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HORIZONS
by Rev. Patricia Farris
These weeks, now months, of worshipping online, of gathering church groups and
committees on ZOOM, invite us into a season of reflection. For many of us, “church” was
deeply experienced in coming together for worship and fellowship. Now, without the hugs
and the hymns, without the donuts and casual conversation, we ask ourselves in new ways
what it means to “be the church” and to “do church.”
Virtual hugs and donuts don’t really cut it, do they? Better than nothing, but still leaving a
lot to be desired. Yet, while I very much miss all of that and all of you, I do believe that God
is calling us to grow and go deeper.
How do we grow in love of God in these pandemic times? How do we grow closer to God?
Prayer, reflection, Scripture reading, worshipping together online, nature, quiet, music,
journaling, more family time?

Sermon Series

“More Than Meets the Eye”
Rev. Patricia Farris continues her sermon series More than Meets
the Eye through September 13. Of the series, she says “It’s
tempting these days to dwell on what’s not working, or our
imperfections and struggles, or on our anxiety about what the
future may hold. Do those thoughts come upon you? How might
you name the things that are weighing you down? Paul urges the
early church in Corinth to shift the frame. God is working in YOU
even now. God is giving you grace and power and hope and joy.
Can you identify examples of God’s spirit working in your heart,
mind, and soul?”
What lies behind us and what lies ahead of us are tiny matters
compared to what lies within us. (Henry Stanley Haskins)

Chris Oliver from UBH
receiving the backpacks

As John Wesley said on his death bed: “The best of all—God is with us!”

Thank you to those who donated towards
this year’s collection of backpacks
and school supplies for Upward Bound
House families! UBH provides homeless
families with housing and supportive
services in our community. Thanks to
your donations, we were able to supply
families with 60 backpacks packed
with all the essentials to start the school
year off right. These supplies will ensure
that students are feeling prepared and
confident to learn and succeed in this
challenging time.

Be the hope, dear church,

Blessings,

How do we grow in love of neighbor? Checking in on neighbors, quick chats over the fence,
reaching out to friends and church family through calls and notes, sharing laughter and
tears, connecting to cross gaps of isolation and loneliness…volunteering to meet the needs
of others in our church family and community…creating new ways to continue traditions
such as the Blessing of the Backpacks…giving generously to support the ministries of the
church and missional needs in the community…
As has been noted—the church has left the building but we are still the church! Might we
find new ways to witness and to share our deepest values?
I’d love to hear back from you in notes, calls or emails, if you’re willing to share the journey
of your spirit in these times.

Senior Minister

Tricia (Pastoral Associate for Family Ministries)
and Jamie (Children and Youth Ministry Intern)

September Calendar

OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT THIS MONTH
Tuesday, September 1
7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, via Zoom
2 p.m. & 7 p.m. Parables of Jesus with Rev. Young, via Zoom
Wednesday, September 2
7 p.m. Open Space Young Adults Soul Care, via Zoom
Sunday, September 6 - Online Holy Communion • Rev. Patricia
Farris preaching the third in the series More Than Meets the Eye
9 a.m. Sunday Morning Walks with Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, Courtyard
9:15 a.m. Sunday School for Kids, via Zoom
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook & website)
11a.m. Online Coffee Hour via Zoom
Tuesday, September 8
7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, via Zoom
9:30 a.m. Prayer Chain Conference Call
2 p.m. & 7 p.m. Parables of Jesus with Rev. Young, via Zoom
Wednesday, September 9
12:10 p.m. September Mid-Week Recital, Online via Facebook
and the First UMC Livestream page
4 p.m. Trustees Meeting, via Zoom
7 p.m. Open Space Young Adults Soul Care, via Zoom
Sunday, September 13 - Rev. Patricia Farris preaching the last in the
series More Than Meets the Eye
9 a.m. Sunday Morning Walks with Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, Courtyard
9:15 a.m. Sunday School for Kids, via Zoom
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook & website)
11 a.m. Online Coffee Hour, via Zoom
4 p.m. Grief and Graces with Rev. Olsen Paget, via Zoom
4 p.m. UMYF back for the Fall, via Zoom
Tuesday, September 15
7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, via Zoom
9:30 a.m. Prayer Chain Conference Call
2 p.m. & 7 p.m. Parables of Jesus with Rev. Young, via Zoom
Wednesday, September 16
7 p.m. Open Space Young Adults Soul Care, via Zoom
Saturday, September 19
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, via Zoom
Sunday, September 20
9 a.m. Sunday Morning Walks with Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, Courtyard
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook & website)
11 a.m. Online Coffee Hour (Zoom)
4 p.m. UMYF, via Zoom
Sunday, September 27
9 a.m. Sunday Morning Walks with Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, Courtyard
9:15 a.m. Sunday School for Kids, via Zoom
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook & website)
11 a.m. Online Coffee Hour, via Zoom
4 p.m. Grief and Graces with Rev. Olsen Paget, via Zoom
4 p.m. UMYF, via Zoom

After Worship Zoom Social Hour

If you haven’t “stopped by” the post-worship virtual Coffee Hour
Sundays at 11 a.m., it’s not too late to give it a try! Say hi to some
church friends or even make a new one. Have a computer but no
camera? Contact Sarah Rold: (s.rold@santamonicaumc.org) by Fridays for
how to join by phone.
All are welcome via Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/957 0989 7528
Zoom ID: 957 0989 7528 (ID valid Sept 6 - Oct 25) Password: fumc
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PARTICIPATE ONLINE

Sunday Morning Walks

During this season of “Sheltering in Love,” we join together in heart
and spirit through Scripture, music, sermon, and prayer. You can
participate in the service in real time or later at your convenience.
Together in love, let us draw close to the heart of God, finding peace,
strength and hope for the journey!
WHEN: Sunday 10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
WHERE: Go to the First UMC Facebook page (@santamonicaumc),
or watch the Sunday service the following week anytime on:
www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream,
Or on the First UMC YouTube page (search SantaMonicaUMC)

Each Sunday morning you are invited to
join Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, Lay Leader,
for a brisk walk together following social
distancing protocols. Meet in the church
courtyard at 9 a.m. and the group will
make their way towards Ocean Avenue
and back.
www.santamonicaumc.org/sundaymorning-walks

Weekly Ministries via ZOOM:

Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study
Online Meetings

Sundays 10 a.m.

• Men’s Breakfast: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom. Email the church office:
info@santamonicaumc.org, for more info.
• Parables of Jesus, Online Class with Rev. Larry Young
Tuesdays, 2 p.m. & 7 p.m. via Zoom (same class, pick your best time)
Contact Rev. Larry to join: lyoung@ljyoung.net or call
310-376-9494 (answering machine always on)
• Open Space Young Adults Soul Care: Wednesdays, 7 p.m. via Zoom.
Email: openspacesantamonica@gmail.com.
• Sunday School for Kids: Sundays, 9:15-9:45 a.m. via Zoom
Sign up for the Children and Family email for more info, or email Tricia
Guerrero (t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org) for info.
• Grief and Graces: a sacred space for weary souls, with
Rev. Keri Olsen Paget: 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month 4 p.m., via
Zoom or Phone In, To register, go to www.santamonicaumc.org/griefgraces-registration.
• UMYF Youth Group: Back for the Fall Sept 13
Sundays, 4 p.m. via Zoom. Email Tricia Guerrero (t.guerrero@
santamonicaumc.org) for info about this group for youth in grades 6-12.

Ongoing: Parables of Jesus Online Class with
Rev. Larry Young
Rev. Larry Young continues his weekly Bible study class: Parables of Jesus.
Jesus’ parables are familiar to most, but they often contain more meaning
than first meets the eye. Let’s go deeper in our understanding of them
and share insights with one another. To join, contact Rev. Larry Young:
lyoung@ljyoung.net or call 310-376-9494 (answering machine always on)
Tuesdays, 2 p.m. & 7 p.m., participate Via Zoom or Phone
(Both classes are the same, pick your best time)

Ongoing: Grief and Graces: a sacred space for
weary souls with Rev. Keri Olsen Paget
In this time of collective loss and upheaval, Rev. Keri Olsen offers an
online gathering, "Grief and Graces, a sacred space for weary souls."
Meeting on the second and fourth Sundays of the month, come for a
time of reflection, to name the challenges and gifts of this time, listen for
God's invitation, and close with prayer. It is a drop-in group, as needed.
All are welcome, invite a friend. To participate, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/grief-graces-registration
Sundays, September 13 & 27, 4 p.m., via Zoom or Phone In

with Jocelyn Hicks-Garner

Sundays, 9 a.m., meet at the First UMC Courtyard

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is a weekly meeting where men of
all ages and generations gather to ground themselves in the Holy
Scripture during online breakfast. As men try to navigate the stresses
and complexities of this modern world and daily life, Men’s Breakfast
is a place for community, prayer and fellowship through the sharing of
God’s Holy word. Come by online as your schedule permits! For more
info, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/biblestudy
Tuesdays, 7 a.m., via Zoom

Open Space Young Adult Ministry
We are a young adult community that seeks to foster an open-minded
culture where all are invited to spark deep conversation and find
spiritual meaning in a safe and diverse environment. People ask us
what this means. For us, it means that everyone is invited to the table,
just as you are. It means holding space for one another as we explore
spiritual meaning. It means gathering together and learning ways to
better love the world around us. And
it means we have a lot of fun together!
We would love to answer any
questions or get you connected to our
Wednesday night Zoom gatherings.
For more information about
Open Space or to join their
weekly Zoom meetings, email:
openspacesantamonica@gmail.com
Visit the website: www.santamonicaumc.org/open-space.
Facebook: OpenSpaceSM Instagram: openspacesm

Joining a Zoom Call for the First Time?
Our Online Events are held on Zoom but don’t let that keep you from
joining. As long as you have a computer, smartphone, or tablet,
you’re in! You can phone in too to be part of the conversation. Watch
the video “Joining a Zoom Call for the First Time” by going to www.
santamonicaumc.org/online-events, scoll to bottom of page.

Celebrating 20 Years of
Mid-Week Recitals
First UMC is excited to announce
that 2020 marks the 20th Anniversary
of the Mid-Week Recitals. Under the
helm of Dr. Jim Smith, Director of the
First UMC Music Department, what
started as a suggestion by the Health
Ministry nurse to offer the recitals followed
by “healthy snacks” in the Fireside Room, has turned into a 20 year
run of outstanding performances. While we can’t celebrate the 20th
Anniversary with a live performance in the Sanctuary, we are pleased
to announce that we will continue to offer the Mid-Week Recitals online
throughout the fall.
The first of the Fall series features Aaron Shows, organ.
Aaron Shows is a Los Angeles-based composer, organist, and pianist
whose musical background spans more than 20 years. Always striving
first to connect emotionally with audiences of every age through
music, his performances and compositions often bridge between the
traditional and modern.
How to watch:
• Facebook - Search @santamonicaumc. Be sure to “follow” our page
and RSVP to this event to receive notifications of when we go live.
• YouTube Channel - Search “Santa Monica UMC.” Subscribe to our
channel and adjust your notification settings to your preference.
• Website - View the recital on the Livestream page:
www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream.
ONLINE Mid-Week Recital: Wednesday, September 9, 12:10 p.m.

Mark Your Calendars!
Upcoming Fall Performances
Wednesday, October 14:
Nancy Roth, violin
Wednesday, November 11:
Kirill Gliadkovsky, piano

The first performance in 2000 was by Liuba
Sorochkina, piano, who played on what was then
the new grand piano in the Sanctuary.

Celebrating
Dr. Jim Smith’s
55th Year as
Director of Music
2020 also marks Dr. Jim Smith’s 55th year as First UMC Director
of Music. We salute Dr. Smith with grateful commendation for
his continuing leadership in music to the greater glory of God.
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Haiti Relief Update
September Family Devotional

Youth Ministry

In the September Family Devotional, we are focusing on a story from
Matthew of Jesus teaching what happens when you build a house on
a strong foundation vs a weak
foundation. Jesus says that
when we follow his teachings
about loving God and our
neighbors, we are building a
strong foundation. As school
starts back, our kids will be
facing many new challenges that come with distance learning and
the ways we are adjusting to stay safe and flatten the curve. We are
providing resources to help children keep the foundation of love at
the center of their hearts and minds - loving God, their neighbors and
themselves. To read the Devotional, go to: www.santamonicaumc.
org/family-devotional

The Youth Ministry at First United Methodist Church Santa Monica
is a community of youth and adult volunteers who gather weekly to
explore and grow in faith together. Our hope for the Youth Ministry is
that it is a place where youth in grades 6-12 can come and experience
unconditional love and support. We believe that faith is a lifelong
process of growth and development that must be journeyed in
community. We intentionally create space to ask deep and challenging
questions to explore what a relevant faith looks like in Santa Monica
in the 21st Century. We are Christ-centered and dedicated to being an
open group for youth, no matter where they are on their faith journey
or what beliefs they do or do not hold. Whether a youth comes once
a year or every Sunday, we welcome their participation along with
friends who might like to come as well.

Messy Church
In place of gathering in September, we are sharing
this fun and easy resource for doing “Messy Church
at Home” with your family. Our theme and activities
help families explore Christ’s message of peace and
entrusting us to be peacemakers. We encourage your family to choose
a day that works for you to try the activities, read the story and pray
together. www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch

Sunday School - New Curiculum

As we start a new school year, we also start a new year in Sunday
School. We’re excited to begin a new curriculum this fall called
Celebrate Wonder. The focus is all about honoring the spiritual life
of children. It offers a weekly video, experiential activities, spiritual
practices, and reflection that encourages children to explore faith,
inviting them into conversation and developing deeper connections to
the Bible and to faith. For the fall, Children’s Ministry will continue to
offer Sunday School from Home in our weekly Children and Family
Ministry email that will include the Celebrate Wonder Bible story,
reflection and activities through wonder questions, and a family
prayer. In addition to this, Ms. Jamie and the Sunday School teachers
will continue to offer Zoom Sunday School from 9:15-9:45 a.m. each
Sunday morning. We hope your child and family will join us on this
journey of exploring, celebrating, and wondering about faith as we
navigate the unique time in our world.
www.santamonicaumc.org/childrens-ministry

As a group we hold three core values:
AUTHENTICITY - We value honesty even when it’s difficult and strive
to create a space where it is safe to share questions, doubts, and
struggles without fear or shame.
HOSPITALITY - We are an inclusive community where each individual
student is welcomed and appreciated for their uniqueness, rather than
the ability to conform.
COMMUNITY - We are intentional in our efforts to build connections
within the youth group, to keep our youth connected to the broader
church and to purposely foster healthy relationships with others.
This year the Youth Group will begin meeting on Zoom each Sunday
afternoon. Their first official gathering is on Sunday, September 13.
If you have any further questions or would like to join, please feel free to
contact Tricia Guerrero (t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org)
You can find out more about the youth ministry on the website:
www.santamonicaumc.org/youth-ministry - or check out their
Instagram page: @umyf_sm.

As reported in the August Sentinel by Todd Erlandson, Haiti Team
Leader, a large food shipment to the Haitian town of Sobier was
made possible from the funds raised by Pennies for Haiti. Since his
last update, an additional $3k was raised by the congregation,
making possible the next month’s food drop, with an additional
three more months planned ahead. Flour and sugar have been
added to the food package, along with oil, canned salmon,
spaghetti and rice. Thank you to all who donated towards the
Haiti relief effort!
www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti

Osnell Louis (left),
and Caz Cardiny
(right) in a
screenshot of a
video Thank You to
the Congregation.

Dismantling Racism

Ministry to Foster Care Youth
Continues Virtually

from UMC.org
The work of dismantling racism is not new; now more than ever we
need to be reminded of the work that has moved us to today’s reality—
and to name where we still need to go.
On Wednesday, August 19, 2020, four experienced leaders in the
work of dismantling racism, joined us to discuss their experiences
in confronting racism. They talked about parallels and distinctions
between their historical work and how today’s anti-racism and antioppression movements are different, as well as their insights about the
church’s role in this work, where the church must lead the prophetic call
to justice and the tension between different approaches to this work.
Our hope is that this Town Hall series will help equip the United
Methodist Church as we engage in our anti-racism work across the
Connection.
To watch video, go to: https://www.umc.org/en. Look for the header
Engaging Conversation.

by Rev. Larry Young
For 20 years First UMC has supported the
Children, Youth and Family Collaborative
in greater Los Angeles, led by our Covenant
Missionary Lydia Templeton. The core of this
ministry is helping foster care youth achieve
academic success and life skills for their emancipation at age 18.
The good news during this time of pandemic is that the work with these
youth is going forward virtually. CYFC staff continue working with
about 1,600 youth toward the goal of helping them graduate from high
school and going on to whatever further education will prepare them for
independent living. By our financial and moral support we are a part
of this outreach. Your continued support of the church is helping this to
happen. Thank you!

American Red Cross Blood
Donations
Watch
video

To read about past United Methodists Stand Against Racism updates
on our website, go to:

Even though First UMC was unable to hold their annual Blood Drive
in Simkins Hall this year, you may still donate blood at the local Santa
Monica Chapter on Mondays between 1-7 p.m., with easy online
registration.
Go to: www.redcrossblood.org, search Santa Monica Chapter
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Haiti Relief Update
September Family Devotional

Youth Ministry

In the September Family Devotional, we are focusing on a story from
Matthew of Jesus teaching what happens when you build a house on
a strong foundation vs a weak
foundation. Jesus says that
when we follow his teachings
about loving God and our
neighbors, we are building a
strong foundation. As school
starts back, our kids will be
facing many new challenges that come with distance learning and
the ways we are adjusting to stay safe and flatten the curve. We are
providing resources to help children keep the foundation of love at
the center of their hearts and minds - loving God, their neighbors and
themselves. To read the Devotional, go to: www.santamonicaumc.
org/family-devotional

The Youth Ministry at First United Methodist Church Santa Monica
is a community of youth and adult volunteers who gather weekly to
explore and grow in faith together. Our hope for the Youth Ministry is
that it is a place where youth in grades 6-12 can come and experience
unconditional love and support. We believe that faith is a lifelong
process of growth and development that must be journeyed in
community. We intentionally create space to ask deep and challenging
questions to explore what a relevant faith looks like in Santa Monica
in the 21st Century. We are Christ-centered and dedicated to being an
open group for youth, no matter where they are on their faith journey
or what beliefs they do or do not hold. Whether a youth comes once
a year or every Sunday, we welcome their participation along with
friends who might like to come as well.

Messy Church
In place of gathering in September, we are sharing
this fun and easy resource for doing “Messy Church
at Home” with your family. Our theme and activities
help families explore Christ’s message of peace and
entrusting us to be peacemakers. We encourage your family to choose
a day that works for you to try the activities, read the story and pray
together. www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch

Sunday School - New Curiculum

As we start a new school year, we also start a new year in Sunday
School. We’re excited to begin a new curriculum this fall called
Celebrate Wonder. The focus is all about honoring the spiritual life
of children. It offers a weekly video, experiential activities, spiritual
practices, and reflection that encourages children to explore faith,
inviting them into conversation and developing deeper connections to
the Bible and to faith. For the fall, Children’s Ministry will continue to
offer Sunday School from Home in our weekly Children and Family
Ministry email that will include the Celebrate Wonder Bible story,
reflection and activities through wonder questions, and a family
prayer. In addition to this, Ms. Jamie and the Sunday School teachers
will continue to offer Zoom Sunday School from 9:15-9:45 a.m. each
Sunday morning. We hope your child and family will join us on this
journey of exploring, celebrating, and wondering about faith as we
navigate the unique time in our world.
www.santamonicaumc.org/childrens-ministry

As a group we hold three core values:
AUTHENTICITY - We value honesty even when it’s difficult and strive
to create a space where it is safe to share questions, doubts, and
struggles without fear or shame.
HOSPITALITY - We are an inclusive community where each individual
student is welcomed and appreciated for their uniqueness, rather than
the ability to conform.
COMMUNITY - We are intentional in our efforts to build connections
within the youth group, to keep our youth connected to the broader
church and to purposely foster healthy relationships with others.
This year the Youth Group will begin meeting on Zoom each Sunday
afternoon. Their first official gathering is on Sunday, September 13.
If you have any further questions or would like to join, please feel free to
contact Tricia Guerrero (t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org)
You can find out more about the youth ministry on the website:
www.santamonicaumc.org/youth-ministry - or check out their
Instagram page: @umyf_sm.

As reported in the August Sentinel by Todd Erlandson, Haiti Team
Leader, a large food shipment to the Haitian town of Sobier was
made possible from the funds raised by Pennies for Haiti. Since his
last update, an additional $3k was raised by the congregation,
making possible the next month’s food drop, with an additional
three more months planned ahead. Flour and sugar have been
added to the food package, along with oil, canned salmon,
spaghetti and rice. Thank you to all who donated towards the
Haiti relief effort!
www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti

Osnell Louis (left),
and Caz Cardiny
(right) in a
screenshot of a
video Thank You to
the Congregation.

Dismantling Racism

Ministry to Foster Care Youth
Continues Virtually

from UMC.org
The work of dismantling racism is not new; now more than ever we
need to be reminded of the work that has moved us to today’s reality—
and to name where we still need to go.
On Wednesday, August 19, 2020, four experienced leaders in the
work of dismantling racism, joined us to discuss their experiences
in confronting racism. They talked about parallels and distinctions
between their historical work and how today’s anti-racism and antioppression movements are different, as well as their insights about the
church’s role in this work, where the church must lead the prophetic call
to justice and the tension between different approaches to this work.
Our hope is that this Town Hall series will help equip the United
Methodist Church as we engage in our anti-racism work across the
Connection.
To watch video, go to: https://www.umc.org/en. Look for the header
Engaging Conversation.

by Rev. Larry Young
For 20 years First UMC has supported the
Children, Youth and Family Collaborative
in greater Los Angeles, led by our Covenant
Missionary Lydia Templeton. The core of this
ministry is helping foster care youth achieve
academic success and life skills for their emancipation at age 18.
The good news during this time of pandemic is that the work with these
youth is going forward virtually. CYFC staff continue working with
about 1,600 youth toward the goal of helping them graduate from high
school and going on to whatever further education will prepare them for
independent living. By our financial and moral support we are a part
of this outreach. Your continued support of the church is helping this to
happen. Thank you!

American Red Cross Blood
Donations
Watch
video

To read about past United Methodists Stand Against Racism updates
on our website, go to:

Even though First UMC was unable to hold their annual Blood Drive
in Simkins Hall this year, you may still donate blood at the local Santa
Monica Chapter on Mondays between 1-7 p.m., with easy online
registration.
Go to: www.redcrossblood.org, search Santa Monica Chapter
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Photo Challenge: Self-Care
Deaths

We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these
departed loved ones:
• First UMC member Malcolm Dole, who died August 28.
• We give thanks for the life and life everlasting of long-time First
UMC member, Barbara Parker, who died August 24. Condolences
may be sent to Rich Parker at 820 Appleby St, Venice, CA, 90291.
• First UMC member Edith Andersen’s brother, Martin Andersen,
who died in July.
• First UMC member David Ott, who died July 28, 2020.

We invited the community to share how you have been taking care of
yourself during this time and you responded with enthusiasm! Each
Thursday in September on social media, we’ll share your fun and
creative ideas. Perhaps they’ll spark a new practice for someone else!
To kick off our series, we’re excited to share a meditation video from
Temitope, former leader of our Sacred Yoga program. To view the
video, keep an eye out on our social media in the coming weeks.
To view photo submissions, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/photos

“Congratulations on a fantastic first two days back at school. We
are incredibly proud of everyone. The children are sweet, lovable and
quite angelic. It’s a pure delight to hear their melodious voices in the
halls and their shouts of joy on the yards. And parents, you set the
bar high by carefully following directions at drop-off and pick-up, and
supporting the polices and procedures of the school.

Congratulations
Congratulations to First UMC member
Chris Reagh for receiving her Certificate
of Completion for meeting the
requirements for the Lay Servant Ministry
Class entitled, “Discover Your Spiritual
Gifts,” on July 8, 2020.

Being the Church: Congregation
Led Groups

Congregation Care
If you have any questions, need assistance, or would like to
volunteer to help with our homebound folks, please contact: Anne
Premer (email) or (310)393-8258 ext 103. To see a full list of local
community resources, go to the First UMC Congregation Care
Resources webpage: www.santamonicaumc.org/care.

Church Campus Safety Guidelines
Some of the church office staff are back working in the office,
carefully following safety protocols. If you need to stop by the
church office, please arrive wearing a mask. We will provide a paper
mask if needed.

Give Online
Thank you everyone for all of your support during
these uncertain times. The Finance office continues
to receive your support securely online at www.
santamonicaucmc.org/give, via mail, or onsite
through the office mail slot. No gift is too small.
Thank you!
We thank Mike Eskridge for the
beautiful flowers in the Sanctuary.
To donate to the flower fund, or
to send flowers to go to homebound seniors, go to: www.
santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.

LOOKING FORWARD:

OCTOBER
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Preschool Corner

As Rev. Farris states in Horizons, “...the church has left the building but
we are still the church!” Here is a list of Congregation led groups that
continue to meet online on a regular basis:
Shareringers
Men’s Breakfast
Open Space
Prayer Quilt Ministry
Family Connection
Chancel Choir
Prayer Group via phone

Open Space via Zoom

We’d like to give a special shout-out to the teachers for their ingenuity,
perseverance, and dedication to the children. The professionalism
exhibited by each teacher has exceeded our highest expectations.
...Thank you to all who have helped get our school year off to a
fantastic start. We are extremely grateful for you!!!!”
- excerpt from Dee Menzies, Preschool Director, in the Preschool
Happenings newsletter

First UMC Preschool Teachers & Staff

Ms. Tonia

Ms. Amy B

Ms. Yessica

Ms. Johanna

Ms. Toni

Ms. Gloria

Ms. Aster

Ms. Janette

Ms. Indigo

Ms. Kimberly

Ms. Monica

Ms. Amy K

Ms. Shancee

Ms. Sandy

Subscribe to the Santa Monica
UMC YouTube Channel
Did you know First UMC has a YouTube channel? If you missed any of
the Sunday 10 a.m. services, or would like to rewatch them, you may do
so at any time from our page. And, if you click the word SUBSCRIBE,
you can be notified when we upload a new video if you choose. You’ll
also find past Mid-Week Recitals,
the virtual Labyrinth walk, and
more. Subscribe now!
Go to YouTube.com, search
Santa Monica UMC.

Blessing of the Animals - Online!
Flu Shot Clinic at Mt. Olive Lutheran

Details
to follow...

20202021
Ms. Lida

Ms. Hiroku

Ms.Sandra

Ms.Susie

Dane Rold
Asst. Director

Dee Menzies
Preschool Director

www.santamonicaumc.org/preschool
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HORIZONS
by Rev. Patricia Farris
These weeks, now months, of worshipping online, of gathering church groups and
committees on ZOOM, invite us into a season of reflection. For many of us, “church” was
deeply experienced in coming together for worship and fellowship. Now, without the hugs
and the hymns, without the donuts and casual conversation, we ask ourselves in new ways
what it means to “be the church” and to “do church.”
Virtual hugs and donuts don’t really cut it, do they? Better than nothing, but still leaving a
lot to be desired. Yet, while I very much miss all of that and all of you, I do believe that God
is calling us to grow and go deeper.
How do we grow in love of God in these pandemic times? How do we grow closer to God?
Prayer, reflection, Scripture reading, worshipping together online, nature, quiet, music,
journaling, more family time?

Sermon Series

“More Than Meets the Eye”
Rev. Patricia Farris continues her sermon series More than Meets
the Eye through September 13. Of the series, she says “It’s
tempting these days to dwell on what’s not working, or our
imperfections and struggles, or on our anxiety about what the
future may hold. Do those thoughts come upon you? How might
you name the things that are weighing you down? Paul urges the
early church in Corinth to shift the frame. God is working in YOU
even now. God is giving you grace and power and hope and joy.
Can you identify examples of God’s spirit working in your heart,
mind, and soul?”
What lies behind us and what lies ahead of us are tiny matters
compared to what lies within us. (Henry Stanley Haskins)

Chris Oliver from UBH
receiving the backpacks

As John Wesley said on his death bed: “The best of all—God is with us!”

Thank you to those who donated towards
this year’s collection of backpacks
and school supplies for Upward Bound
House families! UBH provides homeless
families with housing and supportive
services in our community. Thanks to
your donations, we were able to supply
families with 60 backpacks packed
with all the essentials to start the school
year off right. These supplies will ensure
that students are feeling prepared and
confident to learn and succeed in this
challenging time.

Be the hope, dear church,

Blessings,

How do we grow in love of neighbor? Checking in on neighbors, quick chats over the fence,
reaching out to friends and church family through calls and notes, sharing laughter and
tears, connecting to cross gaps of isolation and loneliness…volunteering to meet the needs
of others in our church family and community…creating new ways to continue traditions
such as the Blessing of the Backpacks…giving generously to support the ministries of the
church and missional needs in the community…
As has been noted—the church has left the building but we are still the church! Might we
find new ways to witness and to share our deepest values?
I’d love to hear back from you in notes, calls or emails, if you’re willing to share the journey
of your spirit in these times.

Senior Minister

Tricia (Pastoral Associate for Family Ministries)
and Jamie (Children and Youth Ministry Intern)

