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Romans 12:1-8 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. For 
by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have 
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the 
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
Happy Labor Day weekend, everyone! I hope that everyone has been enjoying the fine weather for this holiday weekend, 
that you have taken the opportunity to rest and reconnect with nature, and that you have gotten a final use out of your 
white clothes because the bible says no white after Labor Day—look it up, it’s in there! 
 
You know, I think that it is easy to forget what Labor Day is about. It isn’t really that intentional of a holiday celebration. 
We won’t be seeing Labor Day cards at the pharmacy; I won’t be calling my parents to wish them a happy Labor Day; 
even Labor Day parades have for the most part fallen out of fashion. Labor Day is now mostly a marker of the unofficial 
end of summer and a time to get a great deal on a new mattress. 
 
But Labor Day means so much more than that. Established as a federal holiday in 1894, the US Department of Labor says 
that Labor Day honors the American labor movement and the power of collective action by laborers. And I think that we 
can all be proud of the fact that the Methodist movement was part of advocating for safe and free working conditions for 
all those who labor from the very beginning. The Methodist movement strongly opposed slavery and the exploitation of 
workers, and in 1908, we published the Social Creed, which reads in part: “We believe in the right and duty of persons to 
work for the glory of God and the good of themselves and others and in the protection of their welfare in so doing; in the 
rights to property as a trust from God, collective bargaining, and responsible consumption; and in the elimination of 
economic and social distress.” 
 
It is a succinct and beautiful explanation of our theological views on the rights of workers, that still to this day informs our 
work as a denomination for the safety, wellbeing, and dignity of all who labor. 
 
But we rarely hear this kind of talk anymore. We live in the land of the side hustle, the stepping stone to something better, 
the never-satisfied, always something more when it comes to job and career. Out here on the Westside, one’s job is one’s 
identity all too often, and, in the eyes of many, one’s success is one’s value. 
 
We place an insurmountable importance on work, but at the same time, we have forgotten its sacred value.  
 
In our text today, Paul the Apostle is speaking to a church that has put too much emphasis on the status of certain members 
over that of others all because of the perceived importance of one’s job in the church over that of the others. “Do not think 
of yourself more highly than you ought,” he says, “but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the 
faith God has distributed to each of you. For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do 
not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.” 
 
Paul is saying here something that is surprisingly radical, something that would later be echoed by Dr. Martin Luther King 
Junior when he said that “all labor has dignity.” Paul is emphasizing that each role that we play, each act that we do, each 
function we have is sacred when we do it for God. Elsewhere, Paul puts it this way: “Do all you do for the glory of God.” 
Work is an important part of our lives as human beings in the very nature of our creation and because of our calling as 
Christians.  
 
Retired Methodist Pastor and civil rights icon Rev. James Lawson says that “The human species was created to learn to 
work… We have to work as human beings because it feeds our dignity. It feeds our sense of making a contribution.” And 
that contribution is not just a contribution to the economy or the bottom line of a business or even your own financial 
security; it’s a contribution in a spiritual sense to the benefit of humankind. It matters to God and to the world. And for Paul, 
this is exactly because God has called and equipped for the purpose of transforming the world. God has gifted us with 
such a diversity of gifts and talents to use for the betterment of God’s creation. 
 
So Paul continues: “If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith;  if it is serving, then serve; if it 
is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do 
it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.” 



What is surprising about this list is that each of the gifts that Paul mentions—with a possible exception for prophesying—is 
something that we can all use in the sacred act of serving God in the seemingly ordinary parts of our lives. Even though the 
translation that we hear read so well this morning gave it much more religiosity in its language, we can see that it is in 
actuality deeply ordinary, and yet sacred. Serving; teaching; encouraging; giving; leading; showing mercy and kindness—
these gifts, lived out in small acts daily, are one of God’s ways of working through you. 
 
You know, people often talk about ministry or public service as “higher callings,” but I don’t think that is quite right. It isn’t 
the job that we do that is a higher calling, but what we do within it and how we do it that is the heavenly call on our lives. 
In a discussion about this idea of the higher calling, author Dave Ramsey said that “Higher calling matters. When you care 
so deeply about the why—why you're doing what you're doing—then and only then are you operating in a way that 
allows you to overcome the obstacles.” It is a reminder that there is no higher calling than to do what you do for the glory 
of God in service to others. It can be as simple as offering a comforting smile to a customer or coworker; or giving 
encouragement to someone who is having a difficult time. If we remember the why, then we find the higher calling that God 
has placed in the midst of our lives here and now. In the midst of climbing the career ladder, the working for something 
better, the side hustle—in the boardroom or the basement, God is at work in and through each of us. God, you might say, 
is the first equal opportunity employer. 
But more than this, God unites our work, and takes all of these diverse talents to make us, in the words of our first national 
motto, E Pluribus Unum, one from many. “In Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the 
others.” 
 
Just as labor movements won safe and fair working conditions by uniting together, God unites us together as the body of 
Christ so that we can do so much more than we could ever do as individuals. God brings us all together at God’s table as 
equals in God’s love, and sends us out to share that love with the world, in great acts of taking up our cross to follow Jesus, 
and in holy acts of using our God-given gifts in our homes and our workplaces. 
 
Friends, as we prepare to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion this morning, know that God is calling you and all of 
us as individuals and as one body to God’s communion table. God is calling you as engineers, bankers, social workers; As 
baristas, teachers, grocers; As CEOs, janitors, managers, and assistants; As homemakers, volunteers, and even in retirement, 
to be fed here at the table of God’s love, and to take that love to wherever you might labor, for the glory of God and the 
transformation of the world. Let it be so. Amen. 
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