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Third Sunday in Lent  •  March 24, 2019

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.   Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.*  

“So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For 
three years I have come looking for fruit on this 
fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why 
should it be wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, 

let it alone for one more year, until I dig around 
it and put manure on it.’”

—Luke 13:7-8
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God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.
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WELCOME      Nathan Oney
 PRELUDE     O Man, Bewail Thy Grevious Sin (J. S. Bach)                    Ty Woodward, Organ

*CENTERING ON GOD   
  Please stand and turn toward the cross in the center aisle.

         #484 United Methodist Hymnal — Kyrie Eleison        
  Psalm 63:1-4        Dane Rold, Lay Lector
        #484 UMH — Kyrie Eleison 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN    #127 UMH — Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

When we are lost in the wilderness,
God’s mercy endures forever.
When we complain about our problems,
God’s mercy endures forever.
When we ignore abundant provisions,
God’s mercy endures forever.
When we sneak around in the dark,
God’s mercy endures forever.
When questions loom and faith falters,
God’s mercy endures forever.  
God, in this time of worship may we release our failures and rest in your love.

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education 
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the 
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway 
west of the Fireside Room.  

— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously. 
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to 
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth, 
and adults.

—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.
—Jim and Barbara Smith are away with family this weekend as they 
celebrate the life of Jim’s brother.
—Flowers at the Reredos: Dried floral arrangements at the reredos help 
to remind us of our Lenten Discipline during the season of Lent.
—Now is the time to donate toward the purchase of Easter Lilies for 
Easter Sunday morning worship in celebration of a loved one, an event, 
a joy, or a remembrance. Stop by the Sunday Hospitality Table or call, 
email or mail your dedication (please print clearly) along with $12 per 
plant to the church office. Deadline to order is April 9.
—Art in the Fireside Room: First UMC is pleased to present a selection 
of paintings by Carl Greenwood.  Exhibit will run through the Lenten 
Season.
—To request prayers, fill in a Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card and place 
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center 
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be 
on your mind!  We’re here to serve you.
—Next Sunday: Fourth Sunday in Lent; Holy Communion; Rev. Patricia 
Farris will preach. (April’s Holy Communion will be held next Sunday, 
March 31, due to the annual service of Lessons & Anthems on April 7.)

—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank.  In March, 
please bring canned fruits and vegetables. You may leave items in the 
bin located outside the Sanctuary.
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Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W E  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D

 W E  R E S P O N D

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
“Come holy spirit, heavenly dove, with light and comfort from above; be Thou our guardian, thou our 
guide, o’er ev’ry thought and step preside.”

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST   Tricia Guerrero
  Please greet those worshipping near you.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Tricia Guerrero
  #191 UMH - Jesus Loves Me

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to him belong; they 
are weak, but he is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus 
loves me! The Bible tells me so.

 As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.
   
  I Am a Child of God

I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to 
love one another, as Jesus taught to do.

As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Faith in Action project in Room 206, where 
they will make Thank You cards to hand out to service workers in the community.  

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE    Nathan Oney
  We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service. 
   Thanks be to God!

INVITATION TO PRAYER    UMH pages 30-31 — O Lamb of God

LISTENING FOR THE VOICE OF GOD    Tricia Guerrero

SILENT PRAYER  &  PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response: Lord, have mercy.

 W E  G O  F O R T H  T O  S E R V E

*HYMN  #121 UMH — There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy   
*BENEDICTION      Rev. Farris
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE  

POSTLUDE      Jerusalem, My Happy Home (arr. Dale Wood)   Ty Woodward

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

CHORAL RESPONSE 

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES     Nathan Oney                                                                 
Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks 
made out to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let's Connect 
card in the offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Thank you. May God grow 
in us generous and joyful hearts.  

THE OFFERTORY      The Chancel Choir/Ty Woodward, Guest Director
My Eternal King (Jane Marshall)
My God, I love Thee; not because I hope for heav’n thereby, or yet because who love Thee not must 
die eternally. Thou, O my Jesus, Thou didst me upon the cross embrace; for me didst bear the nails and 
spear, and manifold disgrace.  Why, then why, O blessed Jesus Christ, should I not love Thee well? Not 
for the hope of winning heav’n, or of escaping hell; not with the hope of gaining aught, not seeking a 
reward; but as Thyself hast loved me, O everloving Lord!  E’en so I love Thee, and will love, and in Thy 
praise will sing; solely because Thou are my God, and my eternal king. 
Poem (anonymous) from 17th Century Latin, translated by Rev. Edward Caswall

*RESPONSE  #95  UMH — The Doxology

*UNISON  PRAYER OF DEDICATION      Nathan Oney
O God, you who reveal your power above all in your mercy and forgiveness, 
open up for us the treasures of your mercy.  Continue to fill us with your gifts of 
love, that we may share in the eternal life you promise and in the joys of your 
kingdom.  Amen.

THE GOSPEL   Luke 13:1-9 (Pew Bible page 76, N.T.) Dane Rold
Listen and you will live.  Thanks be to God!

SERMON     "The Art of the Possible: A Reprieve"   Rev. Patricia Farris
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“So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For 
three years I have come looking for fruit on this 
fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why 
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES OPEN INVITATIONS F O C U S    O N PRESCHOOL NEWS
March 24, 2019   

Lectionary Scripture Discussion
A lectionary is a collection of readings or selections 
from the Scriptures, arranged and intended for 
proclamation during the worship of the people of 
God. The lectionary provides a guide to those who 
wish to read, study, and pray the Bible in tune with 
the church’s prayer and preaching.  Center your 
mind by joining the conversation!  The coffee is hot 
and the discussion is engaging. Come and go as you 
need – and prepare for worship with deeper insight 
and understanding.
Sundays: 9 – 9:45 a.m., in the Fireside Room

Men’s Breakfast
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is a weekly meeting 
where men of all ages and generations gather 
to ground themselves in the Holy Scripture. It is a 
place for community, prayer and fellowship through 
the sharing of God’s Holy word. Come by as your 
schedule permits! 
Meets Tuesdays, 7 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Westside Food Bank
Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the 
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found 
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the 
month of March we are collecting canned fruits and 
vegetables.

UMCOR
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
is the humanitarian relief and development arm of 
The United Methodist Church (UMC), a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization operated under the auspices 
of the General Board of Global Ministries. When 
UMCOR donors designate their contribution for a 
particular program or disaster response, UMCOR 
uses 100 percent of it on that program—none of 
it gets funneled back into fundraising or operating 
costs. To learn more, go to: www.umcor.org

For more information on these events, or to learn 
about our ministries and missions, go to 

www.santamonicaumc.org.

Holy Week 2019
APRIL 14:  PALM SUNDAY
  10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Waving of Palms and Loud Hosannas!
Worship is followed by Easter Egg Hunt and Family Brunch

APRIL 18:  MAUNDY THURSDAY
   7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Worship
Communion, Prayer, and Darkness

APRIL 19:  GOOD FRIDAY
     Prayer Vigil   9 a.m. -  9 p.m., First UMC Chapel
Open all day to pray and “watch with Jesus.”

    Community Mid-day Service  12 p.m., St. Paul’s Lutheran 
(958 Lincoln Blvd)  Service based on the Stations of the Cross.

    Good Friday Labyrinth Walk   1 – 9 p.m., Simkins Hall. 
The Labyrinth will be open for walking, every step a prayer.

    Community Evening Service   7:30 p.m., St. Paul’s Lutheran 
(958 Lincoln Blvd)  Service based on the Passion of St. John.

APRIL 20:  simple church EASTER VIGIL
   7:30 p.m. Courtyard/Chapel
An ancient liturgy of Light, Word, and Communion

APRIL 21:  EASTER SUNDAY
   6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service 
Palisades Park (Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)
Bring fresh flowers for the cross, and a lawn chair or blankets.  
Hot coffee served.

   10 a.m. Easter Celebration Worship
First UMC Sanctuary  
Family Service, Choir, Brass, Organ, Lilies, and Alleluias!
(nursery care provided)

Preschool 70th Anniversary Party
All are invited to celebrate First UMC Preschool’s 70th Anniversary!  Since 1948, thousands of 
children and their families have been and continue to be an integral part of the First UMC Preschool 
community. 

The theme is the 1940s, and dressing up is encouraged - there will be a swing dance lesson beginning at 
5:15 p.m!  Food includes pasta bar, garden salad, kid-friendly snacks and cake.

Tickets $10 per adult, $5 per child, available at the preschool front office starting Monday, March 25 or 
at the door.  

Saturday, March 30, 5 - 7p.m. in Simkins Hall

The Preschool teachers wrangled the kids into the number 70 
on the 70th day of school, to commemorate the anniversary.



FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
March Theme: Observing Lent with Your Family
Sunday School today: The Last Supper
United Methodist Youth Fellowship
6 - 8:30 p.m. UMYF and Shareringers Game 
Night, Simkins Hall

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday   10 a.m.         Sanctuary Worship
Sunday    5 p.m.    simple church 
simple church tonight - reflections by Tricia Guerrero

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY

Today - LA Marathon • Faith in Action
11:15 a.m. Youth Service Project Meeting, YL
11:30 a.m. General Conference Review with 
Rev. Farris, FR
Monday, March 25 - Habitat for Humanity 
Fundraiser (all day at Marie Callendar’s)
Wednesday, March 27
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Luncheon, WR
7 p.m. Lenten Yoga, SH
Thursday, March 28
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal, OS
Saturday, March 30
5 p.m. Preschool 70th Anniversary Celebration, SH
Sunday, March 31 - Holy Communion (*note date 
change from April 7)
11:30 a.m. Carl Greenwood Art in the Fireside 
Room Reception, FR

The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ 
centered environment where youth explore and 
grow in their faith. Activities are designed to 
nurture relationships and build a strong, loving 
community. This is a place of acceptance, 
outreach and spirituality.

Family Place Community Meal
Community Meal is a committed partnership 
between First UMC and Upward Bound House’s 
Family Place–our local transitional housing program 
for families with young children.  Through the 
ministry of feeding and the ministry of showing up, 
First UMC volunteers engage in activities that create 
lasting impact and joy.  If you would like to be a 
part of this meaningful mission, please contact the 
church office (310) 393-8258, or email meal@
santamonicaumc.org. You can help by cooking or 
donating a meal, side, salad, or dessert or by 
volunteering to lead a craft or other fun activity for 
the kids.  
Thursday, March 28, 5:30 p.m. Family Place  
(1020 12th St. SM)

March & April Labyrinth Schedule
Due to scheduling conflicts, March walks are 
available by reservation only, and the Good 
Friday, April 19 walk (1 p.m. - last walk starting at 
8:30 p.m.) will be in lieu of the 3rd Sunday walk.  
Interested in becoming a Labyrinth Host?  Contact 
Shalimar Carducci: s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org.  
Call the church office to make a reservation: 
(310) 393-8258.

Carl Greenwood Paintings in the Fireside Room
First UMC is pleased to present a selection of 
paintings by Carl Greenwood in the Fireside Room. 
Spanning over several decades, the paintings 
include imagery of California missions, modern 
abstractions, and a depiction of the labyrinth floor 
design painted in the early 2000’s.  This exhibit 
honors Carl’s love for art, and will run through the 
Lenten season. 
A reception with Carol Greenwood will be held: 
Next Sunday, March 31, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside 
Room

Parents Date Night & Kids Fun Night
February’s Fun night was such a success we’re doing 
it again!  While parents enjoy an evening out, 
children are provided a safe and fun evening of 
games, activities and crafts, pizza dinner, and a 
movie with our trained childcare team.
Friday, April 5, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m., Second Fl. Ed. Bldg. 
Cost: $25 per child, $10 for each additional sibling, 
2 yrs - 5th grade. Register now, spaces are limited: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/date-night-2019

Habitat for Humanity Young Adult Build
The Habitat for Humanity/Culver City Build is 
showing great progress, and now roofs are on all 
of the houses!  The next build date for First UMC is 
coming up soon, this time for the young adults. You 
must be at least 18 years old.  If you’re interested 
in participating, contact Nathan Oney: n.oney@
santamonicaumc.org, there are still a couple of spots 
available. 
Build date: Saturday, April 6, 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
4000 block of  Globe Avenue in Culver City

DanceFit!
First UMC member Whitney Hagan leads DanceFit:  
“DanceFit is inspired by Zumba, a high-energy 
interval workout set to upbeat music, featuring 
choreographed dance tailored for fitness. You 
don’t need to be a great dancer to feel welcome in 
DanceFit!  The class is designed for multiple levels, 
including beginners.”  Wear comfortable clothes and 
shoes, and bring a towel.  Water will be available.  
No charge but donations appreciated.  Kids are 
welcome.  Tell your friends!  
Saturday, April 6, 10 - 11 a.m. in Room 300

General Conference Review - Today
Given the actions of the recent General Conference, 
the March Book Study will be rescheduled for April’s 
Book Study date, April 28.  Today after worship, 
Rev. Farris will discuss the Conference and take 
questions.  Grab a snack at Coffee Hour then head 
over to the Fireside Room.
Today, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Los Angeles presents 
A Day at Marie Callender’s.  Marie Callendar’s will 
donate 20% of food and beverages purchased, 
including whole pie purchases and take-out, to Habitat 
for Humanity of Greater Los Angeles.  To participate 
in the fundraising event, pick up a flyer at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table or in the church office, and present to 
your server when ordering.
Monday, March 25, 7 a.m. - 10 p.m. Marie Callendar’s  
(11324 National Blvd. Off  the 405 Fwy at National, 
west to Sawtelle)

Lenten Yoga Series
Open Space Santa Monica invites you to join us as 
we journey through this season of Lent. This Lenten 
Yoga Series, led by Kristia Oney (E-RYT 200, RYT 
500, YACEP), will incorporate gentle, restorative, and 
energizing physical movement (with modifications for 
all mobility and flexibility levels) along with guidance 
through scripture, connecting body, mind, and spirit to 
help us settle into this season of engaging suffering 
and celebrating resurrection with intention. All ages 
and all levels welcome. Donations accepted.
Wednesdays, March 27 - April 10, 7 p.m., in Simkins Hall. 

Stay Informed  
Keep up-to-date with General Conference news 
and church events by email.  If you don’t already 

receive the church Friday email or monthly Sentinel 
email, leave your email address on the attendance 

pad in the pew or go to the Sunday Hospitality 
table during Coffee Hour.  All information is strictly 

confidential and is for 
First UMC communication purposes only.



FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
March Theme: Observing Lent with Your Family
Sunday School today: The Last Supper
United Methodist Youth Fellowship
6 - 8:30 p.m. UMYF and Shareringers Game 
Night, Simkins Hall

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday   10 a.m.         Sanctuary Worship
Sunday    5 p.m.    simple church 
simple church tonight - reflections by Tricia Guerrero

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY

Today - LA Marathon • Faith in Action
11:15 a.m. Youth Service Project Meeting, YL
11:30 a.m. General Conference Review with 
Rev. Farris, FR
Monday, March 25 - Habitat for Humanity 
Fundraiser (all day at Marie Callendar’s)
Wednesday, March 27
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Luncheon, WR
7 p.m. Lenten Yoga, SH
Thursday, March 28
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal, OS
Saturday, March 30
5 p.m. Preschool 70th Anniversary Celebration, SH
Sunday, March 31 - Holy Communion (*note date 
change from April 7)
11:30 a.m. Carl Greenwood Art in the Fireside 
Room Reception, FR

The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ 
centered environment where youth explore and 
grow in their faith. Activities are designed to 
nurture relationships and build a strong, loving 
community. This is a place of acceptance, 
outreach and spirituality.

Family Place Community Meal
Community Meal is a committed partnership 
between First UMC and Upward Bound House’s 
Family Place–our local transitional housing program 
for families with young children.  Through the 
ministry of feeding and the ministry of showing up, 
First UMC volunteers engage in activities that create 
lasting impact and joy.  If you would like to be a 
part of this meaningful mission, please contact the 
church office (310) 393-8258, or email meal@
santamonicaumc.org. You can help by cooking or 
donating a meal, side, salad, or dessert or by 
volunteering to lead a craft or other fun activity for 
the kids.  
Thursday, March 28, 5:30 p.m. Family Place  
(1020 12th St. SM)

March & April Labyrinth Schedule
Due to scheduling conflicts, March walks are 
available by reservation only, and the Good 
Friday, April 19 walk (1 p.m. - last walk starting at 
8:30 p.m.) will be in lieu of the 3rd Sunday walk.  
Interested in becoming a Labyrinth Host?  Contact 
Shalimar Carducci: s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org.  
Call the church office to make a reservation: 
(310) 393-8258.

Carl Greenwood Paintings in the Fireside Room
First UMC is pleased to present a selection of 
paintings by Carl Greenwood in the Fireside Room. 
Spanning over several decades, the paintings 
include imagery of California missions, modern 
abstractions, and a depiction of the labyrinth floor 
design painted in the early 2000’s.  This exhibit 
honors Carl’s love for art, and will run through the 
Lenten season. 
A reception with Carol Greenwood will be held: 
Next Sunday, March 31, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside 
Room

Parents Date Night & Kids Fun Night
February’s Fun night was such a success we’re doing 
it again!  While parents enjoy an evening out, 
children are provided a safe and fun evening of 
games, activities and crafts, pizza dinner, and a 
movie with our trained childcare team.
Friday, April 5, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m., Second Fl. Ed. Bldg. 
Cost: $25 per child, $10 for each additional sibling, 
2 yrs - 5th grade. Register now, spaces are limited: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/date-night-2019

Habitat for Humanity Young Adult Build
The Habitat for Humanity/Culver City Build is 
showing great progress, and now roofs are on all 
of the houses!  The next build date for First UMC is 
coming up soon, this time for the young adults. You 
must be at least 18 years old.  If you’re interested 
in participating, contact Nathan Oney: n.oney@
santamonicaumc.org, there are still a couple of spots 
available. 
Build date: Saturday, April 6, 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
4000 block of  Globe Avenue in Culver City

DanceFit!
First UMC member Whitney Hagan leads DanceFit:  
“DanceFit is inspired by Zumba, a high-energy 
interval workout set to upbeat music, featuring 
choreographed dance tailored for fitness. You 
don’t need to be a great dancer to feel welcome in 
DanceFit!  The class is designed for multiple levels, 
including beginners.”  Wear comfortable clothes and 
shoes, and bring a towel.  Water will be available.  
No charge but donations appreciated.  Kids are 
welcome.  Tell your friends!  
Saturday, April 6, 10 - 11 a.m. in Room 300

General Conference Review - Today
Given the actions of the recent General Conference, 
the March Book Study will be rescheduled for April’s 
Book Study date, April 28.  Today after worship, 
Rev. Farris will discuss the Conference and take 
questions.  Grab a snack at Coffee Hour then head 
over to the Fireside Room.
Today, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Los Angeles presents 
A Day at Marie Callender’s.  Marie Callendar’s will 
donate 20% of food and beverages purchased, 
including whole pie purchases and take-out, to Habitat 
for Humanity of Greater Los Angeles.  To participate 
in the fundraising event, pick up a flyer at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table or in the church office, and present to 
your server when ordering.
Monday, March 25, 7 a.m. - 10 p.m. Marie Callendar’s  
(11324 National Blvd. Off  the 405 Fwy at National, 
west to Sawtelle)

Lenten Yoga Series
Open Space Santa Monica invites you to join us as 
we journey through this season of Lent. This Lenten 
Yoga Series, led by Kristia Oney (E-RYT 200, RYT 
500, YACEP), will incorporate gentle, restorative, and 
energizing physical movement (with modifications for 
all mobility and flexibility levels) along with guidance 
through scripture, connecting body, mind, and spirit to 
help us settle into this season of engaging suffering 
and celebrating resurrection with intention. All ages 
and all levels welcome. Donations accepted.
Wednesdays, March 27 - April 10, 7 p.m., in Simkins Hall. 

Stay Informed  
Keep up-to-date with General Conference news 
and church events by email.  If you don’t already 

receive the church Friday email or monthly Sentinel 
email, leave your email address on the attendance 

pad in the pew or go to the Sunday Hospitality 
table during Coffee Hour.  All information is strictly 

confidential and is for 
First UMC communication purposes only.
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES OPEN INVITATIONS F O C U S    O N PRESCHOOL NEWS
March 24, 2019   

Lectionary Scripture Discussion
A lectionary is a collection of readings or selections 
from the Scriptures, arranged and intended for 
proclamation during the worship of the people of 
God. The lectionary provides a guide to those who 
wish to read, study, and pray the Bible in tune with 
the church’s prayer and preaching.  Center your 
mind by joining the conversation!  The coffee is hot 
and the discussion is engaging. Come and go as you 
need – and prepare for worship with deeper insight 
and understanding.
Sundays: 9 – 9:45 a.m., in the Fireside Room

Men’s Breakfast
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is a weekly meeting 
where men of all ages and generations gather 
to ground themselves in the Holy Scripture. It is a 
place for community, prayer and fellowship through 
the sharing of God’s Holy word. Come by as your 
schedule permits! 
Meets Tuesdays, 7 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Westside Food Bank
Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the 
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found 
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the 
month of March we are collecting canned fruits and 
vegetables.

UMCOR
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
is the humanitarian relief and development arm of 
The United Methodist Church (UMC), a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization operated under the auspices 
of the General Board of Global Ministries. When 
UMCOR donors designate their contribution for a 
particular program or disaster response, UMCOR 
uses 100 percent of it on that program—none of 
it gets funneled back into fundraising or operating 
costs. To learn more, go to: www.umcor.org

For more information on these events, or to learn 
about our ministries and missions, go to 

www.santamonicaumc.org.

Holy Week 2019
APRIL 14:  PALM SUNDAY
  10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Waving of Palms and Loud Hosannas!
Worship is followed by Easter Egg Hunt and Family Brunch

APRIL 18:  MAUNDY THURSDAY
   7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Worship
Communion, Prayer, and Darkness

APRIL 19:  GOOD FRIDAY
     Prayer Vigil   9 a.m. -  9 p.m., First UMC Chapel
Open all day to pray and “watch with Jesus.”

    Community Mid-day Service  12 p.m., St. Paul’s Lutheran 
(958 Lincoln Blvd)  Service based on the Stations of the Cross.

    Good Friday Labyrinth Walk   1 – 9 p.m., Simkins Hall. 
The Labyrinth will be open for walking, every step a prayer.

    Community Evening Service   7:30 p.m., St. Paul’s Lutheran 
(958 Lincoln Blvd)  Service based on the Passion of St. John.

APRIL 20:  simple church EASTER VIGIL
   7:30 p.m. Courtyard/Chapel
An ancient liturgy of Light, Word, and Communion

APRIL 21:  EASTER SUNDAY
   6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service 
Palisades Park (Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)
Bring fresh flowers for the cross, and a lawn chair or blankets.  
Hot coffee served.

   10 a.m. Easter Celebration Worship
First UMC Sanctuary  
Family Service, Choir, Brass, Organ, Lilies, and Alleluias!
(nursery care provided)

Preschool 70th Anniversary Party
All are invited to celebrate First UMC Preschool’s 70th Anniversary!  Since 1948, thousands of 
children and their families have been and continue to be an integral part of the First UMC Preschool 
community. 

The theme is the 1940s, and dressing up is encouraged - there will be a swing dance lesson beginning at 
5:15 p.m!  Food includes pasta bar, garden salad, kid-friendly snacks and cake.

Tickets $10 per adult, $5 per child, available at the preschool front office starting Monday, March 25 or 
at the door.  

Saturday, March 30, 5 - 7p.m. in Simkins Hall

The Preschool teachers wrangled the kids into the number 70 
on the 70th day of school, to commemorate the anniversary.
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