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Blessing of the Animals 2021
First UMC is pleased to present the Annual Blessing of the Animals!  
This year we offer Drive Thru car blessings in the loading zone area 
in front of the Sanctuary, and also Walk-Up blessings in the First 
UMC Courtyard.  We'll collect pet supplies for a local pet shelter, have 
a Memorial Wall, and arts and crafts for the kids.  Bring your pets for 
this beloved annual tradition!   We hold this year's event in memory of 
Nancy Perov, former First UMC office manager, who conceived and 
organized the first Blessing of the Animals 15 years ago.

If you can't make it on Saturday, attend Zoom coffee hour after 
worship on Sunday, October 3, at 11 a.m., for an online blessing.

In-Person Blessings: Saturday, October 2, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
in the First UMC Courtyard and in the loading zone

Online Blessings: Sunday, October 3, 11 a.m. via Zoom
Zoom Codes: https://zoom.us/j/96578397184 
Zoom ID: 965 7839 7184    Password: fumc

Several weeks ago I realized that a local drugstore had already 
put out Halloween decorations, costumes, candies, and cards—
about two months early.  I had to stop and remember that it 
really was only August and I wasn’t behind in getting prepared.  
Two explanations came to mind, in addition to sales.  I wondered 
if either people are so spooked by COVID and its variations 
that “real” ghosts and goblins seemed preferable, or if we’re all 
looking for a fun celebration of any sort and eager for it to come.

I don’t know.  And I don’t know that kids will be out trick-or-
treating this year.  But I do know for certain that we have some real 
fun things in store at First UMC in October including the annual 
Blessing of the Animals, World Communion Sunday, our First 
UMC Anniversary, the Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk, Larry 
Young’s new Zoom Bible Study, the Wednesday Mid-Week Recital, 
Children’s Sabbath and giving out Bibles to our 4th Graders.

Wear your costume if you’d like, but don’t miss any of it.  And if 
you want to bring some Halloween treats to share, I don’t think 
anyone would mind.

I look forward to worshipping, studying, celebrating and serving 
with all of you!

The First UMC App
One great feature of the First UMC app is that it offers 
one more way to participate in the Sunday worship 
service.  If you can’t make it to church, or you’re traveling 
and are away from your computer, you can still pull up 
the Sunday service Livestream on your smartphone or 
tablet Sundays at 10 a.m., or anytime afterwards at your 
convenience. 

To download the app, go to the App Store, 
and search "FirstUMC_SM."

Scenes from last year's Blessing of the 
Animals with Rev. Farris (left), and 
Patty Hedges, above.



Online After-Worship Social Hour
If you worship in the sanctuary or online, there will be an informal 
gathering time in the First UMC Courtyard.  Everyone is welcome 
to come to church in-person and then join the Zoom meeting for 
community time when you get home! 

Sundays after Worship, 11 a.m. via Zoom
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/96578397184 
Zoom ID: 965 7839 7184     Password: fumc 
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Worship Online 
We offer several options for participating in online worship.  You may 
join in the service Livestream in real time or later at your convenience 
on these platforms:
Sundays 10 a.m. Worship Online LIVESTREAM on: 
    • Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc/live 
    • Website: www.santamonicaumc.org
    • YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC  
    • The First UMC App: (download from the App Store,         
        search FirstUMC_SM) 

October Ongoing Ministries:
• Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Sanctuary Open for Prayer, Wednesdays, 12 p.m. - 2 p.m.
• Open Space Young Adults Soul Care: Monthly gathering on the first 
Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m., remaining Wednesdays, 7 p.m. via Zoom
• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero: 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays: October 6 & 20, 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 
• Sunday Morning Walks, Sundays, *9 a.m., First UMC Courtyard
(note time change from 8 a.m.)
• Sunday School for Kids: Sundays, 10 a.m. Hybrid schedule (1st/3rd 
Sundays on Zoom, 2nd/4th Sundays In-Person)
• UMYF Youth Group:  Sundays, 6 p.m. First UMC Courtyard 
For more information on all of these programs, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org

SUNDAY MORNING IN-PERSON
Worship in the Sanctuary
We worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. in-person in the Sanctuary each 
week.  The worship service is 35-40 minutes.  We continue to be 
mindful and cautious, and follow these guidelines:

• Masks are required for everyone
• If you are feeling ill, please worship online rather than in-person
• Ushers will guide us to maintain physical distancing in the 
Sanctuary
• We hope to resume congregational singing at a later date
• Offering Plates will be available in the Narthex to receive tithes 
and offerings. You may also continue to give online.
• We encourage everyone to greet one another with elbow or fist 
bumps, or with hands pressed together and a small bow, rather 
than with hugs or handshakes
• Children’s Ministries: Sunday School 10 a.m. Hybrid schedule 
(1st/3rd Sundays on Zoom, 2nd/4th Sundays In-Person)

SUNDAY MORNING  - ONLINE

October Mid-Week Recital
The Fall 2021 Mid-Week Recitals continue with Cristina Montes 
Mateo, harp.  Winner of the unanimously 1st Prize in the XII Edition 
of the “Torneo Internazionale 
di Musica” (Rome, 2006) and 
the unanimously 1st Prize in the 
International Harp Competition 
“V. Bucchi” (2009), Cristina 
Montes Mateo is recognized 
as one of the leading harpists 
of her generation throughout 
the world. She has also won 
top international prizes at the 
“Arpista Ludovico” International 
Harp Competition (Madrid, 
2005), the “International Nippon Harp Contest” (Tokyo, 2007), and 
the prestigious Concours International de Harpe “Lily Laskine”  (Paris, 
2011); as well as numerous national harp solo competitions like the 
“Jeunesses Musicales” Competition (2003) or “Victor Salvi” Special 
Prize at the “Arpa Plus” Contest (2001).  To read full bio, visit the 
website: www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recitals

How to watch:    
• Facebook Live - Search @santamonicaumc
• YouTube Live- Search “Santa Monica UMC”  
• Website - www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
• The App - download the app at the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM

October Mid-Week Recital: Wednesday, October 13, 12:10 p.m. 
Livestream. Available to watch anytime afterwards on the above platforms.

New Bible Study with Rev. Larry Young
Rev. Larry Young will be leading 
a new Zoom class entitled 
“Reading the Old Testament 
Through Jewish Eyes,” beginning 
on Thursday, October 7 and 
running for 6 weeks.  Duplicate 
sessions will be offered at 2 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. each Thursday.  The 
class will focus on the Torah - the 
first five Old Testament books, 
and will follow the Rabbi Evan 
Moffic's workbook and videos. 

Rabbi Moffic has a special passion for communicating a specifically 
Jewish understanding of the Torah to Christian audiences. His aim is to 
give us a sense of how Jesus would have understood these scriptures. 
Instructions for ordering the student book will be given when you sign 
up for the class.  To sign up, email Rev. Larry at lyoung@ljyoung.net.

Reading the Old Testament Through Jewish Eyes:
Begins Thursday, October 7,  2 p.m. and 7 p.m. (same class) 

Flowers and Displays 
We continue to accept donations to the Flower Fund to 
remember or honor a loved one for Sunday Worship service. 
To donate to the flower fund, go to: www.santamonicaumc.
org/flower-fund

SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER 
For the full calendar, visit the website: www.santamonicaumc.org
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3 -  World Communion Sunday
9 a.m. Sunday Walkers, meet in the First UMC Courtyard
10 a.m. Sunday School for Kids, via Zoom
10 a.m. In-Person Worship, First UMC Sanctuary, AND
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook, Website, App & YouTube)
After worship:  In Person Social Hour, First UMC Courtyard
11 a.m. After Worship Social Hour, via Zoom (Online Blessing of the Animals) 
6 p.m. UMYF, First UMC Courtyard
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10 - First UMC Anniversary
9 a.m. Sunday Walkers, meet in the First UMC Courtyard
10 a.m. Sunday School for Kids, First UMC Preschool playground
10 a.m. In-Person Worship, First UMC Sanctuary, AND
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook, Website, App & YouTube)
After worship:  In Person Social Hour, First UMC Courtyard
11 a.m. After Worship Social Hour, via Zoom 
6 p.m. UMYF, First UMC Courtyard
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17 - Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk online
9 a.m. Sunday Walkers, meet in the First UMC Courtyard
10 a.m. Sunday School for Kids, via Zoom
10 a.m. In-Person Worship, First UMC Sanctuary, AND 
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook, Website, App & YouTube)
After worship:  In Person Social Hour, First UMC Courtyard
11 a.m. After Worship Social Hour, via Zoom 
6 p.m. UMYF, First UMC Courtyard
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24 
9 a.m. Sunday Walkers, meet in the First UMC Courtyard, walking for the 
Westside Food Bank today
10 a.m. Sunday School for Kids, First UMC Preschool playground
10 a.m. In-Person Worship, First UMC Sanctuary, AND 
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook, Website, App & YouTube)
After worship:  In Person Social Hour, First UMC Courtyard
11 a.m. After Worship Social Hour, via Zoom 
6 p.m. UMYF, First UMC Courtyard
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31 - Children's Sabbath, 4th Grade Bibles, Sunday 
School Teacher Recognition
9 a.m. Sunday Walkers, meet in the First UMC Courtyard
10 a.m. Sunday School for Kids, via Zoom
10 a.m. In-Person Worship, First UMC Sanctuary, AND
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook, Website, App & YouTube)
After worship:  In Person Social Hour, First UMC Courtyard
11 a.m. After Worship Social Hour, via Zoom 
6 p.m. UMYF, (no meeting today)

31st Annual Westside Food Bank 
Online Hunger Walk 
The Hunger Walk is online again this year, but for the tens of thousands 
more people in our community still suffering due to COVID-19, 
hunger has never been more 
real.  Together, we can make a 
big difference for our neighbors 
experiencing hunger.  Join  First 
UMC members Russ and 
Barbara Whittenburg as they 
co-captain the First UMC Team, 
and let's walk together to end 
hunger! 
1. Sign up on the First UMC page:  
Go to: www.santamonicaumc.
org/hunger-walk/   Register for 
free. Every walker receives a t-shirt and gift bag.

2. Let's Walk! Tune into the kickoff livestream at on Sunday, October 
17th. Then you'll have a week to complete your 5K.  

3. Walk with First UMC friends! Meet with the Sunday Morning 
Walkers on October 24, at 9 a.m. at the First UMC Courtyard to get 
your walk done!  Share photos and videos with #WSFBHungerWalk, 
and #FirstUMCSM, and tune into the closing show on October 24 
(www.walk.wsfb.org)

Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk Online: October 17 - 24

Celebration of 4th Grade Bibles and 
Sunday School Teachers
Fourth grade Bibles will be blessed on Sunday, October 31, to any 
fourth grader who would like to receive one.  Receiving a Bible is an 
important step in the faith journey of our children.  We rejoice as a 
community and with our families as our children grow in their love for 
God and one another.  Contact Tricia: t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.
org, if your fourth grader would like to receive a Bible in the mail.  We 
also celebrate the continued dedication of our Sunday School teachers, 
who continue teaching Sunday School class both in-person and online. 
Tricia Guerrero will be preaching this Sunday.

Sunday, October 31, 10 a.m. In-Person and Online WorshipWorld Communion Sunday
United Methodists celebrate World Communion Sunday on the first 
Sunday in October. The special day calls the church to reach out to 
all people and celebrate diversity among God’s children. If you will be 
worshipping online, you may drive by the front of the Sanctuary on 
Saturday, October 2, from 10 a.m. 
- 12 p.m. (the same time as Blessing of 
the Animals) to pick up prepackaged 
Communion Elements (individually 
packaged wafer and pre-filled 
communion cup), in preparation 
for this special celebration.

World Communion Sunday, 
Sunday October 3, 10 a.m. 
In-Person and Online Worship

LOOKING FORWARD
Sunday, November 1:  All Saints Sunday, 10 a.m. Worship
Each year in our All Saints Sunday worship, we lift up the names of the
beloved members of our congregation who have died in the past year
and gone home to be with the Lord.  We will also offer the White Ribbon 
Memorial, with opportunities to request a ribbon online, and also sign a 
ribbon before and after in-person worship.

Sunday, November 21:  Charge Conference Sunday - Online
Tune in for our Zoom Charge Conference on November 21, at 1 p.m., 
which will again bring us together to celebrate the amazing ministry 
and mission of First UMC, as we hold ourselves accountable for the year
just past and all that lies ahead as our 147th year begins.

November 28:  First Sunday of Advent



Online After-Worship Social Hour
If you worship in the sanctuary or online, there will be an informal 
gathering time in the First UMC Courtyard.  Everyone is welcome 
to come to church in-person and then join the Zoom meeting for 
community time when you get home! 

Sundays after Worship, 11 a.m. via Zoom
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/96578397184 
Zoom ID: 965 7839 7184     Password: fumc 

page 2

Worship Online 
We offer several options for participating in online worship.  You may 
join in the service Livestream in real time or later at your convenience 
on these platforms:
Sundays 10 a.m. Worship Online LIVESTREAM on: 
    • Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc/live 
    • Website: www.santamonicaumc.org
    • YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC  
    • The First UMC App: (download from the App Store,         
        search FirstUMC_SM) 

October Ongoing Ministries:
• Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Sanctuary Open for Prayer, Wednesdays, 12 p.m. - 2 p.m.
• Open Space Young Adults Soul Care: Monthly gathering on the first 
Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m., remaining Wednesdays, 7 p.m. via Zoom
• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero: 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays: October 6 & 20, 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 
• Sunday Morning Walks, Sundays, *9 a.m., First UMC Courtyard
(note time change from 8 a.m.)
• Sunday School for Kids: Sundays, 10 a.m. Hybrid schedule (1st/3rd 
Sundays on Zoom, 2nd/4th Sundays In-Person)
• UMYF Youth Group:  Sundays, 6 p.m. First UMC Courtyard 
For more information on all of these programs, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org

SUNDAY MORNING IN-PERSON
Worship in the Sanctuary
We worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. in-person in the Sanctuary each 
week.  The worship service is 35-40 minutes.  We continue to be 
mindful and cautious, and follow these guidelines:

• Masks are required for everyone
• If you are feeling ill, please worship online rather than in-person
• Ushers will guide us to maintain physical distancing in the 
Sanctuary
• We hope to resume congregational singing at a later date
• Offering Plates will be available in the Narthex to receive tithes 
and offerings. You may also continue to give online.
• We encourage everyone to greet one another with elbow or fist 
bumps, or with hands pressed together and a small bow, rather 
than with hugs or handshakes
• Children’s Ministries: Sunday School 10 a.m. Hybrid schedule 
(1st/3rd Sundays on Zoom, 2nd/4th Sundays In-Person)

SUNDAY MORNING  - ONLINE

October Mid-Week Recital
The Fall 2021 Mid-Week Recitals continue with Cristina Montes 
Mateo, harp.  Winner of the unanimously 1st Prize in the XII Edition 
of the “Torneo Internazionale 
di Musica” (Rome, 2006) and 
the unanimously 1st Prize in the 
International Harp Competition 
“V. Bucchi” (2009), Cristina 
Montes Mateo is recognized 
as one of the leading harpists 
of her generation throughout 
the world. She has also won 
top international prizes at the 
“Arpista Ludovico” International 
Harp Competition (Madrid, 
2005), the “International Nippon Harp Contest” (Tokyo, 2007), and 
the prestigious Concours International de Harpe “Lily Laskine”  (Paris, 
2011); as well as numerous national harp solo competitions like the 
“Jeunesses Musicales” Competition (2003) or “Victor Salvi” Special 
Prize at the “Arpa Plus” Contest (2001).  To read full bio, visit the 
website: www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recitals

How to watch:    
• Facebook Live - Search @santamonicaumc
• YouTube Live- Search “Santa Monica UMC”  
• Website - www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
• The App - download the app at the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM

October Mid-Week Recital: Wednesday, October 13, 12:10 p.m. 
Livestream. Available to watch anytime afterwards on the above platforms.

New Bible Study with Rev. Larry Young
Rev. Larry Young will be leading 
a new Zoom class entitled 
“Reading the Old Testament 
Through Jewish Eyes,” beginning 
on Thursday, October 7 and 
running for 6 weeks.  Duplicate 
sessions will be offered at 2 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. each Thursday.  The 
class will focus on the Torah - the 
first five Old Testament books, 
and will follow the Rabbi Evan 
Moffic's workbook and videos. 

Rabbi Moffic has a special passion for communicating a specifically 
Jewish understanding of the Torah to Christian audiences. His aim is to 
give us a sense of how Jesus would have understood these scriptures. 
Instructions for ordering the student book will be given when you sign 
up for the class.  To sign up, email Rev. Larry at lyoung@ljyoung.net.

Reading the Old Testament Through Jewish Eyes:
Begins Thursday, October 7,  2 p.m. and 7 p.m. (same class) 

Flowers and Displays 
We continue to accept donations to the Flower Fund to 
remember or honor a loved one for Sunday Worship service. 
To donate to the flower fund, go to: www.santamonicaumc.
org/flower-fund

SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER 
For the full calendar, visit the website: www.santamonicaumc.org
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3 -  World Communion Sunday
9 a.m. Sunday Walkers, meet in the First UMC Courtyard
10 a.m. Sunday School for Kids, via Zoom
10 a.m. In-Person Worship, First UMC Sanctuary, AND
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook, Website, App & YouTube)
After worship:  In Person Social Hour, First UMC Courtyard
11 a.m. After Worship Social Hour, via Zoom (Online Blessing of the Animals) 
6 p.m. UMYF, First UMC Courtyard
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10 - First UMC Anniversary
9 a.m. Sunday Walkers, meet in the First UMC Courtyard
10 a.m. Sunday School for Kids, First UMC Preschool playground
10 a.m. In-Person Worship, First UMC Sanctuary, AND
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook, Website, App & YouTube)
After worship:  In Person Social Hour, First UMC Courtyard
11 a.m. After Worship Social Hour, via Zoom 
6 p.m. UMYF, First UMC Courtyard
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17 - Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk online
9 a.m. Sunday Walkers, meet in the First UMC Courtyard
10 a.m. Sunday School for Kids, via Zoom
10 a.m. In-Person Worship, First UMC Sanctuary, AND 
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook, Website, App & YouTube)
After worship:  In Person Social Hour, First UMC Courtyard
11 a.m. After Worship Social Hour, via Zoom 
6 p.m. UMYF, First UMC Courtyard
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24 
9 a.m. Sunday Walkers, meet in the First UMC Courtyard, walking for the 
Westside Food Bank today
10 a.m. Sunday School for Kids, First UMC Preschool playground
10 a.m. In-Person Worship, First UMC Sanctuary, AND 
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook, Website, App & YouTube)
After worship:  In Person Social Hour, First UMC Courtyard
11 a.m. After Worship Social Hour, via Zoom 
6 p.m. UMYF, First UMC Courtyard
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31 - Children's Sabbath, 4th Grade Bibles, Sunday 
School Teacher Recognition
9 a.m. Sunday Walkers, meet in the First UMC Courtyard
10 a.m. Sunday School for Kids, via Zoom
10 a.m. In-Person Worship, First UMC Sanctuary, AND
10 a.m. Online Worship Service (Facebook, Website, App & YouTube)
After worship:  In Person Social Hour, First UMC Courtyard
11 a.m. After Worship Social Hour, via Zoom 
6 p.m. UMYF, (no meeting today)

31st Annual Westside Food Bank 
Online Hunger Walk 
The Hunger Walk is online again this year, but for the tens of thousands 
more people in our community still suffering due to COVID-19, 
hunger has never been more 
real.  Together, we can make a 
big difference for our neighbors 
experiencing hunger.  Join  First 
UMC members Russ and 
Barbara Whittenburg as they 
co-captain the First UMC Team, 
and let's walk together to end 
hunger! 
1. Sign up on the First UMC page:  
Go to: www.santamonicaumc.
org/hunger-walk/   Register for 
free. Every walker receives a t-shirt and gift bag.

2. Let's Walk! Tune into the kickoff livestream at on Sunday, October 
17th. Then you'll have a week to complete your 5K.  

3. Walk with First UMC friends! Meet with the Sunday Morning 
Walkers on October 24, at 9 a.m. at the First UMC Courtyard to get 
your walk done!  Share photos and videos with #WSFBHungerWalk, 
and #FirstUMCSM, and tune into the closing show on October 24 
(www.walk.wsfb.org)

Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk Online: October 17 - 24

Celebration of 4th Grade Bibles and 
Sunday School Teachers
Fourth grade Bibles will be blessed on Sunday, October 31, to any 
fourth grader who would like to receive one.  Receiving a Bible is an 
important step in the faith journey of our children.  We rejoice as a 
community and with our families as our children grow in their love for 
God and one another.  Contact Tricia: t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.
org, if your fourth grader would like to receive a Bible in the mail.  We 
also celebrate the continued dedication of our Sunday School teachers, 
who continue teaching Sunday School class both in-person and online. 
Tricia Guerrero will be preaching this Sunday.

Sunday, October 31, 10 a.m. In-Person and Online WorshipWorld Communion Sunday
United Methodists celebrate World Communion Sunday on the first 
Sunday in October. The special day calls the church to reach out to 
all people and celebrate diversity among God’s children. If you will be 
worshipping online, you may drive by the front of the Sanctuary on 
Saturday, October 2, from 10 a.m. 
- 12 p.m. (the same time as Blessing of 
the Animals) to pick up prepackaged 
Communion Elements (individually 
packaged wafer and pre-filled 
communion cup), in preparation 
for this special celebration.

World Communion Sunday, 
Sunday October 3, 10 a.m. 
In-Person and Online Worship

LOOKING FORWARD
Sunday, November 1:  All Saints Sunday, 10 a.m. Worship
Each year in our All Saints Sunday worship, we lift up the names of the
beloved members of our congregation who have died in the past year
and gone home to be with the Lord.  We will also offer the White Ribbon 
Memorial, with opportunities to request a ribbon online, and also sign a 
ribbon before and after in-person worship.

Sunday, November 21:  Charge Conference Sunday - Online
Tune in for our Zoom Charge Conference on November 21, at 1 p.m., 
which will again bring us together to celebrate the amazing ministry 
and mission of First UMC, as we hold ourselves accountable for the year
just past and all that lies ahead as our 147th year begins.

November 28:  First Sunday of Advent



FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
                      of SANTA MONICA

PRESCHOOL

Preschool 
Corner

Excited children and parents line up to 
safely check in, following Covid protocols.

Ms. Dee greets a student to welcome 
them in.

Parents getting their last photos 
before saying goodbye.

Each student is escorted in to their 
classroom.

Mr. Dane checking in Rooms S1, S2 & 107.

More first day of school photo opps.

First day of school!

The teachers helping everyone settle in. 
We're off to a great start!

Births
• Ayla Nakatani Guerrero, born to parents Perry and Yumi 
Guerrero, uncle and aunt Adam & Tricia Guerrero, and 
grandparents Henry & Phebe Guerrero.

Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:

• to First UMC member Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, on the death of her 
father, John Hicks, who died August 28.

• We give thanks to God for the life and life everlasting of our dear 
friend, John August Swanson, who died September 22.  First UMC 
has had a long and wonderful relationship with John, and we are 
blessed with many pieces of his art spread throughout our campus.  
May he rest in peace and joy and may our spirits always be made 
more faithful and beautiful through the lasting gifts of his faith 
and art.

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which is 
available for people to leave a message requesting care. If you have any 
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our 
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate,
Anne Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call 
(310)393-8258 ext. 103.   

Medicare Enrollment
Open enrollment for Medicare 2022 is  from October 15 - December 7.  
If you're 65 or older, this is when you can start thinking about signing 
up for Medicare or reevaluate your coverage and make changes if 
necessary.  To help with that decision making, the following link will 
walk you through the process:   https://www.medicare.gov/sites/
default/files/2021-02/12116%201-21-21%20508.pdf.   Or to speak 
with a local Medicare expert, WISE and Healthy Aging recommends 
contacting Bruce Johnston at: (310)351-7772, 
or www.101medicare.com/annual-election-period-news

Prayer Quilts - How to Request
The Prayer Quilt Ministry continues to offer Prayer Quilts to those in 
need. To request a quilt:
1.  Talk to the intended recipient.
• Ask if the person is willing to be 
prayed for and to receive a quilt.
• Ask what specific prayers are 
wished for.
• There is no charge for the quilt – it is 
a gift of love.

2. Contact Maile Marquand (maile@
rugbooks.com) or Sue Payne 
(sue.f.payne@gmail.com).
3.  Select the quilt if some are already made, or suggest colors if one is 
to be selected for you.

Once the quilt selection has been made, First UMC will display the 
quilt in the Friday Community Email, and also during Sunday 10 a.m. 
Worship.  You may call or email Sarah in the church office to request 
a tie be made on the quilt for you; she will let you know the requested 
prayers: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), or s.rold@santamonicaumc.org,  
Prayers will be collected Tuesday – Friday of the following week, and 
the prayer knots will be tied by the church staff.
www.santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry

Community Pop-Up Library - 
Celebrating 5 Years!
This year, First UMC 's Community Pop-Up Library celebrates its 5th 
Anniversary!   In the Fall of 2016, the architectural concept for the 
library was developed by First UMC member Todd Erlandson, and 
built by First UMC member Robert Hedges.  Bob said constructing the 
library “was an interesting project, and another type of ministry offered 
by the church. I hope the library benefits the local community for years 
to come,” and that it has!   Community neighbors, preschool families 
and church members have all enjoyed browsing, taking, and donating 
the books this little library has to share. 

John August Swanson 
with Rev. Patricia Farris, 
during the dedication of 
the "Loaves and Fishes" 
serigraph in the Chapel 
in 2008.

In November 2020, Rev. Patricia 
interviewed John about his 
artwork, inspirations, and the 
piece "Together," which currently 
hangs in the narthex of the 
Sanctuary. To view the video, 
go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org.firesideroomart 

A blessing of the library was held on September 11, 2016
by Rev. Patricia Farris and Rev. Robert English.

Bob Hedges, at the 
completion of the library 
building process.

Happenings
On September 12, 2021, after a year and a half of 
online only worship due to Covid-19 restrictions, 
the Sanctuary doors were opened once again for 
In-Person worship, following safety guidelines.
At the same time, the service was Livestreamed 
in real time, so that those at home could 
continue to worship online. Here are some scenes 
from the day.

The tech crew: Brandon Searfoss, Hannah Ford-
Monroe, and Adam Guerrero prepare to broadcast 
the Livestream recording of the service.

Visitors making their way into the Sanctuary.

Sections of the Sanctuary are roped off so that 
physical distancing guidelines are followed.

The service is livestreamed on Facebook, 
Youtube and the First UMC app, for those 
worshiping online.

After worship, there 
is an informal gathering 
time outside in the 
courtyard.  

Online community time 
continues via Zoom 
Sunday mornings at 
11 a.m. (not pictured.) 
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Excited children and parents line up to 
safely check in, following Covid protocols.

Ms. Dee greets a student to welcome 
them in.

Parents getting their last photos 
before saying goodbye.

Each student is escorted in to their 
classroom.

Mr. Dane checking in Rooms S1, S2 & 107.

More first day of school photo opps.

First day of school!

The teachers helping everyone settle in. 
We're off to a great start!

Births
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Guerrero, uncle and aunt Adam & Tricia Guerrero, and 
grandparents Henry & Phebe Guerrero.

Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:

• to First UMC member Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, on the death of her 
father, John Hicks, who died August 28.

• We give thanks to God for the life and life everlasting of our dear 
friend, John August Swanson, who died September 22.  First UMC 
has had a long and wonderful relationship with John, and we are 
blessed with many pieces of his art spread throughout our campus.  
May he rest in peace and joy and may our spirits always be made 
more faithful and beautiful through the lasting gifts of his faith 
and art.

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which is 
available for people to leave a message requesting care. If you have any 
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our 
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate,
Anne Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call 
(310)393-8258 ext. 103.   

Medicare Enrollment
Open enrollment for Medicare 2022 is  from October 15 - December 7.  
If you're 65 or older, this is when you can start thinking about signing 
up for Medicare or reevaluate your coverage and make changes if 
necessary.  To help with that decision making, the following link will 
walk you through the process:   https://www.medicare.gov/sites/
default/files/2021-02/12116%201-21-21%20508.pdf.   Or to speak 
with a local Medicare expert, WISE and Healthy Aging recommends 
contacting Bruce Johnston at: (310)351-7772, 
or www.101medicare.com/annual-election-period-news

Prayer Quilts - How to Request
The Prayer Quilt Ministry continues to offer Prayer Quilts to those in 
need. To request a quilt:
1.  Talk to the intended recipient.
• Ask if the person is willing to be 
prayed for and to receive a quilt.
• Ask what specific prayers are 
wished for.
• There is no charge for the quilt – it is 
a gift of love.

2. Contact Maile Marquand (maile@
rugbooks.com) or Sue Payne 
(sue.f.payne@gmail.com).
3.  Select the quilt if some are already made, or suggest colors if one is 
to be selected for you.

Once the quilt selection has been made, First UMC will display the 
quilt in the Friday Community Email, and also during Sunday 10 a.m. 
Worship.  You may call or email Sarah in the church office to request 
a tie be made on the quilt for you; she will let you know the requested 
prayers: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), or s.rold@santamonicaumc.org,  
Prayers will be collected Tuesday – Friday of the following week, and 
the prayer knots will be tied by the church staff.
www.santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry
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the books this little library has to share. 

John August Swanson 
with Rev. Patricia Farris, 
during the dedication of 
the "Loaves and Fishes" 
serigraph in the Chapel 
in 2008.

In November 2020, Rev. Patricia 
interviewed John about his 
artwork, inspirations, and the 
piece "Together," which currently 
hangs in the narthex of the 
Sanctuary. To view the video, 
go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org.firesideroomart 

A blessing of the library was held on September 11, 2016
by Rev. Patricia Farris and Rev. Robert English.

Bob Hedges, at the 
completion of the library 
building process.

Happenings
On September 12, 2021, after a year and a half of 
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In-Person worship, following safety guidelines.
At the same time, the service was Livestreamed 
in real time, so that those at home could 
continue to worship online. Here are some scenes 
from the day.

The tech crew: Brandon Searfoss, Hannah Ford-
Monroe, and Adam Guerrero prepare to broadcast 
the Livestream recording of the service.

Visitors making their way into the Sanctuary.
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Horizons

Senior Minister
Rev. Patricia Farris

Blessing of the Animals 2021
First UMC is pleased to present the Annual Blessing of the Animals!  
This year we offer Drive Thru car blessings in the loading zone area 
in front of the Sanctuary, and also Walk-Up blessings in the First 
UMC Courtyard.  We'll collect pet supplies for a local pet shelter, have 
a Memorial Wall, and arts and crafts for the kids.  Bring your pets for 
this beloved annual tradition!   We hold this year's event in memory of 
Nancy Perov, former First UMC office manager, who conceived and 
organized the first Blessing of the Animals 15 years ago.

If you can't make it on Saturday, attend Zoom coffee hour after 
worship on Sunday, October 3, at 11 a.m., for an online blessing.

In-Person Blessings: Saturday, October 2, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
in the First UMC Courtyard and in the loading zone

Online Blessings: Sunday, October 3, 11 a.m. via Zoom
Zoom Codes: https://zoom.us/j/96578397184 
Zoom ID: 965 7839 7184    Password: fumc

Several weeks ago I realized that a local drugstore had already 
put out Halloween decorations, costumes, candies, and cards—
about two months early.  I had to stop and remember that it 
really was only August and I wasn’t behind in getting prepared.  
Two explanations came to mind, in addition to sales.  I wondered 
if either people are so spooked by COVID and its variations 
that “real” ghosts and goblins seemed preferable, or if we’re all 
looking for a fun celebration of any sort and eager for it to come.

I don’t know.  And I don’t know that kids will be out trick-or-
treating this year.  But I do know for certain that we have some real 
fun things in store at First UMC in October including the annual 
Blessing of the Animals, World Communion Sunday, our First 
UMC Anniversary, the Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk, Larry 
Young’s new Zoom Bible Study, the Wednesday Mid-Week Recital, 
Children’s Sabbath and giving out Bibles to our 4th Graders.

Wear your costume if you’d like, but don’t miss any of it.  And if 
you want to bring some Halloween treats to share, I don’t think 
anyone would mind.

I look forward to worshipping, studying, celebrating and serving 
with all of you!

The First UMC App
One great feature of the First UMC app is that it offers 
one more way to participate in the Sunday worship 
service.  If you can’t make it to church, or you’re traveling 
and are away from your computer, you can still pull up 
the Sunday service Livestream on your smartphone or 
tablet Sundays at 10 a.m., or anytime afterwards at your 
convenience. 

To download the app, go to the App Store, 
and search "FirstUMC_SM."

Scenes from last year's Blessing of the 
Animals with Rev. Farris (left), and 
Patty Hedges, above.
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