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John 1:35-51   
The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he 
exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 
The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he 
said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you 
staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It 
was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He 
brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is 
translated Peter). 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the 
city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also 
the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig 
tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, 
“Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to 
him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man.” 
 
A few weeks ago, we gathered the youth group in person for the first time in a good, long while. We spent tons of time 
planning interactive games and activities and fun. But then when they arrived, everyone just stood around - awkward 
silence, awkward “how are you” - navigating how close to stand to one another, trying to talk behind masks. They 
definitely weren’t ready to dive into fun and games.  
 
My first assumption about them was - wow, I forgot how awkward teens can be!  
 
But then the youth leaders and I took a deeper look. These youth were not the same people they were 15 months ago and 
while we’d been on zoom together, we all know that’s not the same way of knowing and being together.  
 
These youth, in this moment of regathering, knew that they needed to take time before the fun and games, to meet one 
another again, to see and listen and learn who each one had become. So instead of games, we got some dinner, sat in 
circles with one another - and spent the rest of the evening talking and listening. In a sense, they wanted to ask - Where 
are you from? Where are you coming from after 15 months? And they wanted to take the time to hear one another’s full 
answer.  
 
Our youth refused to pass over a necessary step in our communal healing and regathering journey. 
 
Every single person who comes to our church campus, with no exceptions, is beloved, shaped from the dust of the earth and 
the breath of God. Every single one of us has a story to tell. And each of our stories are complex - they are both messy 
and beautiful, painful and hopeful—being written and rewritten over time.  
 
My hope is that as our community regathers, we remember the wisdom of our youth. We can’t just jump back to who and 
what we were before. This past year has changed each of us. In many ways, we are relearning who we are, both 
individually and communally.  
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In order to build connection and trust, we need to listen to each other’s stories and experiences to learn who and what has 
shaped us. We also need to feel seen and known for who we are. So we commit to disrupting our assumptions and staying 
curious - we take time to ask questions, to listen, and to care for one another - And in this journey, we will discern who and 
what God is shaping us into next.  
 
Now, our Scripture for today helps us explore this and gives us some wisdom for our journey. We just read about Jesus 
calling the disciples to follow - or to “come and see” - looking beyond their own assumptions about Jesus and one 
another....they each come with their own bias and levels of openness. Nathanael assumes that because Jesus is from 
Nazareth, an unimportant town, that there’s no way Jesus could be important. What similar assumptions do we make about 
one another? 
 
Curiosity is a huge part of this story- curiosity about Jesus in particular. John had already known Jesus as the Lamb of God 
and invited others to meet him. The two disciples who follow Jesus want to know where he is staying. But the disciples call 
Jesus a Rabbi, a term that does not capture his true identity in John. So instead of answering their question (where are you 
staying?) - Jesus says, “Come and you will see.”  
 
The Greek word for seeing in this context is horaw/oida, which literally means “know, perceive, understand.” Perhaps the 
disciples called him Rabbi because they did not fully understand or perceive him. Jesus then invites them to his place, to 
take time to get to know him, to move past assumptions. After spending the day with him, the disciples now call Jesus 
Messiah - showing a growing understanding - moving from a one-dimensional way of seeing Jesus to one that is more 
nuanced and whole. 
 
Our art piece for this week - Come and See - by the Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman, invites us into this mindset. Earlier this 
week a few of us gathered on Zoom to reflect on this scripture and artwork. During our time together, we noticed how we 
only see a particular dimension and angle of both the disciples and Jesus, showing half of their faces from different 
perspectives. It gives us the opportunity to wonder and perceive, but also to not quite know the whole picture. 
 
In her artist statement, Rev. Lauren claims that each disciple in John 1 has a glimpse of who Jesus is; and together they form 
a patchwork understanding. One of the ways our groups noticed this displayed is through the robes - each disciple has a 
unique color and pattern - and Jesus’ robe incorporates each of their colors and surrounding his head within the halo are all 
of their patterns.   
 
Rev. Lauren says, “We need one another to discover the fullness of who Jesus is.” This artwork provides a profound way for 
us to see and hear this way of being interconnected, especially in our context this summer of re-emerging and moving 
towards a new normal. Each one of us has experienced the last 15 months in our own way, with challenges that are unique 
to us. 
 
I look back on the year and honestly, most of it’s a blur. I remember the really long days of isolation and loneliness. I 
remember that my three daily walks with our dog, Teddy, saved me during those early days. I remember feeling worried 
about my friends and family’s well-being. I remember the wave of social justice and awareness that washed over me - and 
this country - last summer. I remember not knowing what to pray for and feeling like I was looking into an abyss of the 
future. I remember discovering Zoom and being thankful to connect with people for special moments like baby showers or 
birthdays.  
 
What about you? Where are you coming from after these 15 months? 
 
With this question - Where are you from? - we often think of it as a geographical question, one that comes with 
assumptions and bias and prejudice. But the question can be so much more than that - it holds space for a longer 
conversation: What have you been through? What good have you seen and what heartache have you experienced?  
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These questions take courage, they take vulnerability, they take patience and strength - and they require a safe space. My 
hope and prayer is that we as a church can be that safe space for one another to come back together, open to each 
person who comes, and willing to hear the full story after asking the question. 
 
For tonight, we begin the conversation. I invite you to take a few minutes right now to reflect with those near you: 
 
 

• Share your name with one another and then ask -  
• Where are you coming from after these 15 months? 
• What good have you seen this past year? 
• What challenge have you experienced? 

 
We’ll give some time right now and then following worship, we invite you to continue these conversations. 
 


