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Church Office Hours: Tues - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Chapel Open for Prayer: Tues - Fri, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HORIZONS

WORSHIP: SUNDAYS IN JUNE/JULY

Our summer season here at First UMC will kick off
June 9th, Pentecost Sunday. That’s the day the
church was born. Peoples of all languages and races
and backgrounds and cultures and perspectives
and opinions—all people were gathered together.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, they were amazed
to discover that they could all clearly understand one another. They could all
recognize the presence of the living God in one another.

JUNE 2

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Ascension • Holy Communion
Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

JUNE 9

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Pentecost Sunday
Youth Service Project Commissioning
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

JUNE 16

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Lay Speakers Sunday • Father’s Day
Homily by Ron Theile

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

JULY 7

Holy Communion
Homily by Tricia Guerrero

reflections by Nathan Oney

JULY 14

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

On the Website

JULY 21

Once a month, the youth and children of First
UMC put their Faith in Action by working
together during Sunday School to perform a
gracious act of service. To read more and see
pictures of past projects, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/faith-in-action

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

Scholarship Sunday

JULY 28

JUNE 30

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Sermon by Nathan Oney

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

Senior Minister

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

reflections by Nathan Oney

In such a time as this, may Summer bring moments for the fresh, life-giving winds
of the Holy Spirit to refresh our hearts and minds, renewing our hope, and our
trust in the awesome power of God.

5 p.m. simple church

reflections by Nathan Oney

5 p.m. simple church

In times such as ours that seem so rancorous and conflict-filled, when people talk
or shout past one another far more than listening, understanding, and respecting
one another….

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

JUNE 23

Sermon by Rev. Larry Young

June/July 2019

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

Scenes from past
Summerfests at
First UMC, with Jim
Dodd (above) and
Ada Sarley (left)

Youth Service Project Fundraiser
The Youth Ministry at First United Methodist Church is a community of youth and
adult volunteers who gather weekly to explore and grow in faith together. Led by
Tricia Guerrero, the UMYF nurtures relationships with God, with other youth, and with
our adult counselors and mentors. We believe that being a disciple of Jesus Christ is
a lifelong process of growth and development that must be journeyed with others in
community.
Service is vital to the Christian life. We believe that it is our call from God through Jesus
Christ to be in mission and relationship with those in this world who are in need. We
believe that there is need both locally and beyond. During the summer we have longer
mission trips where youth experience extended service work in different areas of the
country.
This year the youth will travel to Smith River, CA, to work on home repairs for people
with limited financial resources. The team invites all to their Fundraiser Picnic. The
event will include food, games, a silent auction, and pies!
Cost: $12/person, $7/child, $35/family.
For more info and to prepay for event tickets, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/ysp.

Sunday, June 9, 11 a.m., Simkins Hall & Courtyard

The 2018 YSP Team, holding up their Prayer Squares
made by the Prayer Quilt Ministry.

JUNE/JULY Calendar
JUNE
Sunday, June 2 - Holy Communion
11 a.m. Summerfest, Courtyard/Simkins Hall
Tuesday, June 4
9 a.m. Preschool Spring Concert, Sanctuary
7 p.m. Open Space Monthly Gathering, Off-site
Saturday, June 8
10 a.m. DanceFit! Room 300
4:30 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/Simkins Hall
Sunday, June 9 - Pentecost • Youth Service Project Commissioning
11 a.m. YSP Picnic Fundraiser, Simkins Hall / Courtyard
6 p.m. simple supper, Fireside Room
Wednesday, June 12 - Cal-Pac Conference begins
Friday, June 14
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Dinner, Fireside Room
Saturday, June 15
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
1 p.m. UMW Latin Fever Dance Lesson Fundraiser, Simkins Hall
Sunday, June 16 - Lay Speaker Sunday • Father’s Day
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
3 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
Saturday, June 22 - Youth Service Project team departs
10 a.m. DanceFit!, Room 300
Sunday, June 23 - Scholarship Sunday
11:15 a.m. Children, Youth, and Family Collaborative, Fireside Room
4 p.m. Guest Choir Concert with Jim Vail, Sanctuary
Thursday, June 27
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal, Off-site
Sunday, June 30
11:30 a.m. GSMDM 20th Anniversary Visit, Fireside Room
JULY
Tuesday, July 2
7 p.m. Open Space Monthly Gathering, Off-site
Thursday, July 4 - Friday, July 5 - In observance of Independence Day,
church office closed
Sunday, July 7 - Holy Communion
Saturday, July 13
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Dinner, Off-site
Saturday, July 20
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, July 21
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
No Labyrinth Walk in July/August
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Wednesday, June 5
7 p.m. Methodist Foundation Meeting, CR-A
Wednesday, July 10
4 p.m. Board of Trustees Meeting, Off-site
SUNDAYS-AT-A-GLANCE - Summer Schedule
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101
9:30 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
11 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel

Preschool Spring Concert
All are welcome to the Preschool Spring Concert, to see and hear the
adorable preschoolers sing songs they’ve been learning thoughout
the year.
Tuesday, June 4, Group 1 - 9 a.m., Group 2 - 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Summerfest
Every year First UMC welcomes the beginning of summer with the AllChurch Summerfest, presented by the Fellowship & Events Committee.
There will be fun for the whole family, with Men’s Breakfast members as
grillmasters, a cakewalk, bounce house and more. No charge. Come
celebrate with the community!
June 2, following 10 a.m.
Sanctuary Worship Service

June Messy Church - Pets and Peace
The theme for June is “Pets and Peace.” We’ll celebrate the gift of
animals in our world and especially those we call our pets. We’ll learn
how God wants us to care for our world by taking care of it. We invite
you to bring a picture of your pet or your favorite animal to share in
Celebration time!
At Messy Church, we grow in our
relationship with God and with one
another through crafts, activities, music,
and stories of God’s love. Then, together
we enjoy a shared meal. Be ready to get
messy! Sign up to receive monthly Messy
Church reminder emails and news:
www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch.
Saturday, June 8, 4:30 - 6 p.m. Chapel/Simkins Hall

California-Pacific
Conference

Scholarship Sunday
As the school year draws to a close, the young scholars of First
UMC are excited about their next educational step. Make sure to
attend the 10 a.m. worship service to honor and recognize those
being awarded with a Methodist Foundation Scholarship.
Sunday, June 23, during 10 a.m. Worship service

Where Are You Now?
Are you a former member of the First UMC Youth Group? Let us
know what you’ve been up to!
Former Youth member Melissa Etehad (seen below in a 2006 YSP
Trip to New Orleans), is now a writer for the Los Angeles Times,
and enjoys writing about national and international issues. She
received her Master’s in journalism from Columbia University and
a bachelor’s in international affairs from UC San Diego and has
reported from the Middle East and Europe. She previously worked
at Al Jazeera English and the Washington Post’s foreign desk, where
she covered the intersections of politics, religion and gender.

The 35th Annual Session of the
California-Pacific Conference
will take place at University of
Redlands from June 13 thru 15.
Pre-conference events begin on June 12.
More information: www.calpacumc.org/ac2019

Open Space Monthly Gathering
Open Space is an inclusive faith experience for young adults
(20s & 30s-ish). We meet in the community and in homes for brave
conversations about faith and life. Join us for Pride Month-ly Gathering,
a time for friends, food, and open and honest reflection on the
intersections between faith and the world. We
will provide a round of pizza or appetizers, you
provide the conversation. Follow us on Instagram
and Facebook: @OpenSpaceSantaMonica
Contact Nathan Oney for more details: n.oney@
santamonicaumc.org.
Tuesday, June 4, 7 p.m. Off-site

Oceanaires Spring Show
The Santa Monica Oceanaires, under the direction of Laura Pallas
Singer, are a men’s A Cappella Chorus who have been entertaining
Southern California audiences for more than twenty-five years with
their unique style and barbershop harmony. First UMC member Jack
Fry is a part of the group, and invites all to this year’s annual Spring
Show, called Oceanaires 11. Featuring Chapter Quartets and Special
guests “Gotta Sing.” Ticket price $15. Info: www.oceanaires.org, or
www.brownpapertickets.com/tickets/event/4191757.
Saturday, June 8, 2 p.m. Veterans Auditorium, 4117 Overland Ave.,
Culver City, CA 90230

UMW presents: Latin Fever
Dance Lesson Fundraiser
Learn a few dance moves and support the missions of the United
Methodist Women. Michael Kuka from the Ballroom Dance Academy
will teach a Latin inspired dance class. No experience necessary, and
no partners needed. Wear comfortable shoes. Light refreshments will
be served. $10 entrance fee.
Saturday, June 15, 1 - 3:30 p.m. in Simkins Hall

Children, Youth, and Family Collaborative
Presentation
For many years our congregation have been proud supporters of the
Children, Youth, and Family Collaborative, a nonprofit organization
serving over 2,500 foster youth and youth on probation at 50 sites in
Southern California. As we continue this relationship, the Missions
Council invites you to join us for a presentation by Rev. Larry Young and
some of the young adults that have benefited from the excellent work of
CYFC. Food will be served. No charge.
Sunday, June 23, 11:15 a.m. in the Fireside Room
Sunday Flower Orders: Available dates for
flowers in the Reredos or Narthex at press time:
June 2/9/16/23/30 & July 7/14/21/28.
Order at the Sunday Hospitality Table or online:
santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.

Melissa Etehad (front) with the 2006 YSP Team in New Orleans,
and now (right)

Send info to Tina Gage (t.gage@santamonicaumc.org) or call the
church office: 310.393.8258.

LOOKING FORWARD
BIG & small Animal Art Group Exhibit
Returns in the Fall!
The 3rd Annual Animal Art Show is in the
works. Our theme this year is Take Flight.
Exhibit opens Saturday, October 5 –
immediately after the annual Blessing
of the Animals in the Courtyard, and will
run for a month.
Attention Artists: Show us your version
of God’s flying creatures, big and small.
Fill out an artist submission form online
to participate. Go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/
firesideroomart. Feel free to share with
your artist friends. Questions may be
sent to Shalimar Carducci s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org.
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Preschool Corner

FIRST UMC

GUEST CHOIR CONCERT
SUNDAY, JUNE 23, 4 p.m.

Congratulations, Graduates!
• Amy Bisson is graduating from Pace University in NYC with a
Master’s in Art in American History.
• Madelyn Bisson is graduating from Santa Monica High
School and will be attending Cal Poly San Luis Obispo majoring
in animal sciences.
• Nick Charchut is graduating from MIT this June with an
Engineering Degree in Computer Science. He will return in the
Fall for his Master’s Degree in the same field.
• Matthew Edwards is graduating with a PhD in Mechanical
and Aerospace Engineering from Princeton University, and
will be working as a Fellow at Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory.
• Patricia Hedges is graduating with a Doctor of Ministry
degree from Fuller Theological Seminary.
• Jack Kelley is graduating from Santa Monica High School and
will be attending Cal Poly San Luis Obispo majoring in business.
• Connor Kenefick is graduating from Brentwood High School
will be attending Colgate University in Hamilton, New York.
• Quinlan Plukas is graduating from Santa Monica High School
and will be attending University of the Pacific majoring in civil
engineering.
• Tristan Warren is graduating from Santa Monica High School
and will be attending Santa Monica College majoring in film.
• Cassy Williams is graduating from St. Monica’s Catholic High
School and will be attending Santa Monica College.

Guest Choir:

THE LAUDAMUS TE SINGERS
Welcome Dee Menzies!
Batsheva Spector, Director of our First UMC Preschool, has requested
a personal leave of absence through the summer. We are very pleased
to announce that Dee Menzies is the Interim Preschool Director during
this time. She and her family are long time church members serving on
many boards, moving the mission and ministries of the church forward
with tireless energy. Dee retired in 2016 after 33 years as Head of
School at Carlthorp during which she instilled opportunities of growth
and values in every tenet of the school. We look forward to a wonderful
summer together.

Teacher Appreciation Week

Thank You!
“I would like to say a huge Thank You to the church and staff
and especially the Health Ministry for taking on Relay for Life at
the UCLA campus at Drake Stadium this year. I could not have
done this without Debi Jenkinson Wong leading the charge.
Thank you so much my friend and co-captain of the Wesley
Walkers. The Relay
means so much to me,
and I could not do this
without the support of
my loving church family
for all these years.
Love in Christ,”
Chris Reagh
Relay for Life at UCLA’s Drake Staduim.
Picture by Chris Reagh.

Franz Schubert

Mass in A Flat

For Choir, Soloists & Orchestra

Francis Poulenc

Concerto in G minor

For Organ, Strings & Tympani

Ty Woodward, organ
James E. Smith, conductor
A freewill offering will be taken.

2019 Lay Leadership Team
The new Lay Leadership Team was created at our 2018 Charge
Conference to bring a new shared leadership approach to the
responsibilities of Lay Leader in the life of our church.

Congratulations
• to Brian Eskridge for being named Coach of the Year at
Santa Monica College, while winning the league championship
this year in Men’s Swimming. He has also been hired as the
Head Aquatics Director at SMC.
• to David and Anna Rogers, for celebrating their 40th
Wedding Anniversary on June 9.

James H. Vail, conductor

We express heartfelt thanks and gratitude to out-going Lay Leader
Michael Lamb, and Associate Lay Leader Shannon Sturges.

Preschool parents and children showed their love and appreciation for
the teachers all week. Parent Mary Park painted watercolor portraits
of the teachers and staff (a few samples above), and the parents and
children wrote love post-it notes for the entrance wall.

The new Team meets regularly with our pastoral leadership to reflect on
the life of our congregation, identify needs, and envision new directions.
The Team will share the traditional administrative roles of liaison to
the Finance Committee and Staff-Parish Relations Committee as
well as Chairing the Church Council. They will also share the role
of representing the laity of the congregation in worship– baptisms,
reception of new members, commissioning of mission teams, etc.
Support these wonderful folks with your love and prayers. And seek
them out to offer your feedback, reflections, hopes and dreams.
Together we will “Be the Hope!”

The 2019 Lay Leadership Team: Sherry Erlandson, Todd Erlandson,
Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, and Mike Olsson

Vacation Bible School - Sign Up Now!
First UMC invites children of all ages on a space travel adventure to
explore where God’s power can take them! Along the journey, Voyagers
discover a new realm of possibilities as they reach for the stars and
encounter the limitless love of God. This adventure includes exciting
music, amazing science, creative
crafts, fun recreation, a mission
project and memorable Bible
stories to help children know God
is with them to Mars and beyond!
What: VBS to Mars and Beyond!
Who: Ages 5/TK to 5th Grade
When: Monday-Friday,
August 5 – 9, 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Child Care: 12:30 – 4:30 p.m. for
an additional cost
VBS Cost: $30/child ($80 max. per family)
For questions regarding VBS contact Tricia Guerrero: Call (310) 3938258 ext. 104, email: t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org. For more info
and to register: www.santamonicaumc.org/vbs

Messy Church Celebrates Third
Anniversary
On Saturday, May 11, Messy Church
celebrated its 3rd Anniversary!
Thank you to all who made
a special gift in honor of this
anniversary. For the past three
years Messy Church has been an
all age worship experience that
explores God’s love in an accessible
way. At Messy Church, today’s busy
families of all shapes and sizes are
invited into a welcoming space to
experience faith.
Messy Church meets on the second Saturday of the month from
4:30 - 6 p.m. Everyone is welcome as they are. Whether you are single
or partnered, young or old, tidy or messy, have questions or doubts,
are filled with joy or struggling with life you will be welcomed in Messy
Church.
• Messy Church is Fun
All ages gather to engage in activities, crafts and games that bring the
month’s biblical story to life.
• Messy Church is Faith
Following the activities and crafts, all ages join in short celebration with
an interactive bible story, music and prayer.
• Messy Church is Food
Each Messy Church concludes with a meal. Sitting at the table with old
and new friends, sharing stories of our real and messy lives!
Won’t you join us? Contact Tricia Guerrero for more information:
t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org, or call 310.393.8258 x 104.
www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch
Messy Church will not meet in July but will reconvene in August with a Beach
Meet-Up. Look for details coming soon.

First UMC Member News
First UMC members Todd and Sherry Erlandson traveled to Cao
Bang Province in North Vietnam last month with Dr. Vien Doan,
founder of the Good Samaritan Medical and Dental Ministry.
Dr. Doan, who left Vietnam as a child in 1975, has been traveling
back annually for the past 20 years with over 100 doctors and
support staff to provide much-needed medical and dental care to
underserved populations.

Todd and Sherry’s architecture office, March Studio, has worked in various
capacities with the GSMDM organization to get medical projects started
in Vietnam over the past 15 years. They are excited that this one seems to
be moving forward unhindered. On their recent trip the team presented
the project to the local government, where it was approved unanimously,
and land was provided for the construction. The project is planned to be
started in September of 2019 for completion by the following year.

The Good Samaritans are planning the construction of a state of
the art Family Health Center, which will be staffed by Westerntrained, Vietnamese doctors, with the goal of providing local
primary care services and reducing stress on regional hospitals.
Their surreptitious agenda is to spread God’s love to the most
remote areas of the country through their service and witness. The
construction of the clinic will allow Vietnamese Christians, including
general contractors, sub-contractors and laborers, to relocate to
Cao Bang Province for work and mission opportunities. The design
of the Family Health Center hopes to express those same messages
of faith, hope, and love.

GSMDM 20th Anniversary Visit in the
Fireside Room

Happenings

Join Dr. Vien Doan after worship in the Fireside Room as he gives a video
presentation and discusses the history and latest news of the Good
Samaritan Medical and Dental Ministry.
The 2019 Youth Group at their End-of-Year Banquet (left), and with Youth Counselors Jack McHugh, Emily Payne,
Dan Stirling, Adam Guerrero, Tricia Guerrero, and Maddie Ing. To watch the video of the year recap with the youth,
go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/ysp.

Sunday, June 30, 11:30 a.m. in the
Fireside Room

Spring Concert Highlights
GSMDI Family Care Center by March Studio

Dr. Vien Doan, following the approval
of the project by the local government

Farewell, from the May Family
The GSMDI Family Clinic team: Dr. Vien
Doan, Pastor Joe Hobbs, Sherry and Todd
Erlandson, Glenn Rowdan

Sherry Erlandson on building site,
Cao Bang Vietnam

Pennies for Haiti Update: Thank You!
In Early May, our guide “Caz” Cardiny purchased 15 goats at the
local goat market in Haiti using the funds raised during our Pennies
for Haiti fundraiser. The goats were transported by motorcycle, boat,
and by foot to the village of Sobier and were distributed to the most
needy families in the community, as determined jointly by our team
host Jakob, Caz and the lay pastor of the local church, Osnel. By
the pictures sent by Caz, it
appears the goats are happy,
healthy and secure with their
new owners. Blessings and
thanks to all who contributed
to their purchase.
- Nathan Oney, Pastoral
Associate

“As an active duty military family, we are well too familiar with saying
goodbye, so instead we say, “Can’t wait to see you again.” The May
family has been so blessed to have found a home at First United Methodist
Church of Santa Monica. Over the past year our hearts and minds have
been filled with love, compassion, sympathy, joy and learning. Matthew
has absolutely flourished from being involved in Sunday School, Parents
Night Out and other fun festivities of the Children’s and Youth Ministry,
and for that we are forever grateful. We will greatly miss the incredible
music ministry, powerful organ and choral music every Sunday morning.
At the end of June, the Army is sending our family to Washington D.C. as
Brad will embark on a new position at
the Pentagon, Erin will continue her
Marathon training, and Matthew will
start Kindergarten on the 1st of August.
The Lord says, “I will guide you along
the best pathway for your life. I will
advise you and watch over you.”
(Psalm 32:8)
In His Name,

Brad, Erin and Matthew May

On Sunday, May 19, First UMC’s Music Department held its annual Spring Concert,
presenting Misa Tango by Luis Bacalov, featuring Mariano Dugatkin, bandoneón, and
Requiem by John Rutter. Featuring a 60-voice choir, with Barbara Smith,
Vera Lugo, William Martinez, Ryan Brown, soloists, and the Los Angeles Concert
Orchestra. Dr. James E. Smith conducted.

Preschool Corner

FIRST UMC

GUEST CHOIR CONCERT
SUNDAY, JUNE 23, 4 p.m.

Congratulations, Graduates!
• Amy Bisson is graduating from Pace University in NYC with a
Master’s in Art in American History.
• Madelyn Bisson is graduating from Santa Monica High
School and will be attending Cal Poly San Luis Obispo majoring
in animal sciences.
• Nick Charchut is graduating from MIT this June with an
Engineering Degree in Computer Science. He will return in the
Fall for his Master’s Degree in the same field.
• Matthew Edwards is graduating with a PhD in Mechanical
and Aerospace Engineering from Princeton University, and
will be working as a Fellow at Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory.
• Patricia Hedges is graduating with a Doctor of Ministry
degree from Fuller Theological Seminary.
• Jack Kelley is graduating from Santa Monica High School and
will be attending Cal Poly San Luis Obispo majoring in business.
• Connor Kenefick is graduating from Brentwood High School
will be attending Colgate University in Hamilton, New York.
• Quinlan Plukas is graduating from Santa Monica High School
and will be attending University of the Pacific majoring in civil
engineering.
• Tristan Warren is graduating from Santa Monica High School
and will be attending Santa Monica College majoring in film.
• Cassy Williams is graduating from St. Monica’s Catholic High
School and will be attending Santa Monica College.

Guest Choir:

THE LAUDAMUS TE SINGERS
Welcome Dee Menzies!
Batsheva Spector, Director of our First UMC Preschool, has requested
a personal leave of absence through the summer. We are very pleased
to announce that Dee Menzies is the Interim Preschool Director during
this time. She and her family are long time church members serving on
many boards, moving the mission and ministries of the church forward
with tireless energy. Dee retired in 2016 after 33 years as Head of
School at Carlthorp during which she instilled opportunities of growth
and values in every tenet of the school. We look forward to a wonderful
summer together.

Teacher Appreciation Week

Thank You!
“I would like to say a huge Thank You to the church and staff
and especially the Health Ministry for taking on Relay for Life at
the UCLA campus at Drake Stadium this year. I could not have
done this without Debi Jenkinson Wong leading the charge.
Thank you so much my friend and co-captain of the Wesley
Walkers. The Relay
means so much to me,
and I could not do this
without the support of
my loving church family
for all these years.
Love in Christ,”
Chris Reagh
Relay for Life at UCLA’s Drake Staduim.
Picture by Chris Reagh.

Franz Schubert

Mass in A Flat

For Choir, Soloists & Orchestra

Francis Poulenc

Concerto in G minor

For Organ, Strings & Tympani

Ty Woodward, organ
James E. Smith, conductor
A freewill offering will be taken.

2019 Lay Leadership Team
The new Lay Leadership Team was created at our 2018 Charge
Conference to bring a new shared leadership approach to the
responsibilities of Lay Leader in the life of our church.

Congratulations
• to Brian Eskridge for being named Coach of the Year at
Santa Monica College, while winning the league championship
this year in Men’s Swimming. He has also been hired as the
Head Aquatics Director at SMC.
• to David and Anna Rogers, for celebrating their 40th
Wedding Anniversary on June 9.

James H. Vail, conductor

We express heartfelt thanks and gratitude to out-going Lay Leader
Michael Lamb, and Associate Lay Leader Shannon Sturges.

Preschool parents and children showed their love and appreciation for
the teachers all week. Parent Mary Park painted watercolor portraits
of the teachers and staff (a few samples above), and the parents and
children wrote love post-it notes for the entrance wall.

The new Team meets regularly with our pastoral leadership to reflect on
the life of our congregation, identify needs, and envision new directions.
The Team will share the traditional administrative roles of liaison to
the Finance Committee and Staff-Parish Relations Committee as
well as Chairing the Church Council. They will also share the role
of representing the laity of the congregation in worship– baptisms,
reception of new members, commissioning of mission teams, etc.
Support these wonderful folks with your love and prayers. And seek
them out to offer your feedback, reflections, hopes and dreams.
Together we will “Be the Hope!”

The 2019 Lay Leadership Team: Sherry Erlandson, Todd Erlandson,
Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, and Mike Olsson

Vacation Bible School - Sign Up Now!
First UMC invites children of all ages on a space travel adventure to
explore where God’s power can take them! Along the journey, Voyagers
discover a new realm of possibilities as they reach for the stars and
encounter the limitless love of God. This adventure includes exciting
music, amazing science, creative
crafts, fun recreation, a mission
project and memorable Bible
stories to help children know God
is with them to Mars and beyond!
What: VBS to Mars and Beyond!
Who: Ages 5/TK to 5th Grade
When: Monday-Friday,
August 5 – 9, 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Child Care: 12:30 – 4:30 p.m. for
an additional cost
VBS Cost: $30/child ($80 max. per family)
For questions regarding VBS contact Tricia Guerrero: Call (310) 3938258 ext. 104, email: t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org. For more info
and to register: www.santamonicaumc.org/vbs

Messy Church Celebrates Third
Anniversary
On Saturday, May 11, Messy Church
celebrated its 3rd Anniversary!
Thank you to all who made
a special gift in honor of this
anniversary. For the past three
years Messy Church has been an
all age worship experience that
explores God’s love in an accessible
way. At Messy Church, today’s busy
families of all shapes and sizes are
invited into a welcoming space to
experience faith.
Messy Church meets on the second Saturday of the month from
4:30 - 6 p.m. Everyone is welcome as they are. Whether you are single
or partnered, young or old, tidy or messy, have questions or doubts,
are filled with joy or struggling with life you will be welcomed in Messy
Church.
• Messy Church is Fun
All ages gather to engage in activities, crafts and games that bring the
month’s biblical story to life.
• Messy Church is Faith
Following the activities and crafts, all ages join in short celebration with
an interactive bible story, music and prayer.
• Messy Church is Food
Each Messy Church concludes with a meal. Sitting at the table with old
and new friends, sharing stories of our real and messy lives!
Won’t you join us? Contact Tricia Guerrero for more information:
t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org, or call 310.393.8258 x 104.
www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch
Messy Church will not meet in July but will reconvene in August with a Beach
Meet-Up. Look for details coming soon.

First UMC Member News
First UMC members Todd and Sherry Erlandson traveled to Cao
Bang Province in North Vietnam last month with Dr. Vien Doan,
founder of the Good Samaritan Medical and Dental Ministry.
Dr. Doan, who left Vietnam as a child in 1975, has been traveling
back annually for the past 20 years with over 100 doctors and
support staff to provide much-needed medical and dental care to
underserved populations.

Todd and Sherry’s architecture office, March Studio, has worked in various
capacities with the GSMDM organization to get medical projects started
in Vietnam over the past 15 years. They are excited that this one seems to
be moving forward unhindered. On their recent trip the team presented
the project to the local government, where it was approved unanimously,
and land was provided for the construction. The project is planned to be
started in September of 2019 for completion by the following year.

The Good Samaritans are planning the construction of a state of
the art Family Health Center, which will be staffed by Westerntrained, Vietnamese doctors, with the goal of providing local
primary care services and reducing stress on regional hospitals.
Their surreptitious agenda is to spread God’s love to the most
remote areas of the country through their service and witness. The
construction of the clinic will allow Vietnamese Christians, including
general contractors, sub-contractors and laborers, to relocate to
Cao Bang Province for work and mission opportunities. The design
of the Family Health Center hopes to express those same messages
of faith, hope, and love.

GSMDM 20th Anniversary Visit in the
Fireside Room

Happenings

Join Dr. Vien Doan after worship in the Fireside Room as he gives a video
presentation and discusses the history and latest news of the Good
Samaritan Medical and Dental Ministry.
The 2019 Youth Group at their End-of-Year Banquet (left), and with Youth Counselors Jack McHugh, Emily Payne,
Dan Stirling, Adam Guerrero, Tricia Guerrero, and Maddie Ing. To watch the video of the year recap with the youth,
go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/ysp.

Sunday, June 30, 11:30 a.m. in the
Fireside Room

Spring Concert Highlights
GSMDI Family Care Center by March Studio

Dr. Vien Doan, following the approval
of the project by the local government

Farewell, from the May Family
The GSMDI Family Clinic team: Dr. Vien
Doan, Pastor Joe Hobbs, Sherry and Todd
Erlandson, Glenn Rowdan

Sherry Erlandson on building site,
Cao Bang Vietnam

Pennies for Haiti Update: Thank You!
In Early May, our guide “Caz” Cardiny purchased 15 goats at the
local goat market in Haiti using the funds raised during our Pennies
for Haiti fundraiser. The goats were transported by motorcycle, boat,
and by foot to the village of Sobier and were distributed to the most
needy families in the community, as determined jointly by our team
host Jakob, Caz and the lay pastor of the local church, Osnel. By
the pictures sent by Caz, it
appears the goats are happy,
healthy and secure with their
new owners. Blessings and
thanks to all who contributed
to their purchase.
- Nathan Oney, Pastoral
Associate

“As an active duty military family, we are well too familiar with saying
goodbye, so instead we say, “Can’t wait to see you again.” The May
family has been so blessed to have found a home at First United Methodist
Church of Santa Monica. Over the past year our hearts and minds have
been filled with love, compassion, sympathy, joy and learning. Matthew
has absolutely flourished from being involved in Sunday School, Parents
Night Out and other fun festivities of the Children’s and Youth Ministry,
and for that we are forever grateful. We will greatly miss the incredible
music ministry, powerful organ and choral music every Sunday morning.
At the end of June, the Army is sending our family to Washington D.C. as
Brad will embark on a new position at
the Pentagon, Erin will continue her
Marathon training, and Matthew will
start Kindergarten on the 1st of August.
The Lord says, “I will guide you along
the best pathway for your life. I will
advise you and watch over you.”
(Psalm 32:8)
In His Name,

Brad, Erin and Matthew May

On Sunday, May 19, First UMC’s Music Department held its annual Spring Concert,
presenting Misa Tango by Luis Bacalov, featuring Mariano Dugatkin, bandoneón, and
Requiem by John Rutter. Featuring a 60-voice choir, with Barbara Smith,
Vera Lugo, William Martinez, Ryan Brown, soloists, and the Los Angeles Concert
Orchestra. Dr. James E. Smith conducted.
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Church Office Hours: Tues - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Chapel Open for Prayer: Tues - Fri, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

HORIZONS

WORSHIP: SUNDAYS IN JUNE/JULY

Our summer season here at First UMC will kick off
June 9th, Pentecost Sunday. That’s the day the
church was born. Peoples of all languages and races
and backgrounds and cultures and perspectives
and opinions—all people were gathered together.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, they were amazed
to discover that they could all clearly understand one another. They could all
recognize the presence of the living God in one another.

JUNE 2

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Ascension • Holy Communion
Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

JUNE 9

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Pentecost Sunday
Youth Service Project Commissioning
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

JUNE 16

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Lay Speakers Sunday • Father’s Day
Homily by Ron Theile

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

JULY 7

Holy Communion
Homily by Tricia Guerrero

reflections by Nathan Oney

JULY 14

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

On the Website

JULY 21

Once a month, the youth and children of First
UMC put their Faith in Action by working
together during Sunday School to perform a
gracious act of service. To read more and see
pictures of past projects, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/faith-in-action

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church

Scholarship Sunday

JULY 28

JUNE 30

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

Sermon by Nathan Oney

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

Senior Minister

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

reflections by Nathan Oney

In such a time as this, may Summer bring moments for the fresh, life-giving winds
of the Holy Spirit to refresh our hearts and minds, renewing our hope, and our
trust in the awesome power of God.

5 p.m. simple church

reflections by Nathan Oney

5 p.m. simple church

In times such as ours that seem so rancorous and conflict-filled, when people talk
or shout past one another far more than listening, understanding, and respecting
one another….

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship

JUNE 23

Sermon by Rev. Larry Young

June/July 2019

10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

Scenes from past
Summerfests at
First UMC, with Jim
Dodd (above) and
Ada Sarley (left)

Youth Service Project Fundraiser
The Youth Ministry at First United Methodist Church is a community of youth and
adult volunteers who gather weekly to explore and grow in faith together. Led by
Tricia Guerrero, the UMYF nurtures relationships with God, with other youth, and with
our adult counselors and mentors. We believe that being a disciple of Jesus Christ is
a lifelong process of growth and development that must be journeyed with others in
community.
Service is vital to the Christian life. We believe that it is our call from God through Jesus
Christ to be in mission and relationship with those in this world who are in need. We
believe that there is need both locally and beyond. During the summer we have longer
mission trips where youth experience extended service work in different areas of the
country.
This year the youth will travel to Smith River, CA, to work on home repairs for people
with limited financial resources. The team invites all to their Fundraiser Picnic. The
event will include food, games, a silent auction, and pies!
Cost: $12/person, $7/child, $35/family.
For more info and to prepay for event tickets, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/ysp.

Sunday, June 9, 11 a.m., Simkins Hall & Courtyard

The 2018 YSP Team, holding up their Prayer Squares
made by the Prayer Quilt Ministry.

