(2200 Virginia Ave, Santa Monica)

A visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus.

Baptismal Renewal &
Installation of Lay Leadership
Baptismal Renewal is a special time of reflection on baptism and on our
own baptismal experience. During this worship we will also recognize
and install the new Church Leadership for 2019.
Sunday, January 13, Sanctuary Worship 10 a.m.
The Preschool continues to celebrate it’s 70th
Anniversary year with a aerial shot of the
kids forming a number 70!
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January 2019

HORIZONS
I suppose many of us are starting into this new New Year with our very own list of resolutions, mostly having to do
with diet, exercise, budget-keeping, and so forth. If so, I wish you well with all of those noble thoughts and with the
determination needed to carry them forward well into the year. At the same time, I want to suggest a more modest
approach.
A friend of mine has a pinned small note card where he’ll see it each day as he heads off to work or other pursuits.
It asks simply: “What good shall I do this day?”

WORSHIP:

SUNDAYS IN JANUARY

“What good shall I do this day?”
What if we each do the same? Might prove to be more do-able than loftier goals–some days harder than others, to be sure, given how life has a way
of unfolding.

JANAURY 6
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Still, my hunch is that the intention alone will create yet another way for the light to get in, and for the light of God to shine through us each and
every day.

Epiphany Sunday • Holy Communion

What good shall I do this day?

Homily by Rev. Larry Young

May the Year of our Lord 2019 bring peace, hope, joy, and light to one and all.

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Michael Olsson

Senior Minister

JANAURY 13
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Baptismal Renewal & Installation of
Lay Leaders

Haiti 2019

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

In 2010, a devastating magnitude 7.0 earthquake crippled the impoverished country of
Haiti. As we witnessed the devastation of the earthquake, our congregation heard a
call to be in an ongoing mission partnership with the Haitian people. Since then we have
sent a team annually from our church to be in service to a Haitian community. In the fall of 2016 the country was devastated by Hurricane Matthew.
Haiti remains the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. Many live without clean water or adequate sanitation. They still need our help.

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

JANAURY 20
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Tricia Guerrero

JANAURY 27
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Youth / Scout Sunday

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

On the Website
If you enjoyed music from the Christmas Celebration Concert or
Lessons and Carols, then you will want to mark your calendars for
the free monthly Mid-Week Recital series that begins in January.
Check out the website for the list of artists.
www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series

First UMC is in the process of forming a team to send to Haiti from March 7 - 14, 2019. Joining with Église Methodiste d’Haiti (United Methodist
Church of Haiti), we will be lending our time, talent, and faith to help our Haitian brothers and sisters by continuing to build and strengthen
sustainable communities. The group will be lead by Todd Erlandson, and to date a few of the team members include Nathan Oney, Grace Cho, and
Janet Searfoss. Some will be going to Haiti for the first time and others are returning for the second or even third time to continue their own spiritual
growth and to be of service.
UMCOR asks that each work team contribute $500 per person to go specifically to the supplies and labor needed at each work site. These funds
are used to purchase things like concrete, lumber or other essential materials used in the re-building effort. Along with your prayers and spiritual
encouragement, you can help our First United Methodist team by making a tax-deductible contribution. All checks can be made out to First UMC
and in the memo line please write in Haiti Mission Team 2019, or give online by going to www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti. Thank you for your
continued prayers and generosity.
- 2019 Haiti Work Team

A WAY FORWARD
by Jack Fry, First UMC member and Lay Member of the Annual Conference
In 2016 the Council of Bishops proposed the formation of the Commission on A Way Forward as an effort
by the United Methodist Church to attempt to seek unity throughout the global church on issues relating to
homosexuality. The proposal was approved by the 2016 General Conference.
The issue of homosexuality has long been a contentious one, and opinions of acceptance versus those
of rejection are prevalent within society as well as the church. It is an issue that has long been vigorously
debated in the United Methodist Church, often with animosity and hostility, and the floor of many General
Conferences has seen heated challenges and counter challenges to proposed changes in policies relating to homosexuality in the Book
of Discipline, the book of law of the United Methodist Church.
In October of 2012, the Church Council of First UMC unanimously voted to open all the ministries of the church to all of God’s
children. The Western Jurisdiction, which includes our California-Pacific Conference, and all its bishops (active and retired) actively
support full inclusion and LGBTQ clergy. However, exclusionary language remains in the Book of Discipline.
The challenge facing the Commission on a Way Forward was to develop recommendations for changes in The Book of Discipline that
would bring together the differing views of United Methodists throughout the world on this divisive topic while maintaining the unity of
the United Methodist Church.
The Commission was composed of 32 members: 20 clergy (eight bishops, twelve elders and two deacons) and 12 lay members.
Members of the commission were from Africa, Europe, the Philippines and the United States. Members also represent various
elements of the LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual and questioning) community.
Specifically, the mission of the CWF was (1) to revise language in the Book of Discipline that relates to homosexuality, and (2) to
explore options that help to maintain and strengthen unity within the church.
The Commission on a Way Forward met numerous times and put forward three possible plans to achieve the charge of its mission
which were sent on to the Council of Bishops.
The One Church Plan
• The denomination does not split and there is one unified UMC body.
• All LGBTQ exclusive language is removed from the Book of Discipline.
• Everyone will have autonomy to follow their own conscience; no vote has to be taken by any jurisdiction, annual
conference, or local church.
• Boards of Ordained Ministry will decide who is ordained in each conference.
• Local churches and clergy decide whom to marry.
• Complaints and trials on all LGBTQ violations are removed.
The Connectional Conference Plan
• Three connectional conferences will be created based on theology or perspective.
• Each conference will have clearly defined values (accountability, contextualization and justice).
• The three connectional conferences would function throughout the worldwide church.
• The five existing U.S. Jurisdictional Conferences would be abolished.
• Adaptations to the Book of Discipline would be allowed by each connectional conference.
• Each annual conference would determine its affiliation with a connectional conference.
• Local churches that choose a branch other than the one chosen by their annual conference could vote to join
another annual conference.
• This plan would require multiple constitutional amendments.
					

The Traditional Plan
• All current language on homosexuality would remain in the Book of Discipline.
• Annual Conferences would have to commit that they will uphold the Book of Discipline or leave the UMC to form a
self-governing body
• Bishops would have to certify that they will uphold the Book of Discipline or be charged by the Council of Bishops.
• The certification process would extend to conferences, clergy, and Boards of Ordained Ministry in upholding the
Book of Discipline.
The Council of Bishops has overwhelmingly endorsed the One Church Plan.
The Judicial Council (“Supreme Court”) of the United Methodist Church has examined the three proposed plans and in a unanimous
decision ruled that the One Church Plan is, for the most part, in compliance with the constitution of the United Methodist Church.
The Judicial Council also ruled that the Traditional Plan contains extensive unconstitutional provisions. The JC also ruled that it did not
have jurisdiction over the Connectional Conference Plan because it requires numerous constitutional amendments.
Delegates to this special session have been elected by their respective annual conferences (Rev. Farris will be one of the delegates from
the California-Pacific Conference). They will meet in St. Louis Mo. from February 23 to 26. The schedule calls for February 23 to be a
day of prayer, with conferencing scheduled for the remaining three days in sessions that will end at 6:30 P.M. At Annual Conference,
as Bishop Hagiya spoke of this upcoming 2019 Special Session of the General Conference, he said, “If we gather with hearts of war,
we will continue the cycle. If we gather with hearts of peace, we can find a new way forward.”
Whether the Special Session of the General Conference will end with a unifying answer to these vexing issues remains to be seen.
Will their recommendations ultimately result in significant changes to The Book of Discipline? Will the unity of the global United
Methodist Church be preserved? Or will these issues remain unresolved with annual conferences continuing to follow their own
interpretations of the Book of Discipline? Hopefully, they will be able to gather with hearts of peace, and a new way forward will
result. Stay tuned.
Rev. Farris’ Book Study discussions in January and February feature books chosen to inform our discussion of these matters. Everyone
is warmly invited to participate:
Jan. 27 Embracing the Wideness: The Shared Convictions of the United Methodist Church
Bishop Ken Carter, President of the Council of Bishops and a moderator of the CWF
Feb. 17 Together at the Table: Diversity Without Division in the United Methodist Church
Bishop Karen Oliveto, first openly gay bishop elected in the UMC
For more information, go to: https://onechurchplan.org
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