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HORIZONS

WORSHIP:

Church ministry broadly has three goals: to help people belong, believe, and become. While young people continue
to find value in the church, they increasingly find that they also need their own space in order to thrive in face of the
particular challenges of young adulthood and a changing understanding of the meaning of church. Methodists doing
new young adult ministry in California have returned to our historical roots to create these spaces, because, let’s face
it: John Wesley was a genius. Not only was he a visionary when it came to theology and thinking broadly about God,
Wesley was incredibly successful at creating community around the life of the spirit. Open Space is a model of young
adult ministry, shared across the Methodist connection, that seeks to utilize Wesley’s community framework to create spaces to invite young adults
into a process of spiritual discovery, growth, and belonging.

SUNDAYS IN MARCH
MARCH 3

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Holy Communion • The Transfiguration
Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

Monthly Gathering (Society Meeting) - The Monthly Gathering takes place in public space where young adults tend to gather.
The most invitational level of activity, the community gathers for non-judgemental conversations about faith and life, following
a liturgy with scriptural faith reflection, open conversation, communion, and acts of service as our benediction. This is openly
invitational, and accommodates both life-long Christians as well as those who are curious about, but ultimately skeptical of
Christianity.

reflections by Nathan Oney

MARCH 10

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
1st Sunday in Lent

Weekly Bible Study (Class Meeting) - Those from the Monthly Gathering are invited into deeper engagement with Christian
discipleship in a weekly Bible Study/Small Group. This group always opens with Wesley’s historic question, “How is it with your soul?” and ends
with sharing of prayers. The Bible is engaged with as much invitation as possible, usually approached with a group Lectio Divina process.

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

The goal of Open Space is to be deeply integrated with local church community. As we seek to create discipleship groups based on the
historic band meeting, we will find deeper levels of intergenerational relationships and discipleship, on which the Church thrives. In supportive
relationships, with movement towards one another despite our differences, young people can see the church as their community, and worship as
their home.

MARCH 17

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
2nd Sunday in Lent

Nathan Oney

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Pastoral Associate

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

MARCH 24

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

3rd Sunday in Lent
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Tricia Guerrero

MARCH 31

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Holy Communion (rescheduled from April 7)
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

March 2019

Ash Wednesday Services
On the Website
Visit the Lent webpage to view the listing
for special services of the season and the
Holy Week schedule. You may also read
the Lenten Devotional online (beginning
March 3) and sign up to receive the Daily
Devotional via email:
www.santamonicaumc.org/lent

Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent - a time of introspection and self-examination of our
lives and relationship with God. The ritual of the ashes represent a visual reminder of the day
as we pause to remember our physical limits in contrast to the infinity of God. Here at First
UMC, we offer two Ash Wednesday services in the Chapel. The ashes used for the services come from the burned palms of last year’s Palm Sunday
Service. We invite you to this intimate and reflective service that marks the beginning of the Lenten season.

Ash Wednesday: March 6 • 12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., Chapel
The First UMC Lenten Devotional, written by members of the congregation, will be available to pick up beginning Sunday, March 3 in the Narthex,
at the Sunday Hospitality Table, or in the church office. Sign up online to receive the daily devotional by email: www.santamonicaumc.org/lent.
The Lenten theme this year is The Art of the Possible (And with God, nothing is impossible!)

Excerpts from the 2019 Lenten Devotional
“In our Lenten journey, may we give thanks for the voice of peace
within us and the faith in that peace that brings us closer to God
and to one another.” – Mia Staraci

“When we come together despite our hate, our misgivings and our
differences, God’s love transforms the impossible. During this time of
Lent, may we welcome God’s love into our hearts and make room for
love to lead our way.” – Tricia Guerrero

MARCH Calendar
Sunday, March 3 - Holy Communion
11:30 a.m. Perspectives on Common Sense Gun Safety and Reform,
Fireside Room
Wednesday, March 6 - Ash Wednesday • First Day of Lent
12:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
Friday, March 8
7 p.m. Shareringers Monthly Dinner, Fireside Room
Saturday, March 9
10 a.m. DanceFit!, Room 300
4:30 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/Simkins Hall
Sunday, March 10 - Daylight Saving Time begins (clocks forward 1 hr)
First Sunday in Lent
11:15 a.m. Hollywood Haiti Team Report Back, SH
6 p.m. simple supper, Fireside Room
Wednesday, March 13
12:10 p.m. Mid-Week Recital / Reception, Sanctuary/Fireside Room
7 p.m. Lenten Yoga begins, Fireside Room
Saturday, March 16
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, March 17 - Second Sunday in Lent
11 a.m. St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
Wednesday, March 20
7 p.m. Lenten Yoga, Simkins Hall
Saturday, March 23
10 a.m. DanceFit!, Room 300
Sunday, March 24 - Third Sunday in Lent
11:15 a.m. Youth Service Project Meeting, Youth Lounge
11:30 a.m. Book Study/Potluck (final of the season), Fireside Room
Monday, March 25
7 a.m. - 10 p.m. Marie Calendar Fundraiser, Off-site
Wednesday, March 27
7 p.m. Lenten Yoga, Simkins Hall
Thursday, March 28
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal, Off-site
Saturday, March 30
3:30 p.m. Preschool 70th Birthday Party, Simkins Hall
Sunday, March 31 - Holy Communion (rescheduled from April 7)
Fourth Sunday in Lent
11:30 a.m. Reception for Carl Greenwood Paintings, Fireside Rm
SUNDAYS-AT-A-GLANCE
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9:30 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
10:10 a.m. Youth Connect, Room 203 (1st & 3rd Sundays)
11 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
6 p.m. UMYF Meeting, Youth Lounge

All are invited to attend this timely 3-part panel, organized by First
UMC church member Ken Rasmussen. The program is designed to
provide information and different perspectives. Grab your Coffee Hour
snacks beforehand and join the discussion in the Fireside Room. There
will be a time for questions. (Child care provided.)
Speakers include:
• Amy Phillips & Stacey Killinger (Moms
Demand Action) will give an overview of
their organization and speak about their
priorities on the state and national level.
• Karl Richter (Be Smart) will discuss a
program that teaches safe ownership and
storage of firearms to reduce teen and child
suicide and unintentional shootings.
• Suzanne Verge (President of LA Chapter
of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun
Violence) As long-time member of the
organization, Suzanne will discuss the gun
violence prevention movement, Brady’s legislative priorities, and
how her group operates.
Sunday, March 3, 11:30 a.m., in the Fireside Room

Haiti Service Trip Postponed

Due to scheduling conflicts, March walks are available by reservation
only, and the Good Friday, April 19 walk will be in lieu of the 3rd
Sunday walk. Interested in becoming a Labyrinth Host? Contact
Shalimar Carducci: s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org
Call the church office to make a reservation:
(310) 393-8258.
Labyrinth

open 3rd Sundays
3 p.m. - last walk at 4:30 p.m.
And by reservation
(310) 393-8258
1008 11th Street, Santa Monica

DanceFit!

Lenten Yoga Series

First UMC member Whitney Hagan leads DanceFit: “DanceFit is
inspired by Zumba, a high-energy interval workout set to upbeat music,
featuring choreographed dance tailored for fitness. You don’t need to
be a great dancer to feel welcome in DanceFit! The class is designed
for multiple levels, including beginners.” Wear comfortable clothes
and shoes, and bring a towel. Water will be available. No charge but
donations appreciated. Kids are welcome. Tell your friends!
Saturdays, March 9 & 23, 10 - 11 a.m. in Room 300

In this coming season of spiritual dedication, Open Space will be
inviting people of all ages to add the spiritual discipline of yoga to your
Lenten practice. Led by Kristia Oney, the series will incorporate gentle,
restorative, and energizing physical movement (with modifications for
all mobility and flexibility levels) along with guidance through scripture,
connecting body, mind, and spirit to help us settle into this season with
intention.
Begins Wednesday, March 13, 7 p.m. in the Fireside Room

March Messy Church

Time for Wearin’ of the Green

At Messy Church, we grow in our relationship
with God and with one another through
crafts, activities, music, and stories of God’s
love. Then, together we enjoy a shared meal.
Be ready to get messy! The theme for March
is “Jesus Found in the Temple.” We’ll hear
the story of Jesus as a young boy and how
he knew that he belonged in God’s house. As we explore the theme
of belonging, we’ll discover that we too belong in God’s house! Our
volunteer chef Ms. Sandra Jones will be preparing a yummy taco bar for
our dinner so come hungry. Sign up to receive monthly Messy Church
reminder emails and news: www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch.

Women of Action, a circle of United Methodist Women, in partnership
with Fellowship and Events and Children’s Ministry, invites everyone to
the 20th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon. The cost of $8.50 per
person includes lunch and a robust and rousing singalong led by Carol Reich, with the gaily Gaelic piano
stylings of Laura Farrand. Children are welcome and
will be provided seasonal crafting materials. Children
under 5 will be admitted for free. Don’t forget to wear
green!
Ticket sales on Sundays March 3, 10, 17, next to the Hospitality Table
Sunday, March 17, 11:15 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Saturday, March 9, 4:30 - 6 p.m. Chapel/Simkins Hall

Loving God with Our Minds
Book Study/Potluck

by Nathan Oney, Pastoral Associate

It is with great disappointment that we will be indefinitely postponing
the Haiti service trip. Based on advisories from the U.S. State
Department, news reports, and conversations with people on the
ground in Haiti, we have concluded that travel would be unsafe at
this time. Additionally, our ability to complete our mission of serving
the village of Sobier would be greatly diminished by current events; in
fact, our presence might even be more harmful than helpful. We are
committed to exploring other options as we continue to find ways to
support our brothers and sisters in Haiti.
At this time, we’d like everyone to continue to pray for the country and
people of Haiti, along with the missionaries who are there now as they
return to the States. The Haitian people need our help now more than
ever, and we want them to know that we have not abandoned them, but
are continuing our commitment to help them, even as the mode of that
help changes. Mission is not merely something we do; it is also who we
are as a Christian people. It is an attitude that we bring to the world as
an outpouring of the grace of God within us as the Body of Christ. We
pray that we all carry this stirring of the spirit into our daily lives, our
workplaces, our relationships. For questions contact Nathan Oney:
n.oney@santamonicaumc.org. www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti

Haiti Report Back with Hollywood UMC

March & April Labyrinth Schedule

@SANTAMONICAUMC

Perspectives on Common Sense Gun
Safety and Reform

As our commitment to Haiti continues, we are happy to be hosting the
team from Hollywood UMC who will be sharing stories from their recent
trip to Haiti. All are welcome to come hear about the work being done
and Haiti’s current situation. Lunch will be served. No charge.
Sunday, March 10, 11:15 a.m. in Simkins Hall

simple supper
simple supper is a simple church monthly potluck. Sharing a meal has
always been a holy act of hospitality and of fellowship, and there is no
reason to make it complicated; bring a dish to share, eat, and enjoy.
There is no need to RSVP, all are welcome, and we will celebrate with
those who are present.
Sunday, March 10, 6 p.m. in the Fireside Room

March Mid-Week Recital
March’s Mid-Week Recital features AlmaNova Duo, flute and guitar.
The award-winning ensemble, AlmaNova, is an innovative flute and
guitar duo presenting an eclectic program of chamber music. Flutist
Jessica Pierce and guitarist Almer Imamovic are both masters of their
instruments, elevating the flute and guitar ensemble to the highest level
of virtuosity and artistry. Their live performances are filled with energy
and passion creating a “…graceful,
intuitively choreographed display of
seamless connection.”
For the full list of 2019 Recitals, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/
mid-week-recital-series.
Wednesday, March 13, 12:10 p.m. in
the Sanctuary. Reception to follow in
the Fireside Room. Free admission.

Saved By Faith and Hospitality
Joshua W. Jipp
Salvation through hospitality? Maybe you will
be surprised by the approach of this professor of
New Testament who comes out of the context
of conservative evangelical theology. This is a
thought-provoking resource for our time and the
predominance of discussion of borders, strangers, immigrants, and
“others.” Professor Jipp blends a reading of themes in Scripture with
reflections on contemporary issues and proposals for the church and
faithful living. There’s enough here for most everyone to be inspired or
put off! Come for a lively and stimulating discussion, and bring a dish
to share. Book available on Amazon, at the Sunday Hospitality Table,
and in the church office.
Sunday, March 24, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Family Place Community Meal
Community Meal is a committed partnership between First UMC and
Upward Bound House’s Family Place–our local transitional housing
program for families with young children. Through the ministry of
feeding and the ministry of showing up, First UMC volunteers engage
in activities that create lasting impact and joy. If you would like to be a
part of this meaningful mission, please contact the church office (310)
393-8258, or email meal@santamonicaumc.org. You can help by
cooking or donating a meal, side, salad, or dessert or by volunteering to
lead a craft or other fun activity for the kids.
Thursday, March 28, 5:30 p.m. Family Place (1020 12th St. SM)

MARCH Calendar
Sunday, March 3 - Holy Communion
11:30 a.m. Perspectives on Common Sense Gun Safety and Reform,
Fireside Room
Wednesday, March 6 - Ash Wednesday • First Day of Lent
12:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
Friday, March 8
7 p.m. Shareringers Monthly Dinner, Fireside Room
Saturday, March 9
10 a.m. DanceFit!, Room 300
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6 p.m. simple supper, Fireside Room
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Monday, March 25
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Thursday, March 28
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal, Off-site
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All are invited to attend this timely 3-part panel, organized by First
UMC church member Ken Rasmussen. The program is designed to
provide information and different perspectives. Grab your Coffee Hour
snacks beforehand and join the discussion in the Fireside Room. There
will be a time for questions. (Child care provided.)
Speakers include:
• Amy Phillips & Stacey Killinger (Moms
Demand Action) will give an overview of
their organization and speak about their
priorities on the state and national level.
• Karl Richter (Be Smart) will discuss a
program that teaches safe ownership and
storage of firearms to reduce teen and child
suicide and unintentional shootings.
• Suzanne Verge (President of LA Chapter
of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun
Violence) As long-time member of the
organization, Suzanne will discuss the gun
violence prevention movement, Brady’s legislative priorities, and
how her group operates.
Sunday, March 3, 11:30 a.m., in the Fireside Room

Haiti Service Trip Postponed

Due to scheduling conflicts, March walks are available by reservation
only, and the Good Friday, April 19 walk will be in lieu of the 3rd
Sunday walk. Interested in becoming a Labyrinth Host? Contact
Shalimar Carducci: s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org
Call the church office to make a reservation:
(310) 393-8258.
Labyrinth

open 3rd Sundays
3 p.m. - last walk at 4:30 p.m.
And by reservation
(310) 393-8258
1008 11th Street, Santa Monica

DanceFit!

Lenten Yoga Series

First UMC member Whitney Hagan leads DanceFit: “DanceFit is
inspired by Zumba, a high-energy interval workout set to upbeat music,
featuring choreographed dance tailored for fitness. You don’t need to
be a great dancer to feel welcome in DanceFit! The class is designed
for multiple levels, including beginners.” Wear comfortable clothes
and shoes, and bring a towel. Water will be available. No charge but
donations appreciated. Kids are welcome. Tell your friends!
Saturdays, March 9 & 23, 10 - 11 a.m. in Room 300

In this coming season of spiritual dedication, Open Space will be
inviting people of all ages to add the spiritual discipline of yoga to your
Lenten practice. Led by Kristia Oney, the series will incorporate gentle,
restorative, and energizing physical movement (with modifications for
all mobility and flexibility levels) along with guidance through scripture,
connecting body, mind, and spirit to help us settle into this season with
intention.
Begins Wednesday, March 13, 7 p.m. in the Fireside Room

March Messy Church

Time for Wearin’ of the Green

At Messy Church, we grow in our relationship
with God and with one another through
crafts, activities, music, and stories of God’s
love. Then, together we enjoy a shared meal.
Be ready to get messy! The theme for March
is “Jesus Found in the Temple.” We’ll hear
the story of Jesus as a young boy and how
he knew that he belonged in God’s house. As we explore the theme
of belonging, we’ll discover that we too belong in God’s house! Our
volunteer chef Ms. Sandra Jones will be preparing a yummy taco bar for
our dinner so come hungry. Sign up to receive monthly Messy Church
reminder emails and news: www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch.

Women of Action, a circle of United Methodist Women, in partnership
with Fellowship and Events and Children’s Ministry, invites everyone to
the 20th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon. The cost of $8.50 per
person includes lunch and a robust and rousing singalong led by Carol Reich, with the gaily Gaelic piano
stylings of Laura Farrand. Children are welcome and
will be provided seasonal crafting materials. Children
under 5 will be admitted for free. Don’t forget to wear
green!
Ticket sales on Sundays March 3, 10, 17, next to the Hospitality Table
Sunday, March 17, 11:15 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Saturday, March 9, 4:30 - 6 p.m. Chapel/Simkins Hall

Loving God with Our Minds
Book Study/Potluck

by Nathan Oney, Pastoral Associate

It is with great disappointment that we will be indefinitely postponing
the Haiti service trip. Based on advisories from the U.S. State
Department, news reports, and conversations with people on the
ground in Haiti, we have concluded that travel would be unsafe at
this time. Additionally, our ability to complete our mission of serving
the village of Sobier would be greatly diminished by current events; in
fact, our presence might even be more harmful than helpful. We are
committed to exploring other options as we continue to find ways to
support our brothers and sisters in Haiti.
At this time, we’d like everyone to continue to pray for the country and
people of Haiti, along with the missionaries who are there now as they
return to the States. The Haitian people need our help now more than
ever, and we want them to know that we have not abandoned them, but
are continuing our commitment to help them, even as the mode of that
help changes. Mission is not merely something we do; it is also who we
are as a Christian people. It is an attitude that we bring to the world as
an outpouring of the grace of God within us as the Body of Christ. We
pray that we all carry this stirring of the spirit into our daily lives, our
workplaces, our relationships. For questions contact Nathan Oney:
n.oney@santamonicaumc.org. www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti

Haiti Report Back with Hollywood UMC

March & April Labyrinth Schedule
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Perspectives on Common Sense Gun
Safety and Reform

As our commitment to Haiti continues, we are happy to be hosting the
team from Hollywood UMC who will be sharing stories from their recent
trip to Haiti. All are welcome to come hear about the work being done
and Haiti’s current situation. Lunch will be served. No charge.
Sunday, March 10, 11:15 a.m. in Simkins Hall

simple supper
simple supper is a simple church monthly potluck. Sharing a meal has
always been a holy act of hospitality and of fellowship, and there is no
reason to make it complicated; bring a dish to share, eat, and enjoy.
There is no need to RSVP, all are welcome, and we will celebrate with
those who are present.
Sunday, March 10, 6 p.m. in the Fireside Room

March Mid-Week Recital
March’s Mid-Week Recital features AlmaNova Duo, flute and guitar.
The award-winning ensemble, AlmaNova, is an innovative flute and
guitar duo presenting an eclectic program of chamber music. Flutist
Jessica Pierce and guitarist Almer Imamovic are both masters of their
instruments, elevating the flute and guitar ensemble to the highest level
of virtuosity and artistry. Their live performances are filled with energy
and passion creating a “…graceful,
intuitively choreographed display of
seamless connection.”
For the full list of 2019 Recitals, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/
mid-week-recital-series.
Wednesday, March 13, 12:10 p.m. in
the Sanctuary. Reception to follow in
the Fireside Room. Free admission.

Saved By Faith and Hospitality
Joshua W. Jipp
Salvation through hospitality? Maybe you will
be surprised by the approach of this professor of
New Testament who comes out of the context
of conservative evangelical theology. This is a
thought-provoking resource for our time and the
predominance of discussion of borders, strangers, immigrants, and
“others.” Professor Jipp blends a reading of themes in Scripture with
reflections on contemporary issues and proposals for the church and
faithful living. There’s enough here for most everyone to be inspired or
put off! Come for a lively and stimulating discussion, and bring a dish
to share. Book available on Amazon, at the Sunday Hospitality Table,
and in the church office.
Sunday, March 24, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Family Place Community Meal
Community Meal is a committed partnership between First UMC and
Upward Bound House’s Family Place–our local transitional housing
program for families with young children. Through the ministry of
feeding and the ministry of showing up, First UMC volunteers engage
in activities that create lasting impact and joy. If you would like to be a
part of this meaningful mission, please contact the church office (310)
393-8258, or email meal@santamonicaumc.org. You can help by
cooking or donating a meal, side, salad, or dessert or by volunteering to
lead a craft or other fun activity for the kids.
Thursday, March 28, 5:30 p.m. Family Place (1020 12th St. SM)

Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Los Angeles
presents A Day at Marie Callender’s. Marie
Callendar’s will donate 20% of food and beverages
purchased, including whole pie purchases and
take-out, to Habitat for Humanity of Greater Los
Angeles. To participate in the fundraising event,
pick up a flyer at the Sunday Hospitality Table or in
the church office, and present to your server when
ordering.
Monday, March 25, 7 a.m. - 10 p.m. Marie Callendar’s
(11324 National Blvd. Off the 405 Fwy at National, west to Sawtelle)

Carl Greenwood Paintings in the
Fireside Room
First UMC is pleased to present
a selection of paintings by Carl
Greenwood in the Fireside Room.
Spanning over several decades, the
paintings include imagery of California
missions, modern abstractions, and a
depiction of the labyrinth floor design
painted in the early 2000’s. This
exhibit honors Carl’s love for art, and
will run through the Lenten season.
A reception with Carl’s widow,
First UMC member Carol Greenwood, will be held:
Sunday, March 31, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

FIRST UMC
Births
• Celeste Ruth Pettus, born to First UMC member Tara (Chang)
Pettus and husband Song on January 25. Grandparents are First
UMC members Clifton and Amy Chang.

Thank You to the Prayer Quilt Ministry
“Thank you so much for the quilt. It was with me in the hospital
and the prayers were felt and appreciated. It attracted the
attention of hospital staff and was a great opportunity to share
the story of this important ministry. I am keeping it close during
these days of recovery.”
– Rev. John Woodall (Senior Minister at Westwood UMC, former
Associate Minister at First UMC.)
Flower Orders during Lent - Sunday dedication
flowers will be displayed in the Narthex and in
Simkins Hall. Order at the Sunday Hospitality
Table or online: santamonicaumc.org/
flower-fund.

Parent’s Date Night & Kids Fun Night
While parents enjoy an evening out, children are provided a safe and
fun night of games, activities and crafts, pizza dinner, and a movie
with our trained childcare team. Pre-registration is required: To sign
up, register online no later than April 3, 6 p.m. For questions, please
contact Tricia Guerrero, Director of Children and Youth Ministry at:
t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org, or 310-393-8258 (ext. 104).
Friday, April 5, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m., in the First UMC Education Bldg.,
2nd Floor
$25/child + $10 for each additional sibling, 2 years through 5th grade
(if interested in childcare for 2 and under, please let us know.)

HAPPENINGS AT FIRST UMC

First UMC takes the care and safety of children seriously. We follow Safe
Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to the physical safety and
spiritual growth of all of our children, youth and adults.

LOOKING FORWARD:
HOLY WEEK
APRIL 14: PALM SUNDAY
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Waving of Palms and Loud Hosannas!
Worship is followed by Easter Egg Hunt and Family Brunch

Youth/Scout Sunday, with the Youth leading the service and preaching,
followed by the Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast, and Girl Scout Cookie Sales

APRIL 18: MAUNDY THURSDAY
7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Worship
Communion, Prayer, and Darkness

APRIL 19: GOOD FRIDAY
• Prayer Vigil 9 a.m. - 9 p.m., First UMC Chapel
Open all day to pray and “watch with Jesus.”
• Community Mid-Day Service 12 p.m., St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church (958 Lincoln Blvd) Service based on the Stations of the Cross.
• Good Friday Labyrinth Walk 1 – 9 p.m., Simkins Hall.
The Labyrinth will be open for walking, every step a prayer.
• Community Evening Service 7:30 p.m., St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church (958 Lincoln Blvd) Service based on the Passion of St. John.

APRIL 20: simple church EASTER VIGIL
7:30 p.m. Courtyard/Chapel

At the Upward Bound House Home Run for Kids 5k in
Brentwood: Tricia Guerrero and Nathan Oney led the
First UMC team, including the Confirmation Class, first
with Communion, and then the Walk/Run.

First UMC youth member John Buxton
places 5th overall!

Preschool
Corner

An ancient liturgy of Light, Word, and Communion

APRIL 21: EASTER SUNDAY
6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service
Palisades Park (Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)

Bring fresh flowers for the cross, and a lawn chair or blankets.
Hot coffee served.

10 a.m. Easter Celebration Worship
First UMC Sanctuary
Family Service, Choir, Brass, Organ, Lilies, and Alleluias!
(nursery care provided)

www.santamonicaumc.org/lent

The annual Snow Day in the First UMC
Preschool playground.

Parent’s Date Night & Kids Fun Night was a huge success!
Look for the next Fun Night on Friday, April 5.

Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Los Angeles
presents A Day at Marie Callender’s. Marie
Callendar’s will donate 20% of food and beverages
purchased, including whole pie purchases and
take-out, to Habitat for Humanity of Greater Los
Angeles. To participate in the fundraising event,
pick up a flyer at the Sunday Hospitality Table or in
the church office, and present to your server when
ordering.
Monday, March 25, 7 a.m. - 10 p.m. Marie Callendar’s
(11324 National Blvd. Off the 405 Fwy at National, west to Sawtelle)

Carl Greenwood Paintings in the
Fireside Room
First UMC is pleased to present
a selection of paintings by Carl
Greenwood in the Fireside Room.
Spanning over several decades, the
paintings include imagery of California
missions, modern abstractions, and a
depiction of the labyrinth floor design
painted in the early 2000’s. This
exhibit honors Carl’s love for art, and
will run through the Lenten season.
A reception with Carl’s widow,
First UMC member Carol Greenwood, will be held:
Sunday, March 31, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

FIRST UMC
Births
• Celeste Ruth Pettus, born to First UMC member Tara (Chang)
Pettus and husband Song on January 25. Grandparents are First
UMC members Clifton and Amy Chang.

Thank You to the Prayer Quilt Ministry
“Thank you so much for the quilt. It was with me in the hospital
and the prayers were felt and appreciated. It attracted the
attention of hospital staff and was a great opportunity to share
the story of this important ministry. I am keeping it close during
these days of recovery.”
– Rev. John Woodall (Senior Minister at Westwood UMC, former
Associate Minister at First UMC.)
Flower Orders during Lent - Sunday dedication
flowers will be displayed in the Narthex and in
Simkins Hall. Order at the Sunday Hospitality
Table or online: santamonicaumc.org/
flower-fund.

Parent’s Date Night & Kids Fun Night
While parents enjoy an evening out, children are provided a safe and
fun night of games, activities and crafts, pizza dinner, and a movie
with our trained childcare team. Pre-registration is required: To sign
up, register online no later than April 3, 6 p.m. For questions, please
contact Tricia Guerrero, Director of Children and Youth Ministry at:
t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org, or 310-393-8258 (ext. 104).
Friday, April 5, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m., in the First UMC Education Bldg.,
2nd Floor
$25/child + $10 for each additional sibling, 3 years through 5th
grade (if interested in childcare for 2 and under, please let us know.)

HAPPENINGS AT FIRST UMC

First UMC takes the care and safety of children seriously. We follow Safe
Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to the physical safety and
spiritual growth of all of our children, youth and adults.

LOOKING FORWARD:
HOLY WEEK
APRIL 14: PALM SUNDAY
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Waving of Palms and Loud Hosannas!
Worship is followed by Easter Egg Hunt and Family Brunch

Youth/Scout Sunday, with the Youth leading the service and preaching,
followed by the Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast, and Girl Scout Cookie Sales

APRIL 18: MAUNDY THURSDAY
7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Worship
Communion, Prayer, and Darkness

APRIL 19: GOOD FRIDAY
• Prayer Vigil 9 a.m. - 9 p.m., First UMC Chapel
Open all day to pray and “watch with Jesus.”
• Community Mid-Day Service 12 p.m., St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church (958 Lincoln Blvd) Service based on the Stations of the Cross.
• Good Friday Labyrinth Walk 1 – 9 p.m., Simkins Hall.
The Labyrinth will be open for walking, every step a prayer.
• Community Evening Service 7:30 p.m., St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church (958 Lincoln Blvd) Service based on the Passion of St. John.

APRIL 20: simple church EASTER VIGIL
7:30 p.m. Courtyard/Chapel

At the Upward Bound House Home Run for Kids 5k in
Brentwood: Tricia Guerrero and Nathan Oney led the
First UMC team, including the Confirmation Class, first
with Communion, and then the Walk/Run.

First UMC youth member John Buxton
places 5th overall!
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Palisades Park (Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)

Bring fresh flowers for the cross, and a lawn chair or blankets.
Hot coffee served.

10 a.m. Easter Celebration Worship
First UMC Sanctuary
Family Service, Choir, Brass, Organ, Lilies, and Alleluias!
(nursery care provided)

www.santamonicaumc.org/lent

The annual Snow Day in the First UMC
Preschool playground.

Parent’s Date Night & Kids Fun Night was a huge success!
Look for the next Fun Night on Friday, April 5.
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Church Office Hours: Tues - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Chapel Open for Prayer: Tues - Fri, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HORIZONS

WORSHIP:

Church ministry broadly has three goals: to help people belong, believe, and become. While young people continue
to find value in the church, they increasingly find that they also need their own space in order to thrive in face of the
particular challenges of young adulthood and a changing understanding of the meaning of church. Methodists doing
new young adult ministry in California have returned to our historical roots to create these spaces, because, let’s face
it: John Wesley was a genius. Not only was he a visionary when it came to theology and thinking broadly about God,
Wesley was incredibly successful at creating community around the life of the spirit. Open Space is a model of young
adult ministry, shared across the Methodist connection, that seeks to utilize Wesley’s community framework to create spaces to invite young adults
into a process of spiritual discovery, growth, and belonging.

SUNDAYS IN MARCH
MARCH 3

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Holy Communion • The Transfiguration
Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

Monthly Gathering (Society Meeting) - The Monthly Gathering takes place in public space where young adults tend to gather.
The most invitational level of activity, the community gathers for non-judgemental conversations about faith and life, following
a liturgy with scriptural faith reflection, open conversation, communion, and acts of service as our benediction. This is openly
invitational, and accommodates both life-long Christians as well as those who are curious about, but ultimately skeptical of
Christianity.

reflections by Nathan Oney

MARCH 10

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
1st Sunday in Lent

Weekly Bible Study (Class Meeting) - Those from the Monthly Gathering are invited into deeper engagement with Christian
discipleship in a weekly Bible Study/Small Group. This group always opens with Wesley’s historic question, “How is it with your soul?” and ends
with sharing of prayers. The Bible is engaged with as much invitation as possible, usually approached with a group Lectio Divina process.

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

The goal of Open Space is to be deeply integrated with local church community. As we seek to create discipleship groups based on the
historic band meeting, we will find deeper levels of intergenerational relationships and discipleship, on which the Church thrives. In supportive
relationships, with movement towards one another despite our differences, young people can see the church as their community, and worship as
their home.

MARCH 17

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
2nd Sunday in Lent

Nathan Oney

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

Pastoral Associate

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

MARCH 24

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

3rd Sunday in Lent
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Tricia Guerrero

MARCH 31

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Holy Communion (rescheduled from April 7)
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

March 2019

Ash Wednesday Services
On the Website
Visit the Lent webpage to view the listing
for special services of the season and the
Holy Week schedule. You may also read
the Lenten Devotional online (beginning
March 3) and sign up to receive the Daily
Devotional via email:
www.santamonicaumc.org/lent

Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent - a time of introspection and self-examination of our
lives and relationship with God. The ritual of the ashes represent a visual reminder of the day
as we pause to remember our physical limits in contrast to the infinity of God. Here at First
UMC, we offer two Ash Wednesday services in the Chapel. The ashes used for the services come from the burned palms of last year’s Palm Sunday
Service. We invite you to this intimate and reflective service that marks the beginning of the Lenten season.

Ash Wednesday: March 6 • 12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., Chapel
The First UMC Lenten Devotional, written by members of the congregation, will be available to pick up beginning Sunday, March 3 in the Narthex,
at the Sunday Hospitality Table, or in the church office. Sign up online to receive the daily devotional by email: www.santamonicaumc.org/lent.
The Lenten theme this year is The Art of the Possible (And with God, nothing is impossible!)

Excerpts from the 2019 Lenten Devotional
“In our Lenten journey, may we give thanks for the voice of peace
within us and the faith in that peace that brings us closer to God
and to one another.” – Mia Staraci

“When we come together despite our hate, our misgivings and our
differences, God’s love transforms the impossible. During this time of
Lent, may we welcome God’s love into our hearts and make room for
love to lead our way.” – Tricia Guerrero

