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Lamentations 3:22-24 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” 
 
In 1975, First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica celebrated our centennial year.  100 years of presence, witness, and 
service.  Our motto for that special celebration was this: “Cherish the Past…Rejoice in the Present…Challenge the Future.” 
 
“Cherish the Past…Rejoice in the Present…Challenge the Future.”  That rings just as true today, doesn’t it, 46 years later.  Well, 
certainly, the “cherish the past” part does.  How far back does your sense of that past go?  For some of us, just the thought of thinking 
back to the past pre-COVID, brings a sense of nostalgia and grounding in a better time, an easier time perhaps.  For others, our 
memories of FUMC may call to mind high moments in the life of the church—Christmas Eve candlelight services, Easters, concerts, 
baptisms, weddings, the commissioning of mission teams and the celebration of graduates.  For others, cherishing the past will bring 
close to our hearts memories of dear saints who now have joined that great cloud of witnesses, eternal in the heavens, dear ones with 
whom we shared a place in the pew, a song in the choir, a cup of coffee, creating a craft for the UMW Christmas Bazaar, a moment of 
prayer in a time of need.  “Cherish the Past.”  Thanks be to God for the rich past that is the story of First UMC. 
 
“Rejoice in the Present.”  Well, it may just be my wishful thinking here, but I have a sense that ‘rejoicing the present’ was more fun in 
1975.  Worship attendance was strong.  Finances were good.  Clergy and lay leaders dreamed and launched our ‘Church Beautiful’ 
campaign, to preserve and refurbish our sanctuary and facilities, whose costs kept climbing as the projects unfolded, stretching our 
giving to unforeseen heights. Challenging times, good times.  The launch of Upward Bound House, still one of the most ambitious and 
successful programs to address the needs of homeless families in our entire area.   
 
Oh, it was controversial to be sure, and again that dream stretched our congregation way beyond its comfort zone in terms of vision 
and dollars.  But, boy—talk about “rejoicing in the present!”  Just this week I received a copy of this year’s UBH Annual Report.  Can 
you believe that this year, in this crazy challenging COVID present-moment in which we live, UBH served 505 families, including 971 
children, moved 293 families into permanent housing, served 83,654 meals?!   
 
We know the challenges remain great, but we, through UBH, are equipped to meet the moment, and do more than we’d ever imagined 
possible to stand alongside and give a hand up to folks eager to start a new chapter in their lives, for themselves and their 
kids.  “Rejoice in the present!” 
 
And still we continue to “Challenge the Future.”  You know, somewhere along the way of this incredible journey together, we adopted a 
new motto: “Be the Hope.”  It came to us after Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans in 2005, as we were supporting the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief and organizing our first work teams.  We rallied to “Be the Hope” for brothers and sisters, working 
faithfully alongside them to challenge the future and rebuild stronger. 
 
“Challenge the Future….Be the Hope!”  Little did we know how deep we would need to draw on that same audacious spirit when life 
plunged us into the unknown world of the coronavirus pandemic in early 2020.   
 
You know, there’s actually a lot in the DNA of our congregation that helped prepare us for this moment, though we probably weren’t 
thinking of all that at the time.  We’ve survived through a smallpox epidemic, Prohibition—which deeply divided the church—the Great 
Depression, two World Wars, the earthquake of 1994 which seriously damaged our beloved sanctuary—a stretch of roofline up in the 
Chancel area was open to the sky.  Deep fissures were found in some walls.  Virtually every pane of glass in the whole complex was 
shattered.  We were sent worshipping in Simkins Hall for many months while repairs were made.   
 
We’re tougher and more resilient than we know and we have it in us to Challenge the Future and Be the Hope whatever that might 
hold.  It’s at the heart of not only our experience, but of our faith, isn’t it?  The same faith that gets us through the challenges we face in 
our own personal lives as we journey along.  We heard Ron read it for us this morning from the Book of Lamentations:   
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, God’s mercies never come to an end; They are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in God.” 
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Therefore I will hope in God. 
 
I chose for the cover of today’s Order of Worship a photo of this sanctuary, the fourth in our history… when it was first being built.  It’s 
on the cover of “Be the Hope:  The Story of the First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica” written by our own Jerry Brown.  I’m 
drawing heavily on his work for today’s sermon.  If you don’t have a copy, be sure to pick one up this morning or find it on our 
webpage. 
 
Jerry writes that the damage from that 1974 quake would have been much more severe were it not for this sturdy steel frame of the 
building, all our buildings actually, with reinforced concrete and brick supports.  Steel frame, concrete supports.  Friends, our faith in 
God is our steel spiritual frame.  It shapes and secures us, grounds and protects us, keeps us safe in the storms of life, come what may.   
 
And our support is found in one another, this strong, vibrant, deeply prayerful and faithful community.  We are one another’s strength 
and support, come what may. 
 
We are here present today across time and space.  And we will indeed lean into the future as we have always done.  For, as our 
Quartet will sing in a few moments: “We walk by faith, and not by sight, led by God’s pure and holy Light! Prepare us for the journey, 
Lord, and may we know Your pow’r and might, as we walk by faith and not by sight.” 
 
“Cherish the Past…Rejoice in the Present…Challenge the Future…Be the Hope.” 
 
Thanks be to God.  AMEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 
Jerry Brown.  Be the Hope!  The Story of the First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica. 
https://santamonicaumc.org/first-umc-history/ 
 
 
 


