—We are enlivened and empowered by the everlasting power of God’s
rainbow of love and light. This is a moment to grow in generosity and
joyful hearts. Let’s stay steady, and be faithful and creative, offering all
the gifts with which we have been blessed to hold one another through
these times. Be sure to check the church website for updates on worship
and ministry opportunities: www.santamonicaumc.org.
—Thank you to Mike Eskridge for the beautiful flowers in the Sanctuary.
To donate to the flower fund, or to send flowers to go to home-bound
seniors, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.
—Prayer Quilts: If there is a prayer quilt during service, you may call
or email Sarah in the church office to request a tie be made on the
quilt for you; she will let you know the requested prayers: Sarah Rold
(310.393.8258), or s.rold@santamonicaumc.org, Prayers will be
collected Tuesday – Friday of the following week, and the prayer
knots will be tied by the church staff. To request a Prayer Quilt for
someone in need, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry.
—Stewardship: It’s not too late to turn in your 2021 pledge - you may
pledge online at: www.santamonicaumc.org/stewardship, or mail in your
pledge card. Thank you!

STAY CONNECTED ONLINE via ZOOM or Phone In
• Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m.
• Young Adults/Open Space: Wednesdays, 7 p.m.
• Listening Hearts: a women’s group for all self-identifying women,
with Tricia Guerrero: First and third Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
• Children and Family Ministry:
• Sunday School for Kids: Sundays, 9:15 a.m.
• Youth Group Meeting: Sundays, 4 p.m.
• Grief and Graces: a sacred space for weary souls with Keri Olsen
Paget: Second and fourth Sundays, 4 p.m
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After Worship Social Hour: Sundays, 11 a.m. via Zoom
All are welcome via Zoom for a post-worship virtual “Coffee Hour.”
https://zoom.us/j/95709897528
Zoom ID: 957 0989 7528 (ID valid thru Jan 10) Password: fumc

For information on how to join any of these ongoing ministries,
visit the website: www.santamonicaumc.org.

God is real. God is love.

Together we can change the world.
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ONLINE Worship • Epiphany Sunday • Holy Communion • January 3, 2021

W E G AT H E R
Today’s service is an Online service only. Go to www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream, for more information.

WELCOME AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
PRELUDE

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (Johannes Brahms)

Tricia Guerrero
Ty Woodward, organ

CALL TO WORSHIP
Jamie Jones, Lay Lector
God, who created you, says: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called
you by name, you are mine.
For I am the Lord your God, the Holy one of Israel, your savior.
Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from
the west I will gather you.”
Let all the nations gather together, and let all the people assemble. May the Lord bless the
people with peace.

Ty Woodward
RESPONSE It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, Whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing
way, with painful steps and slow, look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing.
O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing!

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE
David Mayhan, Lay Lector
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service.
Thanks be to God!
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

THE GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God!
HOMILY

“Where New Life Starts: The Star Still Shines”

David Mayhan
Rev. Patricia Farris

Jamie Jones

Your continued ﬁnancial support of the church is now more important than ever. You may mail your gift
to the church or drop it into the mail slot of our ofﬁces any day of the week. You may also give online at
www.santamonicaumc.org/give, or mail checks through your online banking programs. You may continue to
earmark gifts for our various mission projects. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts. Thank you.

OFFERTORY

William Martinez, solo & signing

Born on Christmas Day (Andes, Bryson and Buchanan)
One starry night, so bright, the world was ﬁlled with love. A wonderful sight, the light, that shined from
up above. The angels proclaimed his holy name, King of Kings. This is the story, the pow’r and the glory.
Three wise men knelt to pray, a guiding star had led the way, there he lay, born on Christmas Day. Joy
did He bring, the King, let eve’ry song rejoice and ev’ry heart did sing, hear it ring, the sound of heaven’s
voice. The angels proclaimed His holy name, King of Kings. This is the story, the pow’r and the glory.
Three wise men knelt to pray, a guiding star had led the way, and there He lay, born on Christmas Day.
He ﬁlled our world with His love, a heavenly voice sang from above. This is the story, of the pow’r and the
glory. Three wise men knelt to pray, as he laid, oh Christ was born, born on Christmas Day.

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Jamie Jones

We give you thanks, O God. May our offerings honor you. May our lives reﬂect
your love. May our hands bestow on others the blessings we have received.
Amen.

Rev. Farris

I invite you to take the communion elements you have in your home–a piece of bread or cracker and a cup
of water or juice. After I consecrate the elements at the altar table, I invite us to commune all together,
receiving the bread and cup which make Christ present and real to us in our bodies, hearts, and souls.
We experience the presence of Christ in our hearts through the grace of God which knows no walls or
boundaries, in which there is no distance or separating. We are always truly “one with Christ, one with
each other, and one in ministry to all the world!”

Ty Woodward

HYMN

WE RESPOND
WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

This Is a Day of New Beginnings
This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on, time to believe what love is bringing,
laying to rest the pain that’s gone. For by the life and death of Jesus, God’s mighty Spirit, and now as
then, can make for us a world of difference, as faith and hope are born again. In faith we’ll gather
round the table to taste and share what love can do. This is a day of new beginnings; our God is making
all things new.

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE
UNISON PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Tricia Guerrero

Gracious God, as we enter into this New Year with you, bless the days that lie
before us, that we may experience a deeper sense of your presence. And bless
the lives that we offer you now, that we may be a blessing to others. In Christ’s
name we pray, Amen.
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Rigaudon from Indoménée (André Campra)

Rev. Farris
Ty Woodward
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Ongoing Ministries in January via Zoom or In-Person:

Ongoing Ministries in January via Zoom or In-Person:

• Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Open Space Young Adults Soul Care: Wednesdays, 7 p.m. via Zoom
• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero:
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month, 6:30 p.m. via Zoom.
• Sunday School for Kids: Sundays, 9:15-9:45 a.m. via Zoom
• Grief and Graces: a sacred space for weary souls, with Rev. Keri
Olsen-Paget: 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month 4 p.m. via Zoom
Will end in January for Rev. Keri's maternity leave
• UMYF Youth Group: Sundays, 4 p.m.
For more information on all of these programs, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org
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January 2021 Online Mid-Week Recital

January 2021 Online Mid-Week Recital

Tune in Wednesday, January 13, for the January Mid-Week Recital featuring
First UMC organist Ty Woodward, and David Searfoss and Stephen Billington,
trumpets. To read about the musicians go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series.
How to watch: Facebook Live - search @santamonicaumc. • YouTube Channel
www.youtube.com/c/santamonicaumc • Website - View on the Livestream page:
www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream.
ONLINE Mid-Week Recital: Wednesday, January 13, 12:10 p.m.
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Get your coffee and donut (or what ever snacks you might have on hand)
ready for a post-worship virtual “Coffee Hour” Sundays at 11 a.m.
All are welcome via Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/957 0989 7528
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*Have a computer but no camera? No problem! You can still attend.
Contact Sarah Rold (s.rold@santamonicaumc.org) by Fridays for how to join by phone.
Sundays, 11 a.m., via Zoom
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