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Luke 24:1-12  
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two 
men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, 
“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in 
Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” Then they remembered his words, and 
returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 
women with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the 
tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 

 
Over the years, we’ve developed a marvelous tradition on Easter Sunday which involves you helping me preach the Easter 
message.  I say:  “Christ is Risen!”  and you all respond:  “HE IS RISEN INDEED!”  (REPEAT) 
 
What a day to worship and give thanks to God.  We do it with flowers and music and alleluias.  We bring all of who we 
are to this time and place to give God thanks and praise.  All of who we are.  We bring our hopes and our dreams, our 
sorrows and disappointments.  We bring our happy feelings and our sad feelings.  We bring our convictions and our 
questions.  We bring our deepest longings, and our weary souls, and our wildest thoughts.  Because, you know, if God can 
make this day happen, then just maybe everything IS possible. 
 
 “Christ is Risen!”  “HE IS RISEN INDEED!”   
 
Through the forty days of Lent leading up to this glorious day, we’ve lived into this year’s theme which you see on the cover 
of our Order of Worship:  “The Art of the Possible:  And with God, nothing is impossible!” 
 
The first part of that theme comes from Otto von Bismarck, the first Chancellor of the German Empire, 1871-1890, master 
of realpolitik and balance of power diplomacy. “Politics is the art of the possible,” he once said, “the attainable — the art 
of the next best.”  It’s about making the most of a given situation and deciding how much of your goal you might be able to 
achieve.  The art of the possible--given the constraints of the actual playing field on any given day. 
 
Fortunately, we Christians know that our God plays by different rules with different aims in mind.  Otherwise, the sealed-up 
tomb might have been the end of the story.  Actually, there wouldn’t be a Christian story at all, were it not for the fact that 
the stone was rolled away and the tomb was empty; were it not for the fact that our crucified Lord and Savior is raised 
from the dead, ushering in the Reign of Joy which fills our lives in every moment and points to life everlasting in the love 
and peace of God. 
 
Christ is Risen!  HE IS RISEN INDEED! 
 
Our God never settles for “what is possible” or “the next best.”  God reimagines “the possible” to open new windows to 
ever new hopes and dreams and vision, opening windows into whole new sets of possibilities. Our God is--now and 
always--making all things new.  With our God, nothing is impossible. 
 
The Gospel stories from Luke’s Gospel that we’ve heard all through Lent make this abundantly clear.  They show God in 
Christ Jesus doing what we might otherwise be tempted to call “impossible:” Jesus defying both the Devil in the wilderness 
and King Herod who wants to kill him. The gardener anticipating new growth in a fig tree that hadn’t produced any fruit in 
three years.  That beautiful story of reconciliation celebrating a father who never loses faith in his wayward, ‘prodigal’ son.  
And the most astonishing of all:  God defying death in all its power by raising Jesus from the dead. 
 
All these stories clearly showing us that with God, nothing is impossible. 
 
But, boy, it’s still really hard to believe that in our heart of hearts, sometimes, isn’t it? 
 
We see it in today’s Gospel story.  At dawn on that day, the women who had been with him every step of the way go to 
that tomb with spices they’d prepared for the embalming of his dead body.  But the stone had been rolled away and the 
body was not there.  They were understandably terrified.  Two men in dazzling robes, angels?, appeared, to reassure 
them.  “It’s just as he told you it would be….why do you look for the living among the dead?”  But they could not at first 
possibly re-imagine the power of God’s love to make the impossible possible. 
 
But then, his words came back to them, everything he had told them about how it would be and what God would do.  They 
went back and told the other disciples who did not believe them.  They couldn’t get there yet, either, to the impossible 
made possible through the love of God.  Only Peter.  Peter got up, ran back to the tomb to see for himself, and went 
home, amazed at what had happened.  It was all true. 
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Christ is Risen!  HE IS RISEN INDEED! 
 
The other disciples still needed more time. You know, Jesus had tried to tell them earlier about what was going to happen, 
but it had been too much for them to take in.  The thought of his crucifixion and death was too horrible.  The idea of his 
resurrection too impossible.  They struggled with their own doubts and fears.  Maybe they worried that others would think 
them crazy. Maybe they just couldn’t imagine life without him there.  Maybe they were overwhelmed at the dawning 
realization of the power and confidence he was now entrusting to them… 
 
We are so like them, aren’t we, the ones who need to remember over and over again, about the truth and power of 
Christ’s resurrection until its truth profoundly shapes how we live each day?  Just like those first disciples, we are always 
growing, always reaching out, always going deeper—and always finding that God’s love is already there.    
 
Sometimes things happen that seem to set back even the church itself.  The intentional burning of three Black churches in 
Louisiana over the last weeks.  Small brick churches in small rural communities that had been home to their congregation 
and communities, set afire by a racist arsonist now charged with hate crimes. Churches that had been home for baptism, 
marriages, Bible Study, community outreach, funerals for some 150 years. 
 
And this week, in the heart of Paris, the beloved medieval gothic cathedral of Notre Dame, 850 years old, burned in a fire 
most likely caused by faulty electrical wiring.  The burning spire toppling over and falling into the main sanctuary.  Most of 
the roof burned. The full extent of the damage to the stone structure and stained-glass window is still being assessed. 
 
Thousands of people crowded the walks and bridges around, heartbroken, as the fire raged.  But thousands came back the 
next morning, to keep vigil over their beloved cathedral.  To stand guard, to pray and to sing. 
 
For now, the bells are silent, the organ silent…but…the people keep on singing.  In Louisiana, in Paris, determined to 
witness to God’s resurrection hope.  And donations are pouring in to rebuild the churches in Louisiana and in Paris.  The 
resolve and determination of the people is palpable, their faith in God’s resurrecting power and never-wavering love.  
Churches will be re-built and new churches built.  And God will raise up a people of deeper faith, courage and 
unquenchable hope. 
 
It is for love that God gave Christ Jesus to the world.  It is for love that God raised Jesus to life everlasting beyond the 
grave.  All for love.  And so, you see, Easter is not just a day to look back and marvel at what God has done in Christ 
Jesus.  Easter is a day of new beginnings for us, each and all, for the church and for the world.  It’s a day for us to 
embrace what God is doing even now in our lives, opening ourselves to new possibilities.  Opening our hearts to hope 
restored.  Opening our minds to new thoughts, new options, new frameworks for seeing and understanding the world 
around us and our place in it.  Opening our imagination to all that can be.  The love of God in our lives is offering new life 
to each and all of us even this day.  It is healing, generative, graceful and hope-filled. 
 
And so, if we aren’t where we’d like to be this morning in our hearts, in our lives, in our relationships, in our world…may we 
feel new stirrings of life and love and hope.   
 
For our God is always ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.  The same 
God who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will be with us when we feel overwhelmed by the challenges we face, the 
burdens we bear, or fears about the future that sometimes rob us of our hope. 
 
We are part of God’s great trajectory of resurrection, arcing through time and space to embrace us all.  For each and 
every one of us--Christ is Risen!  HE IS RISEN INDEED! 
 
The 15th century writer and teacher Thomas à Kempis wrote these beautiful words which you’ll find on this year’s Easter 
card, a gift to each of you from the church to carry with you:  “Love flies, runs, leaps for joy; it is free and unrestrained.  
Love gives all for all, resting in One who is highest above all things…Love knows no limits, but ardently transcends all 
bounds.  Love feels no burden, takes no account of toil, attempts things beyond its strength; love sees nothing as 
impossible…Love, therefore, does great things.”  
 
On this Easter morning, we stand on the brink of all kinds of great things which will come in these coming days, weeks, 
months, years.  Great things for our lives, for the church, for our nation and for this world.  “Love sees nothing as 
impossible…Love, therefore, does great things.”  
 
Unto God, highest above all things, to God be all glory and wisdom, all power and might!   
 
Christ is Risen!  HE IS RISEN INDEED! 
 


