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Second Sunday in Lent  •  March 8, 2020

 Asterisks indicate standing if you are able. As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.  *  

“For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

may not perish but may have eternal life.”
 —John 3:16 

F I RST  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H  o f   SA N TA  M O N I CA
1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403 www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258

God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.
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—Nursery Care is available at 9:30 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education 
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the 
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway 
west of the Fireside Room.  

— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously. 
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to 
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth, 
and adults.

—We are now welcoming you to also use the parking garage 
pedestrian entrance/exit on Washington.  The gate will remain unlocked 
for convenience on Sundays between the hours of 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.
—In case of an emergency, please direct your attention to one of 
the scheduled ushers, head usher, or Sunday coordinator David Penson.
—Flowers at the Reredos: Dried floral arrangements at the reredos help 
to remind us of our Lenten Discipline during the season of Lent.
—Now is the time to donate toward the purchase of Easter Flowers for 
Easter Sunday morning worship in celebration of a loved one, an event, 
a joy, or a remembrance. Stop by the Sunday Hospitality Table or call, 
email or mail your dedication (please print clearly) along with $12 per 
plant to the church office. Deadline to order is April 5.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall during Coffee Fellowship 
for information about programs and events here at First UMC, or to ask 
whatever might be on your mind!  We’re here to serve you. 
—To request prayers, fill in a Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card and place 
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Next Sunday: Third Sunday in Lent; Rev. Patricia Farris will preach.

—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank.  In March, 
please bring canned fruits and vegetables. You may leave items in the 
bin located outside the Sanctuary.
—Stop by the Pennies for Haiti fundraiser in Simkins Hall today and 
the next two Sundays after worship as First UMC continues fundraising 
efforts for the people of Haiti.
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WELCOME     Tricia Guerrero 

PRELUDE     Prelude in C Minor  (J. S. Bach)  Ty Woodward, Organ
*CENTERING ON GOD   
  Please stand and turn toward the cross in the center aisle.

#484 United Methodist Hymnal — Kyrie Eleison             
  From Psalm 121         Jill Obery Dodd, Lay Lector

#484 UMH — Kyrie Eleison 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN    
  #120 UMH — Your Love, O God

*CALL TO WORSHIP          
O God of many names, lover of all peoples;
We pray for peace in our hearts and homes, in our nations, and in our world.
We pray for the peace of your will, the peace of our need.
O Christ, our friend and guide, passing through darkness to make it light,
Be our companion that we may fear no evil and bring us to life and glory.

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
“Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all within me bless His holy name; bless the Lord, O my soul."



Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST   Tricia Guerrero
  Please greet those worshipping near you.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Tricia Guerrero
  #191 UMH - Jesus Loves Me

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to him belong; 
they are weak, but he is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, 
Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

 As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.
   

I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to 
love one another, as Jesus taught to do.

As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes in Room 206. 

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE    Nathan Oney 
  Moments for Mission - Haiti   Todd Erlandson

We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service.
  Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM          The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director
Recollection of Joy (Donna J. Butler)
I thank my God when I remember you, for He has blessed my life with yours.  With ev’ry prayer of 
mine for you, I’m filled with joy; for I hold you in my heart.  And I pray that your love may abound yet 
more in knowledge and in all judgment; that you may approve excellent things; that you may be sincere 
being filled with the fruits of righteousness unto the glory and praise of God.  Grace to you and peace 
to you, from God our Father, Christ our Lord.  Oh, I thank my God when I remember you.

 W E  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D

 W E  R E S P O N D

THE GOSPEL    John 3:1-17  (Pew Bible pages 93-94, N.T.) Jill Obery Dodd
The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God!

SERMON      "Bridges of Love"  Rev. Patricia Farris

 W E  G O  F O R T H  T O  S E R V E

*HYMN    #2175 TFWS — Together We Serve  

*BENEDICTION   Rev. Farris

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 

 POSTLUDE       Fugue in C Minor (J. S. Bach)   Ty WoodwardINVITATION TO PRAYER     #2171 The Faith We Sing  — Make Me a Channel of Your Peace (verse 1)        

 LISTENING FOR THE VOICE OF GOD    Nathan Oney

SILENT PRAYER  AND PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response:  Lord, have mercy. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

CHORAL RESPONSE 

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES     Tricia Guerrero                                                                 
Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made 
out to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card 
in the offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are accepted at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

THE OFFERTORY          The Chancel Choir
Anand Darcie, solo 

Deep River (arr. René Clausen)
Oh, deep river, my home is over Jordan, deep river, Lord, I want to cross over into campground.
Oh, don’t you want to go to that gospel feast, that promised land where all is peace? Deep river, 
Lord, I want to cross over into campground.

*RESPONSE  #95  UMH — The Doxology

*UNISON  PRAYER OF DEDICATION      Tricia Guerrero
Holy God, giver of Life, we thank you for raising us up and joining us together 
as one people, your people, flesh and bone in the body of Christ.  As you have 
delivered us from death, use our lives to proclaim the good news of new life in 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES OPEN INVITATIONS
Health Ministry Council

Through God’s love, the Health Ministry Council works 
to promote wellness in individuals, the church, and the 
community.  The council supports the mission of First 
UMC, plans and implements programs and activities 
that promote physical, mental and spiritual well-being 
and healing, and serves as an advocate for health and 
safety concerns.  For more information about the Council, 
or to volunteer, call the church office (310) 393-8258.

Men’s Breakfast
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is a weekly meeting 
where men of all ages and generations gather to 
ground themselves in the Holy Scripture. As men try to 
navigate the stresses and complexities of this modern 
world and daily life, Men’s Breakfast is a place for 
community, prayer and fellowship through the sharing of 
God’s Holy word. Come by as your schedule permits. 
Tuesdays: 7 a.m., Fireside Room

UMCOR joins coronavirus fight
Working to support the efforts of local partners 
in China dealing with the coronavirus crisis, the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief is sending an 
emergency grant to Amity Foundation in Nanjing, 
China. The grant will immediately enable infection, 
prevention and control measures to limit the spread 
of respiratory diseases such as the new virus. 

Just Added: Tennessee tornadoes response 
Please join us in prayer for the families, communities, 
United Methodist churches and general agencies 
impacted by this disaster. Join and support the relief 
effort by giving to United States Disaster Response.
For both responses: www.umcmission.org/umcor

West Side Food Bank
Non-perishable food is collected every Sunday to 
benefit the Westside Food Bank.  Food bins can be 
found outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool.  
For the month of March we are collecting 
canned fruits and vegetables.

F O C U S    O N COMMUNITY EVENT
March 8, 2020        

Time for Wearin’ of the Green
Come next Sunday for the 21st Annual St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon!  The event includes lunch and a 
robust and rousing sing-along led by Carol Reich, with the gaily Gaelic piano stylings of Laura Farrand.  
This is a family friendly event, and children will be provided seasonal crafting materials.  Tickets are 
$8.50 each, children under 5 admitted for free. Tickets are on sale now next to the Hospitality Table.  
Don’t forget to wear green! 

Next Sunday, March 15, 11:15 a.m. in Simkins Hall 

APRIL 5:  PALM SUNDAY
  10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
A family favorite, Palm Sunday is a day of celebration and 
festivities.  Celebrate Jesus’s arrival into Jerusalem by waving 
palm leaves in the sanctuary.  After service, enjoy a family 
brunch at no charge. Take a photo with the Easter Bunny, 
decorate some eggs, and bring your basket for the annual 
Egg Hunt!  (nursery care provided)

APRIL 10:  GOOD FRIDAY
     Prayer Vigil   9 a.m. -  9 p.m., First UMC Chapel
Be Still With Jesus: Chapel open for mindful and 
watchful prayer, and meditation.

    Community Mid-Day Service  12 p.m., 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (958 Lincoln Blvd)  

    Good Friday Labyrinth Walk   1 – 9 p.m., Simkins Hall. 
Walk in silence to look within.

APRIL 11:  simple church EASTER VIGIL
   7:30 p.m. Courtyard/Chapel
An ancient liturgy of Light, Word, and Communion

APRIL 12:  EASTER SUNDAY
   6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service 
Palisades Park (Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)
Bring fresh flowers for the cross, and a lawn chair or blankets.  
Hot coffee served.

   10 a.m. Easter Celebration Worship
First UMC Sanctuary  
Family Service, Choir, Brass, Organ, Lilies, and Alleluias!
(nursery care provided)

Holy Week 2020
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FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

CHILDREN & YOUTH

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday   10 a.m.         Sanctuary Worship
Sunday    5 p.m.    simple church 
simple church tonight - reflections by Nathan Oney 

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY

Today - Second Sunday in Lent • Daylight Saving 
Time begins
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti, Alcove
11:15 a.m. Village Parent Group, Room 203 
11:30 a.m. Bible Study on John’s Gospel, Room 101
6 p.m. simple supper (after simple church), FR
Tuesday, March 10
7 a.m. Men's Breakfast, FR
Wednesday, March 11
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
12:10 p.m. Mid-Week Recital/Reception, S/FR
7 p.m. Lenten Yoga, SH (*note room change)
Thursday, March 12 
6:30 p.m. Financial Peace University, Room 301A
(last session)
Saturday, March 14
4:30 - 6 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/SH
Sunday, March 15 - Third Sunday in Lent,
Children's Church
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti, Alcove
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Alcove
11:15 a.m. St. Patrick's Day Luncheon, SH
11:30 a.m. Bible Study on John’s Gospel, Room 101
3 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, SH

March Mid-Week Recital
The March Mid-Week Recital features Sergey 
Kosemyan, cello; Anna Markosyan, piano; Vladimir 
Khonyakov, piano. All three musicians have had 
international careers as chamber musicians and 
soloists. Presented by Dr. James E. Smith, Music 
Director, the Mid-Week Recital Series is held 
January – May on the second Wednesdays of the 
month.  These monthly concerts are free and open to 
the public and perfect for your lunch break.  Recitals 
begin promptly at 12:10 p.m. and are followed by 
a reception with the artists.  To see the complete list 
of 2020 recitals, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/
mid-week-recital-series.
Wednesday, March 11, 12:10 - 12:40 p.m., in the 
Sanctuary, reception in the Fireside Room 

Lenten Yoga Series
In this season of spiritual dedication, Open Space 
invites people of all ages to add the spiritual 
discipline of yoga to your Lenten practice.  Led 
by Kristia Oney, the series will incorporate gentle, 
restorative, and energizing physical movement (with 
modifications for all mobility and flexibility levels) 
along with guidance through scripture, connecting 
body, mind, and spirit to help us settle into this 
season with intention. Bring your mat if you have one.
Wednesday, March 11, 7 p.m. in Simkins Hall 
Series runs though April 1, Wednesday nights.

March Messy Church
The March Messy Church theme is “Messy Lent.” Lent 
is a season for growing in God’s love, and all of us, 
whether children or adults, still have a lot of growing 
up to do! That’s why many people choose to give 
something up this time of year, and it is also why 
we gather together.  Playing games, making crafts, 
praying together, listening to Bible stories, and 
sharing a meal all help us to learn and grow toward 
a faith that embraces the messiness of life. We hope 
you will join us for an evening of fun as we grow 
together in God’s love. 
Saturday, March 14, 4:30 - 6 p.m. Chapel/Simkins Hall

Children’s Ministry
March Theme: Observing Lent in Community  
Today: Mary Anoints Jesus, John 12:1-8

United Methodist Youth Fellowship
6 - 8:30 p.m. Youth Meeting, Youth Lounge

Faith in Action, Together
All are invited on March 22 as Faith in Action 
Sunday will be extended to the entire First UMC 
community for the first ever all-church Faith in 
Action Together project!  The children and youth 
will lead the congregation in assembling 100 lunch 
sacks and care cards for The People Concern.  The 
People Concern is a local organization that believes 
everyone should be housed, healthy, and safe 
and strives to empower the most vulnerable and 
traumatized members of the community – those who 
are chronically homeless, dealing with severe mental 
or physical illness or substance addiction, victims of 
domestic violence and challenged youth.  So, bring 
the whole family and invite your friends and let’s 
put our faith in action together as one community. 
Check out: santamonicaumc.org/faith-in-action
Sunday, March 22, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Lay Leadership Team and “I See a New   
  Church” Contact Info

The lay leadship team of Michael Olsson, Jocelyn 
Hicks-Garner, Sherry Erlandson and Todd Erlandson 
invite you to email your comments, questions and 
ideas to: leadership@santamonicaumc.org. 
To read the I See a New Church Statement from 
the Lay Leadership team presented at Charge 
Conference, go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/new-church, 
or pick up a copy at the Hospitalty Table.

Be the Hope Waterbottles
There are still Be the Hope waterbottles available 
from the UMYF Fundraiser!  The bottles are a sturdy, 
reusable, metal water bottle, custom 
designed with the church logo and Be 
the Hope message. $20 per bottle, all 
proceeds go towards building supplies 
needed for home repairs, travel 
expenses and accommodations for this 
summer's Youth Service Project trip.  
Stop by the Hospitality Table, and get 
one while supplies last! 

Pennies for Haiti
Each of the last several years, our church has collected 
spare change and other donations in a program we 
call Pennies for Haiti.  The funds that we raise are 
used to purchase baby goats for our Hatian siblings 
who live in the remote village of Sobier.  These goats 
serve as an investment in the families and economy of 
the region, and are a great tool for helping families 
escape systemic, generational poverty.  This year, 
since we are unable to send a team to Haiti, we have 
set ourselves a goal of raising funds to supply 20 
goats, which is the most that can fit in a boat to be 
transported to Sobier in one trip.  Our fundraising 
begins today, so look for the orange Pennies for Haiti 
buckets in the Narthex and Simkins Hall.  Feel free to 
drop a check made out to First UMC (memo Haiti) in 
the bucket as well. Also, you can also give online at 
www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti.
Sundays, Today and March 15 & 22, in Simkins Hall

Village Parent Group
You've asked and we listened!  Introducing Village, 
a new parent group at First UMC - a monthly space 
for parents raising young children to simply be in 
community.  It is well understood that happy parents 
make happy homes, and this church community wants 
just that, and is here for you.  Much of your time is 
spent nurturing your children and your family, making 
it very easy to forget to set aside time to nurture 
yourselves as parents.  So come and refresh your 
overstretched mind, heart, body, relationships, and 
perhaps even your faith.  Feel free to bring other 
parent friends who might be interested. Childcare will 
be provided, light refreshments served.
Sundays, Today and March 29, 11:15 a.m. in Room 203



FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

CHILDREN & YOUTH

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday   10 a.m.         Sanctuary Worship
Sunday    5 p.m.    simple church 
simple church tonight - reflections by Nathan Oney 

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY

Today - Second Sunday in Lent • Daylight Saving 
Time begins
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti, Alcove
11:15 a.m. Village Parent Group, Room 203 
11:30 a.m. Bible Study on John’s Gospel, Room 101
6 p.m. simple supper (after simple church), FR
Tuesday, March 10
7 a.m. Men's Breakfast, FR
Wednesday, March 11
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
12:10 p.m. Mid-Week Recital/Reception, S/FR
7 p.m. Lenten Yoga, SH (*note room change)
Thursday, March 12 
6:30 p.m. Financial Peace University, Room 301A
(last session)
Saturday, March 14
4:30 - 6 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/SH
Sunday, March 15 - Third Sunday in Lent,
Children's Church
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti, Alcove
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Alcove
11:15 a.m. St. Patrick's Day Luncheon, SH
11:30 a.m. Bible Study on John’s Gospel, Room 101
3 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, SH

March Mid-Week Recital
The March Mid-Week Recital features Sergey 
Kosemyan, cello; Anna Markosyan, piano; Vladimir 
Khonyakov, piano. All three musicians have had 
international careers as chamber musicians and 
soloists. Presented by Dr. James E. Smith, Music 
Director, the Mid-Week Recital Series is held 
January – May on the second Wednesdays of the 
month.  These monthly concerts are free and open to 
the public and perfect for your lunch break.  Recitals 
begin promptly at 12:10 p.m. and are followed by 
a reception with the artists.  To see the complete list 
of 2020 recitals, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/
mid-week-recital-series.
Wednesday, March 11, 12:10 - 12:40 p.m., in the 
Sanctuary, reception in the Fireside Room 

Lenten Yoga Series
In this season of spiritual dedication, Open Space 
invites people of all ages to add the spiritual 
discipline of yoga to your Lenten practice.  Led 
by Kristia Oney, the series will incorporate gentle, 
restorative, and energizing physical movement (with 
modifications for all mobility and flexibility levels) 
along with guidance through scripture, connecting 
body, mind, and spirit to help us settle into this 
season with intention. Bring your mat if you have one.
Wednesday, March 11, 7 p.m. in Simkins Hall 
Series runs though April 1, Wednesday nights.

March Messy Church
The March Messy Church theme is “Messy Lent.” Lent 
is a season for growing in God’s love, and all of us, 
whether children or adults, still have a lot of growing 
up to do! That’s why many people choose to give 
something up this time of year, and it is also why 
we gather together.  Playing games, making crafts, 
praying together, listening to Bible stories, and 
sharing a meal all help us to learn and grow toward 
a faith that embraces the messiness of life. We hope 
you will join us for an evening of fun as we grow 
together in God’s love. 
Saturday, March 14, 4:30 - 6 p.m. Chapel/Simkins Hall

Children’s Ministry
March Theme: Observing Lent in Community  
Today: Mary Anoints Jesus, John 12:1-8

United Methodist Youth Fellowship
6 - 8:30 p.m. Youth Meeting, Youth Lounge

Faith in Action, Together
All are invited on March 22 as Faith in Action 
Sunday will be extended to the entire First UMC 
community for the first ever all-church Faith in 
Action Together project!  The children and youth 
will lead the congregation in assembling 100 lunch 
sacks and care cards for The People Concern.  The 
People Concern is a local organization that believes 
everyone should be housed, healthy, and safe 
and strives to empower the most vulnerable and 
traumatized members of the community – those who 
are chronically homeless, dealing with severe mental 
or physical illness or substance addiction, victims of 
domestic violence and challenged youth.  So, bring 
the whole family and invite your friends and let’s 
put our faith in action together as one community. 
Check out: santamonicaumc.org/faith-in-action
Sunday, March 22, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Lay Leadership Team and “I See a New   
  Church” Contact Info

The lay leadship team of Michael Olsson, Jocelyn 
Hicks-Garner, Sherry Erlandson and Todd Erlandson 
invite you to email your comments, questions and 
ideas to: leadership@santamonicaumc.org. 
To read the I See a New Church Statement from 
the Lay Leadership team presented at Charge 
Conference, go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/new-church, 
or pick up a copy at the Hospitalty Table.

Be the Hope Waterbottles
There are still Be the Hope waterbottles available 
from the UMYF Fundraiser!  The bottles are a sturdy, 
reusable, metal water bottle, custom 
designed with the church logo and Be 
the Hope message. $20 per bottle, all 
proceeds go towards building supplies 
needed for home repairs, travel 
expenses and accommodations for this 
summer's Youth Service Project trip.  
Stop by the Hospitality Table, and get 
one while supplies last! 

Pennies for Haiti
Each of the last several years, our church has collected 
spare change and other donations in a program we 
call Pennies for Haiti.  The funds that we raise are 
used to purchase baby goats for our Hatian siblings 
who live in the remote village of Sobier.  These goats 
serve as an investment in the families and economy of 
the region, and are a great tool for helping families 
escape systemic, generational poverty.  This year, 
since we are unable to send a team to Haiti, we have 
set ourselves a goal of raising funds to supply 20 
goats, which is the most that can fit in a boat to be 
transported to Sobier in one trip.  Our fundraising 
begins today, so look for the orange Pennies for Haiti 
buckets in the Narthex and Simkins Hall.  Feel free to 
drop a check made out to First UMC (memo Haiti) in 
the bucket as well. Also, you can also give online at 
www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti.
Sundays, Today and March 15 & 22, in Simkins Hall

Village Parent Group
You've asked and we listened!  Introducing Village, 
a new parent group at First UMC - a monthly space 
for parents raising young children to simply be in 
community.  It is well understood that happy parents 
make happy homes, and this church community wants 
just that, and is here for you.  Much of your time is 
spent nurturing your children and your family, making 
it very easy to forget to set aside time to nurture 
yourselves as parents.  So come and refresh your 
overstretched mind, heart, body, relationships, and 
perhaps even your faith.  Feel free to bring other 
parent friends who might be interested. Childcare will 
be provided, light refreshments served.
Sundays, Today and March 29, 11:15 a.m. in Room 203
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES OPEN INVITATIONS
Health Ministry Council

Through God’s love, the Health Ministry Council works 
to promote wellness in individuals, the church, and the 
community.  The council supports the mission of First 
UMC, plans and implements programs and activities 
that promote physical, mental and spiritual well-being 
and healing, and serves as an advocate for health and 
safety concerns.  For more information about the Council, 
or to volunteer, call the church office (310) 393-8258.

Men’s Breakfast
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is a weekly meeting 
where men of all ages and generations gather to 
ground themselves in the Holy Scripture. As men try to 
navigate the stresses and complexities of this modern 
world and daily life, Men’s Breakfast is a place for 
community, prayer and fellowship through the sharing of 
God’s Holy word. Come by as your schedule permits. 
Tuesdays: 7 a.m., Fireside Room

UMCOR joins coronavirus fight
Working to support the efforts of local partners 
in China dealing with the coronavirus crisis, the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief is sending an 
emergency grant to Amity Foundation in Nanjing, 
China. The grant will immediately enable infection, 
prevention and control measures to limit the spread 
of respiratory diseases such as the new virus. 

Just Added: Tennessee tornadoes response 
Please join us in prayer for the families, communities, 
United Methodist churches and general agencies 
impacted by this disaster. Join and support the relief 
effort by giving to United States Disaster Response.
For both responses: www.umcmission.org/umcor

West Side Food Bank
Non-perishable food is collected every Sunday to 
benefit the Westside Food Bank.  Food bins can be 
found outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool.  
For the month of March we are collecting 
canned fruits and vegetables.

F O C U S    O N COMMUNITY EVENT
March 8, 2020        

Time for Wearin’ of the Green
Come next Sunday for the 21st Annual St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon!  The event includes lunch and a 
robust and rousing sing-along led by Carol Reich, with the gaily Gaelic piano stylings of Laura Farrand.  
This is a family friendly event, and children will be provided seasonal crafting materials.  Tickets are 
$8.50 each, children under 5 admitted for free. Tickets are on sale now next to the Hospitality Table.  
Don’t forget to wear green! 

Next Sunday, March 15, 11:15 a.m. in Simkins Hall 

APRIL 5:  PALM SUNDAY
  10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
A family favorite, Palm Sunday is a day of celebration and 
festivities.  Celebrate Jesus’s arrival into Jerusalem by waving 
palm leaves in the sanctuary.  After service, enjoy a family 
brunch at no charge. Take a photo with the Easter Bunny, 
decorate some eggs, and bring your basket for the annual 
Egg Hunt!  (nursery care provided)

APRIL 10:  GOOD FRIDAY
     Prayer Vigil   9 a.m. -  9 p.m., First UMC Chapel
Be Still With Jesus: Chapel open for mindful and 
watchful prayer, and meditation.

    Community Mid-Day Service  12 p.m., 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (958 Lincoln Blvd)  

    Good Friday Labyrinth Walk   1 – 9 p.m., Simkins Hall. 
Walk in silence to look within.

APRIL 11:  simple church EASTER VIGIL
   7:30 p.m. Courtyard/Chapel
An ancient liturgy of Light, Word, and Communion

APRIL 12:  EASTER SUNDAY
   6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service 
Palisades Park (Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)
Bring fresh flowers for the cross, and a lawn chair or blankets.  
Hot coffee served.

   10 a.m. Easter Celebration Worship
First UMC Sanctuary  
Family Service, Choir, Brass, Organ, Lilies, and Alleluias!
(nursery care provided)

Holy Week 2020
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