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“Peace Again”  

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris 

 
 

 

John 14:23-29 
Jesus answered him, “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and 
make our home with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, 
but is from the Father who sent me. 
 
”I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 
 
You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, 
because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe. 
 
We continue to move through this joyful season of Eastertide, as it is called in the church.  50 days, from the Resurrection of 
Christ on Easter to the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  
 
Some may recall that the season began a few weeks ago with the story of Jesus from John’s Gospel.  On the evening of 
that first Easter, the disciples gathered in a house and locked the doors from fear, locking themselves into a tomb of their 
own. Their Risen Lord stands among them, saying:  “Peace be with you.” They rejoice to see him and he says again:  “Peace 
be with you.”   
 
The Risen Lord is there among them, saying exactly what they need to hear—“Peace be with you.”  And their hearts and 
their minds begin to remember all that he had said to them.  Their Risen Savior stands among them offering peace, evoking 
great joy, and appointing them as witnesses to the world.   
 
This morning we fast forward to some of the last words he will speak to them from what is called his “Farewell Discourse,” 
his farewell speech to his disciples on the last night he is with them all. 
 
The disciples were, no doubt, as anxious and afraid that night as they were on that first Easter night. Disoriented, already 
grieving.  Jesus knows.  He loves them dearly. He is their Good Shepherd.  And so, in the midst of it all, to comfort them, to 
heal them, to assure them, he gives them again this incredible gift:  peace.  “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” 
 
How many times I have proclaimed these words at a funeral or memorial service!  Looking into the eyes of grieving family 
and friends, I remind them of his words to us, his gift:  “Peace I leave with you.  My peace I give to you.” 
 
Scholars point out that the Greek word used here which we translate as “give” actually means something closer to 
“bequeath.”  Jesus bequeaths his peace to his followers.  He bestows peace upon them, grants peace to them, commits 
peace to them, entrusts peace to them.  Peace is the legacy he leaves with those who love him.  It is his will and testament. 
 
His peace.  The peace that comes from God.  The peace that passes all understanding.   He blesses them with peace, a 
peace that imparts unto them all the benefits of resurrection life even as they face into their deepest fears.  Peace. 
 
But why did he say: “not as the world gives…”?  Jesus wanted to clearly distinguish between God’s peace and what 
passed for peace in the world as they knew it.  In the midst of the Roman Empire, peace meant merely the absence of war.  
It was the “Pax Romana,” imposed and enforced by the sword.  It was oppressive and coercive. It kept things quiet, which 
meant keeping the Jewish people and other conquered people in their place.  It was the so-called “peace” that would in 
fact crucify him to keep order.  To silence him, and in their thinking, to end this troublesome uprising. 
 
That’s not at all what I mean, Jesus was trying to say.  My peace is not as the world gives.  The peace I bequeath to you is 
God’s peace, shalom.  Shalom was familiar to Jesus and to his first disciples, a word found throughout the Hebrew 
Scriptures.  
 
Shalom cannot be defined narrowly as the absence of war. Shalom is the fullness of life, for all.  Shalom pertains to the 
individual, the community, and the web of relationships in which each person lives. It is the condition of wholeness, of 
complete welfare that encompasses the whole person.  It is the “peace on earth” which the angels proclaimed at Jesus’ 
birth.  God’s shalom is a state of wholeness and security, universal flourishing, wholeness, and delight, for us and for all 
creation. 
 
This is the peace with which Christ blesses us.   
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Some here today might remember the mid-20th century prose poem, “Desiderata,” meaning “things to be desired.  You 
may not know that it was written in 1948 by Max Ehrman, a poet, writer, attorney of German descent, born and raised in 
Terre Haute, Indiana, raised in the German Methodist Church, graduate of DePauw University, a college founded by the 
then Methodist Episcopal Church.  His poem reflects his deep Christian faith and understanding of the peace of Christ, 
God’s shalom intended not only for oneself, but for the world God so loves. 
 
It reads, in part: 
 
“Go placidly amid the noise and the haste, and remember what peace there may be in silence. As far as possible, without 
surrender, be on good terms with all persons. Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to others, even to the dull and 
the ignorant; they too have their story… 
 
Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune. But do not distress yourself with dark imaginings. Many fears 
are born of fatigue and loneliness. Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself. You are a child of the universe 
no less than the trees and the stars; you have a right to be here. And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the universe 
is unfolding as it should. Therefore be at peace with God, whatever you conceive Him to be. And whatever your labors 
and aspirations, in the noisy confusion of life, keep peace in your soul. With all its sham, drudgery and broken dreams, it is 
still a beautiful world...”  
 
This is the peace Jesus gives to us and he gives it to us that we might give it away. Jesus points his disciples out to the 
waiting world.  “Just as God sent me,” he says, “so also I send you.” 
 
This is, as one commentator says, more than a polite invitation from our Lord.  It’s a command!  I’m sending you out carrying 
my peace to the whole world.  Jesus commands us to carry his peace with us out of these doors when we exit the worship 
service this morning, and use it to bless all those we meet and indeed, to bless the whole creation with peace.  Take it with 
you, this peace—take it, and give it away. 
 
Jesus himself sends us out, out into a world that can at times, yes, be truly scary and overwhelming.  A world that is far from 
peaceful.  Blessed are the peacemakers, he said.  What a vocation, what a calling he give us!  Be my peacemakers. 
 
Last Sunday, remember, we heard God’s call to Isaiah to become God’s prophet.  Into a time of increasing conflict in the 
world of that time, God asks:  “whom shall I send?  Who will go for us?”  And Isaiah finds the courage to respond:  “Here 
am I; send me.” 
 
Today we hear God in Christ calling again.  Who will go for us?  Might we respond:  Here am I; send me? 
 
Me?  A peacemaker in this world?  What might it take us to get to “yes?”   
 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled, and neither let them be afraid,” Jesus gently commands.  The peace of Christ is just 
what we need, and just what we have. In the resurrected Christ, the Prince of Peace gives us the resources and riches we 
need--to stay steady, to stand tall, to give back, and to share with others this precious gift of peace, that sustains us and 
restores to life each of us, all of us, and indeed, to the church, and to the world, and to the whole creation.   
 
Amen. 
 


