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Across these forty days of Lent, we have been reminding ourselves to carry something 
beautiful in our heart each day, something beautiful to help us keep our focus, find a 
new perspective, and maintain our resilient faithfulness through difficult times.  We’ve 
also followed the ancient practice of the church to refrain from singing “Alleluia” in 
Lent, setting aside its exuberant joy until Easter dawns.

But it’s almost here!  In just a few days, we will arise to hear again the life-changing 
world-transforming news of the Resurrection.  “Alleluia” will burst forth from our lips 
and hearts.  

Alleluia is an ancient Hebrew word, first found in the Psalms.  It’s a combination of two 
words: “hallel” meaning “to praise” and “jah” or Yahweh, one of the names of God.  
Praise God.  Praise God for who God is, for all that God has done, for all that God is 
doing, for all that God is still to do.

As we rejoice to launch into Eastertide, the fifty-day season from Easter to Pentecost 
Sunday, we will carry Alleluias in our hearts.  How we need that joyful energy and 
power each day to face all the challenges and unknowns of our life journey.  How we 
need that promise to remind us that what we see in the present moment is not all there 
is.  God has created this world for peace, for joy, and God is even now creating a future 
with hope.

“Alleluia Is Our Song!” 

APRIL 3-17:  Westside Food Bank Food Drive 
Missions Council will be hosting a food drive for the Westside Food 
Bank, so bring cans and dry goods to donate from April 3 - 17.  Look 
for the bins on campus before and after Sunday worship.

Sunday, APRIL 10:  Palm Sunday - Holy Communion
10 a.m. In-Person and Online Worship
The day we celebrate Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, with the 
waving of palms and loud Hosannas!  

Sunday, APRIL 10:  Easter Hop-By
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the Courtyard
Following Palm Sunday worship, come by the Courtyard for the Easter 
Hop-By, hosted by Children and Family Ministries. Featuring crafts 
bags, a family photo opp, flowers, and a visit from the Easter Bunny!  
Fun for all ages!   

Wednesday, APRIL 13:  April Mid-Week Recital
12:10 p.m. Online
Tune in to the April Mid-Week Recital, featuring Sean O’Neal, organ. 

Thursday, APRIL 14:  Maundy Thursday 
7 p.m. St. Paul's Lutheran Church
St. Paul's Lutheran is holding an in-person Maundy Thursday Service. 
958 Lincoln Blvd, Santa Monica, CA 90403

Friday, APRIL 15:  Good Friday Service
7 p.m. St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
St. Paul's Lutheran together with First Presbyterian Church present 
a Good Friday Service.  958 Lincoln Blvd, Santa Monica, CA 90403
All are welcome!

April 17:  Easter Sunrise Service
6:30 a.m. Palisades Park (Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)
First UMC is excited to announce the  Easter Sunrise Service is back 
this year!  Bring fresh flowers for the cross, and a lawn chair or blankets. 
Hot coffee served.

April 17:  Easter Celebration Worship
10 a.m. In-Person and Online Worship
Family Service, Choir, Organ, Easter Flowers, and Alleluias!

HOLY WEEK 
OFFERINGS
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Worship Online 
We offer several options for participating in online worship.  You may 
join in the service Livestream in real time or later at your convenience on 
these platforms:
Sundays 10 a.m. Worship Online LIVESTREAM on: 
    • Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc/live 
    • Website: www.santamonicaumc.org
    • YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC  
    • The First UMC App: (download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM) 

April Ongoing Ministries:
• The Road to Easter in John’s Gospel  Lenten Bible Study with Rev. 
Larry Young  Tuesdays 7 p.m. / Wednesdays  2 p.m. via Zoom 
ends April 14
• Men’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Open Space Young Adults Soul Care: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
April 13 & 27, both in-person and online
• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero: 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays: April 6, 6 p.m., April 20, 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 
• Sunday School for Kids: Sundays, 10 a.m.
In-Person in the Preschool Playground Sunday School for ages 2 and up.
• UMYF Youth Group:  Sundays, 6 p.m. First UMC Courtyard

For more information on all of these programs, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org/online-ministries-events
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Worship in the Sanctuary
We worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. in-person in the Sanctuary each 
week.  We ask our church community to continue with precautions 
that help protect the safety of others.  We continue to wear masks on 
campus and during worship for now, as we monitor local and state 
guidelines.

Offering plates are once again being handed out during worship, and 
are also located in the Narthex during in-person worship. You may also 
continue to mail your gift to the church or drop it into the mail slot of our 
offices any day of the week. Or, you may give online at 
www.santamonicaumc.org/give, or mail checks through your online 
banking programs. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts. 

Hymnals are back in the pews for worship. If you are joining us from 
home and would like a hymnal, contact the church office to arrange 
“Hymnals into Homes” ministry to provide you one. 

After Worship Social Time
Join others in the courtyard after worship to say 
“Hello!” and enjoy the coffee and donuts table.
For the safety and the well-being of all, each donut 
is individually wrapped, and a single-file line is 
formed for each person to pick up their snack and 
then exit the line.

SUNDAYS  IN WORSHIP
10 a.m. In-Person and Online

April Mid-Week Recital
The April Mid-Week Recital features Sean 
O’Neal, organ.  Sean Coburn O’Neal 
began musical studies with the piano at 
age 10, and then with the organ at age 
16.  Sean has received various musical 
honors and awards from various musical 
organizations, most notably having been 
awarded the first-place performance 
prize in two regional American Guild of 
Organists competitions: Arizona, 1995 
and Hawaii, 1997.  Sean formerly held the position of Director of Music 
& Organist/Choirmaster at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Covina, 
CA, and is currently the Director of Music at St. Cross Episcopal 
Church in Hermosa Beach. For more info, visit the website: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recital-series

Wednesday, April 13, 12:10 p.m. ONLINE:  
Facebook: @santamonicaumc  • YouTube Channel : www.youtube/c/
santamonicaumc  • Website:  www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream • 
The First UMC App: (To download, go to the App Store, search 
FirstUMC_SM)

Sunday School
For families with children, Sunday School is held outside on the 
Preschool playground.  We are so grateful to our Sunday School 
teachers (Jamie Jones, Dot Plukas and Sandra Jones) for their ongoing 
care and commitment to our children and families. 
Sundays, 10 a.m. Preschool Playground

Reach Out and Stay Connected!
“I want to suggest that each of us think about folks we miss seeing at 
church, someone we enjoyed talking with at Coffee Hour, someone 
who sat in a nearby pew...and simply give them a call!   It will bless your 
day, and theirs as well.  (Call the church office if you need a phone 
number.)”  - Rev. Patricia Farris

The First UMC Spring Concert 
We are excited to announce the Spring Concert is back! The First UMC 
Chancel Choir will join with the Pasadena UMC Chancel Choir for two 
performances of Brahms Requiem:

Sunday, May 15 - 4 p.m. at First UMC Santa Monica
Saturday, May 21 - 4 p.m. at First UMC Pasadena

                          Freewill offering will be taken at both performances.

Extra added attraction! Ty Woodward will 
perform the Poulenc Organ Concerto.

Upward Bound House: Home Run for Kids  Upward Bound House presents the 10th 
Annual Home Run For Kids, a Brentwood community fundraiser in West Los Angeles.  It will be an in-person 
event, and include a 5K, a Kiddie K, an expo area with fun filled booths from our sponsors, music, food, and 
more!  Stay tuned for more info to sign up for the First UMC Team!!   Sunday, May 15

Westside Food Bank 
Food Drive 
Join Mission Council and Martha Ross 
for an Easter giving opportunity for the 
Westside Food Bank. Bring cans and dry 
goods to donate from April 3 - 17.  Look 
for the bins on campus before and after 
Sunday worship. Let’s keep working to 

feed families during the Easter season!

Westside Food Bank food drive from April 3 - 17 

Methodist Foundation Scholarships
The Methodist Foundation of Santa Monica, founded in 1967, exists 
to provide aid to religious, educational and charitable causes.  The 
Foundation is administered by a volunteer Board of Trustees with John 
Youngman as president.  First UMC has a long tradition of honoring 
the academic achievements of students in our church and community 
who pursue post-secondary education. 

Every year the Loans & Scholarships committee has the pleasure of 
acknowledging outstanding scholars, including graduating high school 
seniors, continuing undergraduates, and graduate students, for their 
scholastic excellence, commitment to community, and dedication to 
our church.

To apply for this year’s scholarships, the application will be available 
April 15 on the website, or stop by the church office:
www.santamonicaumc.org/methodistfoundation

Kids Night Out!
Kids Night Out is back! While parents 
enjoy a well-deserved night out, children 
are provided a safe and fun evening of 
games, activities and crafts, pizza dinner, 
and a movie with our trained childcare 
team.

When: Saturday, April 23, 4 - 8 p.m.
Where: First UMC Santa Monica, Second Floor Education Building 
Cost: $30/child + $15 for each additional sibling 
Ages: 2 years - 5th grade

Register on the website: www.santamonicaumc.org/kids-night-out

New Congregational Survey
As many events and activities are opening up after two years of COVID 
restrictions, our First UMC Re-Gathering Task Force continues to 
meet and make recommendations for the life and health of the church.  
We’d love to hear from YOU!  We’ve sent out an online survey to those 
that receive our Friday emails and Sentinels.  If you haven’t received 
an online survey, we have printed copies available on the table outside 
Sunday worship.  Please take a few minutes to complete the survey and 
return it to us.  Add any additional ideas or comments you’d care to 
make.  Thank you!

Our theme for Lent is “Carry Something Beautiful in Your Heart.”  We 
have resources for prayer, reflection, study and giving throughout 
the season. You can pick up your Lenten Devotionals written by our 
community, and other Lenten items on the table outside as you leave 
in-person worship, or visit the website for downloadable items and 
more information:  www.santamonicaumc.org/lent

Holy Week Audio Devotions
Audio Devotions for Holy Week (April 10 - 17), as 
read by their authors (subject to change.) The audio 
devotionals will be included in devotional emails sent 
out during Holy Week, and will also be found on the website. If you’re not 
on the Devotional email list, go to: http://eepurl.com/brFsJL to sign up.

The Road to Easter in John’s Gospel 
Bible Study with Rev. Larry Young
Rev. Larry Young is leading a Zoom Lenten study on “The Road
to Easter in John’s Gospel,” and it’s not too late to join in!  All are
welcome.  Duplicate sessions meet Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m. and 
Thursdays at 2 p.m., running until April 13/14.  To sign up, email
Rev. Young at lyoung@ljyoung.net

Easter Hop-By
All are welcome to attend our Hop-
By Easter event, hosted by First UMC 
Children and Family Ministries, with fun 
activities for Easter lovers of all ages.
• Featuring crafts bags, a family photo op, 
flower gifts, an Easter egg scavenger hunt, 
and even a visit from the Easter Bunny!
• Missions Council will also be hosting a 
food drive for the Westside Food Bank, so bring cans and dry goods to 
donate.  We look forward to seeing you there!

Sunday, April 10, 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the First UMC Courtyard

Blood Pressure Screenings Return
The Health Ministry Council is excited to announce 
that Blood Pressure screening is returning to the 
Fireside Room beginning Sunday, April 24, after 
worship. 
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United Methodists Stand with Ukraine
United Methodists across the globe are condemning the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine.  As Christians “we believe war is incompatible 
with the teachings and example of Christ. We therefore reject war as 
an instrument of national foreign policy.” (2016 Book of Discipline, Social 
Principles ¶165.C).  We also know our God stands with the oppressed and 
calls on us to support them.  See some of the ways United Methodist 
leaders, organizations and individuals are responding to the invasion of 
Ukraine through their prayer, aid and witness. 
Go to www.santamonicaumc.org/disaster-response for the complete 
article and more resources.

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which 
is available for people to leave a message requesting care.  If you have 
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our 
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate,
Anne Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call (310)393-
8258 ext. 103.   

Update your Emergency Contact Form
Our pastoral care team needs your help in making sure we have the
most recent contact info for you and your family.  If you have new 
information to update, please take a few moments to do so. 
Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/emergency-contact-info
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Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:

• First UMC member Doris M. Fitts, who died March 7.
• First UMC member Dr. Robert (Bob) Moore, who died March 15. 

Memorial
A memorial for David Searfoss will be held on Saturday, April 23, 
at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  All are invited.  If you are unable to 
attend, you may view a private Livestream of the service (contact 
the church office for the link). 

Congratulations!
• First UMC youth Andrew Buxton participated in the Students of 
the Year Campaign through the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, 
which is a 7-week blind 
fundraising competition 
against other students from 
the greater Los Angeles 
area.  Students of the 
Year is a philanthropic 
leadership development 
program for exemplary high 
school students. During the 
campaign, participants foster 
professional skills such as 
entrepreneurship, marketing, and project management in order to 
raise funds for The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS). After the 
7 week challenge, Andrew and his co-leaders raised over $317,000!

• Former First UMC youth Eliana Pires was featured in a KIA 
#Women’s History Month video, 
featured on the KIA Facebook 
page. Eliana is the owner of 
Angel Headed Ranch and her 
love for horses led her to show 
how carving out her own path 
can inspire others.

Flowers:  We accept donations to the Flower Fund to 
remember or honor a loved one for Sunday Worship 
service starting on Easter Sunday.  To donate to the 
flower fund, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/
flower-fund.

Pennies for Haiti 2022
with Todd Erlandson, Haiti Team Leader
On Sunday, March 13,  Todd Erlandson spoke during a Moment for 
Mission in worship to kick of this year’s Pennies for Haiti: 

I’m proud and excited to commence our Pennies for Peanuts  
fundraising campaign this morning!   Last year’s program, 
Pennies for Peanuts, was hugely successful, supporting ten 

families in planting a drought tolerant cash crop of peanuts.  We found 
a 60% increase in investment for each participant, and the program 
itself has proved self-sustaining, with ten new families joining in the 
planting process this season.

This year Pennies for Haiti will be focusing on repairing hurricane 
damaged roofs in the village of Sobier for families most in need.  We’ll be 
focusing 100% of funds on Haitian-sourced labor and materials, using 
local crews trained in the construction of the medical clinic during the 
2016-2017 mission trips, with oversight by our in-country team.  Each 
home will cost roughly $750 to repair, so the number of families we are 

able to affect will depend on money raised.  Thank you to the Heart of 
Hollywood Foundation for sharing financial support of this important 
project.

Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions, thoughts or 
concerns regarding this project at any time. And remember to drop your 
pennies, dollars and checks in the orange buckets in the narthex, or 
donate online.

As always, we are grateful to all of you for your continued support, and 
we pray for our  team, Caz, Osnel and Jacob, and the people of Haiti.”

Even though the Pennies for Haiti deadline has passed, we are 
still accepting donations towards ongoing repairs.  Go to: www.
santamonicaumc.org/give, select Pennies for Haiti in the drop-down menu.

ACT presented 
The Last Days of Judas Iscariot
by Dorothy Nichols, Director of the ACT Program 

In March of 2022, members of the church’s ACT (All 
Community Theater) recorded a reading of edited 
excerpts from “The Last Days of Judas Iscariot” by 

Stephen Adly Guirgis.  Although it was a first reading and was not 
staged or directed, people showed up in makeup, costumes and with 
their A game in acting shining brightly. 

The play takes place in Purgatory 
in modern times, where an agnostic 
defense attorney and a smarmy 
prosecutor from Hell are participating in 
a trial to see whether God’s all forgiving 
love extends to Judas and whether he 
should be moved from Hell.  Hysterically 
funny, informative and moving, the 
ACT actors had a blast playing Mother 
Teresa, Sigmund Freud, Pontius Pilate, 
Caiaphas, Saints Mathew, Thomas, Peter, Monica, Mary Magdalene, 
Satan and many other characters.  The cast’s profound discussion after 
the reading lasted nearly an hour.
 Because of the nature of the play and the brilliant performance of the 
late Wynn Battig as Judge Littlefield, ACT members want to share 
that raw and passionate reading with the rest of the church during our 
Lenten journey this year.  After the viewing on March 26, there was a 
ZOOM discussion with the actors. 

This reading stars, Wynn Battig, Carol Reich, Jamie Jones, David 
Penson, Sarah Rold, David Mayhan, Jack Fry, Margaret Gazey, Juliet 
Gazey, Molly Smith, Joy Williams, Marjorie Poe, Linda Diane Anderson, 
Dan Nessel, Michael Lamb, Mark La Bella, Kendra Gorlitsky, Carmen 
Herrera, Ben Ing, Larry Young, Bee Campbell, David Bremer, Dane & 
Aaron Rold.

View Performance:  https://www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC
 

Wesley Foundation Serving UCLA  
Spring Open House
The 580 Cafe welcomes you to their Spring Open House to enjoy a 
morning of community and fun.  The day features walking tours of UCLA 
lead by 580 students, recycled art 
to celebrate Earth Day, music and 
refreshments on the patio.  Bring your 
family, friends and a smile!  We look 
forward to seeing you in person as we share our story and community 
together. RSVP: wfsucla@gmail.com

Saturday, April 23, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
On the 580 Cafe Patio, corner of Hilgard & Westholme, 580 Hilgard Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 20024  (Limited free parking behind St. Alban’s Church off of 
Westholme Avenue)  www.wfsucla.org

Request a Prayer Quilt
Led by Sue Payne and Maile Marquand, the Prayer Quilt Ministry 
continues to offer Prayer Quilts to those  in need. To request a quilt: 
1. Talk to the intended recipient.  Ask if the person is willing to be 
prayed for and to receive a quilt.  Ask what specific prayers are 
wished for.  There is no charge for the quilt – it is  a gift of love.
2. Contact Maile Marquand (maile@rugbooks.com) or Sue Payne 
(sue.f.payne@gmail.com).
3.  Select the quilt if some are already made, or suggest colors if one is 
to be selected for you.  Once the quilt selection has been made, First 
UMC will display the quilt in the Friday Community Email, and also 
during Sunday 10 a.m. Worship, where you may now tie a prayer knot 
during in-person worship, or view the quilt on the Livestream.

Bereavement Group at St. Monica
St. Monica Catholic Church sponsors a peer support group that is 
co-facilitated by at least two bereavement ministers, who have also 
lost loved ones, and have received training to effectively and sensitively 
facilitate the group.  The group experience is a 10-week process, and is 
offered three times a year (Fall, Winter, Spring). Group participants are 
asked to commit to attending all sessions.  In the group, members join 
together on Zoom to pray, reflect, and share their experiences. To help 
guide this process, we use The New Day Journal by Mauryeen O’Brien as 
the foundation for our sessions.  To sign up, go to:
www.stmonica.net/ministries/pastoral-care/bereavement

Online Bereavement Group: begins Thursday, April 7, 7 p.m., and 
will meet weekly through June 23

• Prayer Quilts Can Be Tied in Worship
If there is a prayer quilt during service, you are invited to to pray over 
and tie knots on the quilt on the north wall or call or email Sarah in 
the church office to request a tie be made on the quilt for you; she 
will let you know the requested prayers: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), 
or s.rold@santamonicaumc.org. Online prayers will be collected 
Tuesday – Friday of the following week, and the prayer knots will be 
tied by the church staff.  

WISE & Healthy Aging Workshop:
“From Collecting to Decluttering”
WISE &  Healthy Aging is pleased to announce that it is resuming its 
popular, in-person workshop and  support group, “From Collecting 
to Decluttering,” to help older adults gain control of their “stuff.”  Led 
by WISE & Healthy Aging’s peer counselors, the “From Collecting to 
Decluttering” workshop kicks off with an orientation held on Wednesday, 
April 6, that is required for seniors interested in participating. Those 
who decide to sign up for the workshop then meet weekly for the next 
15 weeks, beginning Wednesday, April 13, and each  Wednesday 
thereafter through July 20, from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.

To sign up, call WISE and Healthy Aging: (310) 394-9871 x 373

Andrew Buxton (second from the left) 
and his team



United Methodists Stand with Ukraine
United Methodists across the globe are condemning the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine.  As Christians “we believe war is incompatible 
with the teachings and example of Christ. We therefore reject war as 
an instrument of national foreign policy.” (2016 Book of Discipline, Social 
Principles ¶165.C).  We also know our God stands with the oppressed and 
calls on us to support them.  See some of the ways United Methodist 
leaders, organizations and individuals are responding to the invasion of 
Ukraine through their prayer, aid and witness. 
Go to www.santamonicaumc.org/disaster-response for the complete 
article and more resources.

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which 
is available for people to leave a message requesting care.  If you have 
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our 
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate,
Anne Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call (310)393-
8258 ext. 103.   

Update your Emergency Contact Form
Our pastoral care team needs your help in making sure we have the
most recent contact info for you and your family.  If you have new 
information to update, please take a few moments to do so. 
Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/emergency-contact-info
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Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:

• First UMC member Doris M. Fitts, who died March 7.
• First UMC member Dr. Robert (Bob) Moore, who died March 15. 

Memorial
A memorial for David Searfoss will be held on Saturday, April 23, 
at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  All are invited.  If you are unable to 
attend, you may view a private Livestream of the service (contact 
the church office for the link). 

Congratulations!
• First UMC youth Andrew Buxton participated in the Students of 
the Year Campaign through the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, 
which is a 7-week blind 
fundraising competition 
against other students from 
the greater Los Angeles 
area.  Students of the 
Year is a philanthropic 
leadership development 
program for exemplary high 
school students. During the 
campaign, participants foster 
professional skills such as 
entrepreneurship, marketing, and project management in order to 
raise funds for The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS). After the 
7 week challenge, Andrew and his co-leaders raised over $317,000!

• Former First UMC youth Eliana Pires was featured in a KIA 
#Women’s History Month video, 
featured on the KIA Facebook 
page. Eliana is the owner of 
Angel Headed Ranch and her 
love for horses led her to show 
how carving out her own path 
can inspire others.

Flowers:  We accept donations to the Flower Fund to 
remember or honor a loved one for Sunday Worship 
service starting on Easter Sunday.  To donate to the 
flower fund, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/
flower-fund.

Pennies for Haiti 2022
with Todd Erlandson, Haiti Team Leader
On Sunday, March 13,  Todd Erlandson spoke during a Moment for 
Mission in worship to kick of this year’s Pennies for Haiti: 

I’m proud and excited to commence our Pennies for Peanuts  
fundraising campaign this morning!   Last year’s program, 
Pennies for Peanuts, was hugely successful, supporting ten 

families in planting a drought tolerant cash crop of peanuts.  We found 
a 60% increase in investment for each participant, and the program 
itself has proved self-sustaining, with ten new families joining in the 
planting process this season.

This year Pennies for Haiti will be focusing on repairing hurricane 
damaged roofs in the village of Sobier for families most in need.  We’ll be 
focusing 100% of funds on Haitian-sourced labor and materials, using 
local crews trained in the construction of the medical clinic during the 
2016-2017 mission trips, with oversight by our in-country team.  Each 
home will cost roughly $750 to repair, so the number of families we are 

able to affect will depend on money raised.  Thank you to the Heart of 
Hollywood Foundation for sharing financial support of this important 
project.

Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions, thoughts or 
concerns regarding this project at any time. And remember to drop your 
pennies, dollars and checks in the orange buckets in the narthex, or 
donate online.

As always, we are grateful to all of you for your continued support, and 
we pray for our  team, Caz, Osnel and Jacob, and the people of Haiti.”

Even though the Pennies for Haiti deadline has passed, we are 
still accepting donations towards ongoing repairs.  Go to: www.
santamonicaumc.org/give, select Pennies for Haiti in the drop-down menu.

ACT presented 
The Last Days of Judas Iscariot
by Dorothy Nichols, Director of the ACT Program 

In March of 2022, members of the church’s ACT (All 
Community Theater) recorded a reading of edited 
excerpts from “The Last Days of Judas Iscariot” by 

Stephen Adly Guirgis.  Although it was a first reading and was not 
staged or directed, people showed up in makeup, costumes and with 
their A game in acting shining brightly. 

The play takes place in Purgatory 
in modern times, where an agnostic 
defense attorney and a smarmy 
prosecutor from Hell are participating in 
a trial to see whether God’s all forgiving 
love extends to Judas and whether he 
should be moved from Hell.  Hysterically 
funny, informative and moving, the 
ACT actors had a blast playing Mother 
Teresa, Sigmund Freud, Pontius Pilate, 
Caiaphas, Saints Mathew, Thomas, Peter, Monica, Mary Magdalene, 
Satan and many other characters.  The cast’s profound discussion after 
the reading lasted nearly an hour.
 Because of the nature of the play and the brilliant performance of the 
late Wynn Battig as Judge Littlefield, ACT members want to share 
that raw and passionate reading with the rest of the church during our 
Lenten journey this year.  After the viewing on March 26, there was a 
ZOOM discussion with the actors. 

This reading stars, Wynn Battig, Carol Reich, Jamie Jones, David 
Penson, Sarah Rold, David Mayhan, Jack Fry, Margaret Gazey, Juliet 
Gazey, Molly Smith, Joy Williams, Marjorie Poe, Linda Diane Anderson, 
Dan Nessel, Michael Lamb, Mark La Bella, Kendra Gorlitsky, Carmen 
Herrera, Ben Ing, Larry Young, Bee Campbell, David Bremer, Dane & 
Aaron Rold.

View Performance:  https://www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC
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This year’s Youth Sunday featured high 
school seniors Kim Hansen, John Buxton, 
Emma Crawford and Annika Dodd

Emma Crawford performed  
“Sonato for Oboe and Piano 
Movement Three - Deploration 
(Francis Poulenc)” with Jim Smith 
accompanying her on piano

Annika Dodd with 
grandparents Yvonne  
and Arthur Dodd

Tricia Guerrero (left) with the 2021-22 
Youth Group and counselors

Youth counselors (left) Emily 
Payne and Madeleine Ing, with 
Kim Hansen and Emma Crawford

Bryce and Gavin Eddy
during the service

Ty Woodward (above) 
accompanied by Dr. Jim Smith 
(left) at Ty’s Mid-Week Recital 
performance on March 9Pennies for Haiti  ran from March 

11-20, and we thank you for 
donations, prayers and support. Here 
Berniece Southcott brings in her bag 
of loose change and a check to put in 
the collection bucket

On Sunday March 20, the youth had 
their annual Snatch Breakfast, where the 
Youth counselors surprised the kids by 
getting them out of bed and taking them 
to breakfast before coming to worship in 
their pj’s!  

The First UMC Preschool celebrated 
a fun St. Patrick’s Day last week by 

wearing green and making some 
Leprechaun traps.

During the season of Lent, members of our First UMC Lay Leadership Team served as guest speakers on one 
of the Scripture readings assigned for the day in light of our Lenten theme “Carry Something Beautiful in 
Your Heart.”  Speakers included Glenda Martinez, Molly Smith and Jocelyn Hicks-Garner.

Longing for comfort and guidance, 
where would you turn? I know my answer. 
I remember where I went. 
 
Through the pain and anguish, I kept 
something beautiful in my heart. When my 
faith was broken after my aunt’s passing I 
turned here, to this community. This chosen 
family of God who raised, supported, and 
lifted me up with no questions asked. You 
were all a token of light in my heart; a heart 
which thought it would only see darkness 
again. I carried your light in my heart until I 
was whole again. 

- Molly Smith (March 20, 2022)

Lent is an opportunity to deepen our relationship 
with God. A time of self-examination and 
reflection. A time to stop in the quiet of the
darkness and get ready for our rebirth as children 
of God. A time to experience grace.

As we go through our Lent journey, let us keep 
God’s love and acceptance of each of us in our 
hearts, knowing that God like a mother
hen, wants to gather all his children closer to 
him, protect them, and welcome them to God’s 
Kingdom.

- Glenda Martinez (March 13, 2022)

“...I must admit that my first response when I heard 
our theme for Lent was, I do not want to carry 
anything else.... (So) when I do not want to carry 
anything else, not even in my heart, I will remind 
myself, “You do not have to pick up anything.”  
Instead I can remember the character of my father 
and the desire he had to share with us all that is his. 
To pour into us the abundance of grace and love 
and hope.  To do so extravagantly, without question 
or expectation, without care for how we are seen 
by others, or for what we have done.  I only need 
to remember all that God has already placed in my 
heart.  In fact, secured deeply in my soul, and walk  
confidently towards Easter, full of grace and peace, 
through whatever lies ahead. 

- Jocelyn Hicks-Garner (March 27, 2022)

A beautiful Spring day on the First UMC campus

Happenings
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Horizons
by Rev. Patricia Farris

On the cover, “Alleluia” by Jen Norton: www.jennortonartstudio.com

Across these forty days of Lent, we have been reminding ourselves to carry something 
beautiful in our heart each day, something beautiful to help us keep our focus, find a 
new perspective, and maintain our resilient faithfulness through difficult times.  We’ve 
also followed the ancient practice of the church to refrain from singing “Alleluia” in 
Lent, setting aside its exuberant joy until Easter dawns.

But it’s almost here!  In just a few days, we will arise to hear again the life-changing 
world-transforming news of the Resurrection.  “Alleluia” will burst forth from our lips 
and hearts.  

Alleluia is an ancient Hebrew word, first found in the Psalms.  It’s a combination of two 
words: “hallel” meaning “to praise” and “jah” or Yahweh, one of the names of God.  
Praise God.  Praise God for who God is, for all that God has done, for all that God is 
doing, for all that God is still to do.

As we rejoice to launch into Eastertide, the fifty-day season from Easter to Pentecost 
Sunday, we will carry Alleluias in our hearts.  How we need that joyful energy and 
power each day to face all the challenges and unknowns of our life journey.  How we 
need that promise to remind us that what we see in the present moment is not all there 
is.  God has created this world for peace, for joy, and God is even now creating a future 
with hope.

“Alleluia Is Our Song!” 

APRIL 3-17:  Westside Food Bank Food Drive 
Missions Council will be hosting a food drive for the Westside Food 
Bank, so bring cans and dry goods to donate from April 3 - 17.  Look 
for the bins on campus before and after Sunday worship.

Sunday, APRIL 10:  Palm Sunday - Holy Communion
10 a.m. In-Person and Online Worship
The day we celebrate Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, with the 
waving of palms and loud Hosannas!  

Sunday, APRIL 10:  Easter Hop-By
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the Courtyard
Following Palm Sunday worship, come by the Courtyard for the Easter 
Hop-By, hosted by Children and Family Ministries. Featuring crafts 
bags, a family photo opp, flowers, and a visit from the Easter Bunny!  
Fun for all ages!   

Wednesday, APRIL 13:  April Mid-Week Recital
12:10 p.m. Online
Tune in to the April Mid-Week Recital, featuring Sean O’Neal, organ. 

Thursday, APRIL 14:  Maundy Thursday 
7 p.m. St. Paul's Lutheran Church
St. Paul's Lutheran is holding an in-person Maundy Thursday Service. 
958 Lincoln Blvd, Santa Monica, CA 90403

Friday, APRIL 15:  Good Friday Service
7 p.m. St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
St. Paul's Lutheran together with First Presbyterian Church present 
a Good Friday Service.  958 Lincoln Blvd, Santa Monica, CA 90403
All are welcome!

April 17:  Easter Sunrise Service
6:30 a.m. Palisades Park (Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)
First UMC is excited to announce the  Easter Sunrise Service is back 
this year!  Bring fresh flowers for the cross, and a lawn chair or blankets. 
Hot coffee served.

April 17:  Easter Celebration Worship
10 a.m. In-Person and Online Worship
Family Service, Choir, Organ, Easter Flowers, and Alleluias!

HOLY WEEK 
OFFERINGS
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