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HORIZONS
Our 2019 Haiti Team is gearing up (and by the way, they need the support of our prayers and dollars!)
We’ve sent a team each year since the quake first hit in January 2010. That’s witness to an amazing commitment on
the part of many individuals and our congregation as a whole. That long-term commitment changes “mission” into
“relationship” and “doing for” into “working with.” It means that we’ve seen kids growing up and facilities we’ve helped
build being used. It means seeing that the goats we purchased become the “bank accounts” our Team describes. It
means that we are welcomed back by people who know us and look forward to our coming. It means working alongside
them again on the projects they have set as their priorities. It means that they have become sisters and brothers, and their families part of our family.
This long-term commitment has changed not only the team members who have gone to Haiti, but our congregation as well. Our boundaries are
not Santa Monica or the Westside. This has actually been true of us for a very long time, beginning perhaps with our welcoming of refugees from
Vietnam back in the 1960s and 1970s. You may know of other examples as well.

WORSHIP:

SUNDAYS IN FEBRUARY

To say “God’s world is our world” is not just about mouthing some words. We know that it’s about living into it, embracing others, learning their
names and their stories, seeking their welfare alongside ours. It means holding them in our hearts
and making decisions about public policy not just from the mind but from our heart and soul.

FEBRUARY 3

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Holy Communion

Thanks be to God for these gifts of new life and for a family that spans the globe.

Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

no simple church tonight
Senior Minister

FEBRUARY 10

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Fundraising for Haiti

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

FEBRUARY 17

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

FEBRUARY 24

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Sermon by Nathan Oney

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Tricia Guerrero

On the Website
Check out the Haiti Mission webpage to learn more about the trip,
this year’s work team and how you can help support them.
Also, read this year’s A Prayer for Haiti:
www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti

In collaboration with Haitian Methodist partners, our efforts thus
far have made tangible progress in rebuilding churches, clinics,
schools and homes. We believe that our biggest impact in the
rebuilding effort in Haiti, however, is in giving hope and building
relationships with our fellow Haitian brothers and sisters in Christ.
This year’s First UMC team: Grace Cho, Heidi Crooks, Janet
Searfoss, Maddy Ing, Nathan Oney, Sam Johnson, Conner
Kilpatrick, and team leaders Todd & Sherry Erlandson. The team
will be commissioned during worship Sunday, March 3, and the trip
takes place March 7-17.

We need your support!
Each team member covers their own travel expenses; therefore,
100% of all donations raised will make a direct impact on Haiti
such as:
• Purchasing site building materials
• Employing Haitian laborers

Last year’s Haiti Work Team
• Employing Haitian translators, drivers, guesthouse cook
and staff - 3 Haitian people are employed for every 1 volunteer sent!

Ways to Give

• Give online www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti or send checks
by mail to First UMC Santa Monica, 1008 11th St. Santa Monica,
CA 90403 Memo: Haiti Work Team
• Bring your loose change (or cash) to church on
Sundays February 10, 17, and 24, and place them in the Pennies for
Haiti buckets in church or during Coffee Hour in the hall.
• Donations are 100% tax-deductible.

Stories of Grace

The team will host a Report Back Luncheon on
March 31, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall.
All are welcome to hear team members share their experiences in
Haiti. Lunch will be served. No charge.

www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti.

FEBRUARY Calendar
Saturday, February 2
8 a.m. West District Training Conference, Off-site
8:30 a.m. Habitat for Humanity build day, Off-site
Sunday, February 3 - Holy Communion • no simple church tonight
Tuesday, February 5
7 p.m. Open Space Gathering, Off-site
Friday, February 8
7 p.m. Shareringers Monthly Meeting, Fireside Room
Saturday, February 9
10 a.m. DanceFit!, Room 300
4:30 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/Simkins Hall
Sunday, February 10
8 a.m. Upward Bound House Home Run for Kids, Off-site
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti Fundraiser, Simkins Hall
6 p.m. simple supper, Fireside Room
Wednesday, February 13 - last day to register for Kids Fun Night
12:10 p.m. Mid-Week Recital/Reception, Sanctuary/Fireside Room
6:30 p.m. Lay Leadership Team Meeting, Fireside Room
Friday, February 15
5:30 p.m. Kids Fun Night, Education Bldg. 2nd Fl.
Saturday, February 16
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, February 17
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti Fundraiser, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
11:30 a.m. Book Study/Potluck, Fireside Room
3 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
Saturday, February 23 - UMC General Conference begins in St. Louis
10 a.m. DanceFit!, Room 300
Sunday, February 24 - Faith in Action
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti Fundraiser, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Girl Scout Cookie Sales, Simkins Hall
Thursday, February 28
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal, Off-site
SUNDAYS-AT-A-GLANCE
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9:30 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
10:10 a.m. Youth Connect, Room 203 (1st & 3rd Sundays)
11 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6 p.m. UMYF Meeting, Youth Lounge

Home Run for Kids - find the white
First UMC tent!

Habitat for Humanity Build Day

simple supper

The Habitat for Humanity Patience House build continues to move
forward with a work day in early February. You can still sign up for
future build days. (The Westside Coalition allocates a certain number of
volunteer builders we can bring to each build day.) To sign up and for more
detailed information, contact Joyce Landsverk: jlandsve@verizon.net.
Saturday, February 2, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
(4000 block of Globe Ave. in Culver City)

simple supper is a simple church monthly potluck. Sharing a meal has
always been a holy act of hospitality and of fellowship, and there is no
reason to make it complicated; bring a dish to share, eat, and enjoy.
There is no need to RSVP, all are welcome, and we will celebrate with
those who are present.
Sunday, February 10, 6 p.m. in the Fireside Room

Open Space February Gathering
Open Space is a new ministry for young adults – an intentional,
inclusive, open-minded group that invites all to spark deep conversation
and find spiritual meaning in a safe and diverse environment. Our
February Gathering will center around food and conversation with the
topic: Strengthening the Common. Contact Nathan Oney:
n.oney@santamonicaumc.org, for more information.
Tuesday, February 5, 7 p.m. at Santa Monica Brew Works
(FB & IG:@openspacesantamonica)

Messy Church
Messy Church is back on campus for February
with the theme: Love Rules. Messy Church is a
great opportunity for families to be together in
worship without the worry of being too silly or
“messy” because, let’s face it, life can be messy!
At Messy Church, we grow in our relationship
with God and with one another through crafts,
activities, music, and stories of God’s love. Then, together we enjoy
a shared meal. Be ready to get messy! Sign up to receive monthly
Messy Church reminder emails and news: www.santamonicaumc.org/
messychurch.
Saturday, February 9, 4:30 - 6 p.m. in the Chapel/Simkins Hall

2019 Home Run for Kids
Registration is underway for the 7th Annual Home Run for Kids Walk/
Run in the Brentwood community of West Los Angeles. This year’s
event–including a 5k/10k course, and a stroller & pet friendly Kiddie
K– expects to draw over 1,200 participants with all proceeds benefiting
Upward Bound House. UBH is dedicated to eliminating homelessness
for women, children & families in Los Angeles. They have increased
their footprint and impact in solving family homelessness by increasing
their capacity. At any given time, UBH is now serving 190 families
throughout all its programs. The holiday season was delightful for
their families, with over 120 families “adopted” by generous donors,
and they also had great parties hosted by various groups as well as toy
drives. Let’s show our support together as a First UMC & Preschool
community! Join the Team! To register, go to: www.santamonicaumc.
org/home-run-for-kids. (Team name: First UMC Santa Monica) You
may also make a donation and not participate in the race. Before the
race, First UMC will hold a brief on-site worship service complete with
Communion at 8 a.m. Look for the white First UMC tent. Find out
what it means to pray on your feet!
Sunday, February 10, 9 a.m., Darlington Ave. & 11645 San Vicente
Boulevard, Brentwood, CA

February Mid-Week Recital
February’s Mid-Week Recital features
Lukas Hasler, organ. Mr. Hasler
is currently studying organ at the
University of Music and Performing
Arts in Graz, Austria and cultural
management at the University of
Hamburg, Germany. In addition to his
participation in the opening ceremony
of the Salzburg Festival, he has already
performed at the Tyrolean Festival Erl as well as the International
Organ Festival in Düsseldorf. Lukas is gaining recognition for his
colorful and passionate musicality and has performed many organ
recitals in Austria, as well as internationally in Germany, France, Israel,
the United Kingdom and the United States.
The Mid-Week Recital series is held January – May on the second
Wednesdays of the month (subject to change.) Recitals begin promptly
at 12:10 p.m., followed by a reception with the artists. Free admission.
For the full list of 2019 Recitals, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/
mid-week-recital-series.
Wednesday, February 13, 12:10 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Reception to
follow in the Fireside Room.

Parent’s Date Night
& Kids Fun Night
A safe and fun night for the kids and a
Valentine’s date for parents!
When: February 15, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Where: Second Floor Education Building
Cost: $25/child + $10 for each additional sibling
Ages: 3 years through 5th grade (if interested in childcare for 2 and
under, please let us know.)
While parents enjoy an evening out, children are provided a safe and
fun night of games, activities and crafts, pizza dinner, and a movie
with our trained childcare team. Pre-registration is required: To sign
up, register online no later than February 13, 6 p.m., and you will
receive a confirmation email with details for the evening including
drop-off/pick-up information. For questions, please contact Tricia
Guerrero, Director of Children and Youth Ministry at: t.guerrero@
santamonicaumc.org, or 310-393-8258 (ext. 104).
Friday, February 15, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m., in the First UMC Education
Bldg., 2nd Floor.
First UMC takes the care and safety of children seriously. We follow Safe
Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to the physical safety and
spiritual growth of all of our children, youth and adults.

Loving God with Our Minds
Book Study/Potluck
Together at the Table: Diversity Without Division in The United
Methodist Church by Karen P. Oliveto
Karen Oliveto was elected bishop of The UMC
by the Western Jurisdicction in 2016. She is the
first openly LGBTQ bishop in The UMC. This
book tells her story and shares her theology of
church, family, and community. Bishop Oliveto
dedicates this book to her mom– “for always
making sure there was room for one more at
the table.” This grounds her understanding
and experience of Holy Communion and points
the way to a church that can embrace diversity
without division. Bring your questions, your concerns, your hopes for
the church. Our Book Studies are a safe place to explore, discuss, and
ponder, around the table of God’s love. Books are available for sale in
the church office and at the Sunday Hospitality Table.
Sunday, February 17, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Walk the Labyrinth
The Labyrinth is open from 3 - 5 p.m. on the third Sunday of the
month, with the last walk at 4:30 p.m. Enjoy the meditative Labyrinth,
then stay for the contemplative simple church service in the Chapel at
5 p.m. Walking the Labyrinth is an ancient spiritual practice, a way to
quiet our minds and open our spirits to the presence of the Holy. Take
an hour for yourself in this “device-free” zone. Every step a prayer.
Sunday, February 17, 3 - 5 p.m. in Simkins Hall

DanceFit!
First UMC member Whitney Hagan leads DanceFit: “DanceFit is
inspired by Zumba, a high-energy interval workout set to upbeat music,
featuring choreographed dance tailored for fitness. You don’t need to
be a great dancer to feel welcome in DanceFit! The class is designed
for multiple levels, including beginners.” Wear comfortable clothes
and shoes, and bring a towel. Water will be available. No charge but
donations appreciated. Kids are welcome. Tell your friends!
Saturdays, February 9 & 23, 10 - 11 a.m. in Room 300

Family Place Community Meal
Community Meal is a committed partnership between First UMC and
Upward Bound House’s Family Place–our local transitional housing
program for families with young children. The simple church community
has worked diligently over the last few years to foster relationships with
the staff and residents and to provide a monthly night of fun and food.
Through the ministry of feeding and the ministry of showing up, First
UMC volunteers engage in activities that create lasting impact and joy.
If you would like to be a part of this meaningful mission, please contact
the church office (310) 393-8258, or email meal@santamonicaumc.
org. You can help by cooking or donating a meal, side, salad, or dessert
or by volunteering to lead a craft or other fun activity for the kids.
Thursday, February 28, 5:30 p.m. Family Place (1020 12th St. SM)

FEBRUARY Calendar
Saturday, February 2
8 a.m. West District Training Conference, Off-site
8:30 a.m. Habitat for Humanity build day, Off-site
Sunday, February 3 - Holy Communion • no simple church tonight
Tuesday, February 5
7 p.m. Open Space Gathering, Off-site
Friday, February 8
7 p.m. Shareringers Monthly Meeting, Fireside Room
Saturday, February 9
10 a.m. DanceFit!, Room 300
4:30 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/Simkins Hall
Sunday, February 10
8 a.m. Upward Bound House Home Run for Kids, Off-site
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti Fundraiser, Simkins Hall
6 p.m. simple supper, Fireside Room
Wednesday, February 13 - last day to register for Kids Fun Night
12:10 p.m. Mid-Week Recital/Reception, Sanctuary/Fireside Room
6:30 p.m. Lay Leadership Team Meeting, Fireside Room
Friday, February 15
5:30 p.m. Kids Fun Night, Education Bldg. 2nd Fl.
Saturday, February 16
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, February 17
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti Fundraiser, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
11:30 a.m. Book Study/Potluck, Fireside Room
3 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
Saturday, February 23 - UMC General Conference begins in St. Louis
10 a.m. DanceFit!, Room 300
Sunday, February 24 - Faith in Action
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti Fundraiser, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Girl Scout Cookie Sales, Simkins Hall
Thursday, February 28
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal, Off-site
SUNDAYS-AT-A-GLANCE
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9:30 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
10:10 a.m. Youth Connect, Room 203 (1st & 3rd Sundays)
11 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6 p.m. UMYF Meeting, Youth Lounge

Home Run for Kids - find the white
First UMC tent!

Habitat for Humanity Build Day

simple supper

The Habitat for Humanity Patience House build continues to move
forward with a work day in early February. You can still sign up for
future build days. (The Westside Coalition allocates a certain number of
volunteer builders we can bring to each build day.) To sign up and for more
detailed information, contact Joyce Landsverk: jlandsve@verizon.net.
Saturday, February 2, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
(4000 block of Globe Ave. in Culver City)

simple supper is a simple church monthly potluck. Sharing a meal has
always been a holy act of hospitality and of fellowship, and there is no
reason to make it complicated; bring a dish to share, eat, and enjoy.
There is no need to RSVP, all are welcome, and we will celebrate with
those who are present.
Sunday, February 10, 6 p.m. in the Fireside Room

Open Space February Gathering
Open Space is a new ministry for young adults – an intentional,
inclusive, open-minded group that invites all to spark deep conversation
and find spiritual meaning in a safe and diverse environment. Our
February Gathering will center around food and conversation with the
topic: Strengthening the Common. Contact Nathan Oney:
n.oney@santamonicaumc.org, for more information.
Tuesday, February 5, 7 p.m. at Santa Monica Brew Works
(FB & IG:@openspacesantamonica)

Messy Church
Messy Church is back on campus for February
with the theme: Love Rules. Messy Church is a
great opportunity for families to be together in
worship without the worry of being too silly or
“messy” because, let’s face it, life can be messy!
At Messy Church, we grow in our relationship
with God and with one another through crafts,
activities, music, and stories of God’s love. Then, together we enjoy
a shared meal. Be ready to get messy! Sign up to receive monthly
Messy Church reminder emails and news: www.santamonicaumc.org/
messychurch.
Saturday, February 9, 4:30 - 6 p.m. in the Chapel/Simkins Hall

2019 Home Run for Kids
Registration is underway for the 7th Annual Home Run for Kids Walk/
Run in the Brentwood community of West Los Angeles. This year’s
event–including a 5k/10k course, and a stroller & pet friendly Kiddie
K– expects to draw over 1,200 participants with all proceeds benefiting
Upward Bound House. UBH is dedicated to eliminating homelessness
for women, children & families in Los Angeles. They have increased
their footprint and impact in solving family homelessness by increasing
their capacity. At any given time, UBH is now serving 190 families
throughout all its programs. The holiday season was delightful for
their families, with over 120 families “adopted” by generous donors,
and they also had great parties hosted by various groups as well as toy
drives. Let’s show our support together as a First UMC & Preschool
community! Join the Team! To register, go to: www.santamonicaumc.
org/home-run-for-kids. (Team name: First UMC Santa Monica) You
may also make a donation and not participate in the race. Before the
race, First UMC will hold a brief on-site worship service complete with
Communion at 8 a.m. Look for the white First UMC tent. Find out
what it means to pray on your feet!
Sunday, February 10, 9 a.m., Darlington Ave. & 11645 San Vicente
Boulevard, Brentwood, CA

February Mid-Week Recital
February’s Mid-Week Recital features
Lukas Hasler, organ. Mr. Hasler
is currently studying organ at the
University of Music and Performing
Arts in Graz, Austria and cultural
management at the University of
Hamburg, Germany. In addition to his
participation in the opening ceremony
of the Salzburg Festival, he has already
performed at the Tyrolean Festival Erl as well as the International
Organ Festival in Düsseldorf. Lukas is gaining recognition for his
colorful and passionate musicality and has performed many organ
recitals in Austria, as well as internationally in Germany, France, Israel,
the United Kingdom and the United States.
The Mid-Week Recital series is held January – May on the second
Wednesdays of the month (subject to change.) Recitals begin promptly
at 12:10 p.m., followed by a reception with the artists. Free admission.
For the full list of 2019 Recitals, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/
mid-week-recital-series.
Wednesday, February 13, 12:10 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Reception to
follow in the Fireside Room.

Parent’s Date Night
& Kids Fun Night
A safe and fun night for the kids and a
Valentine’s date for parents!
When: February 15, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Where: Second Floor Education Building
Cost: $25/child + $10 for each additional sibling
Ages: 3 years through 5th grade (if interested in childcare for 2 and
under, please let us know.)
While parents enjoy an evening out, children are provided a safe and
fun night of games, activities and crafts, pizza dinner, and a movie
with our trained childcare team. Pre-registration is required: To sign
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book tells her story and shares her theology of
church, family, and community. Bishop Oliveto
dedicates this book to her mom– “for always
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be a great dancer to feel welcome in DanceFit! The class is designed
for multiple levels, including beginners.” Wear comfortable clothes
and shoes, and bring a towel. Water will be available. No charge but
donations appreciated. Kids are welcome. Tell your friends!
Saturdays, February 9 & 23, 10 - 11 a.m. in Room 300
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the staff and residents and to provide a monthly night of fun and food.
Through the ministry of feeding and the ministry of showing up, First
UMC volunteers engage in activities that create lasting impact and joy.
If you would like to be a part of this meaningful mission, please contact
the church office (310) 393-8258, or email meal@santamonicaumc.
org. You can help by cooking or donating a meal, side, salad, or dessert
or by volunteering to lead a craft or other fun activity for the kids.
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FIRST UMC

Preschool Corner

HAPPENINGS AT FIRST UMC

First UMC Preschool continues to celebrate
its 70th Anniversary with a Hop-A-Thon!

Births
• Dylan Hudson Dawton Spector, grandson to First UMC
Preschool Director Batsheva Spector, was born December 30,
2018.
• Taylor Rogers, granddaughter to First UMC members Drs. Anna
and Dave Rogers, was born January 1, 2019.

Condolences

Scenes from Christmas Eve Candlelight and Family Services

We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these
departed loved ones:
• First UMC member Helen Brungard, who died March 1, 2018.
• Jerry Smith, First UMC Music Director Jim Smith’s brother, who
died December 22, 2018.
• Janet Byers, First UMC member Karen Grothe’s mother, who died
January 5, 2019.
• To Brian Alt, partner of First UMC member Peter Johnson, in the
death of Brian’s mother.
• Evelyn Kenny, who died January 21. There will not be a service.
Cards may be sent to Tom and family at: 159 Via Cristal,
Camarillo, CA 93012.
Flower Orders - Available dates at press time:
February 3, 17, 24. Please contact the church
office to order flowers for one of these dates.

LOOKING FORWARD
March Highlights:
March 3:
March 6:
March 7:
March 9:
March 10:
March 17:
March 31:

Haiti Team Commissioning
Ash Wednesday • Lent begins
Haiti Work Team Departs
Messy Church
First Sunday of Lent
St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon
Haiti Team Report Back

Lighting the Advent Candles: (left to right)
Week 3: Jace, Keeley, Jane & Casey Henricks; Lessons & Carols: Brandon & Leanne, Hannah
& Emily Franklin; Christmas Eve Family Service: Gavin, Ryan, Christina & Bryce Eddy;
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: Kevin, Amy, Madelyn & Brooklyn Bisson

Ash Wednesday Services
Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent - a time of introspection
and self-examination of our lives and relationship with God. The ritual
of the ashes represent a visual reminder of the day as we pause to
remember our physical limits in contrast to the infinity of God. Here at
First UMC, we offer two Ash Wednesday services in the Chapel. The
ashes used for the services come from the burned palms of last year’s
Palm Sunday Service. We invite you to this intimate and reflective
service that marks the beginning of the Lenten season.
Ash Wednesday: March 6 • 12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., in the Chapel

Installation of 2019 Lay Leadership

Baptismal Renewal

The 2019 Mid-Week Recital series began
January 9 with Mark Robson, piano.
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Ash Wednesday: March 6 • 12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., in the Chapel

Installation of 2019 Lay Leadership

Baptismal Renewal

The 2019 Mid-Week Recital series began
January 9 with Mark Robson, piano.
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Chapel Open for Prayer: Tues - Fri, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
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HORIZONS
Our 2019 Haiti Team is gearing up (and by the way, they need the support of our prayers and dollars!)
We’ve sent a team each year since the quake first hit in January 2010. That’s witness to an amazing commitment on
the part of many individuals and our congregation as a whole. That long-term commitment changes “mission” into
“relationship” and “doing for” into “working with.” It means that we’ve seen kids growing up and facilities we’ve helped
build being used. It means seeing that the goats we purchased become the “bank accounts” our Team describes. It
means that we are welcomed back by people who know us and look forward to our coming. It means working alongside
them again on the projects they have set as their priorities. It means that they have become sisters and brothers, and their families part of our family.
This long-term commitment has changed not only the team members who have gone to Haiti, but our congregation as well. Our boundaries are
not Santa Monica or the Westside. This has actually been true of us for a very long time, beginning perhaps with our welcoming of refugees from
Vietnam back in the 1960s and 1970s. You may know of other examples as well.

WORSHIP:

SUNDAYS IN FEBRUARY

To say “God’s world is our world” is not just about mouthing some words. We know that it’s about living into it, embracing others, learning their
names and their stories, seeking their welfare alongside ours. It means holding them in our hearts
and making decisions about public policy not just from the mind but from our heart and soul.

FEBRUARY 3

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Holy Communion

Thanks be to God for these gifts of new life and for a family that spans the globe.

Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

no simple church tonight
Senior Minister

FEBRUARY 10

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Fundraising for Haiti

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

FEBRUARY 17

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

FEBRUARY 24

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Sermon by Nathan Oney

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Tricia Guerrero

On the Website
Check out the Haiti Mission webpage to learn more about the trip,
this year’s work team and how you can help support them.
Also, read this year’s A Prayer for Haiti:
www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti

In collaboration with Haitian Methodist partners, our efforts thus
far have made tangible progress in rebuilding churches, clinics,
schools and homes. We believe that our biggest impact in the
rebuilding effort in Haiti, however, is in giving hope and building
relationships with our fellow Haitian brothers and sisters in Christ.
This year’s First UMC team: Grace Cho, Heidi Crooks, Janet
Searfoss, Maddy Ing, Nathan Oney, Sam Johnson, Conner
Kilpatrick, and team leaders Todd & Sherry Erlandson. The team
will be commissioned during worship Sunday, March 3, and the trip
takes place March 7-17.

We need your support!
Each team member covers their own travel expenses; therefore,
100% of all donations raised will make a direct impact on Haiti
such as:
• Purchasing site building materials
• Employing Haitian laborers

Last year’s Haiti Work Team
• Employing Haitian translators, drivers, guesthouse cook
and staff - 3 Haitian people are employed for every 1 volunteer sent!

Ways to Give

• Give online www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti or send checks
by mail to First UMC Santa Monica, 1008 11th St. Santa Monica,
CA 90403 Memo: Haiti Work Team
• Bring your loose change (or cash) to church on
Sundays February 10, 17, and 24, and place them in the Pennies for
Haiti buckets in church or during Coffee Hour in the hall.
• Donations are 100% tax-deductible.

Stories of Grace

The team will host a Report Back Luncheon on
March 31, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall.
All are welcome to hear team members share their experiences in
Haiti. Lunch will be served. No charge.

www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti.

