—Welcome New Visitors! We’re happy you’re here. You may fill out a
New Visitor Sign-In form outside the sanctuary, or online to send us your
prayer requests, questions, comments, and suggestions. Go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/im-new.
—Flowers: We accept donations to the Flower Fund to remember or
honor a loved one for Sunday Worship service. To donate to the flower
fund, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.
—Prayer Quilts: If there is a prayer quilt during service, you may
call or email Sarah in the church office to request a tie be made on
the quilt for you; she will let you know the requested prayers: Sarah
Rold (310.393.8258), or s.rold@santamonicaumc.org. Prayers will be
collected Tuesday – Friday of the following week, and the prayer
knots will be tied by the church staff. To request a Prayer Quilt for
someone in need, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry.
—Give: Offering plates are located in the Narthex. You may also give
securely online at www.santamonicaumc.org/give, via mail, or onsite
through the office mail slot. No gift is too small. Thank you!
—Prayer Requests: The Prayer Chain is a network of persons who pray
in response to prayer requests, and treat all requests as confidential.
You may send a prayer request at any time, and our Prayer Chain will
be notified of your request. For more info, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org/prayer-requests.
—Westside Food Bank: We collect food weekly for the Westside Food
Bank. Bins are located outside the Sanctuary Sunday mornings.

STAY CONNECTED:
• Men’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Young Adults/Open Space: Next meeting: December 8, in-person
• Listening Hearts Women’s Group: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays,
Next meeting - December 15, via Zoom
• Sunday School for Kids: Today, via Zoom. Next Sunday meet in the
First UMC Courtyard
• Youth Ministry: Sundays, 6 p.m. First UMC Courtyard
Sunday Social Hour: Both In Person and Online!
After Worship in the First UMC Courtyard
AND continuing Online 11a.m. Zoom Social Hour
Zoom info: https://zoom.us/j/96578397184
Zoom ID: 965 7839 7184 - Password: fumc
For information on how to join any of these ongoing ministries,
visit the website: www.santamonicaumc.org.

God is real. God is love.
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Together we can change the world.
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Second Sunday of Advent • Holy Communion • December 5, 2021

W E G AT H E R

WELCOME AND LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES

Tricia Guerrero
Kathryn, Chris, Ashton and Calvin Stanfill

O God, rejoicing, we remember the promise of your Son. As this candle is lit, may the
blessing of Christ come upon us, brightening our way and guiding us. May Christ our
Savior bring light into the darkness of our world, and to us, as we wait. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming (Johannes Brahms) 		
CALL TO WORSHIP 				
PRELUDE

Ty Woodward, organ
Larry Wilson, Lay Lector

God of timeless grace, you fill us with joyful expectation.
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way, that with strong hearts and holy joy
we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ.
Let us prepare the way of the Lord!
Come, O come, Emmanuel!
RESPONSE Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus		
Ty Woodward
Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee. Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE 		
Glenda Martinez, Lay Leadership Team
We give thanks for God’s Creating Spirit that continues to give us life and lead us forward!
Thanks be to God!
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

THE GOSPEL Luke 3:1-6
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God!
HOMILY

“The Stars Are Brightly Shining: Prepare the Way”

Larry Wilson
Rev. Patricia Farris

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES 			

Chancel Choir Octet
Ty Woodward and Gary Gray, piano

People, look East, the time is near of the crowning of the year, make your house fair as you are able,
trim the hearth, and set the table. People, look East, and sing today: Love, the Guest, is on the way.
Furrows, be glad. The earth is bare, one more seed is planted there: give up your strength the seed to
nourish, that in course the flow'r may flourish. People, look East, and sing today. Love, the Rose, is on the
way. Birds, though ye long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled. Even the hour when
wings are frozen He for fledging time has chosen. People, look East, and sing today: Love, the Bird, is
on the way. Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim. Shining beyond
the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. People, look East, and sing today: Love, the Star,
is on the way. Angels, announce to man and beast Him who cometh from the East. Set ev'ry peak and
valley humming with the word the Lord is coming. People, look East, and sing today. Love, the Lord, is
on the way.

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 			

We experience the presence of Christ in our hearts through the grace of God which knows no walls or
boundaries, in which there is no distance or separation. We are always truly “one with Christ, one with each
other, and one in ministry to all the world!”

HYMN Emmanuel, Emmanuel			

Glenda Martinez

Your continued financial support of the church is now more important than ever. Offering plates are located
in the Narthex. You may also give online at www.santamonicaumc.org/give; mail your gift to the church;
or drop it into the mail slot of our offices any day of the week. You may continue to earmark gifts for our
various mission projects. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts. Thank you.

People, Look East (arr. Craig Courtney)

Rev. Farris

I invite you to take the communion elements you have in your home–a piece of bread or cracker and a cup
of water or juice–or the packet you received as you entered the sanctuary. As I consecrate the elements at
the altar table, I invite us to commune all together, receiving the bread and cup which make Christ present
and real to us in our bodies, hearts, and souls.

Ty Woodward

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel.
God with us, revealed in us, His name is called Emmanuel.

WE RESPOND

OFFERTORY

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION				

		

Larry Wilson

Good and gracious God, we give you thanks that you come into the world in
Christ Jesus. He is the fullness of life and the life of love. In faith and hope, we
offer our gifts of money and self, that as his followers, we may be the face of
your love on earth. Restore us this day. Fill us with love. We pray with grateful
hearts, Amen.

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE
UNISON PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 			

Tricia Guerrero

Come, O come Emmanuel. You are the Way, the Truth and the Life. You are the
true vine and the bread of life. Come, living Savior. Come to your world and to
our hearts which wait for you. Amen.
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 		

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
BENEDICTION			
POSTLUDE

Tuba Tune (C. S. Lang) 		

Rev. Farris
Ty Woodward

Chancel Choir Octet: Barbara Smith and Karen Ing; Vera Lugo and Johanna Stutsman
				
William Martinez and Patty Eskridge; Troy Robertson and Richard Crawford

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world.
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.
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let us find our rest in thee. Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

ADVENT 2021

SUNDAY INSERT
DECEMBER 5, 2021

www.santamonicaumc.org
Alternative Christmas Fair – Online
Sponsored by the Missions Council, the Alternative Christmas Fair is a way to
support mission projects and programs in the community and around the world,
by giving a financial gift in the name of a loved one. Each donation ($5 minimum)
comes with a e-card with the gift information. Share the SPIRIT of Christmas!
This year we celebrate Alternative Christmas on the website through December.
View the 2021 Projects, and fill out the Giving Form online, then you will receive a
receipt via email with your donation. www.santamonicaumc.org/acfair
*Coffee Hour with Missions Council
Join Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, Missions Council chair, as she joins 11 a.m. Zoom
Social Hour to discuss the Mission Projects of the Alternative Christmas
Online Fair.
TODAY - December 5 & December 12, 11 a.m. via Zoom

Advent Bible Study
Join Tricia Guerrero for an Advent Bible study on Zoom, for three Thursdays in
December. If you missed the first one on December 2, you may still join in for the
next two sessions. The study will help us to prepare for Sunday worship in Advent,
as we reflect on the coming Sunday’s scripture, alongside parts of John August
Swanson’s artwork, The Annunciation. To sign up, visit
www.santamonicaumc.org/advent.
Advent Bible Study: Thursdays, December 9, 16, 6:30-7:30 p.m. via Zoom

Advent Devotional
At its heart, Advent is a season of reflection, and to help us along the way is our
Advent Devotional - a collection of daily scripture readings along with written
reflections by a diverse group of people from our church. We’re also excited to
offer Audio Devotions on Sundays and the last week of Advent. A wonderful
opportunity to share Advent with friends and family! Printed booklets available at
church, or sign up for the daily devotional emails:
www.santamonicaumc.org/advent-devotional
Your continued financial support of the church is now more important than ever: www.santamonicaumc.org/give
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Creche in the Courtyard
Come by the church courtyard to view the annual Creche scene. At Christmastime,
our hearts are drawn to the story of the humble birth of Jesus. You will find him in
the creche with the Holy Family–Joseph and Mary–a shepherd, and the animals
that shared their shelter and warmth. In him, God’s love comes to be with us,
bringing peace, hope and joy for all.

Angel Tree Project
Angel Tree is a Christmas outreach project for Family Place at Upward Bound
House, led by Chris Ruud. The goal is to fill 26 laundry baskets with new household
items to provide families with new things for Christmas. Please contact Chris
(310 393.3255, chr10is@yahoo.com) and she will tell you what is still needed and
what you can do to help. For more info, visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/angeltree-project. Project ends December 12.

Stewardship 2022
Your steady and reliable financial support has seen us through lean times. We
rejoice in these blessings and give thanks to God! Now it’s time to lean into the
hope that comes from God, pledging to do our part through our generous giving
and financial pledge for 2022. Each gift makes a difference. Each pledge is an
investment in the lives of God’s people. Each act of faithful giving spreads God’s
love and hope far and wide and deep.
www.santamonicaumc.org/stewardship

Sunday Social Hour: Both In-Person and Online
Come say "Hi" and spend some time in community after worship today. We
offer two ways you can participate - in person and online - or you can do both!
Following worship, come outside to the courtyard to visit and say Hello to
one another. Then at 11 a.m., we will continue to offer Zoom Coffee Hour to
all who would like to participate. Sundays at 11 a.m. Zoom: https://zoom.
us/j/96578397184 Zoom ID: 965 7839 7184 Password: fumc

Christmas Eve Services
Christmas Eve Outdoor Worship
Friday, December 24, 4 p.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Friday, December 24, 7 p.m.

First UMC Courtyard - Family Friendly In-Person and Online Worship
Celebrate with Christmas carols,
Choir, Organ, Harp and Candlelight
re-telling the Christmas story, and
rejoicing together!
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