FAMILY INFO

—Nursery Care is available at 9:30 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.
—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway
west of the Fireside Room.
— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously.
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth,
and adults.

WORSHIP INFO

—We are now welcoming you to also use the parking garage
pedestrian entrance/exit on Washington. The gate will remain unlocked
for convenience on Sundays between the hours of 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.
—Tricia Guerrero and Nathan Oney are leading First UMC’s
participation in today’s Home Run for Kids as they “pray with their feet”
to benefit Upward Bound House.
—We welcome guest organist Dr. Brian Driscoll. Dr. Driscoll is currently
the Chair of the Music Department at Santa Monica College. He
received his doctorate from UCLA, studying organ with our former
organist, Dr. Thomas Harmon.
—In case of an emergency, please direct your attention to one of
the scheduled ushers, head usher, or Sunday coordinator David Penson.
—Flowers: “In memory of Mary Knowlton on her birthday, given by her
family, Richard, Yolanda, Jonathan and Jared.”
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be
on your mind! We’re here to serve you.
—To request prayers, fill in a Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card and place
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Stop by the Fireside Room to see a selection of artwork by John
August Swanson from the collection of First UMC member Meg Flanders,
held in her memory.
—Next Sunday: Rev. Patricia Farris will preach.
—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank. In February,
please bring canned tuna. You may leave items in the bin located outside
the Sanctuary.

God is real. God is love.

Every person matters. You matter.
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Together we can change the world.
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WORSHIP
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany • February 9, 2020
...if you offer your food to the hungry and
satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your
light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom
be like the noonday. The Lord will guide you
continually, and satisfy your needs in parched
places, and make your bones strong; and you
shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of
water, whose waters never fail.
—Isaiah 58:10-11
W E G AT H E R

WELCOME 				
PRELUDE

Rev. Patricia Farris

America the Beautiful (Calvin Hampton)

Dr. Brian Driscoll, Guest Organist

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #185 United Methodist Hymnal — When Morning Gilds the Skies
*CALL TO WORSHIP 					
Ron Theile, Lay Lector
Have we not known? Have we not heard?
Has it not been told to us since the beginning?
Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;
They shall mount up with wings like eagles;
They shall run and not be weary,
They shall walk and not faint.

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
“Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength."

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 					
		
Please greet those worshipping near you.

Rev. Farris

F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA

1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403 www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258

*

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices. Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE				

Ann Wilson

#2233 The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong

This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.
As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one
another, as Jesus taught to do.
As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes in Room 206.

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE 		

		Moments for Mission — Upward Bound House		

Rev. Larry Young
Kim Defenderfer

We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service.
		
Thanks be to God!

“...for the World!”		

CHORAL RESPONSE
WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES 				

Rev. Young

Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made
out to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card
in the offering plate. Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are accepted at the Sunday
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director
I Will Not Leave You Comfortless (Everett Titcomb)
I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to you yet again: Alleluia. And your heart shall be joyful.
Alleluia.

Ron Theile

*RESPONSE #94 UMH — The Doxology
*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 				

THE GOSPEL Matthew 5:13-16 (Pew Bible page 4, N.T.)
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God!
SERMON

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE OFFERTORY

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

THE LESSON Isaiah 58:1-12 (Pew Bible pages 688-689, O.T.)
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God!

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Rev. Farris

Rev. Young

Holy God, help us to remember all you have done for us out of your unending
love. Help us to look inside ourselves, but also to look beyond to those who need
our help. O God, may we always live in your love. Be with us as a strong and wise
friend, and teach us to walk by the light of your truth. Amen.

WE RESPOND
WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

INVITATION TO PRAYER #206 UMH — I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
LISTENING FOR THE VOICE OF GOD				

Ron Theile

SILENT PRAYER & PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN #2242 TFWS — Walk with Me
*BENEDICTION			
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Music for a Festival (Calvin Hampton)

Rev. Farris
Dr. Driscoll

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world.
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.
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As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices. Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.

OPEN INVITATIONS

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
UMCOR - Puerto Rican Disaster Response

Give now to support the immediate needs of
Puerto Ricans impacted by a devastating string of
earthquakes.
www.umcmission.org/umcor

West Side Food Bank

Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool.
For the month of February we are collecting
canned tuna.

For more information, or to learn about our
ministries and missions, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org.

Lectionary Scripture Discussion

A lectionary is a collection of readings or selections
from the Scriptures, arranged and intended for
proclamation during the worship of the people of God.
The lectionary provides a guide to those who wish to
read, study, and pray the Bible in tune with the church’s
prayer and preaching. Center your mind by joining
the conversation! The coffee is hot and the discussion is
engaging. Come and go as you need – and prepare for
worship with deeper insight and understanding.
Sundays: 9 a.m. – 9:45 a.m., in the Fireside Room

Men’s Breakfast

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is a weekly meeting
where men of all ages and generations gather to
ground themselves in the Holy Scripture. As men try to
navigate the stresses and complexities of this modern
world and daily life, Men’s Breakfast is a place for
community, prayer and fellowship through the sharing of
God’s Holy word. Come by as your schedule permits.
Tuesdays: 7 a.m., Fireside Room

LOOKING FORWARD
Let's All Support Our Youth!

In June the First UMC Youth will be going to spend
a week working with an organization called the
Appalachia Service Project. They have been active
in the Appalachian Mountains doing home repair
for over 40 years. The Appalachian Mountain
Region is one of the poorest parts of our country.
Through their service they will help to repair the
homes of some folks who really need the assistance.
This way they can have a safe, warm and dry home
to live.

• Send a tax-deductible contribution, payable to:
First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica
(you can write First UMC) 1008 11th St., Santa
Monica, CA 90403
In memo line, write: Youth Service Project
• OR Donate online through our website:
www.santamonicaumc.org/ysp
As part of their fundraising efforts for the trip, the
Youth will be selling reusable metal water bottles
after worship on Sunday, February 23. Stop by their
table after worship to get
yours!
Sunday, February 23,
11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

FOCUS ON

GENERAL CONFERENCE REPORT BACK

February 9, 2020							

Many of you have seen stories in the press about
conflict within the United Methodist Church and
plans for our future. Unfortunately, much of what
has been written is inaccurate. I don’t really blame
the reporters—it’s sometimes hard enough for
those of us in the church to sort it all out, let alone
those with very limited knowledge of our history,
governance, and polity.

by Rev. Patricia Farris

Rev. Patricia Farris speaking at a past
General Conference Report Back

I continue to work closely with a number of groups in the many conversations regarding a path forward.
I will look forward to sharing these developments with you at our next UMC Report Back next
Sunday, February 16 following worship and will do my best to explain where are, what is still under much
discussion, and what may transpire between now and our next General Conference in May.
I continue to trust God’s presence in the midst of it all. I’ve even joked that when the Book of Genesis
describes God’s Spirit hovering over the waters of chaos to bring forth creation, the story doesn’t tell us
just how long the Spirit hovered until the time was right to set everything in motion!
I encourage you to hold steady and remain fervent in prayer. I believe that God can work through a lessthan-perfect church to create something new grounded in love of all God’s children and empowered for
God’s mission in the world.

Next Sunday, February 16, 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. in the Fireside Room
F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA

1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403 • 310-393-8258

www.santamonicaumc.org • info@santamonicaumc.org
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FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY (CONTINUED)

C
Walk the Labyrinth

WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday 10 a.m. 		
Sanctuary Worship
Sunday 5 p.m. 		
simple church
simple church tonight - reflections by Nathan Oney

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

Today
8 a.m. Upward Bound House Home Run for Kids, OS
11:30 a.m. Bible Study on John’s Gospel, Room 101
6 p.m. simple supper, FR (after simple church)
Tuesday, February 11
7 a.m. Men's Breakfast, FR
Wednesday, February 12
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
12:10 p.m. Mid-Week Recital/Reception, S/FR
4 p.m. Trustee Meeting, CR-A
Thursday, February 13
6:30 p.m. Financial Peace University, Room 301A
Friday, February 14
5 p.m. Parents Night Out/Kids Fun Night, 2nd. Fl.
Edu Bldg. (registration closed)
Saturday, February 15
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, February 16 - Children's Church
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH
11:15 a.m. General Conference Report-Back, FR
11:30 a.m. Bible Study on John’s Gospel, canceled
3 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, SH
Monday, February 17 - Presidents Day, church
campus closed

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
February Theme: Leaders of the Community
Today: Sunday School in Room 206

FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Bible Study on John’s Gospel

The Gospel of John contains some of the most
beloved passages in our Bible but also some of the
most confounding and opaque. It was written for
a particular culture at a particular time in Christian
history different from our own. Rev. Larry Young
with Nathan Oney continue leading a study of this
distinctive gospel and what it has to offer our own
faith. No advance signup needed—just come, and
bring a Bible!
Today, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in Room 101
(note next week's Study canceled)

simple supper

simple supper is a simple church monthly potluck.
Sharing a meal has always been a holy act of
hospitality and of fellowship, and there is no reason
to make it complicated; bring a dish to share, eat,
and enjoy. There is no need to RSVP, all are welcome,
and we will celebrate with those who are present.
Tonight, 6 p.m. in the Fireside Room (after simple church)

February Mid-Week Recital

Feburary's Mid-Week Recital features Susan
Greenberg, flute; Christina Montes Mateo, harp.
Presented by Dr. James E. Smith, Music Director, the
Mid-Week Recital Series is held January – May on
the second Wednesdays of the month. These monthly
concerts are free and open to the public and perfect
for your lunch break. Recitals begin promptly at
12:10 p.m. and are followed by a reception with the
artists. To see the complete list of 2020 recitals, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series.
Wednesday, February 12, 12:10 - 12:40 p.m., in the
Sanctuary, reception in the Fireside Room

United Methodist Youth Fellowship
6 - 8:30 p.m. Youth Meeting, Youth Lounge

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.

If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

The Labyrinth is open from 3 - 5 p.m. on the third
Sunday of the month, with the last walk at 4:30
p.m. Enjoy the meditative Labyrinth, then stay
for the contemplative simple church service in the
Chapel at 5 p.m. Walking the Labyrinth is an
ancient spiritual practice, a way to quiet our minds
and open our spirits to the presence of the Holy.
If you’ve never been before, there are printed
instructions to help with your walking meditation.
Take an hour for yourself in this “device-free” zone.
Every step a prayer.
Next Sunday, February 16, 3 - 5 p.m. in Simkins Hall

Ash Wednesday Services

Ash Wednesday begins
the season of Lent - a time
of introspection and selfexamination of our lives and
relationship with God. The
ritual of the ashes represent
a visual reminder of the day
as we pause to remember our
physical limits in contrast to the infinity of God.
Here at First UMC, we offer two Ash Wednesday
services in the Chapel. The ashes used for the
services come from the burned palms of last
year’s Palm Sunday Service. We invite you to
this intimate and reflective service that marks the
beginning of the Lenten season.
Ash Wednesday Services: February 26, 12:30 p.m. &
7:30 p.m., in the Chapel

Lenten Yoga Series

In this coming season of spiritual dedication, Open
Space will be inviting people of all ages to add
the spiritual discipline of yoga to your Lenten
practice. Led by Kristia Oney, the series will
incorporate gentle, restorative, and energizing
physical movement (with modifications for all
mobility and flexibility levels) along with guidance
through scripture, connecting body, mind, and spirit
to help us settle into this season with intention.
Begins Wednesday, March 4, 7 p.m. in the Fireside
Room

Family Place Community Meal

For four years simple church has hosted the monthly
potluck Community Meal with Upward Bound
House’s Family Place. Upward Bound House provides
homeless families with housing and supportive
services to suit their specific needs. They empower
parents and their children to obtain housing stability,
build healthy relationships, and enjoy emotional and
financial well-being. The Community Meal potluck is
an opportunity to help feed about 30-40 adults &
children, served buffet style. Invite your friends and
join the next potluck for an evening of conversation,
crafts/games with the kids, and a shared meal.
For more information, contact the Community Meal
Volunteers by emailing: meal@santamonicaumc.org
or call the church office (310) 393-8258.
Thursday, February 27, 5:30 p.m. Family Place (1020
12th St., SM)

When Did That Happen?! Recognizing &
Supporting Your Role as a Caregiver

Have you (perhaps unexpectedly) discovered that
you are a caregiver to an older adult relative or
spouse? Have you been struggling to balance your
own life with caregiving responsibilities and are
wondering what resources might be available to
help in the local Santa Monica area? Have you
heard of an Advance Health Care Directive, but just
haven’t gotten around to learning more about it yet?
If so, then this is the seminar for YOU! Join us as we
converse with Anya Kaufman, LCSW, from WISE &
Healthy Aging, on Sunday, March 1. We’ll explore
the realities of being thrust into the Caregiving role
and how to seek out and accept support to enhance
your life and that of your Care Recipient. Stop
by our well-stocked Resource Table to fill-up on
educational materials, broch ures and pamphlets
that will surely prove useful and informative.
Contact Anne Premer with questions: a.premer@
santamonicaumc.org. Childcare provided.
Sunday, March 1, 11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., in
the Fireside Room
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6 p.m. simple supper, FR (after simple church)
Tuesday, February 11
7 a.m. Men's Breakfast, FR
Wednesday, February 12
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
12:10 p.m. Mid-Week Recital/Reception, S/FR
4 p.m. Trustee Meeting, CR-A
Thursday, February 13
6:30 p.m. Financial Peace University, Room 301A
Friday, February 14
5 p.m. Parents Night Out/Kids Fun Night, 2nd. Fl.
Edu Bldg. (registration closed)
Saturday, February 15
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, February 16 - Children's Church
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH
11:15 a.m. General Conference Report-Back, FR
11:30 a.m. Bible Study on John’s Gospel, canceled
3 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, SH
Monday, February 17 - Presidents Day, church
campus closed

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
February Theme: Leaders of the Community
Today: Sunday School in Room 206

FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Bible Study on John’s Gospel

The Gospel of John contains some of the most
beloved passages in our Bible but also some of the
most confounding and opaque. It was written for
a particular culture at a particular time in Christian
history different from our own. Rev. Larry Young
with Nathan Oney continue leading a study of this
distinctive gospel and what it has to offer our own
faith. No advance signup needed—just come, and
bring a Bible!
Today, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in Room 101
(note next week's Study canceled)

simple supper

simple supper is a simple church monthly potluck.
Sharing a meal has always been a holy act of
hospitality and of fellowship, and there is no reason
to make it complicated; bring a dish to share, eat,
and enjoy. There is no need to RSVP, all are welcome,
and we will celebrate with those who are present.
Tonight, 6 p.m. in the Fireside Room (after simple church)

February Mid-Week Recital

Feburary's Mid-Week Recital features Susan
Greenberg, flute; Christina Montes Mateo, harp.
Presented by Dr. James E. Smith, Music Director, the
Mid-Week Recital Series is held January – May on
the second Wednesdays of the month. These monthly
concerts are free and open to the public and perfect
for your lunch break. Recitals begin promptly at
12:10 p.m. and are followed by a reception with the
artists. To see the complete list of 2020 recitals, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series.
Wednesday, February 12, 12:10 - 12:40 p.m., in the
Sanctuary, reception in the Fireside Room

United Methodist Youth Fellowship
6 - 8:30 p.m. Youth Meeting, Youth Lounge

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.

If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

The Labyrinth is open from 3 - 5 p.m. on the third
Sunday of the month, with the last walk at 4:30
p.m. Enjoy the meditative Labyrinth, then stay
for the contemplative simple church service in the
Chapel at 5 p.m. Walking the Labyrinth is an
ancient spiritual practice, a way to quiet our minds
and open our spirits to the presence of the Holy.
If you’ve never been before, there are printed
instructions to help with your walking meditation.
Take an hour for yourself in this “device-free” zone.
Every step a prayer.
Next Sunday, February 16, 3 - 5 p.m. in Simkins Hall

Ash Wednesday Services

Ash Wednesday begins
the season of Lent - a time
of introspection and selfexamination of our lives and
relationship with God. The
ritual of the ashes represent
a visual reminder of the day
as we pause to remember our
physical limits in contrast to the infinity of God.
Here at First UMC, we offer two Ash Wednesday
services in the Chapel. The ashes used for the
services come from the burned palms of last
year’s Palm Sunday Service. We invite you to
this intimate and reflective service that marks the
beginning of the Lenten season.
Ash Wednesday Services: February 26, 12:30 p.m. &
7:30 p.m., in the Chapel

Lenten Yoga Series

In this coming season of spiritual dedication, Open
Space will be inviting people of all ages to add
the spiritual discipline of yoga to your Lenten
practice. Led by Kristia Oney, the series will
incorporate gentle, restorative, and energizing
physical movement (with modifications for all
mobility and flexibility levels) along with guidance
through scripture, connecting body, mind, and spirit
to help us settle into this season with intention.
Begins Wednesday, March 4, 7 p.m. in the Fireside
Room

Family Place Community Meal

For four years simple church has hosted the monthly
potluck Community Meal with Upward Bound
House’s Family Place. Upward Bound House provides
homeless families with housing and supportive
services to suit their specific needs. They empower
parents and their children to obtain housing stability,
build healthy relationships, and enjoy emotional and
financial well-being. The Community Meal potluck is
an opportunity to help feed about 30-40 adults &
children, served buffet style. Invite your friends and
join the next potluck for an evening of conversation,
crafts/games with the kids, and a shared meal.
For more information, contact the Community Meal
Volunteers by emailing: meal@santamonicaumc.org
or call the church office (310) 393-8258.
Thursday, February 27, 5:30 p.m. Family Place (1020
12th St., SM)

When Did That Happen?! Recognizing &
Supporting Your Role as a Caregiver

Have you (perhaps unexpectedly) discovered that
you are a caregiver to an older adult relative or
spouse? Have you been struggling to balance your
own life with caregiving responsibilities and are
wondering what resources might be available to
help in the local Santa Monica area? Have you
heard of an Advance Health Care Directive, but just
haven’t gotten around to learning more about it yet?
If so, then this is the seminar for YOU! Join us as we
converse with Anya Kaufman, LCSW, from WISE &
Healthy Aging, on Sunday, March 1. We’ll explore
the realities of being thrust into the Caregiving role
and how to seek out and accept support to enhance
your life and that of your Care Recipient. Stop
by our well-stocked Resource Table to fill-up on
educational materials, broch ures and pamphlets
that will surely prove useful and informative.
Contact Anne Premer with questions: a.premer@
santamonicaumc.org. Childcare provided.
Sunday, March 1, 11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., in
the Fireside Room

OPEN INVITATIONS

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
UMCOR - Puerto Rican Disaster Response

Give now to support the immediate needs of
Puerto Ricans impacted by a devastating string of
earthquakes.
www.umcmission.org/umcor

West Side Food Bank

Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool.
For the month of February we are collecting
canned tuna.

For more information, or to learn about our
ministries and missions, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org.

Lectionary Scripture Discussion

A lectionary is a collection of readings or selections
from the Scriptures, arranged and intended for
proclamation during the worship of the people of God.
The lectionary provides a guide to those who wish to
read, study, and pray the Bible in tune with the church’s
prayer and preaching. Center your mind by joining
the conversation! The coffee is hot and the discussion is
engaging. Come and go as you need – and prepare for
worship with deeper insight and understanding.
Sundays: 9 a.m. – 9:45 a.m., in the Fireside Room

Men’s Breakfast

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is a weekly meeting
where men of all ages and generations gather to
ground themselves in the Holy Scripture. As men try to
navigate the stresses and complexities of this modern
world and daily life, Men’s Breakfast is a place for
community, prayer and fellowship through the sharing of
God’s Holy word. Come by as your schedule permits.
Tuesdays: 7 a.m., Fireside Room

LOOKING FORWARD
Let's All Support Our Youth!

In June the First UMC Youth will be going to spend
a week working with an organization called the
Appalachia Service Project. They have been active
in the Appalachian Mountains doing home repair
for over 40 years. The Appalachian Mountain
Region is one of the poorest parts of our country.
Through their service they will help to repair the
homes of some folks who really need the assistance.
This way they can have a safe, warm and dry home
to live.

• Send a tax-deductible contribution, payable to:
First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica
(you can write First UMC) 1008 11th St., Santa
Monica, CA 90403
In memo line, write: Youth Service Project
• OR Donate online through our website:
www.santamonicaumc.org/ysp
As part of their fundraising efforts for the trip, the
Youth will be selling reusable metal water bottles
after worship on Sunday, February 23. Stop by their
table after worship to get
yours!
Sunday, February 23,
11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

FOCUS ON

GENERAL CONFERENCE REPORT BACK

February 9, 2020							

Many of you have seen stories in the press about
conflict within the United Methodist Church and
plans for our future. Unfortunately, much of what
has been written is inaccurate. I don’t really blame
the reporters—it’s sometimes hard enough for
those of us in the church to sort it all out, let alone
those with very limited knowledge of our history,
governance, and polity.

by Rev. Patricia Farris

Rev. Patricia Farris speaking at a past
General Conference Report Back

I continue to work closely with a number of groups in the many conversations regarding a path forward.
I will look forward to sharing these developments with you at our next UMC Report Back next
Sunday, February 16 following worship and will do my best to explain where are, what is still under much
discussion, and what may transpire between now and our next General Conference in May.
I continue to trust God’s presence in the midst of it all. I’ve even joked that when the Book of Genesis
describes God’s Spirit hovering over the waters of chaos to bring forth creation, the story doesn’t tell us
just how long the Spirit hovered until the time was right to set everything in motion!
I encourage you to hold steady and remain fervent in prayer. I believe that God can work through a lessthan-perfect church to create something new grounded in love of all God’s children and empowered for
God’s mission in the world.

Next Sunday, February 16, 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. in the Fireside Room
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