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FIRST UMC OFFICE  HOURS
Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Pastoral care by appointment only: 310-393-8258, enter ext. 1 Our theme for Lent comes from the 17th century French philosopher, writer 

and physicist, Blaise Pascal, who wrote: “In difficult times, carry something 
beautiful in your heart.”  The forty-day season of Lent has traditionally been a 
time of preparation for the great joy of Easter.  Forty days set aside for prayer, 
fasting, increased service and generosity.  The spiritual work of Lent might itself 
be described as “a difficult time,” as we are invited into deeper honesty in our 
relationship with God, with our brothers and sisters, with the planet itself.  We 
are drawn into confession and repentance as we make the forty-day walk into the 
workings of our soul and the living of our faith.

We experience other kinds of “difficult times” as well.  Surely these last two years 
of the COVID pandemic have been difficult in many ways around the world.  War 
and rumors of war cloud the horizon.  Polarization in our nation keeps us wary 
and weary of one another.  And, of course, we all experience difficult times in our 
own lives in the loss of a loved one or job, a troubled relationship, or economic 
challenges.  In difficult times, life can feel like walking through a dark forest, 
hoping to find our way home, the path overgrown with brush and weeds.

“In difficult times,” Pascal wrote, “carry something beautiful in your heart.”  May 
our Lenten spiritual work this year be a time to identify that “something beautiful” 
and keep it in our heart.  What might that “beautiful something” be?  The care of 
good neighbor.  A kind word offered.  A prayer shared.  The rosy glow of dawn.  
A bird’s song to welcome Spring.  The grace of God healing our hearts. The 
exuberance of a daffodil.  An insistence on hope. The melody of peace.

As we walk the path of Lent this year, let’s each remember every day to carry 
something beautiful in our heart.  For truly, the stone will be rolled away and the 

tomb will be empty.  In beauty may we walk.

Horizons
by Rev. Patricia Farris

Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, March 2 marks the beginning of the 40-day 
Lenten season of prayer, repentance, service and reflection.  
It is a  time to prepare ourselves for the joy and promise of 
the Resurrection on Easter. This year we offer two ways to 
worship:

• A recorded livestream service beginning at 10 a.m. 
on Facebook, YouTube and on the Livestream page of the 
website. It will be available for you all through the day so 
that you may worship at a time that best fits your schedule.  

• Listening Hearts Zoom Ash Wednesday service 
at 6:30 p.m., led by Tricia Guerrero.  All are invited. 
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/93934129803?pwd=dE15TUN
CdVp6Rkw2OTJsb2QzSTFCZz09 
Meeting ID: 939 3412 9803 
Passcode: heart

Ash Wednesday Services: 
Livestream Worship at 10 a.m.
Listening Hearts via Zoom, 
6:30 p.m.

You may pick up a small container of ashes in front of the church 
office on Tuesday, March 1, and Wednesday March 2, from 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

From the UMC: What is Lent and why 
does it last forty days?
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins 
on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from 
the Anglo Saxon word lencten, meaning “lengthen” and refers to 
the lengthening days of spring. The forty days represents the time 
Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and 
preparing to begin his ministry.

Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming of 
Easter. It is a time of self-examination and reflection. In the early 

church, Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation for 
baptism by new converts and then became a time of penance by all 
Christians. 

Today, Christians focus on relationship with God, growing as disciples 
and extending ourselves, often choosing to give up something or to 
volunteer and give of ourselves for others.

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days because each 
Sunday represents a “mini-Easter.” This is why you will see the 
designation “Sunday in Lent” rather than “Sunday of Lent” in the 
naming of these Sundays. On each Lord’s Day in Lent, while Lenten 
fasts continue, the reverent spirit of Lent is tempered with joyful 
anticipation of the Resurrection.

Sing your heart ❤❤ out
Hymnals are back in the pews for worship. If you are 
joining us from home and would like a hymnal, contact 
the church office to arrange “Hymnals into Homes” 
ministry to provide you one. 310.393.8258
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Worship Online 
We offer several options for participating in online worship.  You may 
join in the service Livestream in real time or later at your convenience on 
these platforms:
Sundays 10 a.m. Worship Online LIVESTREAM on: 

• Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc/live 
• Website: www.santamonicaumc.org
• YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC
• The First UMC App: (download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM)

March Ongoing Ministries:
• Men’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Open Space Young Adults Soul Care: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays: 
March 9 & 23, both in-person and online
• Listening Hearts  Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero: 
March 2, 6:30 p.m. (Ash Wednesday Service), and March 16,
 6 p.m.* via Zoom (*note time change)
• Sunday School for Kids: Sundays, 10 a.m.
In-Person in the Preschool Playground Sunday School for ages 2 and up.
• UMYF Youth Group:  Sundays, 6 p.m. First UMC Courtyard

For more information on all of these programs, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org/online-ministries-events

Worship in the Sanctuary
We worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. in-person in the Sanctuary each week 
following these guidelines:

• Masks are required for everyone  •  If you are feeling ill, please 
worship online rather than in-person  •  Ushers guide us to maintain 
physical distancing in the Sanctuary  •  Offering Plates are available 
in the Narthex to receive tithes and offerings. You may also continue 
to give online.  •  We encourage everyone to greet one another with 
elbow or fist bumps, or with hands pressed together and a small bow, 
rather than with hugs or handshakes  •  Children’s Ministries: Sunday 
School  10 a.m., at the First UMC Preschool playground.

After Worship Social Time: 
In-Person and Online
If you worship in the sanctuary or online, 
there is an informal gathering time in 
the First UMC Courtyard.  Everyone is 
welcome to come to church in-person 
and then join the Zoom meeting for 
community time when you get home! 

Sundays after Worship, 11 - * 11:30 a.m. 
via Zoom (*note time change)
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/96578397184 
Zoom ID: 965 7839 7184     Password: fumc 

SUNDAYS  IN WORSHIP
10 a.m. In-Person and Online

March Mid-Week Recital
We are pleased to announce that the March Mid-Week Recital features 
Ty Woodward, organ, assisted by Jim Smith organ and piano.
Ty Woodward has been principal organist for First UMC for 13 years, 
and Jim Smith has been Director of Music for 56 years.  Read their bios 
on the website, and view calendar of upcoming recitals:
www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series

Wednesday, March 9, 12:10 p.m. 
ONLINE:  
Facebook: @santamonicaumc  • 
YouTube Channel : www.youtube/c/
santamonicaumc  • Website:  www.
santamonicaumc.org/livestream • 
The First UMC App: (To download, go 
to the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM)

Lenten Devotional
The Spiritual Formation Council invites you to read your Lenten 
Devotional online and in print.  The devotional is written by First UMC 
congregants and provides a wonderful opportunity to share Lent with
family and friends.  Printed copies are available at church on the table
outside the Sanctuary, and daily emails have begun.  To sign up for the
emails, call the church office, or go to: http://eepurl.com/brFsJL

The choir will again be singing in worship 
beginning March 6th!  For the safety and the well-
being of all the congregation, we will continue our 
practices of masking and social distancing in the 
sanctuary.

Coffee and Donuts are Back
Coffee Hour is back by popular demand!  After 
worship, join others in the courtyard to say hello 
and enjoy the coffee and donuts table!  For the 
safety and the well-being of all, each donut will 
be individually wrapped, and a single-file line 
will be formed for each person to pick up their 
snack and then exit the line. 

Sunday School
For families with children, Sunday 
School in March is being held outside 
on the Preschool playground.  We 
are so grateful to our Sunday School 
teachers (Jamie Jones, Dot Plukas and 
Sandra Jones) for their ongoing care 
and commitment to our children and 
families. 
Sundays, 10 a.m. Preschool Playground

Sundays in Lent
March 6:  First Sunday in Lent/Holy Communion, 
Rev. Patricia Farris will preach.
March 13:  Second Sunday in Lent 
(Daylight Saving Time begins - Spring Forward!)  
Guest Preacher: Glenda Martinez, Lay Leadership Team
March 20:  Third Sunday in Lent 
Guest Preacher: Molly Smith, Lay Leadership Team
March 27:  Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Guest Preacher:  Jocelyn Hicks-Garner, Lay Leadership Team

Holy Week Audio Devotions
Audio Devotions for Holy Week (April 10 - 17), 
as read by their authors (subject to change.)  The 
audio devotionals will be included in devotional 
emails sent out during Holy Week, and will also 
be found on the website. 
If you’re not on the Devotional email list, go to: 
http://eepurl.com/brFsJL to sign up.

“The Road to Easter in John’s Gospel” 
Bible Study with Rev. Larry Young
Rev. Larry Young will be leading a Zoom Lenten study on “The Road 
to Easter in John’s Gospel” beginning March 9 and 10.  In 2019-20
Rev. Young was leading a study of
John which was cut short by the onset 
of Covid; so this will be a chance to
complete that study with a focus on 
the events leading to Easter.  All are
welcome, whether or not you were a 
part of the previous study.  Duplicate
sessions will meet Wednesdays at
7:15 p.m. and Thursdays at 2 p.m., 
running for 6 weeks.  To sign up, email 
Rev. Young at lyoung@ljyoung.net 

Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/99130945843?pwd=eFliTHFUZ3JuVG1s
Um5VdkxJZGRJQT09
Meeting ID: 991 3094 5843
Passcode: 976304 

First Class dates: Wednesday, March 9, 7:15 p.m.
Thursday, March 10, 2 p.m.

How to Keep a Holy Lent: 
Spiritual Guide 2022
Look for this year’s How to Keep a Holy Lent: 
Spiritual Guide, available now.  The guides 
are available in front of the Sanctuary after 
Sunday worship, or you may print it out at 
home, or save it to your desktop or phone 
for easy reference.  Each day includes a 
suggested tip for observing Lent. 
To download the file, visit:
www.santamonicaumc.org/lent

Chuck Knows Church
Chuck Knows Church is an online video series that helps interpret 
complex subjects and issues in a fun, yet informative, way.  Each series 
features “Chuck” who helps us learn more about our church while 
inviting us to have deeper conversation 
with our faith.  On the Lent page of the 
website, view the “Chuck Knows Church 
Lent” episode, where Chuck explains 
why “I’m giving up sweets for Lent?  Why 
does Lent make people want to give up 
something?  And how do you calculate the 
40 days of Lent?”  Stick with Chuck as he explains it. Watch the video:
www.santamonicaumc.org/lent

Offerings During Lent

Faithful Families Lenten 
Booklet: 14 Weeks from 
Lent to Pentecost
Families with children may pick up a copy of
Lent and Easter Reflections for Families. The booklet
covers the first week of Lent through Pentecost.
Each reflection has a scripture focus, a weekly 
meditation, and a faith practice. Available 
through Lent, on the table outside the Sanctuary after worship.
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Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which 
is available for people to leave a message requesting care.  If you have 
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our 
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate,
Anne Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call (310)393-
8258 ext. 103.   

Update your Emergency Contact Form
Our pastoral care team needs your help in making sure we have the
most recent contact info for you and your family.  If you have new 
information to update, please take a few moments to do so. 
Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/emergency-contact-info
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Birth
• Lillian Aurélie Payne, born to First UMC members Sam and Kari 
Payne, grandparents Sue and Dennis Payne, and aunt Emily Payne, 
on February 19.

Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:

• First UMC member Richard Paul Parker died February 13.
• First UMC member Nikki Edwards’ mom, Helen Reid, died 
recently.
• Rev. James Thomann, a retired member of the California-Pacific 
Conference, died January 22. He served as Associate Pastor here 
at First UMC in 1999.

Congratulations
• First UMC member Christian Dodd was one of 25 military 
medical support team members who served as temporary 
reinforcements during the COVID-19 pandemic at the University 
hospital in Newark, New Jersey.

Thank you from Rev. Patricia Farris
“To our beautiful First UMC family:  Heartfelt gratitude for all 
your cards and messages after the death of my mother.  I have felt 
enfolded in a giant prayer quilt of your love and care.  I also want 
to thank our Staff Team and Lay Leadership Team for leading our 
congregation through my Leave.  I give thanks to God for you all 
and am grateful to be in ministry with you.”  Rev. Patricia Farris

Blood Drive Opportunites
The Red Cross continues to experience the worst blood shortage in 
over a decade. The dangerously low blood supply levels have forced 
some hospitals to defer patients from major surgery, including organ 
transplants.  Your donation is desperately needed.  Take a look at the 
many blood drive sites available by the Red Cross during this time of 
crisis.  Please make an appointment to ensure safe social distancing. 
All donors will continue to be tested for COVID-19 antibodies.  Sign up 
at www.Redcrossblood.org

Remembering Robert S. Wilson
Reflection by Christina Eddy, Business 
Administrator
(January 23, 1929 – January 24, 2022)

I am writing this today in pure 
disclosure that I have not had the 
pleasure to ever have met Mr. Robert 
S. Wilson.  He passed away on 
January 24th.  I would have loved to 
have met him.  I see him a perfect fit 
for a coffee date, a forever friend, 
and a member of Trustees, Legacy, 
or Finance Committee.  I have since 
learned he was a very prominent church 
member.  He was liked by so many people 
in our community and beyond.  He 
served as Lay Leadership under Donald Shelby for many years.  Russ 
Whittenburg recently shared with us “It’s fair to say that UBH and 
Family Place would not be such successes except for the cheerleading 
and support of Bob and Marion Wilson!”  Booker Pearson recently 
shared a wonderful story –“I was sitting next to K J Laessig near the 
end of one Don Shelby’s more impassioned sermons stressing the dire 
need for Upward Bound House to serve the homeless families in our 
community.  We were all aware that a funding gap of over $250,000 
was required for the project to proceed. K J, who was then Chair of the 
Board, tapped me on the shoulder and passed a note from Bob Wilson 
that said: “K J, please tell Don that the prodigal son has returned home 
and I pledge to make up the funding short fall which will allow Upward 
Bound to go forward.”  I remember that we both had tears in our eyes.”  
Memories as if this happened yesterday.  

In earlier years I read he was a football stud.  He finished at UCLA in 
‘53 after serving our country in Korea.  He married early and had five 
sons.  He was with us in Santa Monica until 2002 when he built his 
dream home south near San Diego.  We know him to have his real 
pride and joy in his family.  We know him to have been instrumental 
in creating our vision, plan, and seamless rollout of the Sanctuary 
and Education building upgrade Beautification Project which wound 

up costing over 3x the initial plan.  He was a planner through and 
through.  Thoughtful in his approach.  He was a LEADER. And he was 
always looking for ways to make things better.  

I further read about his Alumnus award from UCLA chairing a most 
ambitious campaign ever to serve Dentistry, Letters and Science, 
and Athletics.  A portion of the campaign was to serve underserved 
communities, near and dear to his heart.  Not just to build bigger and 
better.  I learned he also built, in 1982, with excellent strategy and 
communication skills, “The Park That Kids Built,” whereby Robert 
put $1,000 down from savings and put it down to build this park for 
kids…later becoming the Estrella Children’s Park in LA, which was 
funded to be maintained for 30+ years after the build date due to his 
ambition and thoughtful approach.  I read his only request was to have 
the children sell the idea.  What a wonderful philosophy to have those 
that will reap benefit sow the seeds.  (We later used this approach 
in our Youth Service Project asks).  A student read from the Bible at 
the ribbon ceremony “Let the wilderness and dry land exalt, let the 
wasteland rejoice and bloom…”  Years later, a forty-year-old woman 
was quoted her experiences at the park that changed her life.   She 
stated, “The park project was a success, I learned you can do things 
and there is hope….”

Pondering all of this, I felt everything Bob tackled seemed monumental.  
I wonder how many times in our lives right now we feel the mountain 
of monumental.  Our small community, a small but mighty part of 
each of your lives, must seem like it is climbing mountains right now in 
the pandemic.  But I assure you, we are all climbing the mountain(s) 
TOGETHER.  This gives me hope.  We celebrate our church members 
that continue to grow this community through our own ministries, 
Worship, Music, Children, Youth, Families, Prayer, Work Teams, UBH, 
YSP, and many community nonprofits – Assistance League, Habitat 
for Humanity, The People Concern, and others.  We are all working 
towards a common purpose.  In peace, and love, and appreciation for 
everyone that is climbing several mountains.  Bob, may your generous 
soul rest in peace with Marion, may we always hear your generosity as 
the piano plays, and may all you did for us and the greater community 
continue to be celebrated.  And most importantly, may we all know 
that God’s plan is that WE can be the hope too….Carrying our faith, 
love, hope, goodwill, TOGETHER.

Prayer Group
The First UMC Prayer Group is a network of 
persons who provide regular, dependable, and 
confidential prayer support.  Led by Ruthie 
Smoot, the prayer group communicates 
regularly via email, and monthly via phone.  
You may send a prayer request to the church at 
any time, and our Prayer Group will be notified 
of your request. 
Go to: https://santamonicaumc.org/prayer-
requests/

Flower Fund Ministry
A big thank you to church members Mike and Patty Eskridge, owners 
of Culver City Flowers, for adorning our church with flowers each 
Sunday (except during Lent).  Two striking, large, beautiful colorful 
bouquets are on display each week.  We give thanks for all things living 
and beautiful.  

A few questions we often receive:
How can I participate in the ministry?
Do you have a loved one you would like to dedicate flowers to on a 
given week?  Yes, the church office can assist with the dedication and 
the cost is $80.  Please reserve weeks in advance as the dedications 
often fill up. www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund

I love to see the flowers in the Sanctuary each week but don’t want to dedicate 
flowers.  May I still donate towards this ministry?  
Yes, you may donate the gift of money anytime during the year.  Just 
designate on your donation “flower fund.”

The flowers are gorgeous each week.  What happens to them after Sunday?  
If a member has reserved a dedication of flowers for the week, they 
may bring them home after Sunday service or by appointment with the 
church office.

Sometimes I see Poinsettias and Easter flowers on the chancel during the year.  
What are these flowers for?
Yes, twice a year during Christmas and Easter, you can help beautify 
the Sanctuary with Poinsettias and Lilies.  This is an opportunity to 
dedicate a flower in honor of your loved one for a small donation.  A 
dedication page with all dedications will be present in the OOW for 
the service and each dedication receives one plant after service.  More 
information to follow for the upcoming Easter service.  

If flowers are not claimed, what happens to 
them?
We have a Care Ministry that our 
Congregation Care Associate Anne Premer 
oversees.  When there is time, she is able to 
make several smaller bouquets and deliver 
them to congregation members.  The small 
bouquets are a reminder that the church is 
always present and alive connecting us to 
one another through sights, smells, 
and love.

The Wilsons in the 2003 
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Anne Premer prepping flowers 
for delivery  

The Staff Parish Relations Committee 
supported a Personal Leave for our 

Senior Minister, Rev. Patricia Farris, to focus 
on personal and family needs following the 

death of her mother in January.  

During the leave we hosted guest preachers 
(clockwise): Rev.  John Woodall, Rev. Mark 

Nakagawa, Rev. Larry Young and 
Rev. Keri Olsen Paget.

Many thanks to these guest preachers!



Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which 
is available for people to leave a message requesting care.  If you have 
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our 
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate,
Anne Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call (310)393-
8258 ext. 103.   

Update your Emergency Contact Form
Our pastoral care team needs your help in making sure we have the
most recent contact info for you and your family.  If you have new 
information to update, please take a few moments to do so. 
Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/emergency-contact-info
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Birth
• Lillian Aurélie Payne, born to First UMC members Sam and Kari 
Payne, grandparents Sue and Dennis Payne, and aunt Emily Payne, 
on February 19.

Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:

• First UMC member Richard Paul Parker died February 13.
• First UMC member Nikki Edwards’ mom, Helen Reid, died 
recently.
• Rev. James Thomann, a retired member of the California-Pacific 
Conference, died January 22. He served as Associate Pastor here 
at First UMC in 1999.

Congratulations
• First UMC member Christian Dodd was one of 25 military 
medical support team members who served as temporary 
reinforcements during the COVID-19 pandemic at the University 
hospital in Newark, New Jersey.

Thank you from Rev. Patricia Farris
“To our beautiful First UMC family:  Heartfelt gratitude for all 
your cards and messages after the death of my mother.  I have felt 
enfolded in a giant prayer quilt of your love and care.  I also want 
to thank our Staff Team and Lay Leadership Team for leading our 
congregation through my Leave.  I give thanks to God for you all 
and am grateful to be in ministry with you.”  Rev. Patricia Farris

Blood Drive Opportunites
The Red Cross continues to experience the worst blood shortage in 
over a decade. The dangerously low blood supply levels have forced 
some hospitals to defer patients from major surgery, including organ 
transplants.  Your donation is desperately needed.  Take a look at the 
many blood drive sites available by the Red Cross during this time of 
crisis.  Please make an appointment to ensure safe social distancing. 
All donors will continue to be tested for COVID-19 antibodies.  Sign up 
at www.Redcrossblood.org

Remembering Robert S. Wilson
Reflection by Christina Eddy, Business 
Administrator
(January 23, 1929 – January 24, 2022)

I am writing this today in pure 
disclosure that I have not had the 
pleasure to ever have met Mr. Robert 
S. Wilson.  He passed away on 
January 24th.  I would have loved to 
have met him.  I see him a perfect fit 
for a coffee date, a forever friend, 
and a member of Trustees, Legacy, 
or Finance Committee.  I have since 
learned he was a very prominent church 
member.  He was liked by so many people 
in our community and beyond.  He 
served as Lay Leadership under Donald Shelby for many years.  Russ 
Whittenburg recently shared with us “It’s fair to say that UBH and 
Family Place would not be such successes except for the cheerleading 
and support of Bob and Marion Wilson!”  Booker Pearson recently 
shared a wonderful story –“I was sitting next to K J Laessig near the 
end of one Don Shelby’s more impassioned sermons stressing the dire 
need for Upward Bound House to serve the homeless families in our 
community.  We were all aware that a funding gap of over $250,000 
was required for the project to proceed. K J, who was then Chair of the 
Board, tapped me on the shoulder and passed a note from Bob Wilson 
that said: “K J, please tell Don that the prodigal son has returned home 
and I pledge to make up the funding short fall which will allow Upward 
Bound to go forward.”  I remember that we both had tears in our eyes.”  
Memories as if this happened yesterday.  

In earlier years I read he was a football stud.  He finished at UCLA in 
‘53 after serving our country in Korea.  He married early and had five 
sons.  He was with us in Santa Monica until 2002 when he built his 
dream home south near San Diego.  We know him to have his real 
pride and joy in his family.  We know him to have been instrumental 
in creating our vision, plan, and seamless rollout of the Sanctuary 
and Education building upgrade Beautification Project which wound 

up costing over 3x the initial plan.  He was a planner through and 
through.  Thoughtful in his approach.  He was a LEADER. And he was 
always looking for ways to make things better.  

I further read about his Alumnus award from UCLA chairing a most 
ambitious campaign ever to serve Dentistry, Letters and Science, 
and Athletics.  A portion of the campaign was to serve underserved 
communities, near and dear to his heart.  Not just to build bigger and 
better.  I learned he also built, in 1982, with excellent strategy and 
communication skills, “The Park That Kids Built,” whereby Robert 
put $1,000 down from savings and put it down to build this park for 
kids…later becoming the Estrella Children’s Park in LA, which was 
funded to be maintained for 30+ years after the build date due to his 
ambition and thoughtful approach.  I read his only request was to have 
the children sell the idea.  What a wonderful philosophy to have those 
that will reap benefit sow the seeds.  (We later used this approach 
in our Youth Service Project asks).  A student read from the Bible at 
the ribbon ceremony “Let the wilderness and dry land exalt, let the 
wasteland rejoice and bloom…”  Years later, a forty-year-old woman 
was quoted her experiences at the park that changed her life.   She 
stated, “The park project was a success, I learned you can do things 
and there is hope….”

Pondering all of this, I felt everything Bob tackled seemed monumental.  
I wonder how many times in our lives right now we feel the mountain 
of monumental.  Our small community, a small but mighty part of 
each of your lives, must seem like it is climbing mountains right now in 
the pandemic.  But I assure you, we are all climbing the mountain(s) 
TOGETHER.  This gives me hope.  We celebrate our church members 
that continue to grow this community through our own ministries, 
Worship, Music, Children, Youth, Families, Prayer, Work Teams, UBH, 
YSP, and many community nonprofits – Assistance League, Habitat 
for Humanity, The People Concern, and others.  We are all working 
towards a common purpose.  In peace, and love, and appreciation for 
everyone that is climbing several mountains.  Bob, may your generous 
soul rest in peace with Marion, may we always hear your generosity as 
the piano plays, and may all you did for us and the greater community 
continue to be celebrated.  And most importantly, may we all know 
that God’s plan is that WE can be the hope too….Carrying our faith, 
love, hope, goodwill, TOGETHER.

Prayer Group
The First UMC Prayer Group is a network of 
persons who provide regular, dependable, and 
confidential prayer support.  Led by Ruthie 
Smoot, the prayer group communicates 
regularly via email, and monthly via phone.  
You may send a prayer request to the church at 
any time, and our Prayer Group will be notified 
of your request. 
Go to: https://santamonicaumc.org/prayer-
requests/
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designate on your donation “flower fund.”

The flowers are gorgeous each week.  What happens to them after Sunday?  
If a member has reserved a dedication of flowers for the week, they 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
                      of SANTA MONICA

PRESCHOOL

Preschool 
Corner

The Preschool celebrated Black History Month by learning 
about lives of Black Americans whose contributions to 
society have greatly influenced our daily lives in an important 
and meaningful way.   Children identified several of these 
civil rights pioneers from their pictures currently displayed 
in the Preschool hallway.   Room 102 listened to Louis 
Armstrong and Ella Fitzgerald while painting creatively. 

First UMC Preschool celebrated its 100th Day of school! They celebrated with special activities and gifts of new t-shirts, with gratitude 
for the incredible First UMC Preschool community. Thank you teachers, parents, and children for your ongoing support 
and dedication!

Happenings

Open Registration
Preschool has some spots available currently in 
this school year. Formal registration for the new 
school year will take place this month. Please 
contact Dee Menzies directly at d.menzies@
santamonicaumc.org for more information and 
a tour.

Lunar New Year Celebrations
In February 1, the Preschool children dressed in festive 
red attire honoring Lunar New Year with enthusiasm 
and vigor.  The greeting Gong Hei Fat Choy rang out in 
the beautifully decorated hall and classrooms.  Craft 
projects, coloring sheets and stickers, and red envelopes 
with chocolate coins, brought excitement and joy to the 
children.  Mystery guest readers (parents) read stories 
about Lunar New Year and explained the significance 
and customs of the day.

Valentine’s Day art projects

On Sunday, February 13, the church treated 
the congregation to Valentine cookies after 
worship. Made by Broadway Baker in 
Santa Monica, each cookie was individually 
wrapped and handed out with love! 

First UMC Girl Scouts 
Emma, Megan, and Ashton 
represented their troops as 
they sold Girl Scout cookies 
after worship in February.

February’s Faith in Action project for the Sunday School and 
Youth group kids was creating hand-made Valentine cards for 
home-bound church members. 

Our former Pastor, Robert English, who 
now lives in Ohio, issued a Super Bowl food 
challenge to First UMC, as United Methodists 
in both Los Angeles and Cincinnati challenged 
one another to feed people experiencing food 
insecurity in their communities. Thank you to 
all who donated canned and dried goods on 
February 13 for the Westside Food Bank. It was 
a win-win for both communities to help those 
who struggle to put adequate, healthy food on 
their table.

Choir rehearsals are back in session! Watch for a larger choir back 
in worship beginning the first Sunday in Lent, March 6.
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FIRST UMC OFFICE  HOURS
Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Pastoral care by appointment only: 310-393-8258, enter ext. 1 Our theme for Lent comes from the 17th century French philosopher, writer 

and physicist, Blaise Pascal, who wrote: “In difficult times, carry something 
beautiful in your heart.”  The forty-day season of Lent has traditionally been a 
time of preparation for the great joy of Easter.  Forty days set aside for prayer, 
fasting, increased service and generosity.  The spiritual work of Lent might itself 
be described as “a difficult time,” as we are invited into deeper honesty in our 
relationship with God, with our brothers and sisters, with the planet itself.  We 
are drawn into confession and repentance as we make the forty-day walk into the 
workings of our soul and the living of our faith.

We experience other kinds of “difficult times” as well.  Surely these last two years 
of the COVID pandemic have been difficult in many ways around the world.  War 
and rumors of war cloud the horizon.  Polarization in our nation keeps us wary 
and weary of one another.  And, of course, we all experience difficult times in our 
own lives in the loss of a loved one or job, a troubled relationship, or economic 
challenges.  In difficult times, life can feel like walking through a dark forest, 
hoping to find our way home, the path overgrown with brush and weeds.

“In difficult times,” Pascal wrote, “carry something beautiful in your heart.”  May 
our Lenten spiritual work this year be a time to identify that “something beautiful” 
and keep it in our heart.  What might that “beautiful something” be?  The care of 
good neighbor.  A kind word offered.  A prayer shared.  The rosy glow of dawn.  
A bird’s song to welcome Spring.  The grace of God healing our hearts. The 
exuberance of a daffodil.  An insistence on hope. The melody of peace.

As we walk the path of Lent this year, let’s each remember every day to carry 
something beautiful in our heart.  For truly, the stone will be rolled away and the 

tomb will be empty.  In beauty may we walk.

Horizons
by Rev. Patricia Farris

Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, March 2 marks the beginning of the 40-day 
Lenten season of prayer, repentance, service and reflection.  
It is a  time to prepare ourselves for the joy and promise of 
the Resurrection on Easter. This year we offer two ways to 
worship:

• A recorded livestream service beginning at 10 a.m. 
on Facebook, YouTube and on the Livestream page of the 
website. It will be available for you all through the day so 
that you may worship at a time that best fits your schedule.  

• Listening Hearts Zoom Ash Wednesday service 
at 6:30 p.m., led by Tricia Guerrero.  All are invited. 
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/93934129803?pwd=dE15TUN
CdVp6Rkw2OTJsb2QzSTFCZz09 
Meeting ID: 939 3412 9803 
Passcode: heart

Ash Wednesday Services: 
Livestream Worship at 10 a.m.
Listening Hearts via Zoom, 
6:30 p.m.

You may pick up a small container of ashes in front of the church 
office on Tuesday, March 1, and Wednesday March 2, from 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

From the UMC: What is Lent and why 
does it last forty days?
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins 
on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from 
the Anglo Saxon word lencten, meaning “lengthen” and refers to 
the lengthening days of spring. The forty days represents the time 
Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and 
preparing to begin his ministry.

Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming of 
Easter. It is a time of self-examination and reflection. In the early 

church, Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation for 
baptism by new converts and then became a time of penance by all 
Christians. 

Today, Christians focus on relationship with God, growing as disciples 
and extending ourselves, often choosing to give up something or to 
volunteer and give of ourselves for others.

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days because each 
Sunday represents a “mini-Easter.” This is why you will see the 
designation “Sunday in Lent” rather than “Sunday of Lent” in the 
naming of these Sundays. On each Lord’s Day in Lent, while Lenten 
fasts continue, the reverent spirit of Lent is tempered with joyful 
anticipation of the Resurrection.

Sing your heart ❤❤ out
Hymnals are back in the pews for worship. If you are 
joining us from home and would like a hymnal, contact 
the church office to arrange “Hymnals into Homes” 
ministry to provide you one. 310.393.8258
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