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pertinent services we are offering during this time,
including Online Events, Children and Family Resources,
Congregation Care Resources, and more:
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HORIZONS
by Rev. Patricia Farris
What a time this is, as we are called to new ways of living and of serving God in the midst
of a pandemic and a clarion call to address the racial injustice that is now made painfully
visible throughout the land. We are called to witness to the health of each person and of our
community. We are called to worship in Spirit and in truth. We are called back to the “marks
of a Methodist”—to do no harm, to do good, and to stay in love with God.
God is calling the church to be the church! God is commissioning us anew to be ambassadors
of hope, justice, and reconciliation, creating ways to worship in this new reality, ways that are
rich with theological tradition and faithful in public witness.
We remain committed to safeguard our most vulnerable members and neighbors and to not
fuel the spread of COVID-19. Following the best available science and the Scriptural mandate
to love God and neighbor, we will continue worshipping together online this summer. The CalPac Conference has issued guidelines for all churches to follow as we make decisions about this
going forward. In accordance with the guidelines, I will be pulling together a Task Force from the
congregation to guide us into a process of study, prayer, discernment and planning.
Our denomination has also launched a new initiative–“End Racism: Pressing On to Freedom.”
These resources will be available to enrich our prayer, study, and action. Moving forward,
watch the Sentinel, Friday emails and our social media for ways to get involved.

Don’t miss the July Online Mid-Week Recital with
Connie Sheu, guitar, and Elise Henry, flute,
Wednesday, July 8, 12:10 p.m.

We continue to “be the church” in prayer, praise, witness, action, and service as we rebuild our
community–healthy, strong, caring, renewed, and hope-filled. Wear your masks, wash your
hands, avoid touching your face, maintain physical distancing, pray unceasingly. Speak up,
speak out. Be a part of creating a difference for the world.
Send along any thoughts/ideas/prayers/concerns you have to me:
p.farris@santamonicaumc.org, or to our Lay Leadership Team:
leadership@santamonicaumc.org.
Do no harm. Do good. Stay in love with God.

Senior Minister

United Against Racism
United Methodist Church leaders have launched
the initiative, “Dismantling Racism: Pressing on
to Freedom,” a multi-level effort throughout the
church to initiate a sustained and coordinated
effort to dismantle racism and promote collective
action to work toward racial justice. The churchwide effort kicked off on June 19, to coincide with
Juneteenth, the commemoration of the end of
slavery in the U.S.
Events include:
• A Service of Lament was held on Wednesday, June
24. United Methodists around the world gathered
to pray and lament for the racism in our midst.
Hear God’s call to join in the work of dismantling
racism and pressing on to freedom for all. To view
the recording of the service, go to: www.umc.org/
en/how-we-serve/advocating-for-justice/racialjustice/united-against-racism.
• Denominational Town Hall:
Wednesday, July 1, 10 a.m. The Council of Bishops,
the General Commission on Religion and Race,
the General Board of Church and Society and
United Methodist Women invite you to join a Town
Hall conversation at www.UMC.org/EndRacism,
where they will take a deep dive into the true (and
sometimes suppressed!) history of our nation and
church.
• To sign up for Praying for Change: Daily Prayers
for Anti-Racism:
www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/praying-forchange-daily-prayers-for-anti-racism.
All of these events are linked directly from our
website: www.santamonicaumc.org/

united-against-racism

JULY ONLINE Calendar
Sunday, July 5 - Online Holy Communion • First in the sermon series
Six Great Bible Stories
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook & website)
11:15 a.m. Online Coffee Hour (Zoom)
Wednesday, July 8
12:10 p.m. Online Mid-Week Recital with Connie Sheu, guitar;
Elise Henry, flute
Sunday, July 12 - Second in the sermon series Six Great Bible Stories
9 a.m. Sunday Morning Walk with Jocelyn Hicks-Garner
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook & website)
11:15 a.m. Online Coffee Hour (Zoom)
Tuesday, July 14
Time TBD, First Class: Parables of Jesus Online Class with
Rev. Larry Young (will meet every Tuesday)
Saturday, July 18
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Ministry Online Zoom Meeting
Sunday, July 19 - Third in the sermon series Six Great Bible Stories
9 a.m. Sunday Morning Walk with Jocelyn Hicks-Garner
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook & website)
11:15 a.m. Online Coffee Hour (Zoom)
Sunday, July 26 - Fourth in the sermon series Six Great Bible Stories
9 a.m. Sunday Morning Walk with Jocelyn Hicks-Garner
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook & website)
11:15 a.m. Online Coffee Hour (Zoom)

Weekly Ministries meeting online:

Men’s Breakfast: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom. Email the church
office: info@santamonicaumc.org, for more info.
Young Adults Virtual Community Soul Care: Wednesdays,
6:30 p.m. via ZOOM. Email Laurel at:
openspacesantamonica@gmail.com, for more info.
Sunday School Meetings: Sundays, 9:15-9:45 a.m. via ZOOM
Sign up for the Children and Family email for more info, or email
Tricia Guerrero (t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org) for info.
UMYF Youth Group: UMYF is on summer break. Email Tricia
Guerrero (t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org) if you would like
info about this group for youth in grades 6-12.

Sermon Series for July:
Six Great Bible Stories

“Starting July 5th, I am beginning a sermon series on Six Great Bible
Stories from the book of Genesis, the book of Beginnings as it is called.
In this time of so much challenge and change, I want us to share in the
foundations of our faith through
these great stories. I want us to have
a familiarity with the Bible as God’s
living word of life for us.
I want us to know how these stories
inform how we approach a variety
of current issues—climate change,
systemic racism, interfaith relations,
peace-making, to name a few.
I want us to see that all that we do
here in ministry and in mission is grounded in these old, old, stories.
I want these stories to become our story—our story of faithfulness,
our story of commitment, our story of engagement, our story of love.
Worshipping together online, let us continue to worship in Spirit and
in truth.” —Rev. Patricia Farris
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PARTICIPATE ONLINE
Sundays 10 a.m.

During this season of “Sheltering in Love,” we join together in heart
and spirit through Scripture, music, sermon, and prayer. You can
participate in the service in real time or later at your convenience.
Together in love, let us draw close to the heart of God, finding peace,
strength and hope for the journey!
WHEN: Sunday 10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
WHERE: Go to the First UMC Facebook page (@santamonicaumc),
or watch the Sunday service the following week anytime on:
www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
(Facebook Users: Be sure to “Follow” our page - not just “Like” - so that you
receive notification updates such as when the service goes live.)

After Worship Zoom Social Hour

Preschool Corner
On Monday, June 22, the First UMC Preschool re-opened and the children were welcomed back
to campus. Currently, the school day is from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. with staggered drop-off and
pick-up times. All CDC, Licensing, NAEYC, and Health Department guidelines and protocols are
being closely observed.
Says Dee Menzies, Preschool Director, “We cannot begin to express the appreciation and gratitude
we have in our hearts for our Preschool parents, teachers, and beautiful children. The reopening
of the school has been nothing short of a miracle. We could not have asked for more support and
cooperation than we have received. Most impactful were the smiles and excitement the children
exhibited when seeing their classmates, teachers, classrooms and yard. The school is definitely
their home away from home. Thank you all for helping to make our successful reopening possible.
Our hearts are overflowing with love and gratitude.”

If you haven’t “stopped by” the post-worship virtual Coffee Hour
Sundays at 11:15 a.m., it’s not too late to give it a try! Say hi to some
church friends or even make a new one! Have a computer but no camera?
No problem! You can still attend. Contact Sarah Rold:
(s.rold@santamonicaumc.org) by Fridays for how to join by phone.
All are welcome via Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/86071918466
Zoom ID: 860 7191 8466 Password: fumc
ONLINE Coffee Hour: Sundays, 11:15 a.m.

July ONLINE Mid-Week Recital
The summer Mid-Week recital series continues with Connie Sheu,
guitar; Elise Henry, flute. Dr. Connie Sheu is a dynamic guitarist,
devoted teacher, and ardent advocate of classical guitar. In demand as
both a soloist and chamber musician, her playing has been hailed by the
New York Sun as “excellent, ruminative… scholarly.” Elise Henry joined
the Los Angeles Philharmonic as Second Flutist in September 2012.
She is an active chamber musician, teacher, and freelance artist and is
involved in the LA Phil’s Green Umbrella and Chamber Music series. In
addition to her classical music performances, she plays other genres,
such as Brazilian popular, Irish folk, and classical Hindustani.
How to watch:
• Facebook - Search @santamonicaumc. Be sure to “follow” our page
and RSVP to this event to receive notifications of when we go live.
• YouTube Channel - Search “Santa Monica UMC.” Subscribe to our
channel and adjust your notification settings to your preference.
• Website - View the recital on the Livestream page:
www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream.

Morning drop-off includes the parents and children
waiting in line to check in

Dane Rold and Dee Menzies take
the temperatures of each child

All of the children were happy to be
back at school and outside playing

Happenings

ONLINE Mid-Week Recital: Wednesday, July 8, 12:10 p.m.

Sunday Morning Walks

Longtime First UMC member,
Edith Andersen, celebrated her
100th Birthday on June 7

with Lay Leader, Jocelyn Hicks-Garner
Each Sunday morning, starting on July 12, you are invited to join Jocelyn
Hicks-Garner, Lay Leader, for a brisk walk together following social
distancing protocols. Meet in the church courtyard at 9 a.m. and the
group will make their way towards Ocean Avenue and back. If you
would like to participate, contact Sarah Rold: s.rold@santamonicaumc.
org, or call 310.393.8258, to help us plan ahead.
First Walk: Sunday, July 12, 9 a.m. meet at the First UMC Courtyard

During the month of June, Jamie Jones, Children
and Youth Ministry Intern, made care packages
for the Sunday School children.

Margaret Gazey was among the many
demonstrating in downtown Santa Monica
against proposed funding cuts to the city’s
only senior services organization, affecting a
senior center, paratransit and mental health
counseling programs.
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The Methodist Foundation of Santa Monica

2020 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Madelyn Bisson
Studying at Cal Poly San Luis
Obispo for Animal Science

William Buxton
Studying at University of
Michigan for Psychology
with minor in Business
Entrepreneurship

Madeleine Ing
Studying at Keck School of
Medicine at USC for Doctor
of Medicine

Owen Ing
Studying at The Hartt School at
University of Hartford for Music
Theatre

Ella Ward
Studying at Emerson
College for Journalism

Cassy Williams
Starting school at Santa
Monica College

Parables of Jesus Online Class
with Rev. Larry Young

Subscribe to the Santa Monica
UMC YouTube Channel

Rev. Larry Young offers a new weekly Bible study class: Parables of Jesus.
Jesus’ parables are familiar to most, but they often contain more
meaning than first meets the eye. Let’s go deeper in our understanding
of them and share insights with one another. The parables for each
meeting will be announced in advance.

Did you know First UMC has a YouTube channel? If you missed any of
the Sunday 10 a.m. services, or would like to rewatch them, you may do
so at any time from our page. And, if you click the word SUBSCRIBE,
you can be notified when we upload a new video if you choose. You’ll
also find past Mid-Week Recitals,
the virtual Labyrinth walk, and
more. Subscribe now!
Go to YouTube.com, search
Santa Monica UMC.

Those without computer or smartphone
access can join the class by telephone,
though without the video component.
Access info will be given to you before the
first meeting so please sign up in advance.
Contact Rev. Larry Young
lyoung@ljyoung.net or call 310-376-9494
(answering machine always on)
Tuesdays, Starting July 14, Time TBD,

Alyssa De Leon Corralez
Finishing at Rio Hondo
College and then applying
to nursing school

Frances Erlandson
Studying Land Arts of the
American West at Texas
Tech University

Willa Frierson
Starting school at Oberlin
College

Kaylee Glenney
Studying at Columbia University
in New York for Environmental
Engineering
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Jamie Jones
Studying at Santa Monica
College for Biochemistry

Jack Kelley
Studying at California Polytechnic
State University for Business
Administration

Alejandro Quintana
Starting at Yale, pursuing a
PhD in Classics and History

Carly Rapoport
Studying at Bennington College
in Vermont for Visual Arts

Colin Heffner

Meg Smith

Studying at University of
Oregon for Sociology and
Entrepreneurship

Studying at New York University
for Recorded Music and
minoring in Irish Studies

Emma Wollitz
Studying at Tulane
University for
Communications

Haylie Wollitz

Starting school at New York
Law School as a Candidate
for Juris Doctor Degree
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Scholars!

On Sunday, June 28, the congregation
celebrated a long-standing tradition at
First United Methodist Church of Santa
Monica by recognizing and encouraging
individuals in their educational endeavors
through scholarships, grants and awards.
We do so remembering Jesus’ admonition
“to love God with all our mind,” and the
apostle Paul’s exhortation “to set your
mind on things that are above.”
The 2020 Methodist Foundation
Scholarship recipients are shown here.
If you would like to see the video presented
during the 10 a.m. worship service, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/graduatesof-2020/

Participate Via Zoom or Phone In

Vacation Bible School - at Home!
We are saddened to announce that VBS will
not be held in-person this summer. Our top
priority during this time is the safety of the
community, church staff and volunteers, and
especially you, the families and kids who enjoy
VBS each year. However, we are excited to
offer you an alternative: VBS at Home! We
know this isn’t the same as VBS in person.
The volunteers and I will certainly miss seeing all of the kids but we do
hope your family will still be able to benefit from and enjoy this at-home
VBS summer adventure!
- Tricia Guerrero, Pastoral Associate for Family Ministries
How it works: Once you fill out the online registration form, we will
send you a VBS Box complete with one week’s worth of crafts and
science fun, Bible stories and reflections, a mission project, daily prayers
and snacks. In addition to the Box, you will receive a Daily Guide by email
that will make the VBS experience come alive for your kids. Each Guide
includes a 30-minute interactive video with a Bible story, songs your
kids can dance and sing along to, our favorite VBS puppet, and more!
Registration is now open and will remain open throughout the summer.
Who can participate: The VBS Box is available to all children preschool
age and up (most supplies work for all ages, however, some will be
tailored to your child’s age range).
How much is VBS? $20 per family to help cover the cost of supplies
and shipping - payment is made within the online registration form.
Shipping to anywhere in the US, excluding Hawaii and Alaska.
Scholarships are available – please contact us for details. Interested in
sponsoring a VBS Box? Make an online donation (select VBS 2020 in
the drop-down menu, or, send a check by mail to the church office.)
More questions? Contact Tricia Guerrero, Pastoral Associate for Family
Ministries, t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org. (310) 393-8258, ext. 104
For more info and to sign up, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/vbs

Deaths

We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these
departed loved ones:
• First UMC member Mike Eskridge’s cousin died June 7.
• Section leader of the choir William Martinez’s mother died.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Kurt Poland, former First UMC Director of
Children and Family Ministries. Rev. Kurt was Commissioned as
a Provisional Elder in the UMC in the Cal-Pac Annual Conference
session on June 20.

Baptisms
We hold in our hearts the babies born this year. We recognize that
the time we’re living in is like no other, with many milestones and
celebrations taking place in new and unexpected ways. We hold
your families in our love and prayers until we are able to worship
together in person to celebrate these baptisms.

Anniversary Haiku

A June Saturday.
Gather. Ceremony. Vows.
I do. Kiss. Marry.
by Art Dodd, Jr.

“In honor of my parents Arthur &
Yvonne Dodd’s 63rd Anniversary on
June 15, and Jim & Jill Dodd’s 27th
Anniversary on June 19.”

Claremont Graduate School
of Theology
“After a three year process, it’s official
July 1st! Claremont School of Theology
becomes Claremont School of Theology
at Willamette University. Most of our
classes, faculty and library collection are
already in Salem or online. A few will
remain in Claremont through this next year as the transition is
completed. Please visit the cst.edu website for more info. We
give thanks to God for bringing forth new life in this next chapter
of CST’s story.”
- Patricia Farris, Chair, CST Board of Trustees
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Youth Group: Year End Celebration
Normally the youth group ends their year with a big banquet in Simkins
Hall, complete with food, fun, games and the always favorite “year
end video.” This year, the Youth Counselors took on the challenge of
creating a Year End Celebration on Zoom! The youth created a virtual
yearbook, complete with pictures and favorite memories, along with
messages to one another. They played games, of course, and then
watched the year end video showcasing all the wonderful memories
from the past year. We hope you’ll check out their video and learn more
about what’s happening in our youth community.
- Tricia Guerrero, Pastoral Associate for Family Ministries
To watch the video, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/youth-ministry
Note: Weekly Youth Group Zoom is on summer break

Safer-At-Home Reflection
by Cindy McQuade

I miss church. I miss coming together with a community, bowing my
head, asking forgiveness and contemplating how I shall live better.
I miss my church. I miss my church family. Miss the energy of church
and the casual comfort of Coffee Hour fellowship.
I miss book study and other Fireside room gatherings. I miss being able
to attend a memorial, honoring friends and supporting their
loved ones.
I miss Javier’s big smile. I miss your strong and intelligent leadership.
I miss seeing the tiny children sit on the altar steps, squirming and
too cute.
I miss prayer quilts, tying knots and praying in community. I miss
staring at the quilts and feeling the colors and patterns express a
message of support and healing.

Children and Family Resources
Visit the Children and Family Resources page on the First UMC website
for all resources family related, including Subscribe to the Children and
Family Newsletter, Message from Tricia, Sunday School from Home, Messy
Church at Home, Books with Jamie and Jack and Other Videos, and
much more!
Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/children-family-resources

I miss toasting a bagel and searching for homemade cookies and
special treats at Coffee Hour.
I miss catching up and supporting our youth. I miss seeing friends and
loved ones on a regular basis.
I miss my church and my church family!!!

FIRST UMC CONTINUING MINISTRIES
In this season, we have shifted to online church in order to safeguard the health and
well-being of our members and neighbors while maintaining vital worship, pastoral
care, service and mission. Join me in giving thanks to God for the nimble, dedicated,
and resilient leadership of our staff and congregation leaders!

Ongoing Ministries

Committees

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
Youth Group
Sunday School
Messy Church
VBS at Home
Open Space (young adults)
Mid-Week Recitals Online

Lay Leadership Team
Church Council
Board of Trustees
Staff-Parish Relations Committee
Finance Committee
Methodist Foundation
Health Ministry Council
Missions Council
Scholarship Committee
Upward Bound House Board
Re-Gathering Task Force

Worship

Sunday 10 a.m. Worship online
Messy Church At Home

Networks and Groups

Sunday Coffee Hour
Shareringers
Prayer Group
Youth Group “alums”
Chancel Choir ZOOMs
Sunday School Teachers
Sunday Morning Walking Group

Pastoral Care
For Cindy and everyone else missing Javier’s smile!
Photo courtesy of Adam Guerrero
Sunday School from Home with Dot Plukas and Jamie Jones

Give Online
Thank you everyone for all of your support during
these uncertain times. The Finance office continues
to receive your support securely online at www.
santamonicaucmc.org/give, via mail, or onsite
through the office mail slot. No gift is too small.
Thank you!
We thank Mike Eskridge for the
beautiful flowers in the Sanctuary.
To donate to the flower fund, or
to send flowers to go to homebound seniors, go to: www.
santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.
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Church Campus
Safety Guidelines
Some of the church office staff are
back working in the office, carefully
following safety protocols. If you
need to stop by the church office,
please arrive wearing a mask. We
will provide a paper mask if needed.
First UMC continues to be
Safe, Smart, Supportive, and
move Step-by-Step during this time
of COVID-19.

Congregation Care Team (one-on-one)
Circles of Caring (phone outreach)
Nicodemus Fund
Every church member called/contacted*
80+ Birthday/Caring Cards from Church staff
Prayer Requests

Communications

Sentinel Newsletter
Website (www.santamonicaumc.org)
Social Media (Facebook, Instagram: @santamonicaumc)
Weekly Friday email
Weekly Children and Family Ministry email
Weekly Youth email
Monthly Messy Church email
Music/Theater/Arts emails for Mid-Week Recitals
Adam Guerrero editing the Sunday Worship Service video and
Rev. Farris semi-weekly “Heads-Up” videos
DVD copies of Worship service to homebound members

Missional Outreach

Westside Food Bank
Habitat for Humanity
Outreach to Health Care Providers
Family Place Community Meal
Upward Bound House Emergency Food
First UMC Preschool
Prayer Quilt Ministry (mask making)

Stewardship

Generous Giving
Financial Planning
Management of Resources
Facility upkeep and safety
Earth friendly: reduced carbon footprint, fewer paper products
*If you missed your contact outreach, please let us know: call
310.393.8258, or email Sarah Rold: s.rold@santamonicaumc.org.

www.santamonicaumc.org
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Michigan for Psychology
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Parables of Jesus Online Class
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Rev. Larry Young offers a new weekly Bible study class: Parables of Jesus.
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meaning than first meets the eye. Let’s go deeper in our understanding
of them and share insights with one another. The parables for each
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the Sunday 10 a.m. services, or would like to rewatch them, you may do
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the virtual Labyrinth walk, and
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Those without computer or smartphone
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though without the video component.
Access info will be given to you before the
first meeting so please sign up in advance.
Contact Rev. Larry Young
lyoung@ljyoung.net or call 310-376-9494
(answering machine always on)
Tuesdays, Starting July 14, Time TBD,

Alyssa De Leon Corralez
Finishing at Rio Hondo
College and then applying
to nursing school

Frances Erlandson
Studying Land Arts of the
American West at Texas
Tech University

Willa Frierson
Starting school at Oberlin
College

Kaylee Glenney
Studying at Columbia University
in New York for Environmental
Engineering
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Jamie Jones
Studying at Santa Monica
College for Biochemistry

Jack Kelley
Studying at California Polytechnic
State University for Business
Administration

Alejandro Quintana
Starting at Yale, pursuing a
PhD in Classics and History

Carly Rapoport
Studying at Bennington College
in Vermont for Visual Arts

Colin Heffner

Meg Smith

Studying at University of
Oregon for Sociology and
Entrepreneurship

Studying at New York University
for Recorded Music and
minoring in Irish Studies

Emma Wollitz
Studying at Tulane
University for
Communications

Haylie Wollitz

Starting school at New York
Law School as a Candidate
for Juris Doctor Degree
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Scholars!

On Sunday, June 28, the congregation
celebrated a long-standing tradition at
First United Methodist Church of Santa
Monica by recognizing and encouraging
individuals in their educational endeavors
through scholarships, grants and awards.
We do so remembering Jesus’ admonition
“to love God with all our mind,” and the
apostle Paul’s exhortation “to set your
mind on things that are above.”
The 2020 Methodist Foundation
Scholarship recipients are shown here.
If you would like to see the video presented
during the 10 a.m. worship service, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/graduatesof-2020/

Participate Via Zoom or Phone In

Vacation Bible School - at Home!
We are saddened to announce that VBS will
not be held in-person this summer. Our top
priority during this time is the safety of the
community, church staff and volunteers, and
especially you, the families and kids who enjoy
VBS each year. However, we are excited to
offer you an alternative: VBS at Home! We
know this isn’t the same as VBS in person.
The volunteers and I will certainly miss seeing all of the kids but we do
hope your family will still be able to benefit from and enjoy this at-home
VBS summer adventure!
- Tricia Guerrero, Pastoral Associate for Family Ministries
How it works: Once you fill out the online registration form, we will
send you a VBS Box complete with one week’s worth of crafts and
science fun, Bible stories and reflections, a mission project, daily prayers
and snacks. In addition to the Box, you will receive a Daily Guide by email
that will make the VBS experience come alive for your kids. Each Guide
includes a 30-minute interactive video with a Bible story, songs your
kids can dance and sing along to, our favorite VBS puppet, and more!
Registration is now open and will remain open throughout the summer.
Who can participate: The VBS Box is available to all children preschool
age and up (most supplies work for all ages, however, some will be
tailored to your child’s age range).
How much is VBS? $20 per family to help cover the cost of supplies
and shipping - payment is made within the online registration form.
Shipping to anywhere in the US, excluding Hawaii and Alaska.
Scholarships are available – please contact us for details. Interested in
sponsoring a VBS Box? Make an online donation (select VBS 2020 in
the drop-down menu, or, send a check by mail to the church office.)
More questions? Contact Tricia Guerrero, Pastoral Associate for Family
Ministries, t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org. (310) 393-8258, ext. 104
For more info and to sign up, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/vbs

Deaths

We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these
departed loved ones:
• First UMC member Mike Eskridge’s cousin died June 7.
• Section leader of the choir William Martinez’s mother died.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Kurt Poland, former First UMC Director of
Children and Family Ministries. Rev. Kurt was Commissioned as
a Provisional Elder in the UMC in the Cal-Pac Annual Conference
session on June 20.

Baptisms
We hold in our hearts the babies born this year. We recognize that
the time we’re living in is like no other, with many milestones and
celebrations taking place in new and unexpected ways. We hold
your families in our love and prayers until we are able to worship
together in person to celebrate these baptisms.

Anniversary Haiku

A June Saturday.
Gather. Ceremony. Vows.
I do. Kiss. Marry.
by Art Dodd, Jr.

“In honor of my parents Arthur &
Yvonne Dodd’s 63rd Anniversary on
June 15, and Jim & Jill Dodd’s 27th
Anniversary on June 19.”

Claremont Graduate School
of Theology
“After a three year process, it’s official
July 1st! Claremont School of Theology
becomes Claremont School of Theology
at Willamette University. Most of our
classes, faculty and library collection are
already in Salem or online. A few will
remain in Claremont through this next year as the transition is
completed. Please visit the cst.edu website for more info. We
give thanks to God for bringing forth new life in this next chapter
of CST’s story.”
- Patricia Farris, Chair, CST Board of Trustees
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JULY ONLINE Calendar
Sunday, July 5 - Online Holy Communion • First in the sermon series
Six Great Bible Stories
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook & website)
11:15 a.m. Online Coffee Hour (Zoom)
Wednesday, July 8
12:10 p.m. Online Mid-Week Recital with Connie Sheu, guitar;
Elise Henry, flute
Sunday, July 12 - Second in the sermon series Six Great Bible Stories
9 a.m. Sunday Morning Walk with Jocelyn Hicks-Garner
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook & website)
11:15 a.m. Online Coffee Hour (Zoom)
Tuesday, July 14
Time TBD, First Class: Parables of Jesus Online Class with
Rev. Larry Young (will meet every Tuesday)
Saturday, July 18
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Ministry Online Zoom Meeting
Sunday, July 19 - Third in the sermon series Six Great Bible Stories
9 a.m. Sunday Morning Walk with Jocelyn Hicks-Garner
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook & website)
11:15 a.m. Online Coffee Hour (Zoom)
Sunday, July 26 - Fourth in the sermon series Six Great Bible Stories
9 a.m. Sunday Morning Walk with Jocelyn Hicks-Garner
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook & website)
11:15 a.m. Online Coffee Hour (Zoom)

Weekly Ministries meeting online:

Men’s Breakfast: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom. Email the church
office: info@santamonicaumc.org, for more info.
Young Adults Virtual Community Soul Care: Wednesdays,
6:30 p.m. via ZOOM. Email Laurel at:
openspacesantamonica@gmail.com, for more info.
Sunday School Meetings: Sundays, 9:15-9:45 a.m. via ZOOM
Sign up for the Children and Family email for more info, or email
Tricia Guerrero (t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org) for info.
UMYF Youth Group: UMYF is on summer break. Email Tricia
Guerrero (t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org) if you would like
info about this group for youth in grades 6-12.

Sermon Series for July:
Six Great Bible Stories

“Starting July 5th, I am beginning a sermon series on Six Great Bible
Stories from the book of Genesis, the book of Beginnings as it is called.
In this time of so much challenge and change, I want us to share in the
foundations of our faith through
these great stories. I want us to have
a familiarity with the Bible as God’s
living word of life for us.
I want us to know how these stories
inform how we approach a variety
of current issues—climate change,
systemic racism, interfaith relations,
peace-making, to name a few.
I want us to see that all that we do
here in ministry and in mission is grounded in these old, old, stories.
I want these stories to become our story—our story of faithfulness,
our story of commitment, our story of engagement, our story of love.
Worshipping together online, let us continue to worship in Spirit and
in truth.” —Rev. Patricia Farris
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PARTICIPATE ONLINE
Sundays 10 a.m.

During this season of “Sheltering in Love,” we join together in heart
and spirit through Scripture, music, sermon, and prayer. You can
participate in the service in real time or later at your convenience.
Together in love, let us draw close to the heart of God, finding peace,
strength and hope for the journey!
WHEN: Sunday 10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
WHERE: Go to the First UMC Facebook page (@santamonicaumc),
or watch the Sunday service the following week anytime on:
www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
(Facebook Users: Be sure to “Follow” our page - not just “Like” - so that you
receive notification updates such as when the service goes live.)

After Worship Zoom Social Hour

Preschool Corner
On Monday, June 22, the First UMC Preschool re-opened and the children were welcomed back
to campus. Currently, the school day is from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. with staggered drop-off and
pick-up times. All CDC, Licensing, NAEYC, and Health Department guidelines and protocols are
being closely observed.
Says Dee Menzies, Preschool Director, “We cannot begin to express the appreciation and gratitude
we have in our hearts for our Preschool parents, teachers, and beautiful children. The reopening
of the school has been nothing short of a miracle. We could not have asked for more support and
cooperation than we have received. Most impactful were the smiles and excitement the children
exhibited when seeing their classmates, teachers, classrooms and yard. The school is definitely
their home away from home. Thank you all for helping to make our successful reopening possible.
Our hearts are overflowing with love and gratitude.”

If you haven’t “stopped by” the post-worship virtual Coffee Hour
Sundays at 11:15 a.m., it’s not too late to give it a try! Say hi to some
church friends or even make a new one! Have a computer but no camera?
No problem! You can still attend. Contact Sarah Rold:
(s.rold@santamonicaumc.org) by Fridays for how to join by phone.
All are welcome via Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/86071918466
Zoom ID: 860 7191 8466 Password: fumc
ONLINE Coffee Hour: Sundays, 11:15 a.m.

July ONLINE Mid-Week Recital
The summer Mid-Week recital series continues with Connie Sheu,
guitar; Elise Henry, flute. Dr. Connie Sheu is a dynamic guitarist,
devoted teacher, and ardent advocate of classical guitar. In demand as
both a soloist and chamber musician, her playing has been hailed by the
New York Sun as “excellent, ruminative… scholarly.” Elise Henry joined
the Los Angeles Philharmonic as Second Flutist in September 2012.
She is an active chamber musician, teacher, and freelance artist and is
involved in the LA Phil’s Green Umbrella and Chamber Music series. In
addition to her classical music performances, she plays other genres,
such as Brazilian popular, Irish folk, and classical Hindustani.
How to watch:
• Facebook - Search @santamonicaumc. Be sure to “follow” our page
and RSVP to this event to receive notifications of when we go live.
• YouTube Channel - Search “Santa Monica UMC.” Subscribe to our
channel and adjust your notification settings to your preference.
• Website - View the recital on the Livestream page:
www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream.

Morning drop-off includes the parents and children
waiting in line to check in

Dane Rold and Dee Menzies take
the temperatures of each child

All of the children were happy to be
back at school and outside playing

Happenings

ONLINE Mid-Week Recital: Wednesday, July 8, 12:10 p.m.

Sunday Morning Walks

Longtime First UMC member,
Edith Andersen, celebrated her
100th Birthday on June 7

with Lay Leader, Jocelyn Hicks-Garner
Each Sunday morning, starting on July 12, you are invited to join Jocelyn
Hicks-Garner, Lay Leader, for a brisk walk together following social
distancing protocols. Meet in the church courtyard at 9 a.m. and the
group will make their way towards Ocean Avenue and back. If you
would like to participate, contact Sarah Rold: s.rold@santamonicaumc.
org, or call 310.393.8258, to help us plan ahead.
First Walk: Sunday, July 12, 9 a.m. meet at the First UMC Courtyard

During the month of June, Jamie Jones, Children
and Youth Ministry Intern, made care packages
for the Sunday School children.

Margaret Gazey was among the many
demonstrating in downtown Santa Monica
against proposed funding cuts to the city’s
only senior services organization, affecting a
senior center, paratransit and mental health
counseling programs.
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ONLINE
Visit the Shelter in Love section of the website for
pertinent services we are offering during this time,
including Online Events, Children and Family Resources,
Congregation Care Resources, and more:

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH of SANTA MONICA

www.santamonicaumc.org/shelter-in-love
Cover photos courtesy of Kaitlyn Plukas, as seen around Santa Monica.

HORIZONS
by Rev. Patricia Farris
What a time this is, as we are called to new ways of living and of serving God in the midst
of a pandemic and a clarion call to address the racial injustice that is now made painfully
visible throughout the land. We are called to witness to the health of each person and of our
community. We are called to worship in Spirit and in truth. We are called back to the “marks
of a Methodist”—to do no harm, to do good, and to stay in love with God.
God is calling the church to be the church! God is commissioning us anew to be ambassadors
of hope, justice, and reconciliation, creating ways to worship in this new reality, ways that are
rich with theological tradition and faithful in public witness.
We remain committed to safeguard our most vulnerable members and neighbors and to not
fuel the spread of COVID-19. Following the best available science and the Scriptural mandate
to love God and neighbor, we will continue worshipping together online this summer. The CalPac Conference has issued guidelines for all churches to follow as we make decisions about this
going forward. In accordance with the guidelines, I will be pulling together a Task Force from the
congregation to guide us into a process of study, prayer, discernment and planning.
Our denomination has also launched a new initiative–“End Racism: Pressing On to Freedom.”
These resources will be available to enrich our prayer, study, and action. Moving forward,
watch the Sentinel, Friday emails and our social media for ways to get involved.

Don’t miss the July Online Mid-Week Recital with
Connie Sheu, guitar, and Elise Henry, flute,
Wednesday, July 8, 12:10 p.m.

We continue to “be the church” in prayer, praise, witness, action, and service as we rebuild our
community–healthy, strong, caring, renewed, and hope-filled. Wear your masks, wash your
hands, avoid touching your face, maintain physical distancing, pray unceasingly. Speak up,
speak out. Be a part of creating a difference for the world.
Send along any thoughts/ideas/prayers/concerns you have to me:
p.farris@santamonicaumc.org, or to our Lay Leadership Team:
leadership@santamonicaumc.org.
Do no harm. Do good. Stay in love with God.

Senior Minister

United Against Racism
United Methodist Church leaders have launched
the initiative, “Dismantling Racism: Pressing on
to Freedom,” a multi-level effort throughout the
church to initiate a sustained and coordinated
effort to dismantle racism and promote collective
action to work toward racial justice. The churchwide effort kicked off on June 19, to coincide with
Juneteenth, the commemoration of the end of
slavery in the U.S.
Events include:
• A Service of Lament was held on Wednesday, June
24. United Methodists around the world gathered
to pray and lament for the racism in our midst.
Hear God’s call to join in the work of dismantling
racism and pressing on to freedom for all. To view
the recording of the service, go to: www.umc.org/
en/how-we-serve/advocating-for-justice/racialjustice/united-against-racism.
• Denominational Town Hall:
Wednesday, July 1, 10 a.m. The Council of Bishops,
the General Commission on Religion and Race,
the General Board of Church and Society and
United Methodist Women invite you to join a Town
Hall conversation at www.UMC.org/EndRacism,
where they will take a deep dive into the true (and
sometimes suppressed!) history of our nation and
church.
• To sign up for Praying for Change: Daily Prayers
for Anti-Racism:
www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/praying-forchange-daily-prayers-for-anti-racism.
All of these events are linked directly from our
website: www.santamonicaumc.org/

united-against-racism

