
 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
of SANTA MONICA
1008 Eleventh Street

Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org

310.393.8258
email: info@santamonicaumc.org

Church Office Hours: Tues - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Chapel Open for Prayer: Tues - Fri, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

AUGUST 4 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Holy Communion
Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

AUGUST 11
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney 

AUGUST 18
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney
 

AUGUST 25 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Service led by Youth Service Project Team

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

WORSHIP:  SUNDAYS IN AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 

@santamonicaumc
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HORIZONS

Senior Minister

SEPTEMBER 1  
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Holy Communion 
Homily by Nathan Oney  
5 p.m. simple church   
reflections by Nathan Oney

SEPTEMBER 8  
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris 
5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney   

SEPTEMBER 15 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris  
5 p.m. simple church   
reflections by Nathan Oney

SEPTEMBER 22 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris  
5 p.m. simple church   
reflections by Nathan Oney

SEPTEMBER 29 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris  
5 p.m. simple church   
reflections by Nathan Oney

Back-to-School time for me as a kid meant 
new shoes, new notebooks, a new teacher, 
and the new clothes my mother had made 
for me over the summer.  It brought a sense 
of new beginnings and new possibilities.  
And because we didn’t move around, 

but lived in one house through my school years, it also brought a lot 
of reassurance in continuity—continuity of place, family, and holidays.  
There was newness built on a foundation of familiarity and love.

Our California-Pacific bishop, Bishop Hagiya, set “I See a New Church” 
as the theme of our annual conference session this past June.  He is now 
inviting local churches to consider this same theme in our own setting 
this Fall.  Our First UMC Lay Leadership Team will be creating some 
opportunities for us to come together to listen for the voice of God and 
to dream with God.  

At First UMC, we have a strong and faithful heritage to build 
upon—in ministry, in mission, and in the character of our life together.  
We respect and love one another, despite what might be differently 
held opinions about a whole variety of things.  We’ve embodied John 
Wesley’s maxim:  “Though we cannot think alike, may we not love 
alike?  May we not be of one heart, though we are not of one opinion?  
Without all doubt, we may. Herein all the children of God may unite, 
notwithstanding these smaller differences.” 

Confident in our calling, we are free to imagine and to dream.  Are 
there needs in our community that God’s Spirit is urging us to see?  
Are there new opportunities for mission and ministry percolating 
in our hearts?  Is there something God might be calling you/me to 
undertake?

This is a season for the fresh winds of the Spirit to blow through us, 
opening our minds and hearts to God’s great scope and purpose.  
Let’s enjoy the adventure!

Fall Kick-Off!
Invite your friends, neighbors, and co-workers to church with you then 
stay for the First UMC Fall Kick-Off as both the church celebrates a new 
year.  During service we’ll celebrate Blessing of the Backpacks:  All ages 
are welcome to bring backpacks, handbags, computer carriers, wallets, 
etc., to the annual Blessing of the Backpacks.  Pick up a commemorative 
tag during service.
After service, enjoy your community with delicious food, fun and 
festivities for all ages! 

Fall Kick-Off: Sunday, September 8 
11 a.m. in the First UMC Courtyard

Picture Day - A Youth Ministry Fundraiser
Tired of selfies being your only family portraits?  Are you frustrated 
that you’re always the picture-taker, and not in the shots?   
Let the First UMC Youth help!  On Fall Kick-Off Sunday, from 
11:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m., the youth and youth counselors will be taking 
family portraits, or an individual portrait, on the second floor. 
Professional backgrounds and lighting will be used, at a fraction 
of the cost of a photography studio.

Email Tricia Guerrero to sign up for a time slot: t.guerrero@santa 
monicaumc.org.  Cost: $30/portrait session.

Fall Kick-Off Sunday, 11:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. 2nd Fl. Edu Blg.

Starting September 8 through October 6 
we will revisit our  Five Marks of a Methodist 
series of a few years ago.  In this time of change 
in the UMC, it’s important to remember 
our roots and the heritage of our identity as 
Methodists.  As we engage one another in 
challenging conversation, let’s ground this 
time of relationship-deepening in our shared 
commitments.

For as Wesley once said:  “Come, and let us look 
one another in the face...you may love what I am by 
the grace of God…”

For these five weeks, let us look one another in 
the face and discover who we are, by the grace 
of God.

– Rev. Patricia Farris



AUGUST/SEPTEMBER Calendar
AUGUST
Saturday, August 3 
10 a.m. DanceFit, Room 300
6:10 p.m. UMC Dodger Night, Dodger Stadium (ticket sales closed)
Sunday, August 4 - Holy Communion 
11 a.m. David & Joyce Landsverk Art Exhibit Opens, Fireside Room
Monday, August 5
9 a.m. Vacation Bible School begins, Simkins Hall/Edu. Bldg.
Tuesday, August 6
7 p.m. Open Space Monthly Gathering, Off-site
Friday, August 9
12:30 p.m. Vacation Bible School Closing Program, Simkins Hall
Saturday, August 10 
8:30 a.m. Habitat for Humanity Build (volunteer spaces filled), Off-site
10 a.m. Field Trip to John August Swanson art exhibit, Off-site
Sunday, August 11 - Sunday School Faith in Action
11:15 a.m. Emergency Preparedness & Hospitality Training Workshop, 
Fireside Room
6 p.m. simple supper, Fireside Room
Saturday, August 17 
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, August 18 
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screening, Simkins Hall
11:30 a.m. Loving God with Our Minds Book Study/Potluck, 
Fireside Room
Thursday, August 22
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal, Off-site
5:30 p.m. Preschool Parent Back-to-School Night, Edu.Bldg.
Saturday, August 24 
8:30 a.m. Family Connection/Messy Church Meet-Up, Off-site
10 a.m. DanceFit, Room 300
10:30 a.m. Lay Leadership Team Meeting, Fireside Room
Sunday, August 25 - Youth Service Project Team leads worship
11 a.m. Youth Service Project Report Back, Simkins Hall
SEPTEMBER
Sunday, September 1 - Holy Communion
Monday, September 2 - Labor Day, church office closed
Tuesday, September 3
7 p.m. Open Space Monthly Gathering, Off-site
Sunday, September 8 - Blessing of the Backpacks
11 a.m. Fall Kick-Off, Courtyard/Simkins Hall
11:15 a.m. Youth Ministry Picture Day, Room 300 
Wednesday, September 11
4 p.m. Board of Trustees Meeting, CR-A
Saturday, September 14 
10 a.m. DanceFit, Room 300
4:30 p.m. Messy Church, Simkins Hall/Chapel
Sunday, September 15 - Blessing of the Acolytes & Crucifers
11 a.m. Acolyte/Crucifer Training, Sanctuary
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screening, Simkins Hall
3 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
6 p.m. simple supper, Fireside Room
Thursday, September 19
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal, Off-site
Friday, September 20 - Last day to submit artwork for Take Flight 
Animal Art Exhibit
Saturday, September 21 
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Simkins Hall
11:30 a.m. UMW Game Day, Simkins Hall
Sunday, September 22 - Faith in Action 
11:30 a.m. Book Study/Potluck, Fireside Room
Saturday, September 28 
10 a.m. DanceFit, Room 300

DanceFit into the Fall
Keep up your DanceFit routine through the Summer and into the Fall!  
DanceFit is a follow-along fitness class set to upbeat, contemporary 
pop music, led by First UMC member Whitney Hagan.  It’s designed for 
all levels, with variations to modify based on your fitness/comfort level.  
Water will be available.  No charge but donations appreciated.  Kids are 
welcome.  Tell your friends!  

Saturdays, August 3/24, September 14/28, 10 a.m. in Room 300

Happenings

Art in the Fireside Room: Fine Art 
Montage by David & Joyce Landsverk
We welcome church members David and Joyce Landsverk to exhibit 
some of their original works, which will include photographs and 
watercolors.  Join Joyce and David for the opening reception, where they 
will answer questions about their work.  Light refreshments served.

Opening Reception: Sunday, August 4, 11 a.m. after worship.

A sneak peak at David Landsverk’s 
photography (left) and Joyce 
Landsverk’s watercolors (right)

Vacation Bible School
First UMC invites children of all ages on a space 
travel adventure to explore where God’s power 
can take them!  Along the journey, Voyagers 
discover a new realm of possibilities as they 
reach for the stars and encounter the limitless 
love of God. This adventure includes 
exciting music, amazing science, 
creative crafts, fun recreation, a 
mission project and memorable Bible 
stories to help children know God is 
with them to Mars and beyond! 

This year VBS will be fundraising 
money to help support One Tree Planted, an organization that aims to 
rebuild forests in North and South America, Asia and Africa, one tree 
at a time.   Each donation of one dollar plants one tree.  For our mission  
project we will raise funds to plant trees in California to help rebuild the 
forests that were destroyed by the fires in 2018.  It is estimated that 125 
million trees need to be replanted. Our VBS goal is to plant 300 trees!
www.santamonicaumc.org/vbs.

Monday, August 5 - Friday, 
August 9,  9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
in Simkins Hall and Edu. Bld.

Summerfest at First UMC!

Dr. Vien Doan (above), founder of the Good Samaritan Medical and Dental 
Ministry in Vietnam, spoke about the history and latest news of the ministry. 
With architectural design help from Todd & Sherry Erlandson (top middle) and 
March Studio, a new Family Care Center has been approved for construction for 
later this year.

First UMC volunteers with the Westside 
Coalition making great progress towards 
the completion of the Habitat for 
Humanity Patience House build.  Kaoru 
Mulvihill, future owner of the house, 
(far left) puts in “sweat equity.”  Habitat’s 
homebuyers invest hundreds of hours 
of their own labor, working alongside 
volunteers.

Rev. Larry Young (right), with Lydia 
Templeton (left), President and CEO of 
Children Youth and Family Collaborative. 
The two spoke in the Fireside Room about 
the Collaborative’s efforts in serving over 
2,500 foster youth at 50 sites in Southern 
California. Rev. Young serves as a board 
member for the group.

Scholarship Sunday

 



Trustees Report Mid-Year 2019
The Trustees of the church initiate, review and approve facility 
maintenance and special projects with funds provided by the church 
operating budget, endowment, the Methodist Foundation, special 
gifts and campaigns. The Trustees also manage all bequests given 
to the church, as these generous gifts from the Planned Giving of our 
members help sustain our work into the future. Finally, the Trustees 
strive to be good stewards of our facilities in opening them to a variety 
of community groups and organizations every day, providing both 
additional income to support our ministries and essential visibility and 
outreach to our community.

The Trustees have been very busy in 2019!  The church received six 
new gifts and bequests, and two larger donations to the Foundation 
directly to support the work and ministries of the church.  

This year, Preschool beautification continues.  The staff lounge was 
newly outfitted with flooring, paint, furniture, and more space.  We 
give thanks to the teachers for their good ideas to make it all come 
together.

The parsonages are being maintained with regular maintenance.  
The Princeton Street parsonage underwent major aesthetic upgrades 
last summer and the Guerreros continue to plan many get-togethers 
for various ministries during the year.  The 19th St. parsonage 
driveway gate was rebuilt after years of wear.  

Bigger projects this year included new Sanctuary lighting.  The new 
LED lights reduce electricity, and cut back on buzzing sounds and 
heat.  We added several new theatrical lights to the chancel. The choir 
is thankful for the light and coolness factor.

Sanctuary work continued with new audio equipment including 
relocation of equipment, and new lapel microphones which we find 
increase signal strength and clarity for a better Sunday worship 
experience.  

Construction Continues in Haiti!
Thank you to everyone for your continued interest in and support 
of our mission to our siblings in Haiti.  As you probably know, we 
suspended our trip to Haiti earlier this year on account of civil unrest 
do to protests against government corruption. Instead, we made a 
contribution to our continuing support of the community of Sobier 
by the purchase of goats for economic development and toward 
additional construction needed for their medical clinic. The funds 
reached the community (hope you saw the pictures of the goats!), 
and they have begun construction on the medical supply storage 
depot. This construction is facing challenges as the transportation 
infrastructure is still stressed by the continuing protests and some 
violent clashes in the Haitian capital. The village of Sobier sends its 
thanks. Please continue to be in prayer for Haiti.

- Nathan Oney, Pastoral Associate, and Todd Erlandson, Team Leader

Open Space Monthly Gathering
Open Space is an inclusive faith experience for young adults 
(20s & 30s-ish). We meet in the community and in homes for brave 
conversations about faith and life.  Join us for our Monthly Gathering, 
a time for friends, food, and open and honest reflection on the 
intersections between faith and the world.  We will provide a round 
of pizza or appetizers, you provide the conversation.  Follow us on 
Instagram and Facebook: @OpenSpaceSantaMonica.  
Contact Nathan Oney for more details: n.oney@santamonicaumc.org.

First Tuesday of the month, August 6 & September 3, 7 p.m. Off-site

Emergency Preparedness & Hospitality 
Training Workshop
Whether you’re an usher, Sunday morning greeter, or coming for 
worship, hospitality at First UMC is a vital part of our service to our 
congregation.  Stay after worship on Sunday, August 11, to learn about 
what we do to facilitate a warm and welcoming community.  Sponsored 
by the Trustees and Methodist Foundation of Santa Monica, and led by 
First UMC Facilities Coordinator David Penson, First UMC member Andy 
Goebel and Trustee Paul Glenney, there will also be discussion about 
protocols we have in place in the event of an emergency in the Sanctuary.  
All are welcome.  RSVP to Sarah Rold: s.rold@santamonicaumc.org.

Sunday, August 11, 11:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary

A special designated gift was received by on our youth alumnus to 
build showers in the Education building to serve the Methodist youth 
overnight trips when travelling from afar.

The Fireside Room is being refreshed now with the help of March 
Studios, namely, Todd Erlandson and Lara Hoad.  Their inspiration for 
color and design sets a different mood in the space that is both fresh 
and warm.  Additional lighting will be installed including track lighting 
to highlight the community art we rotate in the space.  The space should 
be completed early August.

Several other projects will be completed on campus this year to keep 
things looking good and functioning properly.  Check out the new water 
fountains around campus (to be installed in August) that will be able to 
emit  filtered water in bottles.   

We give a special thanks to our Membership 
and Facilities Coordinator David Penson, for 
managing ALL of these projects with energy, 
dedication, stellar communication, and 
mindfulness.  He wears many hats and he 
wears them well.

We rely on each of the pillars of support 
to maintain this beautiful campus and the 
ministries it serves.  Pillars include pledge support, 
preschool tuition, facility usage, Trustees, and Foundation 
support.  A special thanks to the Methodist Foundation of Santa 
Monica for supporting church beautification, music, operations, youth, 
health ministry, and other ministries in an unprecedented amount of 
$180k this year.  

Every gift matters.  It’s your faithfulness and constancy on your 2019 
pledge, giving, and volunteering that makes all of this happen.

Lastly, don’t miss the Emergency Preparedness and Hospitality Training 
Workshop, sponsored by the Trustees and Methodist Foundation of 
Santa Monica, on Sunday, August 11, and led by David Penson, First 
UMC member Andy Goebel and Trustee Paul Glenney.

David Penson

Construction of the medical 
supply storage depot

Loving God with Our Minds Book 
Study/Potluck
Saved By Faith and Hospitality 
Joshua W. Jipp (*rescheduled from March)

Salvation through hospitality?  Maybe you will 
be surprised by the approach of this professor of 
New Testament who comes out of the context 
of conservative evangelical theology.  This is a 
thought-provoking resource for our time and the 
predominance of discussion of borders, strangers, 
immigrants, and “others.”  Professor  Jipp blends a reading of themes 
in Scripture with reflections on contemporary issues and proposals 
for the church and faithful living. There’s enough here for most 
everyone to be inspired or put off!   Come for a lively and stimulating 
discussion, and bring a dish to share. Book available on Amazon, at 
the Sunday Hospitality Table, and in the church office.
Sunday, August 18, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Breakfast at the Beach Meet-Up
Join Family Connection & Messy Church for a casual meet-up at 
the beach.  All are welcome – bring family and friends – relax on the 
beach, build a sandcastle, or swim out to the dolphins. Coffee, juice, 
and pastries will be provided.
Saturday, August 24: 8:30 – 
11 a.m.  (Ocean Park Beach in 
Santa Monica between 
Lifeguard stations 26 & 27)

Sign up to receive email reminders 
for upcoming Messy dates (emails 
are sent once a month).  Go to: www.
santamonicaumc.org/messychurch.  
Facebook: @messychurchsantamonica

John August Swanson Art Exhibit
The artist John August Swanson has graciously offered to give the folks of 
First UMC a guided tour of his current exhibit showing at The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of the Angels in downtown Los Angeles. If you are interested 
in carpooling from church, email Tina Gage: t.gage@santamonicaumc.
org., or call the church office: 310.393.8258.

Saturday, August 10, meet at 11 a.m. at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
the Angels (555 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012)

Youth Service Project Team Worship 
and Report Back
The Youth Service Team extends a special welcome to join them as 
they lead worship on Sunday, August 25, followed by their Report 
Back after worship in Simkins Hall.  This year the service team 
participated in Sierra Service Project (SSP) for a week at Smith River 
to serve and grow in faith.  Lunch will be provided. 
Sunday, August 25, 10 a.m. worship, 
Report Back - 11:15 a.m. in Simkins Hall

A few pictures from 
the Youth Service 
Project Smith River 
Trip.



FIRST UMC 

Births
• Declan Marius Payne, born May 28, to parents First UMC 
member Sam and Kari Payne, grandparents and First UMC 
members Sue & Dennis Payne, and aunt Emily Payne.
• Josephine Blue Carducci, born July 8, to parents First UMC 
member Shalimar and Brett Carducci, and big sister June.

Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of 
these departed loved ones:

• First UMC member Jennifer Worley’s father, who died May 28.

• To Jeremy Borden in the death of his sister, Cindy, who died on 
June 1.

• First UMC member Mark Youl Oh, who died June 10.  
Cards may be sent to June and family at 24 Old Limekiln Rd, 
Doylestown, Pennsylvania 18901.

• First UMC choir member Judith Mosher, in the death of her 
husband. 

• First UMC member Frederick Lewis Beteta Sr., who died June 
26.  A service was held July 16 in the First UMC Sanctuary. 

• Long time First UMC member Norma Maurer, who died on 
July 7 at age 93 in Bastrop, Texas, where she was living with her 
daughter.
• First UMC member Margaret (Meg) Flanders, who died 
July 4.  A memorial service was held July 19 in the First UMC 
Sanctuary.

Congratulations
• to Alex and Rachel Brideau, who celebrated their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary on June 28.
• to all of the First UMC members that are Assistance League 
of Santa Monica volunteers: Margaret Brown, Linda Burch, 
Laurie Charchut, Mary Clark, Claudia Flanders, Joyce 
Landsverk, (pictured below on left), Leslie Nordby, Barbara 
Parker, Carol Reich, Chris Ruud, Johanna Stutsman, and 
Dell Tingler.  The Assistance League was featured in the Santa 
Monica Daily Press as the winner of Most Loved business in the 
May edition.

Sunday Flower Orders:  Available dates for 
flowers in the Reredos or Narthex at press time:  
August 18/25  &  September 1/8/15/22/29.
Order at the Sunday Hospitality Table or online: 
santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.

Preschool Corner

School Supplies Needed for Upward 
Bound House 
First UMC continues its tradition of taking donations of backpacks and 
school supplies for Family Place at Upward Bound House.  We are also 
accepting money donations towards the purchase of supplies in bulk.   
You may drop a check in the collection basket made out to First UMC, 
in the memo line “School Supplies.”  Or to donate online, go to: www.
santamonicaumc.org/ways-to-give.  (Click on the Donate Now button, 
select Children’s Ministry/School Supplies Fund in the Select An Account 
dropdown menu.)

Goal: 60 Supplied Backpacks!  
Items you may bring include: 
Backpacks • Glue sticks • Scissors • 
Ballpoint pens • No. 2 pencils • Colored 
pencils • Pencil sharpener • Large 
pink eraser • Highlighters • Three-ring 
binder • Loose-leaf notebook paper 
• Pocket folders (two pockets) • Rulers • Crayons • Index Cards • 2 oz. 
Antibacterial Hand Soap

Deadline to bring items: Sunday, August 11
You may drop off supplies in the box in the narthex, at the Hospitality 
Table, or in the church office. Sunday School’s Faith in Action will 
assemble the backpacks Sunday, August 11 and will give to UBH the 
following week.  Let’s give the kids of Upward Bound House supplies for 
their first day of school! 
www.santamonicaumc.org/school-supplies 

Preschool 4th of July Parade!

September Messy Church
Messy Church is back for the Fall!  Messy Church 
is a great opportunity for families to be together 
in worship without the worry of being too silly or 
“messy” because, let’s face it, life can be messy! 

At Messy Church, we grow in our relationship 
with God and with one another through crafts, 
activities, music, and stories of God’s love. Then, together we enjoy a 
shared meal. Children and adults of all ages are welcome so invite the 
grandparents, your neighbors and school friends to this new church 
community.  Be ready to get messy!

September’s theme is “A Home for All.”   We will celebrate our big, 
beautiful and messy church as we hear the story from 1st Corinthians 12 
reminding us to celebrate the wonderful and unique gifts that each one 
of us contributes to make up the body of Christ.

Saturday, September 14, 4:30 - 6 p.m. in the Chapel/Simkins Hall

Walk the Labyrinth 
The Labyrinth resumes walking times in the Fall.  Enjoy a meditative 
Labyrinth walk, then stay for the contemplative simple church service 
in the Chapel at 5 p.m.  Walking the Labyrinth is an ancient spiritual 
practice, a way to quiet our minds and open our spirits to the presence 
of the Holy.  If you’ve never been before, there are printed instructions 
to help with your walking meditation. Take an hour for yourself in this 
“device-free” zone.  Every step a prayer.

Sunday, September 15, 3 - 5 p.m. in Simkins Hall

September Book Study/Potluck
Holy Love: A Biblical Theology for Human Sexuality
by Steve Harper  
Author Steve Harper is a retired UM minister and 
retired seminary professor who taught for 32 years 
in the areas of spiritual formation and Wesleyan 
studies.  This short and accessible book provides a 
very helpful framework for how to read Scripture 
as a Wesleyan/Methodist and how to embrace a 
theological framework for human sexuality that is 
compassionate, inclusive, and affirming.  Bring a 
dish to share. Book available on Amazon, at the 
Sunday Hospitality Table, and in the church office.
Sunday, September 22, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

UMW Game Day
Calling all players of Bridge, Mah-Jong, Scrabble and other games, 
The United Methodist Women’s Game Day is back!   $12 per person.  
Coffee and tea will be served.  Proceeds benefits UMW Mission 
Projects. 
Saturday, September 21, 1 p.m. 
in Simkins Hall
Facebook: @ UMW of First UMC 
Santa Monica

BIG & small Animal Art Group Exhibit 
Returns in the Fall!
The 3rd Annual Animal Art Show is in 
the works. Our theme this year is Take 
Flight.  Exhibit opens Saturday, October 
5 – immediately after the annual Blessing 
of the Animals in the Courtyard, and will run 
for a month.
Attention Artists: Show us your version of 
God’s flying creatures, big and small.
We are still accepting submissions.  Fill out an 
artist submission form online to participate.  
Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/
firesideroomart.  Feel free to share with your artist friends.  Questions 
may be sent to Tina Gage: t.gage@santamonicaumc.org.   
Artwork is due September 20.

LOOKING FORWARD

Spiritual Formation Council Retreat
The Spiritual Formation Council is sponsoring a retreat with David 
Bremer, Professor of Liberal Arts and Sciences at the Otis College of 
Art and Design, who will offer reflections on the theme “Seeing with 
New Eyes.”  More information will follow. Save the date!

Saturday, October 12, from 9 a.m. -  1 p.m. in the Fireside Room

OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS
1 – Open Space Monthly Gathering
5 – Blessing of the Animals
5 – Big & Small: Take Flight, Animal Art Exhibit
6 – Third World Handarts
12 – Spiritual Formation Council Retreat
12 – Messy Church
13– Children’s Sabbath
16 – Flu Shot Clinic
27 – Laity Sunday

Health Ministry Council’s Flu Clinic
First UMC has the privilege of hosting one of the first flu vaccination 
clinics this season to be provided by the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health.  This gives us the opportunity to help 
keep both ourselves and our community healthy.  So, mark your 
calendar, tell your friends and neighbors, and join us in Simkins Hall to 
get your free flu vaccine!  No appointments necessary.

Wednesday, October 16, 9 - 11 a.m. 
in Simkins Hall

Free Flu Vaccine!
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Bound House 
First UMC continues its tradition of taking donations of backpacks and 
school supplies for Family Place at Upward Bound House.  We are also 
accepting money donations towards the purchase of supplies in bulk.   
You may drop a check in the collection basket made out to First UMC, 
in the memo line “School Supplies.”  Or to donate online, go to: www.
santamonicaumc.org/ways-to-give.  (Click on the Donate Now button, 
select Children’s Ministry/School Supplies Fund in the Select An Account 
dropdown menu.)

Goal: 60 Supplied Backpacks!  
Items you may bring include: 
Backpacks • Glue sticks • Scissors • 
Ballpoint pens • No. 2 pencils • Colored 
pencils • Pencil sharpener • Large 
pink eraser • Highlighters • Three-ring 
binder • Loose-leaf notebook paper 
• Pocket folders (two pockets) • Rulers • Crayons • Index Cards • 2 oz. 
Antibacterial Hand Soap

Deadline to bring items: Sunday, August 11
You may drop off supplies in the box in the narthex, at the Hospitality 
Table, or in the church office. Sunday School’s Faith in Action will 
assemble the backpacks Sunday, August 11 and will give to UBH the 
following week.  Let’s give the kids of Upward Bound House supplies for 
their first day of school! 
www.santamonicaumc.org/school-supplies 

Preschool 4th of July Parade!

September Messy Church
Messy Church is back for the Fall!  Messy Church 
is a great opportunity for families to be together 
in worship without the worry of being too silly or 
“messy” because, let’s face it, life can be messy! 

At Messy Church, we grow in our relationship 
with God and with one another through crafts, 
activities, music, and stories of God’s love. Then, together we enjoy a 
shared meal. Children and adults of all ages are welcome so invite the 
grandparents, your neighbors and school friends to this new church 
community.  Be ready to get messy!

September’s theme is “A Home for All.”   We will celebrate our big, 
beautiful and messy church as we hear the story from 1st Corinthians 12 
reminding us to celebrate the wonderful and unique gifts that each one 
of us contributes to make up the body of Christ.

Saturday, September 14, 4:30 - 6 p.m. in the Chapel/Simkins Hall

Walk the Labyrinth 
The Labyrinth resumes walking times in the Fall.  Enjoy a meditative 
Labyrinth walk, then stay for the contemplative simple church service 
in the Chapel at 5 p.m.  Walking the Labyrinth is an ancient spiritual 
practice, a way to quiet our minds and open our spirits to the presence 
of the Holy.  If you’ve never been before, there are printed instructions 
to help with your walking meditation. Take an hour for yourself in this 
“device-free” zone.  Every step a prayer.

Sunday, September 15, 3 - 5 p.m. in Simkins Hall

September Book Study/Potluck
Holy Love: A Biblical Theology for Human Sexuality
by Steve Harper  
Author Steve Harper is a retired UM minister and 
retired seminary professor who taught for 32 years 
in the areas of spiritual formation and Wesleyan 
studies.  This short and accessible book provides a 
very helpful framework for how to read Scripture 
as a Wesleyan/Methodist and how to embrace a 
theological framework for human sexuality that is 
compassionate, inclusive, and affirming.  Bring a 
dish to share. Book available on Amazon, at the 
Sunday Hospitality Table, and in the church office.
Sunday, September 22, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

UMW Game Day
Calling all players of Bridge, Mah-Jong, Scrabble and other games, 
The United Methodist Women’s Game Day is back!   $12 per person.  
Coffee and tea will be served.  Proceeds benefits UMW Mission 
Projects. 
Saturday, September 21, 1 p.m. 
in Simkins Hall
Facebook: @ UMW of First UMC 
Santa Monica

BIG & small Animal Art Group Exhibit 
Returns in the Fall!
The 3rd Annual Animal Art Show is in 
the works. Our theme this year is Take 
Flight.  Exhibit opens Saturday, October 
5 – immediately after the annual Blessing 
of the Animals in the Courtyard, and will run 
for a month.
Attention Artists: Show us your version of 
God’s flying creatures, big and small.
We are still accepting submissions.  Fill out an 
artist submission form online to participate.  
Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/
firesideroomart.  Feel free to share with your artist friends.  Questions 
may be sent to Tina Gage: t.gage@santamonicaumc.org.   
Artwork is due September 20.

LOOKING FORWARD

Spiritual Formation Council Retreat
The Spiritual Formation Council is sponsoring a retreat with David 
Bremer, Professor of Liberal Arts and Sciences at the Otis College of 
Art and Design, who will offer reflections on the theme “Seeing with 
New Eyes.”  More information will follow. Save the date!

Saturday, October 12, from 9 a.m. -  1 p.m. in the Fireside Room

OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS
1 – Open Space Monthly Gathering
5 – Blessing of the Animals
5 – Big & Small: Take Flight, Animal Art Exhibit
6 – Third World Handarts
12 – Spiritual Formation Council Retreat
12 – Messy Church
13– Children’s Sabbath
16 – Flu Shot Clinic
27 – Laity Sunday

Health Ministry Council’s Flu Clinic
First UMC has the privilege of hosting one of the first flu vaccination 
clinics this season to be provided by the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health.  This gives us the opportunity to help 
keep both ourselves and our community healthy.  So, mark your 
calendar, tell your friends and neighbors, and join us in Simkins Hall to 
get your free flu vaccine!  No appointments necessary.

Wednesday, October 16, 9 - 11 a.m. 
in Simkins Hall

Free Flu Vaccine!



Trustees Report Mid-Year 2019
The Trustees of the church initiate, review and approve facility 
maintenance and special projects with funds provided by the church 
operating budget, endowment, the Methodist Foundation, special 
gifts and campaigns. The Trustees also manage all bequests given 
to the church, as these generous gifts from the Planned Giving of our 
members help sustain our work into the future. Finally, the Trustees 
strive to be good stewards of our facilities in opening them to a variety 
of community groups and organizations every day, providing both 
additional income to support our ministries and essential visibility and 
outreach to our community.

The Trustees have been very busy in 2019!  The church received six 
new gifts and bequests, and two larger donations to the Foundation 
directly to support the work and ministries of the church.  

This year, Preschool beautification continues.  The staff lounge was 
newly outfitted with flooring, paint, furniture, and more space.  We 
give thanks to the teachers for their good ideas to make it all come 
together.

The parsonages are being maintained with regular maintenance.  
The Princeton Street parsonage underwent major aesthetic upgrades 
last summer and the Guerreros continue to plan many get-togethers 
for various ministries during the year.  The 19th St. parsonage 
driveway gate was rebuilt after years of wear.  

Bigger projects this year included new Sanctuary lighting.  The new 
LED lights reduce electricity, and cut back on buzzing sounds and 
heat.  We added several new theatrical lights to the chancel. The choir 
is thankful for the light and coolness factor.

Sanctuary work continued with new audio equipment including 
relocation of equipment, and new lapel microphones which we find 
increase signal strength and clarity for a better Sunday worship 
experience.  

Construction Continues in Haiti!
Thank you to everyone for your continued interest in and support 
of our mission to our siblings in Haiti.  As you probably know, we 
suspended our trip to Haiti earlier this year on account of civil unrest 
do to protests against government corruption. Instead, we made a 
contribution to our continuing support of the community of Sobier 
by the purchase of goats for economic development and toward 
additional construction needed for their medical clinic. The funds 
reached the community (hope you saw the pictures of the goats!), 
and they have begun construction on the medical supply storage 
depot. This construction is facing challenges as the transportation 
infrastructure is still stressed by the continuing protests and some 
violent clashes in the Haitian capital. The village of Sobier sends its 
thanks. Please continue to be in prayer for Haiti.

- Nathan Oney, Pastoral Associate, and Todd Erlandson, Team Leader

Open Space Monthly Gathering
Open Space is an inclusive faith experience for young adults 
(20s & 30s-ish). We meet in the community and in homes for brave 
conversations about faith and life.  Join us for our Monthly Gathering, 
a time for friends, food, and open and honest reflection on the 
intersections between faith and the world.  We will provide a round 
of pizza or appetizers, you provide the conversation.  Follow us on 
Instagram and Facebook: @OpenSpaceSantaMonica.  
Contact Nathan Oney for more details: n.oney@santamonicaumc.org.

First Tuesday of the month, August 6 & September 3, 7 p.m. Off-site

Emergency Preparedness & Hospitality 
Training Workshop
Whether you’re an usher, Sunday morning greeter, or coming for 
worship, hospitality at First UMC is a vital part of our service to our 
congregation.  Stay after worship on Sunday, August 11, to learn about 
what we do to facilitate a warm and welcoming community.  Sponsored 
by the Trustees and Methodist Foundation of Santa Monica, and led by 
First UMC Facilities Coordinator David Penson, First UMC member Andy 
Goebel and Trustee Paul Glenney, there will also be discussion about 
protocols we have in place in the event of an emergency in the Sanctuary.  
All are welcome.  RSVP to Sarah Rold: s.rold@santamonicaumc.org.

Sunday, August 11, 11:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary

A special designated gift was received by on our youth alumnus to 
build showers in the Education building to serve the Methodist youth 
overnight trips when travelling from afar.

The Fireside Room is being refreshed now with the help of March 
Studios, namely, Todd Erlandson and Lara Hoad.  Their inspiration for 
color and design sets a different mood in the space that is both fresh 
and warm.  Additional lighting will be installed including track lighting 
to highlight the community art we rotate in the space.  The space should 
be completed early August.

Several other projects will be completed on campus this year to keep 
things looking good and functioning properly.  Check out the new water 
fountains around campus (to be installed in August) that will be able to 
emit  filtered water in bottles.   

We give a special thanks to our Membership 
and Facilities Coordinator David Penson, for 
managing ALL of these projects with energy, 
dedication, stellar communication, and 
mindfulness.  He wears many hats and he 
wears them well.

We rely on each of the pillars of support 
to maintain this beautiful campus and the 
ministries it serves.  Pillars include pledge support, 
preschool tuition, facility usage, Trustees, and Foundation 
support.  A special thanks to the Methodist Foundation of Santa 
Monica for supporting church beautification, music, operations, youth, 
health ministry, and other ministries in an unprecedented amount of 
$180k this year.  

Every gift matters.  It’s your faithfulness and constancy on your 2019 
pledge, giving, and volunteering that makes all of this happen.

Lastly, don’t miss the Emergency Preparedness and Hospitality Training 
Workshop, sponsored by the Trustees and Methodist Foundation of 
Santa Monica, on Sunday, August 11, and led by David Penson, First 
UMC member Andy Goebel and Trustee Paul Glenney.

David Penson

Construction of the medical 
supply storage depot

Loving God with Our Minds Book 
Study/Potluck
Saved By Faith and Hospitality 
Joshua W. Jipp (*rescheduled from March)

Salvation through hospitality?  Maybe you will 
be surprised by the approach of this professor of 
New Testament who comes out of the context 
of conservative evangelical theology.  This is a 
thought-provoking resource for our time and the 
predominance of discussion of borders, strangers, 
immigrants, and “others.”  Professor  Jipp blends a reading of themes 
in Scripture with reflections on contemporary issues and proposals 
for the church and faithful living. There’s enough here for most 
everyone to be inspired or put off!   Come for a lively and stimulating 
discussion, and bring a dish to share. Book available on Amazon, at 
the Sunday Hospitality Table, and in the church office.
Sunday, August 18, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Breakfast at the Beach Meet-Up
Join Family Connection & Messy Church for a casual meet-up at 
the beach.  All are welcome – bring family and friends – relax on the 
beach, build a sandcastle, or swim out to the dolphins. Coffee, juice, 
and pastries will be provided.
Saturday, August 24: 8:30 – 
11 a.m.  (Ocean Park Beach in 
Santa Monica between 
Lifeguard stations 26 & 27)

Sign up to receive email reminders 
for upcoming Messy dates (emails 
are sent once a month).  Go to: www.
santamonicaumc.org/messychurch.  
Facebook: @messychurchsantamonica

John August Swanson Art Exhibit
The artist John August Swanson has graciously offered to give the folks of 
First UMC a guided tour of his current exhibit showing at The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of the Angels in downtown Los Angeles. If you are interested 
in carpooling from church, email Tina Gage: t.gage@santamonicaumc.
org., or call the church office: 310.393.8258.

Saturday, August 10, meet at 11 a.m. at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
the Angels (555 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012)

Youth Service Project Team Worship 
and Report Back
The Youth Service Team extends a special welcome to join them as 
they lead worship on Sunday, August 25, followed by their Report 
Back after worship in Simkins Hall.  This year the service team 
participated in Sierra Service Project (SSP) for a week at Smith River 
to serve and grow in faith.  Lunch will be provided. 
Sunday, August 25, 10 a.m. worship, 
Report Back - 11:15 a.m. in Simkins Hall

A few pictures from 
the Youth Service 
Project Smith River 
Trip.



AUGUST/SEPTEMBER Calendar
AUGUST
Saturday, August 3 
10 a.m. DanceFit, Room 300
6:10 p.m. UMC Dodger Night, Dodger Stadium (ticket sales closed)
Sunday, August 4 - Holy Communion 
11 a.m. David & Joyce Landsverk Art Exhibit Opens, Fireside Room
Monday, August 5
9 a.m. Vacation Bible School begins, Simkins Hall/Edu. Bldg.
Tuesday, August 6
7 p.m. Open Space Monthly Gathering, Off-site
Friday, August 9
12:30 p.m. Vacation Bible School Closing Program, Simkins Hall
Saturday, August 10 
8:30 a.m. Habitat for Humanity Build (volunteer spaces filled), Off-site
10 a.m. Field Trip to John August Swanson art exhibit, Off-site
Sunday, August 11 - Sunday School Faith in Action
11:15 a.m. Emergency Preparedness & Hospitality Training Workshop, 
Fireside Room
6 p.m. simple supper, Fireside Room
Saturday, August 17 
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, August 18 
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screening, Simkins Hall
11:30 a.m. Loving God with Our Minds Book Study/Potluck, 
Fireside Room
Thursday, August 22
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal, Off-site
5:30 p.m. Preschool Parent Back-to-School Night, Edu.Bldg.
Saturday, August 24 
8:30 a.m. Family Connection/Messy Church Meet-Up, Off-site
10 a.m. DanceFit, Room 300
10:30 a.m. Lay Leadership Team Meeting, Fireside Room
Sunday, August 25 - Youth Service Project Team leads worship
11 a.m. Youth Service Project Report Back, Simkins Hall
SEPTEMBER
Sunday, September 1 - Holy Communion
Monday, September 2 - Labor Day, church office closed
Tuesday, September 3
7 p.m. Open Space Monthly Gathering, Off-site
Sunday, September 8 - Blessing of the Backpacks
11 a.m. Fall Kick-Off, Courtyard/Simkins Hall
11:15 a.m. Youth Ministry Picture Day, Room 300 
Wednesday, September 11
4 p.m. Board of Trustees Meeting, CR-A
Saturday, September 14 
10 a.m. DanceFit, Room 300
4:30 p.m. Messy Church, Simkins Hall/Chapel
Sunday, September 15 - Blessing of the Acolytes & Crucifers
11 a.m. Acolyte/Crucifer Training, Sanctuary
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screening, Simkins Hall
3 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, Simkins Hall
6 p.m. simple supper, Fireside Room
Thursday, September 19
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal, Off-site
Friday, September 20 - Last day to submit artwork for Take Flight 
Animal Art Exhibit
Saturday, September 21 
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Simkins Hall
11:30 a.m. UMW Game Day, Simkins Hall
Sunday, September 22 - Faith in Action 
11:30 a.m. Book Study/Potluck, Fireside Room
Saturday, September 28 
10 a.m. DanceFit, Room 300

DanceFit into the Fall
Keep up your DanceFit routine through the Summer and into the Fall!  
DanceFit is a follow-along fitness class set to upbeat, contemporary 
pop music, led by First UMC member Whitney Hagan.  It’s designed for 
all levels, with variations to modify based on your fitness/comfort level.  
Water will be available.  No charge but donations appreciated.  Kids are 
welcome.  Tell your friends!  

Saturdays, August 3/24, September 14/28, 10 a.m. in Room 300

Happenings

Art in the Fireside Room: Fine Art 
Montage by David & Joyce Landsverk
We welcome church members David and Joyce Landsverk to exhibit 
some of their original works, which will include photographs and 
watercolors.  Join Joyce and David for the opening reception, where they 
will answer questions about their work.  Light refreshments served.

Opening Reception: Sunday, August 4, 11 a.m. after worship.

A sneak peak at David Landsverk’s 
photography (left) and Joyce 
Landsverk’s watercolors (right)

Vacation Bible School
First UMC invites children of all ages on a space 
travel adventure to explore where God’s power 
can take them!  Along the journey, Voyagers 
discover a new realm of possibilities as they 
reach for the stars and encounter the limitless 
love of God. This adventure includes 
exciting music, amazing science, 
creative crafts, fun recreation, a 
mission project and memorable Bible 
stories to help children know God is 
with them to Mars and beyond! 

This year VBS will be fundraising 
money to help support One Tree Planted, an organization that aims to 
rebuild forests in North and South America, Asia and Africa, one tree 
at a time.   Each donation of one dollar plants one tree.  For our mission  
project we will raise funds to plant trees in California to help rebuild the 
forests that were destroyed by the fires in 2018.  It is estimated that 125 
million trees need to be replanted. Our VBS goal is to plant 300 trees!
www.santamonicaumc.org/vbs.

Monday, August 5 - Friday, 
August 9,  9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
in Simkins Hall and Edu. Bld.

Summerfest at First UMC!

Dr. Vien Doan (above), founder of the Good Samaritan Medical and Dental 
Ministry in Vietnam, spoke about the history and latest news of the ministry. 
With architectural design help from Todd & Sherry Erlandson (top middle) and 
March Studio, a new Family Care Center has been approved for construction for 
later this year.

First UMC volunteers with the Westside 
Coalition making great progress towards 
the completion of the Habitat for 
Humanity Patience House build.  Kaoru 
Mulvihill, future owner of the house, 
(far left) puts in “sweat equity.”  Habitat’s 
homebuyers invest hundreds of hours 
of their own labor, working alongside 
volunteers.

Rev. Larry Young (right), with Lydia 
Templeton (left), President and CEO of 
Children Youth and Family Collaborative. 
The two spoke in the Fireside Room about 
the Collaborative’s efforts in serving over 
2,500 foster youth at 50 sites in Southern 
California. Rev. Young serves as a board 
member for the group.

Scholarship Sunday
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Church Office Hours: Tues - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Chapel Open for Prayer: Tues - Fri, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

AUGUST 4 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Holy Communion
Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

AUGUST 11
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney 

AUGUST 18
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney
 

AUGUST 25 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Service led by Youth Service Project Team

5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney

WORSHIP:  SUNDAYS IN AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 

@santamonicaumc
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HORIZONS

Senior Minister

SEPTEMBER 1  
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Holy Communion 
Homily by Nathan Oney  
5 p.m. simple church   
reflections by Nathan Oney

SEPTEMBER 8  
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris 
5 p.m. simple church
reflections by Nathan Oney   

SEPTEMBER 15 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris  
5 p.m. simple church   
reflections by Nathan Oney

SEPTEMBER 22 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris  
5 p.m. simple church   
reflections by Nathan Oney

SEPTEMBER 29 
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris  
5 p.m. simple church   
reflections by Nathan Oney

Back-to-School time for me as a kid meant 
new shoes, new notebooks, a new teacher, 
and the new clothes my mother had made 
for me over the summer.  It brought a sense 
of new beginnings and new possibilities.  
And because we didn’t move around, 

but lived in one house through my school years, it also brought a lot 
of reassurance in continuity—continuity of place, family, and holidays.  
There was newness built on a foundation of familiarity and love.

Our California-Pacific bishop, Bishop Hagiya, set “I See a New Church” 
as the theme of our annual conference session this past June.  He is now 
inviting local churches to consider this same theme in our own setting 
this Fall.  Our First UMC Lay Leadership Team will be creating some 
opportunities for us to come together to listen for the voice of God and 
to dream with God.  

At First UMC, we have a strong and faithful heritage to build 
upon—in ministry, in mission, and in the character of our life together.  
We respect and love one another, despite what might be differently 
held opinions about a whole variety of things.  We’ve embodied John 
Wesley’s maxim:  “Though we cannot think alike, may we not love 
alike?  May we not be of one heart, though we are not of one opinion?  
Without all doubt, we may. Herein all the children of God may unite, 
notwithstanding these smaller differences.” 

Confident in our calling, we are free to imagine and to dream.  Are 
there needs in our community that God’s Spirit is urging us to see?  
Are there new opportunities for mission and ministry percolating 
in our hearts?  Is there something God might be calling you/me to 
undertake?

This is a season for the fresh winds of the Spirit to blow through us, 
opening our minds and hearts to God’s great scope and purpose.  
Let’s enjoy the adventure!

Fall Kick-Off!
Invite your friends, neighbors, and co-workers to church with you then 
stay for the First UMC Fall Kick-Off as both the church celebrates a new 
year.  During service we’ll celebrate Blessing of the Backpacks:  All ages 
are welcome to bring backpacks, handbags, computer carriers, wallets, 
etc., to the annual Blessing of the Backpacks.  Pick up a commemorative 
tag during service.
After service, enjoy your community with delicious food, fun and 
festivities for all ages! 

Fall Kick-Off: Sunday, September 8 
11 a.m. in the First UMC Courtyard

Picture Day - A Youth Ministry Fundraiser
Tired of selfies being your only family portraits?  Are you frustrated 
that you’re always the picture-taker, and not in the shots?   
Let the First UMC Youth help!  On Fall Kick-Off Sunday, from 
11:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m., the youth and youth counselors will be taking 
family portraits, or an individual portrait, on the second floor. 
Professional backgrounds and lighting will be used, at a fraction 
of the cost of a photography studio.

Email Tricia Guerrero to sign up for a time slot: t.guerrero@santa 
monicaumc.org.  Cost: $30/portrait session.

Fall Kick-Off Sunday, 11:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. 2nd Fl. Edu Blg.

Starting September 8 through October 6 
we will revisit our  Five Marks of a Methodist 
series of a few years ago.  In this time of change 
in the UMC, it’s important to remember 
our roots and the heritage of our identity as 
Methodists.  As we engage one another in 
challenging conversation, let’s ground this 
time of relationship-deepening in our shared 
commitments.

For as Wesley once said:  “Come, and let us look 
one another in the face...you may love what I am by 
the grace of God…”

For these five weeks, let us look one another in 
the face and discover who we are, by the grace 
of God.

– Rev. Patricia Farris
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