
F  I  R  S  T    U  N  I  T  E  D    M  E  T  H  O  D  I  S  T    C  H  U  R  C  H

Children’s Sabbath  •  October 13, 2019

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.   Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.*  

Shout joyfully to God, all the earth! 
Sing praises to the glory of God’s name! 

— Psalm 66:1-2 

F I RST  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H  o f   SA N TA  M O N I CA
1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403 www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258

God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.

 W E  G A T H E R

W O R S H I P

WELCOME      June Carducci

PRELUDE      Aria (Georg Philipp Telemann)                           Ty Woodward, Organ

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN     #2271  The Faith We Sing — Come! Come! Everybody Worship    

*CALL TO WORSHIP         Josephine Beckerman
This day we gather to celebrate all of God’s children.
We come thanking God for children and the joy they bring to our world.
This is the day we rejoice together as God’s children. 
Some of us are young. Some of us are older. But we are all children of a loving God. 
Together we will learn from one another. 
Together we will praise God!

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
 “Children of the heavenly King, as we journey let us sing; sing our Savior’s worthy praise, glorious in his 
works and ways.”

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    Dominic Rold 
  Please greet those worshipping near you.

Resident Bishop
Bishop Grant J. Hagiya

West District Superintendent
Rev. Mark M. Nakagawa

Senior Minister
Rev. Patricia Farris

p.farris@santamonicaumc.org

Pastoral Associate for Family Ministries
Tricia Guerrero

t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org

Pastoral Associate
Nathan Oney

n.oney@santamonicaumc.org

Business Administrator
Christina Eddy

c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org

Congregation Care Associate
Anne Premer

a.premer@santamonicaumc.org

Preschool Director
Dee Menzies

d.menzies@santamonicaumc.org

Assistant to the Preschool Director
Dane Rold

d.rold@santamonicaumc.org

Music Director
Dr. James Smith

Organist
Ty Woodward

Office Manager 
Sarah Rold

s.rold@santamonicaumc.org

Membership and Facilities 
Coordinator

David Penson
d.penson@santamonicaumc.org

Communications Director
Tina Gage

t.gage@santamonicaumc.org

Ministries & Communications 
Coordinator 

Shalimar Carducci
s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org

Head Custodian
Javier Espinoza
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—Nursery Care is available at 9:30 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education 
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the 
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway 
west of the Fireside Room.  

—First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously. 
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to 
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth, 
and adults.

—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.
—In case of an emergency, please direct your attention to one of 
the scheduled ushers, head usher, or Sunday coordinator David Penson.
—Nathan Oney is on vacation today.
—We welcome guest musician Christian Alva, saxaphone.
—Flowers: “In loving memory of David Anthony Naylor.” From the Naylor 
and Selan families.    
—Stop by the Fireside Room to see Big & Small: Take Flight, featuring 
art work by the congregation and local community, promoting love for 
all God’s flying creatures, in all sizes.
—To request prayers, fill in a Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card and place 
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center 
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be 
on your mind!  We’re here to serve you.
—Next Sunday: Rev. Patricia Farris will preach. 

—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank.  In October, 
please bring instant soups. You may leave items in the bin located 
outside the Sanctuary.



Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W E  G O  F O R T H  T O  S E R V E

 W E  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Jamie Jones
 #2233 TFWS — Where Children Belong
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.  
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.

 As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

The Butterfly Song (see insert)  Children’s Church/Jamie Jones, Director

 I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one 
another, as Jesus taught to do.

 As the congregation sings, the children may return to their seats. There is no Sunday School today.  

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE     Adrian Corralez
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service

  Thanks be to God!

 W E  R E S P O N D

ANTHEM       The Chancel Choir /Dr. James Smith, Music Director
Jesus Loves Me (arr. Michael Hassell)     Christian Alva, Saxophone
 Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so; little ones to him belong, they are weak, 
but he is strong.  
Refrain: Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.
 Jesus loves me! He who died Heaven’s gates to open wide! He will wash away my sin, let his little 
child come in.  (Refrain)
Jesus loves me! He will stay close beside me all the way; if I love him when I die, he will take me 
home on high.  (Refrain)

THE PSALM     Psalm 66:1-9 (CEB)  Josephine Beckerman
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

SERMON     “Joyful Gratitude” Tricia Guerrero *HYMN    #2153 TFWS — I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me  

*BENEDICTION   

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 

 POSTLUDE       Prelude and Fugue in B-flat (J. S. Bach)  Ty Woodward
INVITATION TO PRAYER    #2193 TFWS — Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

LISTENING FOR THE VOICE OF GOD    

SILENT PRAYER  &  PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

CHORAL RESPONSE

 WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES     Clarissa Rivera                                                                          
Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out 
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in 
the offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

THE OFFERTORY       The Chancel Choir 
Jacob’s Ladder (arr. Calvin Hampton)
We are climbing Jacob’s ladder, Soldiers of the cross. Ev’ry round goes higher, higher, Soldiers of 
the cross. Sinners do you love my Jesus? Soldiers of the cross. If you love him, why not serve him? 
Soldiers of the cross.  Rise, shine, give God glory, Soldiers of the cross. We are climbing higher, 
higher, Soldiers of the cross.

*RESPONSE   #94 United Methodist Hymnal — The Doxology

*UNISON  PRAYER OF DEDICATION      Nathan Corralez
Loving God, we thank you for sending Jesus to show us how to treat others. Use 
our gifts so they bless people in need. Help us to remember that you love us and 
want us to love and help others. Amen. 



The Butterfly Song

Children 
If I were a butterfly,

I’d thank you, Lord, for giving me wings.
And if I were a robin in a tree,

I’d thank you, Lord, that I could sing.
And if I were a fish in the sea,

I’d wiggle my tail, and I’d giggle with glee,
But I’d just thank you, Lord, for making me Me!

Congregation
‘Cause you gave me a heart,

And you gave me a smile
You gave me Jesus,

And you made me your child.
And I just thank you, Lord, for making me Me!

Children
If I were an elephant,

I’d thank you, Lord, by raising my trunk.
And if I were a kangaroo,
I’d just hop right up to you.
And if I were an octopus,

I’d thank you, Lord, for my good looks.
But I’d thank you, Lord, for making me Me!

Congregation
‘Cause you gave me a heart,

And you gave me a smile
You gave me Jesus,

And you made me your child.
And I just thank you, Lord, for making me Me!

Children
If I were a wiggly worm,

I’d thank you, Lord, that I could squirm.
And if I were a crocodile,

I’d thank you, Lord, for my big smile.
And if I were a fuzzy wuzzy bear,

I’d thank you, Lord, for my fuzzy wuzzy hair.
But I’d just thank you, Lord, for making me Me!

Congregation (x2) 
‘Cause you gave me a heart,

And you gave me a smile
You gave me Jesus,

And you made me your child.
And I just thank you, Lord, for making me Me!
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F  I  R  S  T    U  N  I  T  E  D    M  E  T  H  O  D  I  S  T    C  H  U  R  C  H

Children’s Sabbath  •  October 13, 2019

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.   Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.*  

Shout joyfully to God, all the earth! 
Sing praises to the glory of God’s name! 

— Psalm 66:1-2 

F I RST  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H  o f   SA N TA  M O N I CA
1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403 www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258

God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.
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—Nursery Care is available at 9:30 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education 
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the 
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway 
west of the Fireside Room.  

—First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously. 
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to 
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth, 
and adults.

—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.
—In case of an emergency, please direct your attention to one of 
the scheduled ushers, head usher, or Sunday coordinator David Penson.
—Nathan Oney is on vacation today.
—We welcome guest musician Christian Alva, saxaphone.
—Flowers: “In loving memory of David Anthony Naylor.” From the Naylor 
and Selan families.    
—Stop by the Fireside Room to see Big & Small: Take Flight, featuring 
art work by the congregation and local community, promoting love for 
all God’s flying creatures, in all sizes.
—To request prayers, fill in a Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card and place 
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center 
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be 
on your mind!  We’re here to serve you.
—Next Sunday: Rev. Patricia Farris will preach. 

—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank.  In October, 
please bring instant soups. You may leave items in the bin located 
outside the Sanctuary.



F I R ST  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H  o f   SA N TA  M O N I CA
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www.santamonicaumc.org • info@santamonicaumc.org             @santamonicaumc

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES OPEN INVITATIONS F O C U S    O N

October 13, 2019    
First UMC Membership

Membership is a celebration of the fact that someone 
belongs to our faith community in connection and 
commitment.  Our belonging promotes service to and 
with each other, values mutual care, and develops 
meaningful and supportive relationships.  Becoming 
a member of First UMC is an act of publicly entering 
into a relationship with our faith community.  The church 
offers thanks and welcome in the spirit of belonging to 
one another.  At First UMC, we belong to God and to 
one another.
If you have questions on becoming a member of First 
UMC, please contact one of our Pastors. 

For a list of the pastors’ email addresses, refer to 
the back of the Order of Worship, go to the Sunday 
Hospitality Table, or call the church office.

UMCOR - Hurricane Dorian
As Hurricane Dorian continued to threaten the U.S. 
east coast, United Methodists were connecting with 
Methodists in the Bahamas to continue relief efforts.
Go to: https://www.umnews.org/en/category/
mission-and-ministry.

West Side Food Bank
Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the 
Westside Food Bank.  Food bins can be found 
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool.  
For the month of October we are collecting 
instant soups.

For more information, or to learn about our 
ministries and missions, go to 
www.santamonicaumc.org.

LOOKING FORWARD

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION

I See a  _________ Church!

Let’s eat, talk, pray, and dream together!

On Sunday, October 20, we’ll gather around 
tables in Simkins Hall following worship for a time 
of discussion and discernment.  Led by our pastors, 
Lay Leadership Team, and Church Council, this 
will be a special time together to consider such things as:

• where we see new life emerging in our congregation
• how we dream a future for our United Methodist Church
• opportunities for mission and outreach in our community, nation and world
• how God might be calling you and me into new ministries of love and service

These discussions across the churches in our California-Pacific Annual Conference come at the request of 
our bishop and district superintendent.  Our reflections here at First UMC will include this congregation-wide 
conversation on October 20 as well as similar conversations with our youth, simple church, Open Space, and 
the Men’s Breakfast Bible Study.

Our Lay Leadership Team (Sherry Erlandson, Todd Erlandson, Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, Mike Olsson and 
our pastors) will compile our reflections, hopes, questions, and dreams into an affirmation of renewal and 
rededication to be presented at our Church/Charge Conference with our superintendent, Mark Nakagawa, 
on Sunday, November 10.

Make plans now to stay after worship October 20 for this wonderful, enlivening time with one another!

Sunday, October 20, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. in Simkins Hall

Preschool Fall Festival 

Stay after church Sunday, October 27 as the First UMC Preschool kicks off their new school year!  
Fall Festival fun includes a bounce house, slide, photo booth, a Chili Cook-Off (bring in your favorite chili 
and enter the contest!) bake sale, taco truck, teacher Ms. Astrid’s Ethiopian food, and so much more!  
We look forward to the coming year of educating youth and building community. Come celebrate with us!   
www.santamonicaumc.org/preschool.    

Sunday, October 27, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. in the First UMC Courtyard/Simkins Hall



FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry 
Today is Children’s Sabbath, the children stay in 
worship, there is no Sunday School.

United Methodist Youth Fellowship
UMYF Tonight, 6 p.m., Youth Lounge
The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ 
centered environment where youth explore and 
grow in their faith. Activities are designed to 
nurture relationships and build a strong, loving 
community. This is a place of acceptance, outreach 
and spirituality.

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday   10 a.m.         Sanctuary Worship
Sunday    5 p.m.    simple church 
simple church tonight: reflections by Rev. Dorothy 

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY

Today - Children’s Sabbath 
11:30 a.m. Bible Study on John’s Gospel, Library
6 p.m. simple supper, FR
Tuesday, October 15   
7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, FR
Wednesday, October 16   
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
9 - 11 a.m. Flu Shot Clinic, SH
7 p.m. Investment Committee Meeting, CR-A
7 p.m. Open Space Hymn & Brew, FR
Saturday, October 19   
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300 
Sunday, October 20 
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH
11:30 a.m. I See A New Church, Round Table 
Discussion, SH
11:30 a.m. Bible Study on John’s Gospel, Library
3 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, SH

Bible Study on John’s Gospel continues
Rev. Larry Young, with Nathan Oney, continues to lead 
the study of this distinctive gospel and what it has to 
offer our own faith.  Anyone may jump in and join the 
discussion at any time, even if they missed the first few 
sessions. (There are extra Bibles to borrow).
Today, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the First UMC Library

simple supper
simple supper is a simple church monthly potluck. 
Sharing a meal has always been a holy act of 
hospitality and of fellowship, and there is no reason to 
make it complicated; bring a dish to share, eat, and 
enjoy. There is no need to RSVP, all are welcome, and 
we will celebrate with those who are present.
Today, 6 p.m. (after simple church) in the Fireside Room

Free Flu Vaccination Clinic 
First UMC and the Health Ministry Council has the 
privilege of hosting one of the first free flu vaccination 
clinics this season to be provided by the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public Health.  Any seniors 
who have been told to get the ‘SENIOR Flu Shot’ dose 
should contact their healthcare provider or pharmacy; 
the public health nurses are not given this special 
dose to administer at the clinics.  No appointments 
necessary.
Wednesday, October 16, 9 - 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser
The Habitat for Humanity Westide Coalition is 
sponsoring a Day at Marie Callender’s.  Marie 
Callender’s will donate 20% of food and beverage 
purchases to Habitat for Humanity of Greater Los 
Angeles (including whole pie purchases and take-
out).  To participate you must present a copy of the 
flyer when you order.  Flyers are found at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table and in the church office. 
Monday, October 21, 7 a.m. - 10 p.m. (Marie Callender’s 
11324 National Blvd. 310.478.0347)

NEW: Livestreaming Sunday Morning Worship
We are now livestreaming Sunday morning Sanctuary worship at 10 a.m. via our Facebook page.  If 

you’re out of town or unable to make it into church, you can still watch the service in real time, or later at 
your convenience. (Barring any technical difficulties.)   Facebook: @santamonicaumc

White Ribbon Memorial
As we approach All Saints Day, First UMC will 
honor those who have died with the White Ribbon 
Memorial.  On the Sundays of October 20, 27, and 
November 3, look for a table set up by the north 
wall of the sanctuary near the prayer quilts.  There, 
before or after service, you may write the names of 
loved ones on a white ribbon (as many as you like or 
one name per ribbon), say a prayer, and tie it to the 
string or place it in the bowl on the table.  Ribbons 
hung in prior years will be rehung this year.  You 
may also come to the Hospitality Table or the church 
office to write a name on a ribbon.  For our All 
Saints Day service on November 3, all ribbons will 
be tied to the string and hung in the sanctuary for 
the worship service.    

Walk the Labyrinth
The Labyrinth laid in the Simkins Hall floor of First 
UMC Santa Monica is a replica of the Chartres 
Labyrinth laid in the French cathedral around 
1220 CE.  Walking the Labyrinth is an ancient 
spiritual practice, a way to quiet our minds and 
open our spirits to the presence of the Holy.  
Every step a prayer. 
Sunday, October 20, 3 - 5 p.m. (last walk starts at 
4:30 p.m., Simkins Hall)

Family Place Community Meal
Community Meal is a committed partnership 
between First UMC and Upward Bound House’s 
Family Place — our local transitional housing 
program for families with young children. First UMC 
works with the staff and residents to provide a 
monthly night of fun and food. If you would like to 
be a part of this meaningful mission, please contact 
the church office (310) 393-8258, or email: meal@
santamonicaumc.org.  Every 4th Thursday of the 
month (unless notated).
Thursday, October 24, 5:30 p.m. Family Place 
(1020 12th St.)

Parents Date Night & Kids Fun Night - 
Register Now

Halloween theme: kids - wear your Halloween 
costumes!  While parents enjoy an evening out, 
children are provided a safe and fun evening of 
games, activities and crafts, pizza dinner, and 
a movie with our trained childcare team.  For 
questions, please contact Tricia Guerrero, Director 
of Children and Youth Ministry at t.guerrero@
santamonicaumc.org or 310-393-8258 (ext. 104). 
Register here: www.santamonicaumc.org/date-
night-2019.
Friday, November 1, 5 - 8 p.m. 2nd Floor Edu Bldg.

Church Charge Conference
Join First UMC for the annual Church Charge 
Conference as we engage in a joyful and 
worshipful celebration of this year’s 
accomplishments.  West District Superintendent 
Rev. Mark M. Nakagawa will preside.  Lunch will 
be served, and child care will be provided.  
No charge.
Sunday, November 10, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Westside Food Bank’s 29th Annual 5k 
Hunger Walk

Join or support First UMC member Russ Whittenburg 
as he walks to help the Westside Food Bank 
celebrate their 29th year of walking for a hunger-
free community.  To register go to:  https://my.wsfb.
org team/251521. 
Sunday, November 10, 12 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Santa 
Monica Ocean View Park

CPR Training at First UMC 
First UMC is pleased to offer CPR Training to 
members of the congregation and community. 
Please email Sarah at: s.rold@santamonicaumc.
org, for more information and to sign up.  You must 
register to attend.
Sunday, November 17, 11:30 a.m. in Simkins Hall



FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry 
Today is Children’s Sabbath, the children stay in 
worship, there is no Sunday School.

United Methodist Youth Fellowship
UMYF Tonight, 6 p.m., Youth Lounge
The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ 
centered environment where youth explore and 
grow in their faith. Activities are designed to 
nurture relationships and build a strong, loving 
community. This is a place of acceptance, outreach 
and spirituality.

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday   10 a.m.         Sanctuary Worship
Sunday    5 p.m.    simple church 
simple church tonight: reflections by Rev. Dorothy 

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
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9 - 11 a.m. Flu Shot Clinic, SH
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the study of this distinctive gospel and what it has to 
offer our own faith.  Anyone may jump in and join the 
discussion at any time, even if they missed the first few 
sessions. (There are extra Bibles to borrow).
Today, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the First UMC Library

simple supper
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hospitality and of fellowship, and there is no reason to 
make it complicated; bring a dish to share, eat, and 
enjoy. There is no need to RSVP, all are welcome, and 
we will celebrate with those who are present.
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Free Flu Vaccination Clinic 
First UMC and the Health Ministry Council has the 
privilege of hosting one of the first free flu vaccination 
clinics this season to be provided by the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public Health.  Any seniors 
who have been told to get the ‘SENIOR Flu Shot’ dose 
should contact their healthcare provider or pharmacy; 
the public health nurses are not given this special 
dose to administer at the clinics.  No appointments 
necessary.
Wednesday, October 16, 9 - 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser
The Habitat for Humanity Westide Coalition is 
sponsoring a Day at Marie Callender’s.  Marie 
Callender’s will donate 20% of food and beverage 
purchases to Habitat for Humanity of Greater Los 
Angeles (including whole pie purchases and take-
out).  To participate you must present a copy of the 
flyer when you order.  Flyers are found at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table and in the church office. 
Monday, October 21, 7 a.m. - 10 p.m. (Marie Callender’s 
11324 National Blvd. 310.478.0347)

NEW: Livestreaming Sunday Morning Worship
We are now livestreaming Sunday morning Sanctuary worship at 10 a.m. via our Facebook page.  If 

you’re out of town or unable to make it into church, you can still watch the service in real time, or later at 
your convenience. (Barring any technical difficulties.)   Facebook: @santamonicaumc
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UMC Santa Monica is a replica of the Chartres 
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open our spirits to the presence of the Holy.  
Every step a prayer. 
Sunday, October 20, 3 - 5 p.m. (last walk starts at 
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Family Place Community Meal
Community Meal is a committed partnership 
between First UMC and Upward Bound House’s 
Family Place — our local transitional housing 
program for families with young children. First UMC 
works with the staff and residents to provide a 
monthly night of fun and food. If you would like to 
be a part of this meaningful mission, please contact 
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month (unless notated).
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(1020 12th St.)

Parents Date Night & Kids Fun Night - 
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Halloween theme: kids - wear your Halloween 
costumes!  While parents enjoy an evening out, 
children are provided a safe and fun evening of 
games, activities and crafts, pizza dinner, and 
a movie with our trained childcare team.  For 
questions, please contact Tricia Guerrero, Director 
of Children and Youth Ministry at t.guerrero@
santamonicaumc.org or 310-393-8258 (ext. 104). 
Register here: www.santamonicaumc.org/date-
night-2019.
Friday, November 1, 5 - 8 p.m. 2nd Floor Edu Bldg.

Church Charge Conference
Join First UMC for the annual Church Charge 
Conference as we engage in a joyful and 
worshipful celebration of this year’s 
accomplishments.  West District Superintendent 
Rev. Mark M. Nakagawa will preside.  Lunch will 
be served, and child care will be provided.  
No charge.
Sunday, November 10, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Westside Food Bank’s 29th Annual 5k 
Hunger Walk

Join or support First UMC member Russ Whittenburg 
as he walks to help the Westside Food Bank 
celebrate their 29th year of walking for a hunger-
free community.  To register go to:  https://my.wsfb.
org team/251521. 
Sunday, November 10, 12 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Santa 
Monica Ocean View Park

CPR Training at First UMC 
First UMC is pleased to offer CPR Training to 
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Please email Sarah at: s.rold@santamonicaumc.
org, for more information and to sign up.  You must 
register to attend.
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES OPEN INVITATIONS F O C U S    O N

October 13, 2019    
First UMC Membership

Membership is a celebration of the fact that someone 
belongs to our faith community in connection and 
commitment.  Our belonging promotes service to and 
with each other, values mutual care, and develops 
meaningful and supportive relationships.  Becoming 
a member of First UMC is an act of publicly entering 
into a relationship with our faith community.  The church 
offers thanks and welcome in the spirit of belonging to 
one another.  At First UMC, we belong to God and to 
one another.
If you have questions on becoming a member of First 
UMC, please contact one of our Pastors. 

For a list of the pastors’ email addresses, refer to 
the back of the Order of Worship, go to the Sunday 
Hospitality Table, or call the church office.

UMCOR - Hurricane Dorian
As Hurricane Dorian continued to threaten the U.S. 
east coast, United Methodists were connecting with 
Methodists in the Bahamas to continue relief efforts.
Go to: https://www.umnews.org/en/category/
mission-and-ministry.

West Side Food Bank
Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the 
Westside Food Bank.  Food bins can be found 
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool.  
For the month of October we are collecting 
instant soups.

For more information, or to learn about our 
ministries and missions, go to 
www.santamonicaumc.org.

LOOKING FORWARD

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION

I See a  _________ Church!

Let’s eat, talk, pray, and dream together!

On Sunday, October 20, we’ll gather around 
tables in Simkins Hall following worship for a time 
of discussion and discernment.  Led by our pastors, 
Lay Leadership Team, and Church Council, this 
will be a special time together to consider such things as:

• where we see new life emerging in our congregation
• how we dream a future for our United Methodist Church
• opportunities for mission and outreach in our community, nation and world
• how God might be calling you and me into new ministries of love and service

These discussions across the churches in our California-Pacific Annual Conference come at the request of 
our bishop and district superintendent.  Our reflections here at First UMC will include this congregation-wide 
conversation on October 20 as well as similar conversations with our youth, simple church, Open Space, and 
the Men’s Breakfast Bible Study.

Our Lay Leadership Team (Sherry Erlandson, Todd Erlandson, Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, Mike Olsson and 
our pastors) will compile our reflections, hopes, questions, and dreams into an affirmation of renewal and 
rededication to be presented at our Church/Charge Conference with our superintendent, Mark Nakagawa, 
on Sunday, November 10.

Make plans now to stay after worship October 20 for this wonderful, enlivening time with one another!

Sunday, October 20, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. in Simkins Hall

Preschool Fall Festival 

Stay after church Sunday, October 27 as the First UMC Preschool kicks off their new school year!  
Fall Festival fun includes a bounce house, slide, photo booth, a Chili Cook-Off (bring in your favorite chili 
and enter the contest!) bake sale, taco truck, teacher Ms. Astrid’s Ethiopian food, and so much more!  
We look forward to the coming year of educating youth and building community. Come celebrate with us!   
www.santamonicaumc.org/preschool.    

Sunday, October 27, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. in the First UMC Courtyard/Simkins Hall
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