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Transfiguration Sunday  •  Holy Communion  •  March 3, 2019

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.   Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.*  

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is freedom.
—2 Corinthians 3:17

F I RST  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H  o f   SA N TA  M O N I CA
1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403 www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258

God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.
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WELCOME      Nathan Oney

PRELUDE     Prayer from Jewish Life (Ernest Bloch)               Wayne Smith, Cello

 *PROCESSIONAL HYMN     #185 United Methodist Hymnal — When Morning Gilds the Skies 

*CALL TO WORSHIP         Jace Henricks, Lay Lector
We come to celebrate God’s presence
and God’s love expressed through Jesus Christ.
We come remembering Christ’s life and ministry
and the life we are called to live.
We come as a pilgrim people searching for ways to live out our faith.
We come seeking the strength to carry on our journey.  Let us rejoice in God’s gifts to us!

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
 “Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice give thanks and sing!”

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    Nathan Oney
  Please greet those worshipping near you.

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education 
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the 
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway 
west of the Fireside Room.  

— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously. 
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to 
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth, 
and adults.

—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.

—We welcome Wayne Smith, cellist, to our worship service today. He is 
the son of long time member Frances Smith and grew up in this church. 
He is the Chamber Music Coordinator of the “Hochschule fûr Musik Hanns 
Eisler” in Berlin, Germany.
—After today’s service, members of the Communion Server Ministry will 
be taking the communion elements to those who were unable to worship 
with us.
—April Communion Date Change: April’s Holy Communion will be held 
March 31, due to the annual service of Lessons & Anthems on April 7.
—Flowers: “Happy 90th Birthday to Bill Humphreys, from his loving 
family and friends.”
—Art in the Fireside Room: First UMC is pleased to present a selection 
of paintings by Carl Greenwood.  Exhibit will run through the Lenten 
Season.
—To request prayers, fill in a Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card and place 
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center 
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be 
on your mind!  We’re here to serve you.
—Next Sunday: First Sunday in Lent; Rev. Patricia Farris will preach. 

—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank.  In March, 
please bring canned fruits and vegetables. You may leave items in the 
bin located outside the Sanctuary.
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Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W E  G O  F O R T H  T O  S E R V E

 W E  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D

 W E  R E S P O N D

THE LESSON    2 Corinthians 3:17-18  (Pew Bible page 180, N.T.) Jace Henricks
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God!

THE GOSPEL    Luke 9:26-36  (Pew Bible pages 69-70, N.T.) 
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God!

HOMILY      "We Are Being Transformed"  Rev. Patricia Farris

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES                                                                                  
 Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out 
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in 
the offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

THE OFFERTORY      The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director
Wayne Smith, Cello

Come to Me (Dan Forrest) 
Come to me, all you who labor, come to me, and I will give you rest. Come to me, all who are weary 
and burdened, and you will find rest for your souls. Come my child, learn my heart, for I am gentle and 
lowly. See how great my love for you, that I have called you my child. Come.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Ann Wilson
  #2233  The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.  
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.

 As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one 
another, as Jesus taught to do.

 As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes.

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE    Nathan Oney       
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service. 

  Thanks be to God!

*RESPONSE  #94  UMH — The Doxology

*UNISON  PRAYER OF DEDICATION    Nathan Oney 
Radiant God, may these offerings awaken those who give and those who receive 
to your glorious presence.  Turn us from our desire to have you serve us to a 
joyous willingness to serve wherever you send us.  So fill us with your Spirit that 
we may know the freedom you alone provide.  Extend these gifts beyond our 
reach to touch and change lives by your light.  Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
We will use the Musical Setting beginning on page 2257 in The Faith We Sing hymnal. Gluten-free 
vegan wafers are available from the servers upon request. The Ushers will guide you in coming forward 
to receive the communion elements. You may pause at the kneeler to pray or be in silent prayer at 
your seat.

#618 UMH — Let Us Break Bread Together
#395 UMH — Take Time to Be Holy
#173 UMH — Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies
#451 UMH — Be Thou My Vision

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    Rev. Farris
 Holy God, present in our midst yet beyond all comprehension, by your light, we 
see light; by your healing, we are made whole; by your mercy, we know your 
greatness.  Show us the way of your love.  Through Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

*HYMN    #2173 TFWS — Shine, Jesus, Shine  

*BENEDICTION   Rev. Farris

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 

 POSTLUDE       Fugue in G minor the “Little”  (J. S. Bach)  Ty Woodward



Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W E  G O  F O R T H  T O  S E R V E

 W E  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D

 W E  R E S P O N D

THE LESSON    2 Corinthians 3:17-18  (Pew Bible page 180, N.T.) Jace Henricks
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God!

THE GOSPEL    Luke 9:26-36  (Pew Bible pages 69-70, N.T.) 
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God!

HOMILY      "We Are Being Transformed"  Rev. Patricia Farris

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES                                                                                  
 Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out 
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in 
the offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

THE OFFERTORY      The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director
Wayne Smith, Cello

Come to Me (Dan Forrest) 
Come to me, all you who labor, come to me, and I will give you rest. Come to me, all who are weary 
and burdened, and you will find rest for your souls. Come my child, learn my heart, for I am gentle and 
lowly. See how great my love for you, that I have called you my child. Come.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Ann Wilson
  #2233  The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.  
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.

 As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one 
another, as Jesus taught to do.

 As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes.

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE    Nathan Oney       
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service. 

  Thanks be to God!

*RESPONSE  #94  UMH — The Doxology

*UNISON  PRAYER OF DEDICATION    Nathan Oney 
Radiant God, may these offerings awaken those who give and those who receive 
to your glorious presence.  Turn us from our desire to have you serve us to a 
joyous willingness to serve wherever you send us.  So fill us with your Spirit that 
we may know the freedom you alone provide.  Extend these gifts beyond our 
reach to touch and change lives by your light.  Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
We will use the Musical Setting beginning on page 2257 in The Faith We Sing hymnal. Gluten-free 
vegan wafers are available from the servers upon request. The Ushers will guide you in coming forward 
to receive the communion elements. You may pause at the kneeler to pray or be in silent prayer at 
your seat.

#618 UMH — Let Us Break Bread Together
#395 UMH — Take Time to Be Holy
#173 UMH — Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies
#451 UMH — Be Thou My Vision

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION    Rev. Farris
 Holy God, present in our midst yet beyond all comprehension, by your light, we 
see light; by your healing, we are made whole; by your mercy, we know your 
greatness.  Show us the way of your love.  Through Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

*HYMN    #2173 TFWS — Shine, Jesus, Shine  

*BENEDICTION   Rev. Farris

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 

 POSTLUDE       Fugue in G minor the “Little”  (J. S. Bach)  Ty Woodward



F  I  R  S  T    U  N  I  T  E  D    M  E  T  H  O  D  I  S  T    C  H  U  R  C  H

Transfiguration Sunday  •  Holy Communion  •  March 3, 2019

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.   Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.*  

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is freedom.
—2 Corinthians 3:17

F I RST  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H  o f   SA N TA  M O N I CA
1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403 www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258

God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.

FA
M

IL
Y

  I
N

FO
W

O
R

SH
IP

  I
N

FO
M

IS
SI

O
N

S

 W E  G A T H E R

W O R S H I P

WELCOME      Nathan Oney

PRELUDE     Prayer from Jewish Life (Ernest Bloch)               Wayne Smith, Cello

 *PROCESSIONAL HYMN     #185 United Methodist Hymnal — When Morning Gilds the Skies 

*CALL TO WORSHIP         Jace Henricks, Lay Lector
We come to celebrate God’s presence
and God’s love expressed through Jesus Christ.
We come remembering Christ’s life and ministry
and the life we are called to live.
We come as a pilgrim people searching for ways to live out our faith.
We come seeking the strength to carry on our journey.  Let us rejoice in God’s gifts to us!

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
 “Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice give thanks and sing!”

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    Nathan Oney
  Please greet those worshipping near you.

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education 
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the 
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway 
west of the Fireside Room.  

— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously. 
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to 
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth, 
and adults.

—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.

—We welcome Wayne Smith, cellist, to our worship service today. He is 
the son of long time member Frances Smith and grew up in this church. 
He is the Chamber Music Coordinator of the “Hochschule fûr Musik Hanns 
Eisler” in Berlin, Germany.
—After today’s service, members of the Communion Server Ministry will 
be taking the communion elements to those who were unable to worship 
with us.
—April Communion Date Change: April’s Holy Communion will be held 
March 31, due to the annual service of Lessons & Anthems on April 7.
—Flowers: “Happy 90th Birthday to Bill Humphreys, from his loving 
family and friends.”
—Art in the Fireside Room: First UMC is pleased to present a selection 
of paintings by Carl Greenwood.  Exhibit will run through the Lenten 
Season.
—To request prayers, fill in a Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card and place 
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center 
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be 
on your mind!  We’re here to serve you.
—Next Sunday: First Sunday in Lent; Rev. Patricia Farris will preach. 

—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank.  In March, 
please bring canned fruits and vegetables. You may leave items in the 
bin located outside the Sanctuary.

Resident Bishop
Bishop Grant J. Hagiya

West District Superintendent
Rev. Mark M. Nakagawa

Senior Minister
Rev. Patricia Farris

p.farris@santamonicaumc.org

Director of Children & Youth Ministry
Tricia Guerrero

t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org

Pastoral Associate
Nathan Oney

n.oney@santamonicaumc.org

Business Administrator
Christina Eddy

c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org

Congregation Care Associate
Anne Premer

a.premer@santamonicaumc.org

Preschool Director
Batsheva Spector

b.spector@santamonicaumc.org

Assistant to the Preschool Director
Dane Rold

d.rold@santamonicaumc.org

Music Director
Dr. James Smith

Organist
Ty Woodward

Lead Coordinator 
Sarah Rold

s.rold@santamonicaumc.org

Membership and Facilities 
Coordinator

David Penson
d.penson@santamonicaumc.org

Communications Director
Tina Gage

t.gage@santamonicaumc.org

Ministries & Communications 
Coordinator 

Shalimar Carducci
s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org

Head Custodian
Javier Espinoza



F I R ST  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H  o f   SA N TA  M O N I CA
1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403 • 310-393-8258

www.santamonicaumc.org • info@santamonicaumc.org             @santamonicaumc

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES OPEN INVITATIONS F O C U S    O N ASH WEDNESDAY
March 3, 2019                 

Prayer Quilt Ministry
The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an outreach ministry 
that combines the gift of prayer with the gift of 
a hand-tied quilt. There are a number of ways to 
be involved: When a prayer quilt is hanging in 
the Sanctuary come tie a knot and say a prayer.  
Remember the recipients in your prayers in the 
following days.  And join the ministry for work and 
fellowship on the third Saturday of each month from 
9:30 a.m. to noon.  You don’t have to know how to 
sew to help.  
Next meeting: Saturday, March 16, 9:30 a.m. -
12 p.m., Room 300

Men’s Breakfast
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is a weekly meeting 
where men of all ages and generations gather 
to ground themselves in the Holy Scripture. It is a 
place for community, prayer and fellowship through 
the sharing of God’s Holy word. Come by as your 
schedule permits! 
Meets Tuesdays, 7 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Westside Food Bank
Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the 
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found 
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the 
month of March we are collecting canned fruits and 
vegetables.

UMCOR
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
is the humanitarian relief and development arm of 
The United Methodist Church (UMC), a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization operated under the auspices 
of the General Board of Global Ministries. When 
UMCOR donors designate their contribution for a 
particular program or disaster response, UMCOR 
uses 100 percent of it on that program—none of 
it gets funneled back into fundraising or operating 
costs. To learn more, go to: www.umcor.org

For more information on these events, or to learn 
about our ministries and missions, go to 

www.santamonicaumc.org.

LOOKING FORWARD

March Mid-Week Recital - AlmaNova Duo, flute and guitar
The award-winning ensemble, AlmaNova, is an innovative flute and guitar duo presenting an eclectic 
program of chamber music. Flutist Jessica Pierce and guitarist Almer Imamovic are both masters of their 
instruments, elevating the flute and guitar ensemble to the highest level of virtuosity and artistry. Their live 
performances are filled with energy and passion creating a “…graceful, intuitively choreographed display of 
seamless connection.”

Wednesday, March 13, 12:10 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Reception to follow in the Fireside Room.
Free admission.

For the full list of 2019 Recitals, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series.

One Wednesday a year, sometime in February or March, you notice someone at work, school, or 
elsewhere with a smudge on her forehead.  It looks as if she missed a spot when washing.  Then 
you see another who looks as though he needs to glance in the mirror.   By the time you see the 
third, you realize it is Ash Wednesday and these passersbys must have received the “imposition 
of ashes.”  This practice we use to mark the first day of Lent may seem odd. People go to church 
mid-week to have a cleric place dirt on their foreheads.  In the early days of the church, it was 
even more dramatic. Pastors did not dip their thumbs into the ashes to draw the shape of a cross 
on your forehead. Instead, they poured or sprinkled ashes over your head.

Why ashes?

In “A Service for Worship for Ash Wednesday” in the United Methodist Book of Worship, two suggestions of what 
worship leaders may say as they make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead are offered: “Remember that you 
are dust, and to dust you shall return,” and “Repent, and believe the gospel.” Ashes were an ancient symbol of our 
humanity. In Genesis, we read that God formed human beings out of the dust of the earth (Genesis 2:7).  The 
Hebrew word translated dust, is occasionally translated ashes elsewhere.

Receiving the imposition of ashes is a powerful way to confront our humanity and mortality. They remind us that we 
are not God, but God’s good creation. In them we recognize that our bodies will not last forever, and come face-
to-face with the reality of our eventual death. But, it is not the end of the story!  Lent leads to Easter, the day we 
celebrate that though our bodies are temporary and our lives are flawed, a day of resurrection will come when we 
will live in the presence of God forever.

Here at First UMC we offer two Ash Wednesday services in the Chapel. The ashes used for the services come from the 
burned palms of last year’s Palm Sunday Service. Javier Espinosa quietly performs his own ritual of carefully burning 
the palms that were saved from the previous year. We invite you to this intimate and reflective service that marks the 
beginning of the Lenten season.

Ash Wednesday Services: Wednesday, March 6, 12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., in the Chapel

The First UMC Lenten Devotional:  Lent can be a deeply personal time for renewal and reflection.  In the 
early church, it was the time when new converts prepared for baptism by prayer, study and fasting.  This collection of 
writings is offered to you for your own Lenten meditations.  It is the work of our members, sharing their faith and their 
stories.  There is one devotional for each day of Lent, starting on Ash Wednesday, March 6.  Our “theme” this year is 
The Art of  the Possible (And with God, nothing is impossble!) you will find many of these writings slanted to this kind of 
thinking.  You may also find suggestions as to what you can do that day to love God and love Creation. 

Please join us in these readings and all our Lenten opportunities for worship, service, prayer and observance.   
You may pick up the devotional in the narthex, at the Hospitality Table, or you may sign up online for a daily 
Devotional email:  www.santamonicaumc.org/lentendevotionals2019. 



FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
March Theme: Observing Lent with Your Family
Sunday School today: The Stories of the Lost
United Methodist Youth Fellowship
6 - 8:30 p.m. UMYF Meeting tonight,  YL

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday   10 a.m.         Sanctuary Worship
Sunday    5 p.m.    simple church 
simple church tonight - reflections by Nathan Oney

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY

Today - Holy Communion
11 a.m. Methodist Foundation Coffee Hour 
Celebration, SH
11:30 a.m. Perspectives on Common Sense Gun 
Safety and Reform, FR 
Tuesday, March 2
7 p.m. Open Space Monthly Gathering, OS
Wednesday, March 3
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Luncheon, WR
12:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
Friday, March 8
7 p.m. Shareringers Monthly Dinner, FR
Saturday, March 9
10 a.m. DanceFit! Room 300
4:30 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/SH
Sunday, March 10 - Daylight Saving Time begins 
(clocks forward 1 hr) • 1st Sunday in Lent
11:30 a.m. Hollywood Team Haiti Report Back, SH
6 p.m. simple supper, FR

The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ 
centered environment where youth explore and 
grow in their faith. Activities are designed to 
nurture relationships and build a strong, loving 
community. This is a place of acceptance, 
outreach and spirituality.

Lenten Yoga Series
In this coming season of spiritual dedication, Open 
Space will be inviting people of all ages to add 
the spiritual discipline of yoga to your Lenten 
practice.  Led by Kristia Oney, the series will 
incorporate gentle, restorative, and energizing 
physical movement (with modifications for all 
mobility and flexibility levels) along with guidance 
through scripture, connecting body, mind, and spirit 
to help us settle into this season with intention.
Beginning Wednesday March 13, 7 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room

Time for Wearin’ of the Green
Women of Action, a circle of United Methodist 
Women, in partnership with Fellowship and Events 
and Children’s Ministry, invites everyone to the 
20th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon.  The cost 
of $8.50 per person includes lunch and a robust 
and rousing sing-along led by Carol Reich, with 
the gaily Gaelic piano stylings of Laura Farrand.  
Children are welcome and will be provided 
seasonal crafting materials. Children under 5 will 
be admitted for free. Don’t forget to wear green!
Ticket sales start today, and Sundays March 10 & 
17, next to the Hospitality Table.
Sunday, March 17, 11:15 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Loving God with Our Minds Book Study/Potluck
Saved By Faith and Hospitality, by Joshua W. Jipp.
Salvation through hospitality?  Maybe you will 
be surprised by the approach of this professor 
of New Testament who comes out of the context 
of conservative evangelical theology.  This is a 
thought-provoking resource for our time and the 
predominance of discussion of borders, strangers, 
immigrants, and “others.”  Professor Jipp blends a 
reading of themes in Scripture with reflections on 
contemporary issues and proposals for the church 
and faithful living. There’s enough here for most 
everyone to be inspired or put off!  
Come for a lively and stimulating discussion, and 
bring a dish to share.  Book available on Amazon, 
at the Sunday Hospitality Table, and in the church 
office.
Sunday, March 24, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

First UMC Haiti Work Team Update - Haiti 
Service Trip Postponed

It is with great disappointment that we will be 
indefinitely postponing the Haiti service trip. 
Based on advisories from the US State Department, 
news reports, and conversations with people 
on the ground in Haiti, we have concluded that 
travel would be unsafe at this time. Additionally, 
our ability to complete our mission of serving the 
village of Sobier would be greatly diminished by 
current events; in fact, our presence might even be 
more harmful than helpful.  We are committed to 
exploring other options as we continue to find ways 
to support our brothers and sisters in Haiti.

At this time, we’d like everyone to continue to pray 
for the country and people of Haiti, along with the 
missionaries who are there now as they return to 
the States.

The Haitian people need our help now more than 
ever, and we want them to know that we have 
not abandoned them, but are continuing our 
commitment to help them, even as the mode of that 
help changes.  At the Haiti Fundraiser at the Santa 
Monica Moose Lodge, First UMC raised enough 
money for thirteen goats that will go directly to the 
Haitian families in most need.

Mission is not merely something we do; it is also 
who we are as a Christian people. It is an attitude 
that we bring to the world as an outpouring of 
the grace of God within us as the Body of Christ.  
We pray that we all carry this stirring of the 
spirit into our daily lives, our workplaces, and our 
relationships.  - Nathan Oney

Today’s Coffee Hour
The Methodist Foundation is sponsoring today’s 
Coffee Hour in recognition of Dean Zerbe’s donation 
towards Youth Ministry, in honor of Hazel Zerbe, Terry 
King, and Kathy Hedges.

Perspectives on Common Sense Gun Safety 
and Reform - Today

All are invited to stay after worship today and 
attend this timely 3-part panel, organized by First 
UMC church member Ken Rasmussen.  The program 
is designed to provide information and different 
perspectives.  Grab your Coffee Hour snacks 
beforehand and join the discussion in the Fireside 
Room.  Speakers include: Amy Phillips & Stacey 
Killinger (Moms Demand Action), Karl Richter (Be 
Smart), and Suzanne Verge (President of LA Chapter 
of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence).  
Today, 11:30 a.m., in the Fireside Room

March Messy Church
The theme for March is “Jesus Found in the Temple.” 
We’ll hear the story of Jesus as a young boy and 
how he knew that he belonged in God’s house. As we 
explore the theme of belonging, we’ll discover that 
we all belong in God’s house!  Our volunteer chef Ms. 
Sandra Jones will be preparing a yummy taco bar 
for dinner so come hungry. 
Saturday, March 9, 4:30 - 6 p.m., Chapel/Simkins Hall

NEW: Haiti Report Back with Hollywood UMC
As our commitment to Haiti continues, we are happy 
to be hosting the team from Hollywood UMC who will 
be sharing stories from their recent trip to Haiti. Stay 
after worship next Sunday, where all are welcome 
to come hear about the work being done and Haiti’s 
current situation. Lunch will be served. No charge.
Next Sunday, March 10, 11:30 a.m. in Simkins Hall

March & April Labyrinth Schedule
Due to scheduling conflicts, the monthly Sunday 
Labyrinth Walks have been canceled for March 
and April.  
• You may Walk the Labyrinth on Good Friday, 
April 19, from 1-9 p.m. in Simkins Hall.  
• You may also reserve a time for walking by 
calling the church office: 310.393.8258.



FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
March Theme: Observing Lent with Your Family
Sunday School today: The Stories of the Lost
United Methodist Youth Fellowship
6 - 8:30 p.m. UMYF Meeting tonight,  YL

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C
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 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY

Today - Holy Communion
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and Children’s Ministry, invites everyone to the 
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Loving God with Our Minds Book Study/Potluck
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Sunday, March 24, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room
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that we bring to the world as an outpouring of 
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES OPEN INVITATIONS F O C U S    O N ASH WEDNESDAY
March 3, 2019                 

Prayer Quilt Ministry
The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an outreach ministry 
that combines the gift of prayer with the gift of 
a hand-tied quilt. There are a number of ways to 
be involved: When a prayer quilt is hanging in 
the Sanctuary come tie a knot and say a prayer.  
Remember the recipients in your prayers in the 
following days.  And join the ministry for work and 
fellowship on the third Saturday of each month from 
9:30 a.m. to noon.  You don’t have to know how to 
sew to help.  
Next meeting: Saturday, March 16, 9:30 a.m. -
12 p.m., Room 300

Men’s Breakfast
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is a weekly meeting 
where men of all ages and generations gather 
to ground themselves in the Holy Scripture. It is a 
place for community, prayer and fellowship through 
the sharing of God’s Holy word. Come by as your 
schedule permits! 
Meets Tuesdays, 7 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Westside Food Bank
Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the 
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found 
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the 
month of March we are collecting canned fruits and 
vegetables.

UMCOR
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
is the humanitarian relief and development arm of 
The United Methodist Church (UMC), a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization operated under the auspices 
of the General Board of Global Ministries. When 
UMCOR donors designate their contribution for a 
particular program or disaster response, UMCOR 
uses 100 percent of it on that program—none of 
it gets funneled back into fundraising or operating 
costs. To learn more, go to: www.umcor.org

For more information on these events, or to learn 
about our ministries and missions, go to 

www.santamonicaumc.org.

LOOKING FORWARD

March Mid-Week Recital - AlmaNova Duo, flute and guitar
The award-winning ensemble, AlmaNova, is an innovative flute and guitar duo presenting an eclectic 
program of chamber music. Flutist Jessica Pierce and guitarist Almer Imamovic are both masters of their 
instruments, elevating the flute and guitar ensemble to the highest level of virtuosity and artistry. Their live 
performances are filled with energy and passion creating a “…graceful, intuitively choreographed display of 
seamless connection.”

Wednesday, March 13, 12:10 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Reception to follow in the Fireside Room.
Free admission.

For the full list of 2019 Recitals, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series.

One Wednesday a year, sometime in February or March, you notice someone at work, school, or 
elsewhere with a smudge on her forehead.  It looks as if she missed a spot when washing.  Then 
you see another who looks as though he needs to glance in the mirror.   By the time you see the 
third, you realize it is Ash Wednesday and these passersbys must have received the “imposition 
of ashes.”  This practice we use to mark the first day of Lent may seem odd. People go to church 
mid-week to have a cleric place dirt on their foreheads.  In the early days of the church, it was 
even more dramatic. Pastors did not dip their thumbs into the ashes to draw the shape of a cross 
on your forehead. Instead, they poured or sprinkled ashes over your head.

Why ashes?

In “A Service for Worship for Ash Wednesday” in the United Methodist Book of Worship, two suggestions of what 
worship leaders may say as they make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead are offered: “Remember that you 
are dust, and to dust you shall return,” and “Repent, and believe the gospel.” Ashes were an ancient symbol of our 
humanity. In Genesis, we read that God formed human beings out of the dust of the earth (Genesis 2:7).  The 
Hebrew word translated dust, is occasionally translated ashes elsewhere.

Receiving the imposition of ashes is a powerful way to confront our humanity and mortality. They remind us that we 
are not God, but God’s good creation. In them we recognize that our bodies will not last forever, and come face-
to-face with the reality of our eventual death. But, it is not the end of the story!  Lent leads to Easter, the day we 
celebrate that though our bodies are temporary and our lives are flawed, a day of resurrection will come when we 
will live in the presence of God forever.

Here at First UMC we offer two Ash Wednesday services in the Chapel. The ashes used for the services come from the 
burned palms of last year’s Palm Sunday Service. Javier Espinosa quietly performs his own ritual of carefully burning 
the palms that were saved from the previous year. We invite you to this intimate and reflective service that marks the 
beginning of the Lenten season.

Ash Wednesday Services: Wednesday, March 6, 12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., in the Chapel

The First UMC Lenten Devotional:  Lent can be a deeply personal time for renewal and reflection.  In the 
early church, it was the time when new converts prepared for baptism by prayer, study and fasting.  This collection of 
writings is offered to you for your own Lenten meditations.  It is the work of our members, sharing their faith and their 
stories.  There is one devotional for each day of Lent, starting on Ash Wednesday, March 6.  Our “theme” this year is 
The Art of  the Possible (And with God, nothing is impossble!) you will find many of these writings slanted to this kind of 
thinking.  You may also find suggestions as to what you can do that day to love God and love Creation. 

Please join us in these readings and all our Lenten opportunities for worship, service, prayer and observance.   
You may pick up the devotional in the narthex, at the Hospitality Table, or you may sign up online for a daily 
Devotional email:  www.santamonicaumc.org/lentendevotionals2019. 
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