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Horizons

by Michael Lamb, Lay Leadership Team
In any enterprise, public or private, success is dependent upon the
combined efforts of many people, performing a variety of tasks, to
achieve some defined goal or purpose. All of us, in work and life, have
witnessed that through teamwork, the sharing of responsibilities, we
take greater pride in and feel more connected with the end result and
organization, than would otherwise be the case.
Santa Monica First United Methodist Church exemplifies this
paradigm. Here, the Laity has always played a key role in the daily
operations of the church and in providing many opportunities for
fellowship, leadership and service. This continues the tradition
established by both John Wesley and the early Christian church which
relied upon individual believers to “keep the faith” in order to move
the church forward.
Your current First UMC Lay Leadership Team consists of Molly Smith,
Glenda Martinez, Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, Todd Erlandson, Leigh
Erlandson and Michael Lamb. Our team meets regularly with Rev.
Patricia Farris and Tricia Guerrero to share fellowship and prayer as
well as to address the ongoing issues challenging our congregation

such as COVID, hybrid services and moving the church forward in
the face of local and national challenges and divisions. Plus, an
opportunity to have fun and enjoy each other’s company!
It is useful to note that there are 18 distinct committees which have
responsibilities for various aspects of the life of our church. All those
lay committee members are lay leaders! If God has our collective
backs, then it can truly be said that our laity has the backs of Patricia,
Tricia, Anne, Christina and every staff member of Santa Monica First!
The strength and vitality of Santa Monica First grows through the
mission and commitment of our Laity. Laity involvement, from my
experience, leads to friendships, laughter, personal growth, support,
inclusion, purpose, increased faith and a more dynamic, responsive
church. Sounds like a win-win proposition!!

Michael V. Lamb
The Lay Leadership Team

Rev. Farris Personal Leave
In the days before Christmas, the mother of our Senior Minister,
Patricia Farris, had a stroke. Following care in the hospital, and a
short time in hospice care, Norma died on Sunday, January 16th. In
order to support Patricia and David during this time, the Staff Parish
Relations Committee has supported an approximately month-long
Personal Leave for Patricia to focus on personal and family needs.
During this time, First UMC will host these guest preachers:
February 6:
Feburary 13:
February 20:
February 27:

Rev. Larry Young
Rev. Keri Olsen Paget
Rev. John Woodall
Youth Sunday - High School Seniors Reflections

Michael Lamb
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Molly Smith

SUNDAYS IN WORSHIP
10 a.m. In-Person and Online

In this new year, we step back and
recommit ourselves to ministries of care
for one another, for our community and
our world. Below are highlights of a few
of the ministries of First UMC. We thank
all who volunteer in these ministries for
their ongoing work.

Worship in the Sanctuary
We worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. in-person in the Sanctuary each week
following these guidelines:
• Masks are required for everyone • If you are feeling ill, please worship
online rather than in-person • Ushers will guide us to maintain
physical distancing in the Sanctuary • Offering Plates will be available
in the Narthex to receive tithes and offerings. You may also continue to
give online. • We encourage everyone to greet one another with elbow
or fist bumps, or with hands pressed together and a small bow, rather
than with hugs or handshakes • Children’s Ministries: Sunday School
10 a.m. at the First UMC Preschool playground.

Worship Online
We offer several options for participating in online worship. You may
join in the service Livestream in real time or later at your convenience on
these platforms:
Sundays 10 a.m. Worship Online LIVESTREAM on:
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc/live
• Website: www.santamonicaumc.org
• YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC
• The First UMC App: (download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM)

After Worship Social Hour:
In-Person and Online
If you worship in the sanctuary or online, there is an informal gathering
time in the First UMC Courtyard. Everyone is welcome to come to church
in-person and then join the Zoom meeting for community time when you
get home!

Coffee Hour Topics for February:
Feb 6 - Favorite meal to cook and why?
Feb 13 - Favorite movie?
Feb 20 - Favorite animal?
Feb 27 - Share a gratitude
Sundays after Worship, 11 a.m. via Zoom
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/96578397184
Zoom ID: 965 7839 7184 Password: fumc

February Ongoing Ministries:
• Men’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Open Space Young Adults Soul Care: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays:
February 9 & 23, both in-person and online
• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero:
1st and 3rd Wednesdays: February 2 & 16, 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
• Sunday School for Kids: Sundays, 10 a.m.
In-Person in the Preschool Playground Sunday School for ages 2 and up.
• UMYF Youth Group: Sundays, 6 p.m. First UMC Courtyard
For more information on all of these programs, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org/online-ministries-events
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Prayer Group
The First UMC Prayer Group is a network of persons who provide
regular, dependable, and confidential prayer support. Led by Robin
Henning, the prayer group communicates regularly via email, and
monthly via phone. You may send a prayer request to the church at any
time, and our Prayer Group will be notified of your request.
Go to: https://santamonicaumc.org/prayer-requests/

Prayer Quilt Ministry
We give thanks for the many hands and hearts of the Prayer Quilt
Ministry, and those who
dedicate their time and energy
to keep this ministry of love
going strong. Led by Sue Payne
and Maile Marquand, the
Prayer Quilt Ministry continues
to offer Prayer Quilts to those
in need.
3 prayer quilts displayed during worship
To request a quilt:
1. Talk to the intended recipient. Ask if the person is willing to be
prayed for and to receive a quilt. Ask what specific prayers are
wished for. There is no charge for the quilt – it is a gift of love.
2. Contact Maile Marquand (maile@rugbooks.com) or Sue Payne
(sue.f.payne@gmail.com).
3. Select the quilt if some are already made, or suggest colors if one
is to be selected for you. Once the quilt selection has been made,
First UMC will display the quilt in the Friday Community Email, and
also during Sunday 10 a.m. Worship. You may call or email Sarah
in the church office to request a tie be made on the quilt for you; she
will let you know the requested prayers: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258),
or s.rold@santamonicaumc.org. Prayers will be collected Tuesday –
Friday of the following week, and the prayer knots will be tied by the
church staff. www.santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry

Open Space
Open Space is a community for young adults in their 20’s and 30’s
that journey alongside one another in spiritual discovery, growth, and
belonging. They seek to foster an open-minded culture where all are
invited to spark deep conversation and find spiritual meaning in a safe
and diverse environment. To learn more about Open Space and to
join their next meeting, follow them @OpenSpaceSM or email them at
openspacesantamonica@gmail.com

February Mid-Week Recital

Haiti Update

February’s recital features Tae Yeon Lim, piano. Tae is known for her
powerful performance style, combining energetic delivery with an
intelligent touch. Originally from
South Korea, Tae currently lives
in Los Angeles where she is active
as a pianist and conductor. She is
currently a music director/organist at
St. Timothy Catholic church.

From Caz, our Haiti contact for our friends in Sobier, about the recent
Christmas party they were able to host for the kids in the community:
“We want to thank our
dear friend, Todd, and the
Santa Monica Methodist
Church! A simple thank you
is not enough to express our
gratitude for helping us make
this great Christmas day with
38 children, they were very
happy and appreciate the gifts
we have given them. This act
will be remembered by every
child. May the Lord pour out
blessings on you! We wish you
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2022!”
For past updates, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti

Wednesday, February 9,
12:10 p.m. ONLINE: Facebook: @
santamonicaumc • YouTube Channel
: www.youtube/c/santamonicaumc •
Website: www.santamonicaumc.org/
livestream • The First UMC App: (To download, go to the App Store, search
FirstUMC_SM)

Youth Sunday
Come and join us for our Youth Sunday on February 27! We will have
a meaningful worship experience as our youth plan and lead the entire
worship service, including our high school seniors who will be giving
their sermon reflections. This year our seniors include: Annika Dodd,
John Buxton, Emma Crawford, and Kim Hansen. We look forward to
hearing what they have to share with us about their faith journey!
Sunday, February 27, 10 a.m. In-Person and Online Worship

Sunday School
For families with children, Sunday
School in February is being held outside
on the Preschool playground (schedule
subject to change). We are so grateful to
our Sunday School teachers (Jamie
Jones, Dot Plukas and Sandra Jones)
for their ongoing care and commitment
to our children and families.
Sundays, 10 a.m. Preschool Playground

Black History Month
The sin of racism continues to be seen and felt on both individual
and systemic levels. Dismantling racism is not a short-term task but
a lifelong moving forward to perfection in love—to use founder of the
Methodist movement, John Wesley’s words. During Black History
Month, we recommit ourselves through prayer and action to this
personal and collective work to bring about Beloved Community.
The city of Santa Monica is celebrating with a month-long series
of events and activities. For more information and to view the list
of activites, go to: https://santamonica.gov/blog/black-historymonth-2022
Flowers: We accept donations to the Flower Fund to
remember or honor a loved one for Sunday Worship
service. To donate to the flower fund, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.

Thank you to ACT
Bravo! to all of the All Community Theater
players involved in the livestream show Charles
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, which aired on
December 22. The show was adapted by
Dorothy Nichols and Molly Smith, directed
by Dorothy Nichols, produced by Dorothy
Nichols and Benjamin Ing, and edited by
Benjamin Ing. Cast members include: Linda
Diane Anderson, David Bremer, Jack Fry, Kendra Gorlitsky, Carmen
Herrera, Benjamin Ing, Mark Labella, Michael Lamb, David Mayhan,
Cindy McQuade, Dan Nessel, Emily Payne, David Penson, Anne Premer,
Carol Reich, Sarah, Dane, Dominic and Cavan Rold, and Joy Williams.
Additional ACT cast members: Winfred Battig, Juliet Gazey, Margaret
Gazey, Molly Smith and Larry Young. Molly Smith provided costumes
and production design, and Adam Guerrero provided technical support.
Watch it again: www.santamonicaumc.org/act

LOOKING FORWARD
Ash Wednesday

Wednesday, March 2 marks the beginning
of the 40-day Lenten season of prayer,
repentance, service and reflection. It is a
time to prepare ourselves for the joy and
promise of the Resurrection on Easter.
Stay tuned for more infomation about Ash
Wednesday in the weeks to follow. May God bless us with the renewing,
cleansing, healing power of the Spirit. Ash Wednesday, March 2

Lenten Devotional
The Spiritual Formation Council invites you to read your Lenten
Devotional online and in print. The devotional is written by First UMC
members and provides a wonderful opportunity to share Lent with family
and friends. Printed copies will be available at church and in the church
office beginning Sunday, February 27, and daily emails begin on Ash
Wednesday. To sign up for the emails call the church office.
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Happenings

Thank You to Kaitlyn Plukas
Birth
• John-Luke Alfred Poland was born to former First UMC pastor
Kurt Poland and his wife Katie.

Deaths

We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these
departed loved ones:
• First UMC member Winfred “Wynn” Leon Battig died January 14.
• Long-time First UMC Congregant Norma Farris, mother of
Rev. Patricia Farris, died January 16. Condolences may be sent to
the church office.
• First UMC member Donald Clyde Warren Danforth Jr. died
January 24.
• First UMC members Tom and Paula Wilson’s father Robert S.
Wilson died January 24.
• Long-time First UMC congregant Nancy Passerelli died recently.
• First UMC member James Stewart died recently.

Over the past two years, former youth and now young adult, Kaitlyn
Plukas, has been working alongside Tricia Guerrero to support the
Youth Ministry and additional church ministries as needed. She has
assisted with youth program planning, growing the youth and church
social media accounts, and dreaming up new projects to connect with
community members. She will be stepping away from this work in the
new year to focus more fully on her work in Philadelphia as a counselor
for a non-profit that empowers students in underserved communities
to achieve college access and completion.
Additionally, some of you may have been recipients of her monthly
care letters during the first year of the pandemic. For a whole year she
designed, wrote and sent out a monthly care letter to almost 100 of our
community members. See examples below.

Christmas Eve 7 p.m. Candlelight Service, with Rev. Patricia Farris

Kaitlyn, we are grateful for you - for your faithful and giving spirit that
has helped us stay connected over the past few years. You are in our
hearts and prayers and know that you always have a church home
when you’re back in Santa Monica!
Candlelight Service, photo by Emily Payne

Congratulations

Christmas Eve 4 p.m. Family Service,
led by Tricia Guerrero

• Josh Paget (husband of Keri Olsen Paget) was ordained into the
Priesthood of the Episcopal Church on Saturday, January 8, 2022
through the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles.
• First UMC member Daniel Palo and Julie Casso were married
January 7.
• First UMC member Adam Eskridge
ran “The Dopey Challenge” - a 5K,
10K, Half Marathon, then a
Marathon in 4 days totalling 48.6
miles at Disney World in Florida,
January 5 - 9th.

The Seibold Family lighting the Advent candles

Thank You to First UMC
“We would like to sincerely thank our Pastors and church staff, the
Chancel Choir and members of the congregation for all the lovely
cards, flowers, phone calls, and text messages following David’s
passing. We felt upheld by your prayers, support, and expressions
of sympathy, which were truly comforting and made us feel loved
and cared for.” Sincerely, Janet, Preston and Brandon Searfoss

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which
is available for people to leave a message requesting care. If you have
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate,
Anne Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call (310)3938258 ext. 103.

Holy Family: Katya, Rosendo and Luka Huerta

The January Mid-Week
Recital featured Philip
Vaiman, violin, and Miloš
Veljkovi, piano. To view
past recitals:
www.santamonicaumc.
org/mid-week-recitalseries/

Blood Drive Opportunites
The Red Cross is experiencing the worst blood shortage in over a
decade. The dangerously low blood supply levels have forced some
hospitals to defer patients from major surgery, including organ
transplants. Your donation is desperately needed. Take a look at the
many blood drive sites available by the Red Cross during this time of
crisis. Please make an appointment to ensure safe social distancing.
All donors will continue to be tested for COVID-19 antibodies. Sign up
at www.Redcrossblood.org

Update your Emergency Contact Form

Reach out and Stay Connected!

Our pastoral care team needs your help in making sure we have the
most recent contact info for you and your family. If you have new
information to update, please take a few moments to do so.
Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/emergency-contact-info
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“I want to suggest that each of us think about folks we miss seeing at
church, someone we enjoyed talking with at Coffee Hour, someone
who sat in a nearby pew...and simply give them a call! It will bless your
day, and theirs as well. (Call the church office if you need a phone
number.)” - Rev. Patricia Farris

Jamie Jones leading The Entrance of the Angels

Meg Smith, Jamie Jones, Jessica Jones,
Madelyn Ing, Kaitlyn Plukas, Owen Ing,
Emily Plukas attending the family service.

Preschool
Corner
Open Registration!
Preschool has some spots available currently in this
school year. Formal registration for the new school
year will take place this month. Please contact Dee
Menzies directly at d.menzies@santamonicaumc.
org for more information and a tour.

The Youth meet on Sundays
at 6 p.m. in the Courtyard,
with Tricia Guerrero
leading.

In honor of Martin Luther
King Jr., Day, Room 102
answered the question,
“How would you change
the world?”
Answers include:
“I would change the world
by being friends with
others.” “I would change
the world by giving food
to one another.” “I would
change the world by making
more community flowers.”

The Preschoolers are loving
their new t-shirts, and we
are too!
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Blood Drive Opportunites
The Red Cross is experiencing the worst blood shortage in over a
decade. The dangerously low blood supply levels have forced some
hospitals to defer patients from major surgery, including organ
transplants. Your donation is desperately needed. Take a look at the
many blood drive sites available by the Red Cross during this time of
crisis. Please make an appointment to ensure safe social distancing.
All donors will continue to be tested for COVID-19 antibodies. Sign up
at www.Redcrossblood.org

Update your Emergency Contact Form

Reach out and Stay Connected!

Our pastoral care team needs your help in making sure we have the
most recent contact info for you and your family. If you have new
information to update, please take a few moments to do so.
Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/emergency-contact-info
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“I want to suggest that each of us think about folks we miss seeing at
church, someone we enjoyed talking with at Coffee Hour, someone
who sat in a nearby pew...and simply give them a call! It will bless your
day, and theirs as well. (Call the church office if you need a phone
number.)” - Rev. Patricia Farris

Jamie Jones leading The Entrance of the Angels

Meg Smith, Jamie Jones, Jessica Jones,
Madelyn Ing, Kaitlyn Plukas, Owen Ing,
Emily Plukas attending the family service.

Preschool
Corner
Open Registration!
Preschool has some spots available currently in this
school year. Formal registration for the new school
year will take place this month. Please contact Dee
Menzies directly at d.menzies@santamonicaumc.
org for more information and a tour.

The Youth meet on Sundays
at 6 p.m. in the Courtyard,
with Tricia Guerrero
leading.

In honor of Martin Luther
King Jr., Day, Room 102
answered the question,
“How would you change
the world?”
Answers include:
“I would change the world
by being friends with
others.” “I would change
the world by giving food
to one another.” “I would
change the world by making
more community flowers.”

The Preschoolers are loving
their new t-shirts, and we
are too!
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FIRST UMC OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Pastoral care by appointment only: 310-393-8258, enter ext. 1

Horizons

by Michael Lamb, Lay Leadership Team
In any enterprise, public or private, success is dependent upon the
combined efforts of many people, performing a variety of tasks, to
achieve some defined goal or purpose. All of us, in work and life, have
witnessed that through teamwork, the sharing of responsibilities, we
take greater pride in and feel more connected with the end result and
organization, than would otherwise be the case.
Santa Monica First United Methodist Church exemplifies this
paradigm. Here, the Laity has always played a key role in the daily
operations of the church and in providing many opportunities for
fellowship, leadership and service. This continues the tradition
established by both John Wesley and the early Christian church which
relied upon individual believers to “keep the faith” in order to move
the church forward.
Your current First UMC Lay Leadership Team consists of Molly Smith,
Glenda Martinez, Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, Todd Erlandson, Leigh
Erlandson and Michael Lamb. Our team meets regularly with Rev.
Patricia Farris and Tricia Guerrero to share fellowship and prayer as
well as to address the ongoing issues challenging our congregation

such as COVID, hybrid services and moving the church forward in
the face of local and national challenges and divisions. Plus, an
opportunity to have fun and enjoy each other’s company!
It is useful to note that there are 18 distinct committees which have
responsibilities for various aspects of the life of our church. All those
lay committee members are lay leaders! If God has our collective
backs, then it can truly be said that our laity has the backs of Patricia,
Tricia, Anne, Christina and every staff member of Santa Monica First!
The strength and vitality of Santa Monica First grows through the
mission and commitment of our Laity. Laity involvement, from my
experience, leads to friendships, laughter, personal growth, support,
inclusion, purpose, increased faith and a more dynamic, responsive
church. Sounds like a win-win proposition!!

Michael V. Lamb
The Lay Leadership Team

Rev. Farris Personal Leave
In the days before Christmas, the mother of our Senior Minister,
Patricia Farris, had a stroke. Following care in the hospital, and a
short time in hospice care, Norma died on Sunday, January 16th. In
order to support Patricia and David during this time, the Staff Parish
Relations Committee has supported an approximately month-long
Personal Leave for Patricia to focus on personal and family needs.
During this time, First UMC will host these guest preachers:
February 6:
Feburary 13:
February 20:
February 27:

Rev. Larry Young
Rev. Keri Olsen Paget
Rev. John Woodall
Youth Sunday - High School Seniors Reflections

Michael Lamb

Jocelyn Hicks-Garner

Glenda Martinez

Todd Erlandson

Leigh Erlandson

Molly Smith

