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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
In-Person and Online Worship
FRI  DEC  24 - 7 p.m.   Choir, Organ, Harp & Candlelight

Christmas Eve Outdoor Worship In-Person Worship
FRI  DEC  24 - 4 p.m.  

Lessons & Carols In-Person and Online Worship 
SUN  DEC  19 - 10 a.m.  Part 1 

SUN  DEC  26 - 10 a.m.  Part 2

CHRISTMAS  2021

First UMC Courtyard – Family Friendly
Celebrate with Christmas carols, re-telling the Christmas story, 
and rejoicing together!

FIRST UMC OFFICE  HOURS
Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Pastoral care by appointment only: 310-393-8258, enter ext. 1

The days of Advent draw us, step by step, closer to the stable and the manger 
where new life will be born at Christmas.  Overhead, the stars are brightly 
shining, lighting the rich deep blue of the night sky with luminescent joy.

The earth turns, the stars appear, the moon waxes and wanes.  God is in the 
heavens.  The angels hover overhead.  The Magi make their adventuresome way 
following the light of that one special star.  Mary and Joseph find themselves on 
the road as the time for the birth draws near.

The Christmas story never fails to astonish us with its holy mystery and equally 
astonishing ordinariness.  A baby is born.  The animals offer refuge and 
warmth.  Things might appear to be normal, but we know, we believe with all 
our heart, that new life comes for all.  For us.  For the world.  For the whole of 
creation.

My Christmas prayer for each of you is that God’s light will shine brightly in your 
hearts, and that you will experience a renewed sense of God’s love and healing 
presence in your life.  For the light shining in the darkness, shining persistently 
and magnificently, heralds the dawn of a new day. In the Christ Child is born the 
fullness of life, joy, and peace for all. 

Horizons

Back by popular demand:  the United Methodist 
Women’s delicious Peanut Brittle recipe!
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Worship Online 
We offer several options for participating in online worship.  You may 
join in the service Livestream in real time or later at your convenience on 
these platforms:
Sundays 10 a.m. Worship Online LIVESTREAM on: 
    • Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc/live 
    • Website: www.santamonicaumc.org
    • YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC  
    • The First UMC App: (download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM) 

December Ongoing Ministries:
• Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Open Space Young Adults Soul Care: Next Meeting In-Person: 
December 8, 7 p.m.
• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero: 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays: December 1 & 15, 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 
• Sunday School for Kids: Sundays, 10 a.m.
Hybrid of in-person and Zoom Sunday School for ages 2 and up.
• UMYF Youth Group:  Sundays, 6 p.m. First UMC Courtyard

For more information on all of these programs, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org
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SUNDAY MORNING IN-PERSON & ONLINEE
Worship in the Sanctuary
We worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. in-person in the Sanctuary each week 
following these guidelines:

• Masks are required for everyone  •  If you are feeling ill, please worship 
online rather than in-person • Ushers will guide us to maintain physical 
distancing in the Sanctuary  •  Offering Plates will be available in the 
Narthex to receive tithes and offerings. You may also continue to give 
online.  •  We encourage everyone to greet one another with elbow or 
fist bumps, or with hands pressed together and a small bow, rather 
than with hugs or handshakes  •  Children’s Ministries: Sunday School 
10 a.m. Hybrid schedule of in-person at the First UMC Preschool 
playground, and online.

After Worship Social Hour: In-Person 
and Online
If you worship in the sanctuary or online, there is an informal gathering 
time in the First UMC Courtyard.  Everyone is welcome to come to 
church in-person and then join the Zoom meeting for community time 
when you get home! 
Coffee Hour Topics for December:
Dec 5 - Alternative Christmas presentation, followed by community 
time:  What's your favorite holiday tradition?
Dec 12 - Alternative Christmas 
presentation, followed by 
community time: What's your favorite 
holiday movie?
Dec 19 - Show & Tell:  Favorite 
Christmas ornament?
Dec 26 - Stories:  Favorite childhood 
Christmas present?

Sundays after Worship, 11 a.m. via Zoom
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/96578397184 
Zoom ID: 965 7839 7184     Password: fumc 

Sunday, December 5: Second Sunday of Advent/ Holy Communion
In-Person and Online Advent Service continues the tradition of lighting 
the Advent Candles, and special music from the choir.

Sunday, December 12: Third Sunday of Advent
In-Person and Online Advent Service continues the tradition of lighting 
the Advent Candles, and special music from the choir.

Sunday, December 19: Fourth Sunday of Advent
Part 1 of the Annual Service of Lessons and Carols. Special music with 
violin and piano.

Friday, December 24: Family Christmas Eve Service - 4 p.m.
First UMC Courtyard - Family Friendly 
Celebrate with Christmas carols, re-telling the Christmas story, and 
rejoicing together!

Friday, December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 7 p.m.  
In-Person and Online Worship 
Choir, Organ, Harp and Candlelight

Sunday, December 26: First Sunday after Christmas
Part 2 of the Annual Service of Lessons and Carols. Special music from 
the choir.

SUNDAYS  IN WORSHIP

Advent Devotional 2021
This year, the Spiritual Formation Council invites you to continue 
reading your Advent Devotional - offered in both printed and online 
versions.  The devotional is written by First UMC congregants, and 
provides a wonderful opportunity to share Advent with family and 
friends. This year’s theme is “The Stars Are Brightly Shining.”   

We also offer Audio Devotion files for the Sundays in Advent, and the 
last week of Advent. If you haven’t yet, you can still sign up now to 
receive the daily email devotions: www.santamonicaumc.org/advent.  
The printed booklet is available in the church office, and outside the 
Sanctuary on Sunday mornings.

Angel Tree 
Angel Tree is back and is again being 
chaired by church member, Chris Ruud.  
This church/community project fills 26 
laundry baskets with new household items 
to provide the families of Family Place/
Upward Bound House with new things for 
Christmas.  
Needed items:  2 sets of towels, twin sheets, 
twin blanket, bathroom rugs or first aid kit. 
Please call or email Chris (310 393.3255, chr10is@yahoo.com) and 
she will tell you what is still needed and what you can do to help.  The 
ornament tags that indicate the apartment numbers and what the 
specific gift(s) are that you've purchased and wrapped, can be mailed 
or dropped off to you so that you can attach them to to the wrapped 
gift(s).   The wrapped gifts can be dropped off at the church office or 
call Chris for pick up.  Thank you so much for considering to support 
Angel Tree.  santamonicaumc.org/angel-tree-project/

Angel Tree: runs thru December 12

Advent Bible Study 
with Tricia Guerrero
Join Tricia Guerrero for an Advent Bible 
study on Zoom, for three Thursdays 
in December. The study will help us to 
prepare for Sunday worship in Advent, 
as we reflect on the coming Sunday’s 
scripture, alongside parts of John 

August Swanson’s artwork, The Annunciation.  To sign up, visit:
www.santamonicaumc.org/advent

Advent Bible Study: December 2, 9 & 16, via Zoom

Creche in the Courtyard & Santa 
Monica Display
For many years First UMC has had 2 creches:  
one in the courtyard and one in the Santa 
Monica display in Pacific Palisades.  Members 
Chuck Kearsley, Dennis Payne and Dan 
Stirling worked on setting up the Palisades 
creche for years.  This year, we’ll have some 
of the Open Space group taking over the 
task of preparing that creche for public view.

The stable and fencing lumber for the First UMC creche were built over 
the course of two years by member Lance Peterman, and continues 
to be the structure of our creche in the courtyard today.  The original 
mannequins came from the old Henshey’s Department Store in Santa 
Monica, when member Vivian Spurgin, who was manager there for 
many years, was allowed to keep some of them when the store closed. 
The mannequins became Joseph, Mary and the shepherds.  Over the 
years we have added more lighting and signage around our creche and 
it continues to be a beloved part of our Advent season. 

Come by the church campus during the month of December to view the 
annual Creche scene.  We thank Dan and Cooper Nessel, and  Javier 
Espinoza for the installation, and Dee and Jim Menzies for providing 
the hay.

Santa Monica Nativity Scenes
Santa Monica’s famed Nativity Scenes are returning to their most 
recent home at Calvary Baptist Church for their annual display 
between December 11 thru January 3.  The event features 14 dioramas 
in the display that depicts scenes from the New Testament, including 
The Annunciation, Joseph’s dream, and Herod’s Court as well as the 
Manger. The display this year will begin along Broadway, and it will end 
along 20th Street.

To see this year’s display, drivers can head East on Broadway from 19th 
Street. The display will be on your right hand side. Metered parking is 
available on the street and limited parking in the church parking lot.

Alternative Christmas Fair – Online
Sponsored by the Missions Council, the Alternative Christmas Fair 
is a way to support mission projects and programs in the community 
and around the world, by giving a financial gift in the name of a loved 
one. Each donation ($5 minimum) comes with a e-card with the gift 
information. Share the SPIRIT of Christmas!  This year we celebrate 
Alternative Christmas on the website through December.  View the 
2021 Projects, and fill out the Giving Form online, then you will receive a 
receipt via email with your donation. www.santamonicaumc.org/acfair

*Coffee Hour with Missions Council 
Join Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, Missions Council chair, as she joins 11 a.m. 
Zoom Social Hour to discuss the Mission Projects of the Alternative 
Christmas Online Fair. 
December 5 & 12, 11 a.m. via Zoom

Looking Forward: Mid-Week Recitals 
2022
We thank Dr. Jim Smith for the Fall 2021 Mid-Week Recitals. If you missed 
any of the performances, you may find all of the recordings on our 
YouTube page: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC

We look forward to January 2022 for the next season of recitals:

January 12   Philip Vaiman, violin
February 9   Tae Yeon Lim, piano
March 9   Ty Woodward, organ and piano, 
  assisted by James Smith, organ and piano
April 13    Sean O’Neal, organ
May 11    Clayton Haslop and Friends

Flowers
We thank Mike Eskridge for the 
beautiful flowers and seasonal 
displays in the Sanctuary. To 
donate to the flower fund, go 
to: www.santamonicaumc.org/
flower-fund.

“Each of us who tries to live the example of Jesus, by loving 
our neighbors as ourselves, carries a brightly shining star 
in our souls. And the collective light from those millions of 
souls will forever provide strength and hope and vision to 
the darkest corners of the world.” 

- excerpt from Michael Lamb’s devotion, for December 23

Spring Concert 2022: Brahms Requiem
In conjunction with Pasadena Methodist Church
(details to follow)
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
                      of SANTA MONICA

PRESCHOOL
Preschool 
Corner

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which is 
available for people to leave a message requesting care. If you have any 
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our 
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate,
Anne Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call 
(310)393-8258 ext. 103.   

Medicare Enrollment
Open enrollment for Medicare 2022 ends December 7.  If you're 
65 or older, this is when you can start thinking about signing up for 
Medicare or reevaluate your coverage and make changes if necessary.  
To help with that decision making, the following link will walk you 
through the process:   https://www.medicare.gov/sites/default/
files/2021-02/12116%201-21-21%20508.pdf.   Or to speak with a local 
Medicare expert, WISE and Healthy Aging recommends contacting 
Bruce Johnston at: (310)351-7772, 
or www.101medicare.com/annual-election-period-news

Prayer Quilts - How to Request
The Prayer Quilt Ministry continues to offer Prayer Quilts to those in 
need. To request a quilt: 
1.  Talk to the intended recipient.  
Ask if the person is willing to be 
prayed for and to receive a quilt.  
Ask what specific prayers are 
wished for.  There is no charge for 
the quilt – it is  a gift of love.
2. Contact Maile Marquand (maile@rugbooks.com) or Sue Payne 
(pictured above) (sue.f.payne@gmail.com).
3.  Select the quilt if some are already made, or suggest colors if one 
is to be selected for you.  Once the quilt selection has been made, 
First UMC will display the quilt in the Friday Community Email, and 
also during Sunday 10 a.m. Worship.  You may call or email Sarah 
in the church office to request a tie be made on the quilt for you; she 
will let you know the requested prayers: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), 
or s.rold@santamonicaumc.org.  Prayers will be collected Tuesday – 
Friday of the following week, and the prayer knots will be tied by the 
church staff. www.santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry
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Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:

• First UMC member Jack L. Conner, who died October 29. 
• First UMC member Joseph N. Owens, who died November 23.
• First UMC member David P. Searfoss, who died November 27.

Reach out and Stay Connected!
“I want to suggest that each of us think about folks we miss seeing 
at church, someone we enjoyed talking with at Coffee Hour, 
someone who sat in a nearby pew...and simply give them a call!   It 
will bless your day, and theirs as well.  (Call the church office if you 
need a phone number.)”  - Rev. Patricia Farris

Stewardship 2022
Our annual Stewardship Campaign 
is always an important time in the 
life of the church. This year it is more 
important than ever as we look to the 
future and make plans for 2022.  This 
coming year we reflect on Then  Now 
Next as we prepare for all that is to 
become.  Please join us in this moment 
with faith and hope.  Your pledged 
support will be the basis for our 

budget for the 2022 fiscal year. There are several ways to pledge your 
support if you haven’t already:

• Pledge cards were sent to homes in November, and are available      
  at the church.  They can be mailed back or brought to the church.
• You may also pledge online:  
   www.santamonicaumc.org/stewardship.
• Print your own card to mail to the church office.
• Contact the church office Tues-Fri 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Thank you for your generosity.

And this year, we are pleased to share our online Clover 
Database software is matching all gifts up to $1,000 total 
for the congregation for those that set up recurring gifts by 
December 31. 

Prayer Requests
The Prayer Chain is a large network of persons who pray in response
to prayer requests. Members of the Prayer Chain treat all requests as
confidential. You may send a prayer request to the church at any time,
and our Prayer Chain will be notified. Go to www.santamonicaumc. 
org/prayer-requests.

Church Charge Conference - 
A Success!
Thank you for a wonderful Charge 
Conference on Sunday, November 
21.  This annual event is always 
a blessing and this year was no 
different, even though we gathered 
again this year via Zoom. Thank 
you for helping us celebrate the 
year’s ministry accomplishments 
and look ahead to where God is 
calling us for next year.  Look out 
2022!   Enjoy the year’s video recap of our community and faith in 
action on our YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=PY5VrE-WYqs
A huge thank you to Hannah Monroe-Ford and Adam Guerrero for your work 
on the video.

HAPPENINGS

Preschool focused November on all things Thanksgiving and 
the gift of being thankful.  The children are continuing to learn 
to appreciate things that are often taken for granted, such as 
parents, siblings, teachers, food, jackets, pets, and the list goes 
on.  We asked all of our parents to be sure to take a moment as 
a family to talk about gratitude and the people and things for 
which the children should be grateful.

On October 31, we celebrated Children’s Sabbath in worship, and encouraged everyone to come in their Halloween costumes. 
Here are some pictures following worship in the courtyard.

Margaret Gazey, Dorothy Nichols, 
and Linda Diane Anderson

Tricia Guerrero with Karen Lewis David and Joyce Landsverk with 
Anne Premer

Dot Plukas

Ann Wilson

Adam Guerrero, Molly Smith, David Penson and
Anne Premer.  Molly Smith (right) in her 

hand-made costume.

Listening Hearts Women’s Group with Tricia Guerrero 
meets online twice a month, but came together for an 
in-person gathering in Tricia’s backyard.

Scenes from recent UMYF gatherings, with Tricia 
Guerrero and Youth counselors.

Sandra Jones, teaching Sunday School
outside in the First UMC Preschool
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also during Sunday 10 a.m. Worship.  You may call or email Sarah 
in the church office to request a tie be made on the quilt for you; she 
will let you know the requested prayers: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), 
or s.rold@santamonicaumc.org.  Prayers will be collected Tuesday – 
Friday of the following week, and the prayer knots will be tied by the 
church staff. www.santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry
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Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:

• First UMC member Jack L. Conner, who died October 29. 
• First UMC member Joseph N. Owens, who died November 23.
• First UMC member David P. Searfoss, who died November 27.

Reach out and Stay Connected!
“I want to suggest that each of us think about folks we miss seeing 
at church, someone we enjoyed talking with at Coffee Hour, 
someone who sat in a nearby pew...and simply give them a call!   It 
will bless your day, and theirs as well.  (Call the church office if you 
need a phone number.)”  - Rev. Patricia Farris

Stewardship 2022
Our annual Stewardship Campaign 
is always an important time in the 
life of the church. This year it is more 
important than ever as we look to the 
future and make plans for 2022.  This 
coming year we reflect on Then  Now 
Next as we prepare for all that is to 
become.  Please join us in this moment 
with faith and hope.  Your pledged 
support will be the basis for our 

budget for the 2022 fiscal year. There are several ways to pledge your 
support if you haven’t already:

• Pledge cards were sent to homes in November, and are available      
  at the church.  They can be mailed back or brought to the church.
• You may also pledge online:  
   www.santamonicaumc.org/stewardship.
• Print your own card to mail to the church office.
• Contact the church office Tues-Fri 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Thank you for your generosity.

And this year, we are pleased to share our online Clover 
Database software is matching all gifts up to $1,000 total 
for the congregation for those that set up recurring gifts by 
December 31. 

Prayer Requests
The Prayer Chain is a large network of persons who pray in response
to prayer requests. Members of the Prayer Chain treat all requests as
confidential. You may send a prayer request to the church at any time,
and our Prayer Chain will be notified. Go to www.santamonicaumc. 
org/prayer-requests.

Church Charge Conference - 
A Success!
Thank you for a wonderful Charge 
Conference on Sunday, November 
21.  This annual event is always 
a blessing and this year was no 
different, even though we gathered 
again this year via Zoom. Thank 
you for helping us celebrate the 
year’s ministry accomplishments 
and look ahead to where God is 
calling us for next year.  Look out 
2022!   Enjoy the year’s video recap of our community and faith in 
action on our YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=PY5VrE-WYqs
A huge thank you to Hannah Monroe-Ford and Adam Guerrero for your work 
on the video.

HAPPENINGS

Preschool focused November on all things Thanksgiving and 
the gift of being thankful.  The children are continuing to learn 
to appreciate things that are often taken for granted, such as 
parents, siblings, teachers, food, jackets, pets, and the list goes 
on.  We asked all of our parents to be sure to take a moment as 
a family to talk about gratitude and the people and things for 
which the children should be grateful.

On October 31, we celebrated Children’s Sabbath in worship, and encouraged everyone to come in their Halloween costumes. 
Here are some pictures following worship in the courtyard.

Margaret Gazey, Dorothy Nichols, 
and Linda Diane Anderson

Tricia Guerrero with Karen Lewis David and Joyce Landsverk with 
Anne Premer

Dot Plukas

Ann Wilson

Adam Guerrero, Molly Smith, David Penson and
Anne Premer.  Molly Smith (right) in her 

hand-made costume.

Listening Hearts Women’s Group with Tricia Guerrero 
meets online twice a month, but came together for an 
in-person gathering in Tricia’s backyard.

Scenes from recent UMYF gatherings, with Tricia 
Guerrero and Youth counselors.

Sandra Jones, teaching Sunday School
outside in the First UMC Preschool
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
In-Person and Online Worship
FRI  DEC  24 - 7 p.m.   Choir, Organ, Harp & Candlelight

Christmas Eve Outdoor Worship In-Person Worship
FRI  DEC  24 - 4 p.m.  

Lessons & Carols In-Person and Online Worship 
SUN  DEC  19 - 10 a.m.  Part 1 

SUN  DEC  26 - 10 a.m.  Part 2

CHRISTMAS  2021

First UMC Courtyard – Family Friendly
Celebrate with Christmas carols, re-telling the Christmas story, 
and rejoicing together!

FIRST UMC OFFICE  HOURS
Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Pastoral care by appointment only: 310-393-8258, enter ext. 1

The days of Advent draw us, step by step, closer to the stable and the manger 
where new life will be born at Christmas.  Overhead, the stars are brightly 
shining, lighting the rich deep blue of the night sky with luminescent joy.

The earth turns, the stars appear, the moon waxes and wanes.  God is in the 
heavens.  The angels hover overhead.  The Magi make their adventuresome way 
following the light of that one special star.  Mary and Joseph find themselves on 
the road as the time for the birth draws near.

The Christmas story never fails to astonish us with its holy mystery and equally 
astonishing ordinariness.  A baby is born.  The animals offer refuge and 
warmth.  Things might appear to be normal, but we know, we believe with all 
our heart, that new life comes for all.  For us.  For the world.  For the whole of 
creation.

My Christmas prayer for each of you is that God’s light will shine brightly in your 
hearts, and that you will experience a renewed sense of God’s love and healing 
presence in your life.  For the light shining in the darkness, shining persistently 
and magnificently, heralds the dawn of a new day. In the Christ Child is born the 
fullness of life, joy, and peace for all. 

Horizons

Back by popular demand:  the United Methodist 
Women’s delicious Peanut Brittle recipe!
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