FAMILY INFO
WORSHIP INFO
MISSIONS

—Nursery Care is available at 9:30 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.
—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway
west of the Fireside Room.
—First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously.
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth,
and adults.
—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.
—Flowers: “In memory of my husband Wendell Furnas.” From Karen
Furnas.
—During the summer months the Chancel Choir is singing some of their
favorite anthems from the prior year. We hope they are your favorites
also.
—Visit the Fireside Room to view the artwork of First UMC members
Joyce & David Landsverk.
—To request prayers, fill in a Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card and place
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be
on your mind! We’re here to serve you.
—Next Sunday: Rev. Patricia Farris will preach.
—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank. In August,
please bring pinto and other beans. You may leave items in the bin
located outside the Sanctuary.
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Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen.
— Hebrews 11:1

W E G AT H E R

WELCOME 					
PRELUDE

Air in G (J. S. Bach)

Tricia Guerrero

			

Ty Woodward, Organ

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #2029 The Faith We Sing — Praise to the Lord
*CALL TO WORSHIP 				
Jack McHugh, Lay Lector
God is our rock and our fortress,
Our refuge and strength.
God is our hope and our trust.
Praise the Lord!

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE

“God is our refuge and our strength! Amen and Amen!”

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 			

Tricia Guerrero

		
Please greet those worshipping near you.

God is real. God is love.

Every person matters. You matter.

Together we can change the world.
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As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices. Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE				

Ann Wilson

#2233 TFWS — Where Children Belong

This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.
As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one
another, as Jesus taught to do.
As the congregation sings, the children may go to Faith in Action in Room 300 to assemble
backpack supplies for Upward Bound House.

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE 		

Moments for Mission - Upward Bound House Community Meal		

Nathan Oney
Dan Stirling

We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service.
		
Thanks be to God!
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

THE PSALM Psalm 50:1-6 (Pew Bible page 519, O.T.)
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

Nathan Oney

Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in
the offering plate. Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

The Chancel Choir /Dr. James Smith, Music Director
Let Thy Holy Presence (Pavel Tschesnokoff)

THE OFFERTORY

Let Thy holy presence come upon us, we pray, Thy holy presence, come upon us, O Lord! Alleluia.

*RESPONSE #94 United Methodist Hymnal — The Doxology
*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 				

Nathan Oney

God of wholeness and unity, you know us better than we know ourselves. By
your Word, give us wisdom. By your Spirit, grant us healing, and set us free to
serve you with love. By your power, bring newness of life. Amen.

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

Rev. Patricia Farris

WE RESPOND
INVITATION TO PRAYER

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES 				

Jack McHugh

THE LESSON Hebrews 11:1-3 (Pew Bible page 225, N.T.)
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!
SERMON “The Perception of Imperceptible Realities”

CHORAL RESPONSE

*HYMN #2162 TFWS — Grace Alone
*BENEDICTION			
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Rondeau (Jean Joseph Mouret)			

Rev. Farris
Ty Woodward

In Christ Alone (see insert, verse 1)

LISTENING FOR THE VOICE OF GOD				

Nathan Oney

SILENT PRAYER & PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world.
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.
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This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.
As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one
another, as Jesus taught to do.
As the congregation sings, the children may go to Faith in Action in Room 300 to assemble
backpack supplies for Upward Bound House.

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE 		

Moments for Mission - Upward Bound House Community Meal		

Nathan Oney
Dan Stirling

We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service.
		
Thanks be to God!
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

THE PSALM Psalm 50:1-6 (Pew Bible page 519, O.T.)
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

Nathan Oney

Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in
the offering plate. Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

The Chancel Choir /Dr. James Smith, Music Director
Let Thy Holy Presence (Pavel Tschesnokoff)

THE OFFERTORY

Let Thy holy presence come upon us, we pray, Thy holy presence, come upon us, O Lord! Alleluia.

*RESPONSE #94 United Methodist Hymnal — The Doxology
*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 				

Nathan Oney

God of wholeness and unity, you know us better than we know ourselves. By
your Word, give us wisdom. By your Spirit, grant us healing, and set us free to
serve you with love. By your power, bring newness of life. Amen.

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

Rev. Patricia Farris

WE RESPOND
INVITATION TO PRAYER

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES 				

Jack McHugh

THE LESSON Hebrews 11:1-3 (Pew Bible page 225, N.T.)
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!
SERMON “The Perception of Imperceptible Realities”
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*HYMN #2162 TFWS — Grace Alone
*BENEDICTION			
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Rondeau (Jean Joseph Mouret)			

Rev. Farris
Ty Woodward

In Christ Alone (see insert, verse 1)

LISTENING FOR THE VOICE OF GOD				

Nathan Oney

SILENT PRAYER & PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world.
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.
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*CALL TO WORSHIP 				
Jack McHugh, Lay Lector
God is our rock and our fortress,
Our refuge and strength.
God is our hope and our trust.
Praise the Lord!
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

OPEN INVITATIONS
Prayer Quilt Ministry

Westside Food Bank

Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the
month of August we are collecting pinto and other
beans.

UMCOR - United States Disaster Response

When disasters happen, it is local churches that
provide the first response to their communities. This
basic understanding – that disaster response is local
– forms the foundation for UMCOR’s U.S. disaster
training and response efforts. To see the list of
active responses in the US, and to bolster response
efforts, go to: www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/
us-disaster-response.

The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an outreach ministry that
combines the gift of prayer with the gift of a handtied quilt. There are a number of ways to be involved:
When a prayer quilt is hanging in the Sanctuary come
tie a knot and say a prayer. Remember the recipients in
your prayers in the following days. And join the ministry
for work and fellowship on the third Saturday of each
month from 9:30 a.m. to noon. You don’t have to know
how to sew to help.
Next meeting: Saturday, August 17, 9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.,
Room 300

For more information on these events, or to learn
about our ministries and missions, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org.

LOOKING FORWARD

Fall Kick-Off!
Invite your friends, neighbors, and co-workers to church
with you then stay for the First UMC Fall Kick-Off as
both the church celebrates a new year. During service
we’ll celebrate Blessing of the Backpacks:
All ages are welcome to bring backpacks, handbags,
computer carriers, wallets, etc., to the annual Blessing
of the Backpacks. Pick up a commemorative tag
during service.
After service, enjoy your community with delicious
food, fun and festivities for all ages!

Fall Kick-Off: Sunday, September 8
11 a.m. in the First UMC Courtyard

Picture Day:
A Youth Ministry
Fundraiser
Tired of selfies being your only family portraits? Are
you frustrated that you’re always the picture-taker,
and not in the shots?
Let the First UMC Youth help! On Fall Kick-Off
Sunday, from 11:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m., the youth and
youth counselors will be taking family portraits, or an
individual portrait, on the second floor. Professional
backgrounds and lighting will be used, at a fraction
of the cost of a photography studio.
Email Tricia Guerrero to sign up for a time slot:
t.guerrero@santa monicaumc.org. Cost: $30/
portrait session.

Fall Kick-Off Sunday, 11:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
2nd Fl. Edu Blg.

FOCUS ON

SAFE SANCTUARY

August 11, 2019							
You have probably read this sentence on the back of the Order of Worship many times: “First UMC takes the safety of the
children and youth very seriously. We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to the physical safety
and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth, and adults.” Today we will explain a little more about this practice.
The History of Safe Sanctuaries®
In 1990, Frank O’Neal, a teacher in Tennessee, set up a fund in honor of his mother and his wife to challenge and assist
local congregations in ministering to families and children, targeted toward prevention, intervention, and elimination
of child abuse. He believed that if information on abuse was made available to pastors that they would act. The first
brochure listed resources that were available through The UM National Youth Ministry Organization, The General
Board of Global Ministries, The General Board of Discipleship, United Methodist Communications, and The United
Methodist Association of Health and Welfare Ministries. There was so much demand for the brochures that they
had to put all of the secretaries on processing duties to keep up with it. The 1996 General Conference of The United
Methodist Church adopted (and subsequently readopted) a resolution aimed at reducing the risk of child sexual abuse
in the church. Today, each Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church has a written and easily accessible
policy. These policies stress the importance of the Biblical mandate from Matthew 19:14, “Allow the children to come to
me, don’t forbid them, because the kingdom of heaven belongs to people like these children.” (Common English Bible)
Safe Sanctuaries® Practices at First UMC
• Every year First UMC mandates that each employee on the First UMC campus take part in a Safe Sanctuaries® class.
This includes all Preschool staff and church office staff, Youth leaders, VBS youth and adult volunteers, and Sunday
School teachers. Some of the topics covered are: education and information on child abuse and requirements for
mandated reporters, volunteer supervision guidelines, policies within each ministry to ensure safety for children, youth
and volunteers.
• Anyone who has access to or works with children, youth, or vulnerable adults has a background check prior to
interaction with them.
• First UMC hosts the local Boy Scouts Troop 67, who have their own process of protection as outlined in The BSA Youth
Protection Mission Statement. For more information go to: https://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection.
Rev. Patricia Farris says, “First UMC has long valued our ministries with children and youth, our Preschool, and our
outreach to children in the community. We seek to under-gird the well-being and spiritual formation of each precious
child of God in our care. Our comprehensive Safe Sanctuary policy and practice brings everyone into this web of care.
We give thanks to God for this thriving community of faith, growth, joy, and love.”
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FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY (CONTINUED)
Family Place Community Meal

WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday 10 a.m. 		
Sanctuary Worship
Sunday 5 p.m. 		
simple church
simple church tonight: reflections by Nathan Oney

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today - Last day to collect School Supplies • Faith
in Action
11:15 a.m. Emergency Preparedness & Hospitality
Workshop Training, FR
6 p.m. simple supper, FR
Wednesday, August 14
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
Saturday, August 17
9 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, August 18
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH
11:15 a.m. Sunday School Teachers Safe
Sanctuary Training, Room 203
11:30 a.m. Book Study/Potluck, FR

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
August Theme: David’s Family
Sunday School today: David’s Family David & Abigail
Our curriculum, Deep Blue Adventures, goes with
the Deep Blue Bibles so that our children enter into
a journey that combines exciting stories, arts and
crafts, and interactive games into a living-faith
experience that will help them discover what it
means to be a follower of Jesus Christ today.
United Methodist Youth Fellowship
UMYF is on summer break.
The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ
centered environment where youth explore and
grow in their faith. Activities are designed to
nurture relationships and build a strong, loving
community. This is a place of acceptance, outreach
and spirituality.

FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Today - Emergency Preparedness & Hospitality
Training Workshop

Whether you’re an usher, Sunday morning greeter,
or coming for worship, hospitality at First UMC is a
vital part of our service to our congregation. Stay
after worship today to learn about what we do to
facilitate a warm and welcoming community. Led by
First UMC Facilities Coordinator David Penson, and
members Andy Goebel and Paul Glenney, there will
also be discussion about protocols we have in place in
the event of an emergency in the Sanctuary. All are
welcome.
Today, 11:15 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Loving God with Our Minds Book Study/Potluck

Saved By Faith and Hospitality by Joshua W. Jipp
(rescheduled from March)
Salvation through hospitality? Maybe you will
be surprised by the approach of this professor of
New Testament who comes out of the context of
conservative evangelical theology. This is a thoughtprovoking resource for our time and the predominance
of discussion of borders, strangers, immigrants, and
“others.” Professor Jipp blends a reading of themes in
Scripture with reflections on contemporary issues and
proposals for the church and faithful living. There’s
enough here for most everyone to be inspired or put
off! Come for a lively and stimulating discussion, and
bring a dish to share. Book available at the Sunday
Hospitality Table, and in the church office.
Next Sunday, August 18, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside
Room

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.

If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

Community Meal is a committed partnership
between First UMC and Upward Bound House’s
Family Place–our local transitional housing program
for families with young children. Through the
ministry of feeding and the ministry of showing up,
First UMC volunteers engage in activities that create
lasting impact and joy. If you would like to be a
part of this meaningful mission, please contact the
church office (310) 393-8258, or email
meal@santamonicaumc.org.
Thursday, August 22, 5:30 p.m. Family Place
(1020 12th St. SM)

Breakfast at the Beach Meet-Up

Join Family Connection & Messy Church for a casual
meet-up at the beach. All are welcome – bring
family and friends – relax on the beach, build a
sandcastle, or swim out to the dolphins. Coffee, juice,
and pastries will be provided.
Saturday, August 24, 8:30 – 11 a.m.
(Ocean Park Beach in Santa Monica between
Lifeguard stations 26 & 27)
Save the Date - Messy Church will be back for the
Fall at First UMC on Saturday, September 14,
4:30 - 6 p.m., with the theme A Home for All.

BIG & small Animal Art Group Exhibit Returns
in the Fall!
The 3rd Annual Animal Art Show is in the works.
Our theme this year is Take Flight. Exhibit opens
Saturday, October 5 – immediately after the annual
Blessing of the Animals in the Courtyard, and will run
for a month. Attention Artists: Show us your version
of God’s flying creatures, big and small.
Fill out an artist submission form online to
participate. Go to: www.
santamonicaumc.org/
firesideroomart. Feel free
to share with your artist
friends. Questions may
be sent to Tina Gage:
t.gage@santamonicaumc.
org. Artwork is due 9/20.

From the United Methodist Women

The UMW ladies have been crocheting lovely baby
blankets, available at the Wednesday work party
(9 a.m. - 12 p.m. UMW workroom) or see Betty
Storm or Joy Williams after church on Sundays.
The blankets would make wonderful gifts for new
babies!

Youth Service Project Team Worship and
Report Back

The Youth Service Team extends a special welcome
to join them as they lead worship on Sunday,
August 25, followed by their Report Back after
worship in Simkins Hall. This year the service team
participated in Sierra Service Project (SSP) for a
week at Smith River to serve and grow in faith.
Lunch will be provided.
Sunday, August 25, 10 a.m. worship,
Report Back - 11:15 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Joy Williams working
on a new blanket.

Stay Informed

Keep up-to-date with General Conference news
and church events by email. If you don’t already
receive the church Friday email or monthly Sentinel
email, leave your email address on the attendance
pad in the pew or go to the Sunday Hospitality
table during Coffee Hour. All information is strictly
confidential and is for
First UMC communication purposes only.
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FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY (CONTINUED)
Family Place Community Meal

WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday 10 a.m. 		
Sanctuary Worship
Sunday 5 p.m. 		
simple church
simple church tonight: reflections by Nathan Oney

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today - Last day to collect School Supplies • Faith
in Action
11:15 a.m. Emergency Preparedness & Hospitality
Workshop Training, FR
6 p.m. simple supper, FR
Wednesday, August 14
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
Saturday, August 17
9 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, August 18
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH
11:15 a.m. Sunday School Teachers Safe
Sanctuary Training, Room 203
11:30 a.m. Book Study/Potluck, FR

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
August Theme: David’s Family
Sunday School today: David’s Family David & Abigail
Our curriculum, Deep Blue Adventures, goes with
the Deep Blue Bibles so that our children enter into
a journey that combines exciting stories, arts and
crafts, and interactive games into a living-faith
experience that will help them discover what it
means to be a follower of Jesus Christ today.
United Methodist Youth Fellowship
UMYF is on summer break.
The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ
centered environment where youth explore and
grow in their faith. Activities are designed to
nurture relationships and build a strong, loving
community. This is a place of acceptance, outreach
and spirituality.

FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Today - Emergency Preparedness & Hospitality
Training Workshop

Whether you’re an usher, Sunday morning greeter,
or coming for worship, hospitality at First UMC is a
vital part of our service to our congregation. Stay
after worship today to learn about what we do to
facilitate a warm and welcoming community. Led by
First UMC Facilities Coordinator David Penson, and
members Andy Goebel and Paul Glenney, there will
also be discussion about protocols we have in place in
the event of an emergency in the Sanctuary. All are
welcome.
Today, 11:15 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Loving God with Our Minds Book Study/Potluck

Saved By Faith and Hospitality by Joshua W. Jipp
(rescheduled from March)
Salvation through hospitality? Maybe you will
be surprised by the approach of this professor of
New Testament who comes out of the context of
conservative evangelical theology. This is a thoughtprovoking resource for our time and the predominance
of discussion of borders, strangers, immigrants, and
“others.” Professor Jipp blends a reading of themes in
Scripture with reflections on contemporary issues and
proposals for the church and faithful living. There’s
enough here for most everyone to be inspired or put
off! Come for a lively and stimulating discussion, and
bring a dish to share. Book available at the Sunday
Hospitality Table, and in the church office.
Next Sunday, August 18, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside
Room

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.

If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)
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between First UMC and Upward Bound House’s
Family Place–our local transitional housing program
for families with young children. Through the
ministry of feeding and the ministry of showing up,
First UMC volunteers engage in activities that create
lasting impact and joy. If you would like to be a
part of this meaningful mission, please contact the
church office (310) 393-8258, or email
meal@santamonicaumc.org.
Thursday, August 22, 5:30 p.m. Family Place
(1020 12th St. SM)

Breakfast at the Beach Meet-Up

Join Family Connection & Messy Church for a casual
meet-up at the beach. All are welcome – bring
family and friends – relax on the beach, build a
sandcastle, or swim out to the dolphins. Coffee, juice,
and pastries will be provided.
Saturday, August 24, 8:30 – 11 a.m.
(Ocean Park Beach in Santa Monica between
Lifeguard stations 26 & 27)
Save the Date - Messy Church will be back for the
Fall at First UMC on Saturday, September 14,
4:30 - 6 p.m., with the theme A Home for All.

BIG & small Animal Art Group Exhibit Returns
in the Fall!
The 3rd Annual Animal Art Show is in the works.
Our theme this year is Take Flight. Exhibit opens
Saturday, October 5 – immediately after the annual
Blessing of the Animals in the Courtyard, and will run
for a month. Attention Artists: Show us your version
of God’s flying creatures, big and small.
Fill out an artist submission form online to
participate. Go to: www.
santamonicaumc.org/
firesideroomart. Feel free
to share with your artist
friends. Questions may
be sent to Tina Gage:
t.gage@santamonicaumc.
org. Artwork is due 9/20.

From the United Methodist Women

The UMW ladies have been crocheting lovely baby
blankets, available at the Wednesday work party
(9 a.m. - 12 p.m. UMW workroom) or see Betty
Storm or Joy Williams after church on Sundays.
The blankets would make wonderful gifts for new
babies!

Youth Service Project Team Worship and
Report Back

The Youth Service Team extends a special welcome
to join them as they lead worship on Sunday,
August 25, followed by their Report Back after
worship in Simkins Hall. This year the service team
participated in Sierra Service Project (SSP) for a
week at Smith River to serve and grow in faith.
Lunch will be provided.
Sunday, August 25, 10 a.m. worship,
Report Back - 11:15 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Joy Williams working
on a new blanket.

Stay Informed

Keep up-to-date with General Conference news
and church events by email. If you don’t already
receive the church Friday email or monthly Sentinel
email, leave your email address on the attendance
pad in the pew or go to the Sunday Hospitality
table during Coffee Hour. All information is strictly
confidential and is for
First UMC communication purposes only.

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

OPEN INVITATIONS
Prayer Quilt Ministry

Westside Food Bank

Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the
month of August we are collecting pinto and other
beans.

UMCOR - United States Disaster Response

When disasters happen, it is local churches that
provide the first response to their communities. This
basic understanding – that disaster response is local
– forms the foundation for UMCOR’s U.S. disaster
training and response efforts. To see the list of
active responses in the US, and to bolster response
efforts, go to: www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/
us-disaster-response.

The Prayer Quilt Ministry is an outreach ministry that
combines the gift of prayer with the gift of a handtied quilt. There are a number of ways to be involved:
When a prayer quilt is hanging in the Sanctuary come
tie a knot and say a prayer. Remember the recipients in
your prayers in the following days. And join the ministry
for work and fellowship on the third Saturday of each
month from 9:30 a.m. to noon. You don’t have to know
how to sew to help.
Next meeting: Saturday, August 17, 9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.,
Room 300

For more information on these events, or to learn
about our ministries and missions, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org.

LOOKING FORWARD

Fall Kick-Off!
Invite your friends, neighbors, and co-workers to church
with you then stay for the First UMC Fall Kick-Off as
both the church celebrates a new year. During service
we’ll celebrate Blessing of the Backpacks:
All ages are welcome to bring backpacks, handbags,
computer carriers, wallets, etc., to the annual Blessing
of the Backpacks. Pick up a commemorative tag
during service.
After service, enjoy your community with delicious
food, fun and festivities for all ages!

Fall Kick-Off: Sunday, September 8
11 a.m. in the First UMC Courtyard

Picture Day:
A Youth Ministry
Fundraiser
Tired of selfies being your only family portraits? Are
you frustrated that you’re always the picture-taker,
and not in the shots?
Let the First UMC Youth help! On Fall Kick-Off
Sunday, from 11:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m., the youth and
youth counselors will be taking family portraits, or an
individual portrait, on the second floor. Professional
backgrounds and lighting will be used, at a fraction
of the cost of a photography studio.
Email Tricia Guerrero to sign up for a time slot:
t.guerrero@santa monicaumc.org. Cost: $30/
portrait session.

Fall Kick-Off Sunday, 11:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
2nd Fl. Edu Blg.

FOCUS ON

SAFE SANCTUARY

August 11, 2019							
You have probably read this sentence on the back of the Order of Worship many times: “First UMC takes the safety of the
children and youth very seriously. We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to the physical safety
and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth, and adults.” Today we will explain a little more about this practice.
The History of Safe Sanctuaries®
In 1990, Frank O’Neal, a teacher in Tennessee, set up a fund in honor of his mother and his wife to challenge and assist
local congregations in ministering to families and children, targeted toward prevention, intervention, and elimination
of child abuse. He believed that if information on abuse was made available to pastors that they would act. The first
brochure listed resources that were available through The UM National Youth Ministry Organization, The General
Board of Global Ministries, The General Board of Discipleship, United Methodist Communications, and The United
Methodist Association of Health and Welfare Ministries. There was so much demand for the brochures that they
had to put all of the secretaries on processing duties to keep up with it. The 1996 General Conference of The United
Methodist Church adopted (and subsequently readopted) a resolution aimed at reducing the risk of child sexual abuse
in the church. Today, each Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church has a written and easily accessible
policy. These policies stress the importance of the Biblical mandate from Matthew 19:14, “Allow the children to come to
me, don’t forbid them, because the kingdom of heaven belongs to people like these children.” (Common English Bible)
Safe Sanctuaries® Practices at First UMC
• Every year First UMC mandates that each employee on the First UMC campus take part in a Safe Sanctuaries® class.
This includes all Preschool staff and church office staff, Youth leaders, VBS youth and adult volunteers, and Sunday
School teachers. Some of the topics covered are: education and information on child abuse and requirements for
mandated reporters, volunteer supervision guidelines, policies within each ministry to ensure safety for children, youth
and volunteers.
• Anyone who has access to or works with children, youth, or vulnerable adults has a background check prior to
interaction with them.
• First UMC hosts the local Boy Scouts Troop 67, who have their own process of protection as outlined in The BSA Youth
Protection Mission Statement. For more information go to: https://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection.
Rev. Patricia Farris says, “First UMC has long valued our ministries with children and youth, our Preschool, and our
outreach to children in the community. We seek to under-gird the well-being and spiritual formation of each precious
child of God in our care. Our comprehensive Safe Sanctuary policy and practice brings everyone into this web of care.
We give thanks to God for this thriving community of faith, growth, joy, and love.”
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