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Summer is upon us!  In the church year, this season is called “Ordinary 
Time.”  Technically, it includes all the weeks that fall outside the 
great seasons of Christmas and Easter and their preparatory weeks 
of Advent and Lent.  On the church calendar, everything else is 
“Ordinary.” 

But that does NOT mean “ordinary” as in “not important,” “boring,” 
“ho-hum,” or “same-old, same-old!”  Not at all!  In church language, 
“Ordinary” comes from the root word ordo which means to order or 
to count.  This is the time of year in which Christ walks among us and 
transforms our lives.  

Think about that for a moment.  Christ is walking with us when 
we take a walk on the beach.  Or enjoy a picnic.  Or celebrate a 
graduation.  Christ is walking with us on a summer hike.  Christ is 
beside us as we enjoy an afternoon nap. Christ is walking with us as 
we putter in the garden, do our chores, or get in touch with an old (or 
new!) friend.  Christ is walking with us in moments of prayer and quiet 
reflection.  Christ is walking with us through these summer days to 
transform our lives.

Christ is walking with us through the life of the church as well—
worship, fellowship groups, study, Sunday School, summer at the 
Preschool, the Youth Service Project, Vacation Bible Camp, missional 
outreach in Haiti, Coffee Hour conversation, Blood Pressure 
screenings, committee meetings, and Annual Conference.  Almost too 
many things to count—even if it is “Ordinary” time!

May God bless your summer with rest and joyful work, with renewal 
and transformation. Breathe deep.  Smile.  Sing.  Remember that 
through it all, God is ordering our steps as the Scripture puts it, 
ordering all things in a beautiful creation of life, love, hope and joy.

Rev. Patricia Farris

SENTINEL
newsletter

Horizons

Open Space Beach Meet-Up
Open Space Young Adult Group is kicking off the summer with a 
beach meet-up on Saturday, June 4, at 9 a.m.  Meet near Lifeguard 
Tower 26. There’s plenty of parking nearby, and coffee and donuts 
provided. Bring a beach chair or towel and let’s get the summer 
started!  Reach out to Open Space Leadership Team with questions or 
if you’d like to join: openspacesantamonica@gmail.com.  Read about 
Open Space: www.santamonicaumc.org/open-space

Saturday, June 4th at 9 a.m. Meet near Lifeguard Tower 26 

Preschool 
Corner

Take a look at the new Preschool  promo video!
Visit the website: www.santamonicaumc.org/preschool
Or, scan this QR code with your smartphone to go directly to it!

UMW Name Change!
Have UNITED METHODIST WOMEN changed ?
No - But the United Methodist Women have a new name: 
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH.   
Our local unit here at First UMC is 
proud to continue the tradition of 
supporting our high school seniors 
graduating this year.  June 12 is 
Scholarship Sunday and we will join in 
the Sanctuary as all scholarship recipients are recognized. 
As the church opens up again - UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH look 
forward to gathering in person - but meanwhile - hope to see you in 
church on June 12.



Flowers:  We accept donations to the Flower Fund to 
remember or honor a loved one for Sunday Worship 
service.  To donate to the flower fund, go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.

Worship Online 
We offer several options for participating in online worship.  You may 
join in the service Livestream in real time or later at your convenience on 
these platforms:
Sundays 10 a.m. Worship Online LIVESTREAM on: 
    • Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc/live 
    • Website: www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
    • YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC  
    • The First UMC App: (download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM) 

June/July Ongoing Ministries:
• Men’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Open Space Young Adults Soul Care: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
NEW Bible Study Zoom Opportunity for all (see info on page 3)
• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero: 
Every Wednesday, see expanded schedule below
• Sunday School for Kids: Sundays, 10 a.m.
In-Person in the Preschool Playground Sunday School for ages 2 and up.
• UMYF Youth Group:  During the summer the youth participate in a 
Service Project, assist as worship leaders, and volunteer with Sunday 
School and Vacation Bible Camp.
For more information on all of these programs, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org/small-groups
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Worship in the Sanctuary
We worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. in-person in the Sanctuary each 
week. Currently, based on state and local recommendations, face masks 
are recommended, but not required during worship and ministries. 
Everyone is strongly encouraged to get your vaccinations and booster 
shots.  If you feel ill, please choose to worship from home online.  Let us 
know if you need assistance in joining online.

After Worship Social Time
Join others in the courtyard after worship 
to say “Hello!” and enjoy the coffee and 
donuts table.  For the safety and the well-
being of all, each donut is individually 
wrapped, and a single-file line is formed for 
each person to pick up their snack and then 
exit the line.

WORSHIP
10 a.m. In-Person and Online

Sunday School - Sundays @ 10 a.m.
For families with children, Sunday 
School is held outside on the Preschool 
playground.  We are so grateful to our 
Sunday School teachers (Jamie Jones, 
Dot Plukas and Sandra Jones) for their 
ongoing care and commitment to our 
children and families. 
Sundays, 10 a.m. meet in Simkins Hall

Blood Pressure Screenings
Health Ministry Council hosts Blood 
Pressure screenings every third Sunday 
of the month (subject to change.)  We are 
grateful to this ministry for their continued 
care of the congregation! 
Sundays, June 19 & July 17, after worship, 
in the Fireside Room

JUNE/JULY EVENTS at a Glance
Sat June 4     Open Space Beach Meet-Up  
Sun June 5     Pentecost Sunday / Holy Communion / Prayer Stations 
after worship 
Wed June 8   Open Space Zoom Bible Study: Faithful and Inclusive: The 
Bible, Sexuality and The United Methodist Church (runs until August 10)
Wed June 15 - Sat June 18  Cal-Pac Annual Conference 
(Online Wed/Thurs, in-person Fri/Sat)
Sat June 18    Youth Service Project trip begins 
Sat June 18    CYFC Walk-A-Thon
Sun June 19/July 17     Blood Pressure Screenings
Mon July 4    Independence Day Holiday
Sun July 17    Missions Sunday in Worship
Mon July 25 - Fri 29    Vacation Bible Camp

Prayer Group
The First UMC Prayer Group is a 
network of persons who provide regular, 
dependable, and confidential prayer 
support.  Led by Ruthie Smoot, the prayer 
group communicates regularly via email, 
and monthly via phone.  You may send a 
prayer request to the church at any time, 
and our Prayer Group will be notified of 
your request. 
Go to: https://santamonicaumc.org/prayer-requests/

Listening Hearts Women’s Group- 
Expanded Schedule
Listening Hearts is a spiritual community 
of women who gather to listen to one 
another in the midst of life’s chaos, led 
by Pastoral Associate Tricia Guerrero.  
Listening Hearts meets weekly with a 
combination of Zoom and in-person 
meetings.

- 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings, 
6:30 p.m. Meetings via Zoom 

- 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month, “Coffee and Connect” 
10 a.m. Literati Cafe (12081 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90025 )  
grab a cup of coffee or tea  and chat/catch up out in the community. 

Faithful and Inclusive: The Bible, 
Sexuality and The United Methodist 
Church
Led by Tricia Guerrero and hosted by the 
Open Space Young Adult Group - ALL AGES 
are welcome to this 5-session, video-based 
study that explores how United Methodists 
can be completely faithful to the authority 
of Scripture and fully inclusive of LGBTQ 
people.

Offering a Wesleyan approach to the interpretation of scripture, it 
allows ample time for thoughtful small-group discussion. The seven 
biblical passages most commonly cited on this topic are studied from a 
comprehensive perspective of content, context, and culture.

Rob Fuquay is the author-presenter of the video study.  He is the author 
of several published biblical studies and the pastor of St. Luke’s UMC 
in Indianapolis, Indiana.  The videos also feature twelve LGBTQ 
laypersons and parents of LGBTQ children who share their faith stories.

Faithful and Inclusive will create a safe space for small groups to listen 
and learn and to have a constructive, courageous conversation. You 
can attend one class or all - each is a stand-alone session.

Wednesdays, June 8, June 22, July 13, July 27, August 10, 
7 - 8:30 p.m., via Zoom  Supplies needed: Bible, pen and paper 
Sign up on the website: www.santamonicaumc.org/open-space

Intergenerational Prayer Stations 
for Pentecost
All are invited to join together in celebration of Pentecost after worship 
through a variety of intergenerational prayer stations.  Each station will 
focus on a particular symbol and aspect of the Pentecost story—Spirit, 
fire, breath, and wind.  Grab a 
coffee and donut and make your 
way around to one or all of the 
prayer stations to learn more about 
Pentecost alongside one another in 
community.

Thank you to the Spiritual 
Formation Council and Children’s 
Ministry for hosting this engaging 
community opportunity for 
fellowship and prayer.

Sunday, June 5, after worship, 
in the Courtyard

Cal-Pac Annual Conference: Ending 
Spiritual & Physical Hunger
The 38th Annual Session of the California-Pacific Conference will take 
place on June 7 (online), June 15 (online), June 17 & 18 (online & 
in-person), PDT/HST.   The in-person portion will be held in Costa 
Mesa, CA.

In the Cal-Pac Preliminary Report introduction, Bishop Grant Hagiya 
says, “After two years of holding Annual Conference online, we have 
decided to try a hybrid model that will include both online business and 
an in-person time for us to connect and celebrate. Unfortunately, the 
University of Redlands was not able to accommodate our in-person 
portion and after much research, our Sessions team was able to locate 
a hotel in Costa Mesa that will meet our needs. Of course, if you are not 
comfortable meeting in-person, an online voting option will be made 
available to you.  With the theme of “Ending Spiritual and Physical 
Hunger,” we believe this will be one of the most significant Annual 
Conference Sessions that we have held in a long time. We are
truly excited about the work that we have planned and look forward 
to seeing you whether you participate virtually or live.  We know that 
God is with us and present, and we believe that you will feel the moving 
of the Holy Spirit at our 38th Annual Session of the California-Pacific 
Conference!”

Learn more: www.calpacumc.org/ac2022

Youth Service Project Trip
A group of 22 youth and adult 
volunteers from First UMC Santa 
Monica will be spending a week this 
summer helping residents in New 
Orleans working with an organization 
called Epworth Recovery Project. They 
have been active in the area since 
Hurricane Katrina. We are looking 
forward to helping people gain a safe, 
warm and dry home to live in, and most 
of all, we are looking forward to growing in faith through this service 
leadership opportunity.

This is our first service trip since the pandemic began and we are excited 
to make this commitment.  We hope you will support our endeavor.  In 
our youth group we talk about how our faith relates to our everyday 
lives and how we have the power to make a difference for one another 
in our world.  We are guided by Jesus’ words inviting us to love one 
another and help those in need. To read more, and support the youth’s 
efforts, visit:  www.santamonicaumc.org/ysp

YSP Trip: June 18-26 

A YSP tradition is to ask the Youth and Counselors going on the 
trip, “If you were a tool, which tool would you be? To read their 
answers, turn to page 5.
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Thank you to Jane Spiegel, Debi Jenkinson, and 
Henry Gil Maturell, for their work hosting Blood Pressure screenings.
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John Buxton - Graduating Senior, 2nd trip
If I were a tool,  I would be a level because I make sure my team works 
hard and also takes time for rest and play.

Andrew Buxton - 11th Grade, 2nd trip
If I were a tool, I would be a swiss army knife because I am versatile 
and adapt easily.

Emma Crawford - Graduating Senior, 3rd trip
If I were a tool, I would be duct tape because I am flexible and can help 
in all situations.

Megan Crawford - 10th Grade, 1st trip
If I were a tool, I would be safety goggles because they help us to stay 
focused on important work while being safe.

Annika Dodd - Graduating Senior, 3rd trip
If I were a tool,  I would be a compass because I am durable and can 
navigate through any situation.

Gavin Eddy - 11th Grade, 1st trip
If I were a tool, I would be an auger because I dig these trips.

Bryce Eddy - 8th Grade, 1st trip
If I were a tool, I would be a screwdriver so I can tighten my bond with 
God.

Ethan Crawford - 8th Grade, 1st trip
If I were a tool, I would be a tool box because I am organized and like 
to work on a little bit of everything.

Kim Hansen - Graduating Senior, 2nd trip
If I were a tool, I would be a crane because I pick people up when 
they’re down.

Tia Hansen - 10th Grade, 1st trip
If I were a tool, I would be a cordless drill because I can fit anywhere 
and do whatever task you put in front of me.

Ashton Stanfill - 9th Grade, 1st trip
If I were a tool, I would be a calculator because I like to solve problems.

Dara I’Anson - 11th grade, 2nd trip
If I were a tool, I’d be an 8 hour energy shot because I’m young and can 
share energy with others to help get the job done.

Cristina Marban - 11th grade, 1st trip
If I were a tool, I would be a screwdriver because I am precise and 
focused.

Cassy Williams - Young Adult, 3rd trip
If I were a tool, I would be a hammer because I like to both knock things 
down and build things up when needed.

Christian Dodd - Young Adult, 7th trip
If I were a tool, I would be a pocket because I will be there when you 
need me.

Jamie Jones - Youth Counselor, 7th trip
If I were a tool, I would be work boots because I am strong and 
grounded and protect the ones I love.

Brandon Searfoss - Youth Counselor, 5th trip
If I were a tool, I would be a clamp because I help hold things together.

Tricia Guerrero - Pastoral Associate for Family Ministries, 6th trip
If I were a tool, I would be a map because I like to see the bigger picture 
and plan ahead.

Adam Guerrero - Youth Counselor, 16th trip
If I were a tool, I would be a wrench because I’m adjustable. 

Maddy Ing - Youth Counselor, 7th trip
If I were a tool, I would be a pencil because I plan everything out and let 
the team do the work.

Emily Payne - Youth Counselor, 11th trip
If I were a tool, I would be a nail gun because I help hold everything 
together.

Dan Stirling - Youth Counselor, Many many trips!
If I were a tool, I would be a multi-tool, because I take care of whatever 
needs to be done.

Celebrating Our Graduates
Below are the list of high school and college graduates. 

Congratulations!  We are so proud of each of you!

The High School 2021-2022 Graduates
Brooklyn Bisson

John Buxton
Emma Crawford

Annika Dodd
Bess Frierson

Aiden Kenefick
Gwen Warren
Kim Hansen

Kylie Rold

College 2021-2022 Graduates
Owen Ing is graduating from University of Hartford, Hartt School, with 
a  BFA in Music Theatre.
Emma Wollitz is graduating from Tulane University with a degree in 
Communications with a Sociology and Management double minor.
Will Buxton is graduating from University of Michigan with a degree 
in psychology and a minor/emphasis in entrepreneurship; and is now 
working at “TikTok” in Human Resources Management.   
Haylee O’Toole is graduating from Santa Monica College and 
applying to transfer UC Santa Cruz.
Ella Ward is graduating from Emerson College with a degree in 
Journalism, and is headed to New York to work as a Good Morning 
America NYC production assistant.
Julia Rogers is graduating from Palo Alto College with a  Doctorate in 
Clinical Psychology, specializing in Pediatric Behavioral Health.

Commissioning the Youth Service
Project Team
Join the Youth Service Project team during worship on June 12, as they 
are commissioned for their trip to New Orleans.  An annual tradition is 
to ask the Youth and Counselors going on the trip, “If you were a tool, 
which tool would you be? 

CYFC 2nd Annual 
Walk-a-Thon
For many years our congregation have been 
proud supporters of the Children, Youth, and 
Family Collaborative(CYFC), a nonprofit 
organization serving over 2,500 foster 
youth and youth on probation at 50 sites in 
Southern California.  Foster youth face many 
challenges in their daily lives, often struggling 
with academics and positive social development.  Too often foster 
youth are shifted from foster home to foster home and do not have the 
opportunity to develop a sense of security.

Let’s continue to support the CYFC by supporting Rev. Larry Young 
and the First UMC team at the 2nd Annual Walk-A-Thon (the event has 
sold out, no more tickets to attend event available.)   To donate: 
• When remitting funds please indicate in the notes section: name of 
walker sponsoring or donation.
• All pledges payable online at: http://cyfcla.org/support/
• Checks can be made payable to: The Children Youth and Family 
Collaborative and mailed to: Children Youth and Family Collaborative, 
1200 W 37th Place, Los Angeles, CA 90007.  All pledges due by June 30.

Missions Sunday
Join us for in-person and online worship on Sunday, July 17, as we 
celebrate Missions Sunday, where the First UMC Missions Council 
will lead worship. The special speaker for the day will be Dr. Lydia 
Templeton, Director of the Children Youth and Family Collaborative 
(CYFC), based in Los Angeles.  When asked, “What drives you?” Lydia 
responds:

I am driven by my faith and my belief that all people are born good and 
entitled to justice, equity and respect.  I fight for justice in education 
for the vulnerable and voiceless who, because of economics or 
circumstances, lack exposure, information and an understanding 
that having at least a high school education is the foundation to live a 
productive life.  Because less than 46% of youth in foster care graduate 
from high school and less than 2% graduate from college, we face a 
crisis for innocent children.  Removing a child from homes because of 
child abuse and neglect should not destroy the future of the child in a 
secondary, systemic form of child abuse.  It is our collective responsibility 
as human beings to care for ALL children.

We look forward to this special Missions Sunday worship service.
Sunday, July 17, 10 a.m. online and in-person worship.

Vacation Bible Camp (formerly VBS) 
Ready to cook up some fun? First UMC’s 
Food Truck Party Vacation Bible Camp 
invites children of all ages to get on a roll 
with God as a parade of Food Trucks rolls 
into our neighborhood for the summer’s 
biggest party!

Throughout the week, we will explore the 
teaching of Jesus in Matthew 6:11; “Give 
us this day our daily bread.”  These words 
serve as a reminder that everything we 
have comes from God — and that it’s by turning to God in prayer that 
all of our daily needs are met. This adventure includes exciting music, 
amazing science, creative crafts, fun recreation, a mission project and 
memorable Bible stories to help children grow in faith and prayer.  

At the center of the Food Truck Party is a special food truck called “On 
a Roll.” Here, our Kid Chefs will learn from the food truck’s Top Chef, 
along with DJ Cupcake (an adorable cupcake puppet), about the Daily 
Specials (Daily Learnings), which are lines from the well-loved prayer 
that teaches us to turn to God to meet our needs.

What: VBC Food Truck Party: On a Roll with God!
Who:  Ages 5 years old/entering TK to those just finishing 
5th grade 
When: Monday, July 25 – Friday, July 29, 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.
VBC Cost: $50/child ($25 + sibling)

* Attention all teens/youth (finishing 6th grade through graduating 
seniors) – you may sign up to volunteer.  This is a great opportunity for 
service hours.  Adults may volunteer too!
Sign up or volunteer: www.santamonicaumc.org/vbc

Haiti Mission Update
by Todd Erlandson, Haiti Team Leader
In 2021 First UMC’s Stewardship Campaign focused on Then, Now, 
Next.  Your continued support of Haiti as friends and congregation 
have done JUST THAT.  From our first service project in 2010 to repair 
after the earthquakes, to our current need for roofing, to our planting 
of peanut seeds for the future, we are changing lives and taking care of 
Haiti friends in so many ways.  We have so much to celebrate - thank 
you so much for all who are participating in changing lives in Haiti! 

The Pennies for Peanuts project is progressing well with our original 
10 fields prepped and planted, and 10 new plots also prepared and 
planted with seeds from last year‘s crop.  This means that 20 families 
are participating in the Pennies for Peanuts project this year!  I’ve heard 
that other families in the village have been inspired by our project, and 
are starting their own peanut planting projects with their own funds. 

The Pennies for Haiti 2022 project is also progressing, repairing storm 
damaged roofs on homes for the most needy.  We have completed 
four homes to date, with six more happening in the next few weeks, 
if funds allow.  Old roofing material has been removed and new 
material installed by local teams, trained during our past missions. 
The community is planning a celebration when these 10 homes are 
complete, to celebrate the planting of the peanuts and the repair of the 
storm damaged homes.

Thanks to our hard-working on-site team who are making these 
projects happen.  We pray for everyone in Sobier and look forward 
to a time when we can be together again with   them in Haiti.  We are 
always in need of additional funds to keep the projects on track.  Please 
consider a gift at anytime, you can contribute through the website: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti.
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John Buxton - Graduating Senior, 2nd trip
If I were a tool,  I would be a level because I make sure my team works 
hard and also takes time for rest and play.

Andrew Buxton - 11th Grade, 2nd trip
If I were a tool, I would be a swiss army knife because I am versatile 
and adapt easily.

Emma Crawford - Graduating Senior, 3rd trip
If I were a tool, I would be duct tape because I am flexible and can help 
in all situations.

Megan Crawford - 10th Grade, 1st trip
If I were a tool, I would be safety goggles because they help us to stay 
focused on important work while being safe.

Annika Dodd - Graduating Senior, 3rd trip
If I were a tool,  I would be a compass because I am durable and can 
navigate through any situation.

Gavin Eddy - 11th Grade, 1st trip
If I were a tool, I would be an auger because I dig these trips.

Bryce Eddy - 8th Grade, 1st trip
If I were a tool, I would be a screwdriver so I can tighten my bond with 
God.

Ethan Crawford - 8th Grade, 1st trip
If I were a tool, I would be a tool box because I am organized and like 
to work on a little bit of everything.

Kim Hansen - Graduating Senior, 2nd trip
If I were a tool, I would be a crane because I pick people up when 
they’re down.

Tia Hansen - 10th Grade, 1st trip
If I were a tool, I would be a cordless drill because I can fit anywhere 
and do whatever task you put in front of me.

Ashton Stanfill - 9th Grade, 1st trip
If I were a tool, I would be a calculator because I like to solve problems.

Dara I’Anson - 11th grade, 2nd trip
If I were a tool, I’d be an 8 hour energy shot because I’m young and can 
share energy with others to help get the job done.

Cristina Marban - 11th grade, 1st trip
If I were a tool, I would be a screwdriver because I am precise and 
focused.

Cassy Williams - Young Adult, 3rd trip
If I were a tool, I would be a hammer because I like to both knock things 
down and build things up when needed.

Christian Dodd - Young Adult, 7th trip
If I were a tool, I would be a pocket because I will be there when you 
need me.

Jamie Jones - Youth Counselor, 7th trip
If I were a tool, I would be work boots because I am strong and 
grounded and protect the ones I love.

Brandon Searfoss - Youth Counselor, 5th trip
If I were a tool, I would be a clamp because I help hold things together.

Tricia Guerrero - Pastoral Associate for Family Ministries, 6th trip
If I were a tool, I would be a map because I like to see the bigger picture 
and plan ahead.

Adam Guerrero - Youth Counselor, 16th trip
If I were a tool, I would be a wrench because I’m adjustable. 

Maddy Ing - Youth Counselor, 7th trip
If I were a tool, I would be a pencil because I plan everything out and let 
the team do the work.

Emily Payne - Youth Counselor, 11th trip
If I were a tool, I would be a nail gun because I help hold everything 
together.

Dan Stirling - Youth Counselor, Many many trips!
If I were a tool, I would be a multi-tool, because I take care of whatever 
needs to be done.

Celebrating Our Graduates
Below are the list of high school and college graduates. 

Congratulations!  We are so proud of each of you!

The High School 2021-2022 Graduates
Brooklyn Bisson

John Buxton
Emma Crawford

Annika Dodd
Bess Frierson

Aiden Kenefick
Gwen Warren
Kim Hansen

Kylie Rold

College 2021-2022 Graduates
Owen Ing is graduating from University of Hartford, Hartt School, with 
a  BFA in Music Theatre.
Emma Wollitz is graduating from Tulane University with a degree in 
Communications with a Sociology and Management double minor.
Will Buxton is graduating from University of Michigan with a degree 
in psychology and a minor/emphasis in entrepreneurship; and is now 
working at “TikTok” in Human Resources Management.   
Haylee O’Toole is graduating from Santa Monica College and 
applying to transfer UC Santa Cruz.
Ella Ward is graduating from Emerson College with a degree in 
Journalism, and is headed to New York to work as a Good Morning 
America NYC production assistant.
Julia Rogers is graduating from Palo Alto College with a  Doctorate in 
Clinical Psychology, specializing in Pediatric Behavioral Health.

Commissioning the Youth Service
Project Team
Join the Youth Service Project team during worship on June 12, as they 
are commissioned for their trip to New Orleans.  An annual tradition is 
to ask the Youth and Counselors going on the trip, “If you were a tool, 
which tool would you be? 

CYFC 2nd Annual 
Walk-a-Thon
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• When remitting funds please indicate in the notes section: name of 
walker sponsoring or donation.
• All pledges payable online at: http://cyfcla.org/support/
• Checks can be made payable to: The Children Youth and Family 
Collaborative and mailed to: Children Youth and Family Collaborative, 
1200 W 37th Place, Los Angeles, CA 90007.  All pledges due by June 30.

Missions Sunday
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that teaches us to turn to God to meet our needs.
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Happenings

Births
• Jonathan Alvarez Haddad was born on April 23, to First UMC 
member Caroline Palo and Chris Haddad. 

• Finnley Charles Ciolek was born on May 22, to First UMC 
members Amy and Dave Ciolek, and grandparents and First UMC 
members Nancy and Chuck Kearsley.

Congratulations
• To First UMC member Ron Theile as he retires after 24 years with 
Mark Twain Middle School.
• To First UMC member Dylan and Dakota Holman on their 
marriage on May 21.

Baptism
• Luka Troy Huerta was 
baptized on May 22, by 
Rev. Patricia Farris.

Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:

• First UMC congregant Melanie Gullet’s mother-in-law and 
George Maranon’s mother, Olga “Mimi” Maranon,  died April 7.

CST and Methodist Foundation News
Each year at the Claremont School of Theology Commencement, 
a student is awarded the “First UMC of Santa Monica Edwin and 
Frances Witman Pastoral Care” award.  Provided by the Foundation 
of the First UMC, Santa Monica, it is given to a graduate who 
shows excellence or great promise in the practice of pastoral care, 
in memory of the Rev. Edwin H. Witman, a former pastor of the 
church, and his wife, Frances.  This year’s awardee is Drakar Abbah 
Druella, a Muslim pursuing ministry as a hospital chaplain.

Water Conservation Together
Here’s what we’re doing at the church and parsonages 
towards conservation.   We are always looking for 
ways to save water.  We have installed low flow 
toilets, battery operated auto shut off sinks, water 
fountains with water bottle service, artificial turf, 

drought tolerant landscaping, and we watch our water usage monthly 
at all locations.
 Your Trustees invite us all to join in.   Be a witness to water conservation 
on your block. We care about God’s creation. Here are three things we 
all can do:  Pay attention, read about it at: https://www.santamonica.
gov/topic-explainers/water-conservation, apply for those rebates, and 
let Santa Monica help you with a free consultation.
 What ideas or suggestions do you have? We’re in this together!

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which 
is available for people to leave a message requesting care.  If you have 
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our 
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate,
Anne Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call (310)393-
8258 ext. 103.   

United Methodists Stand with Ukraine
United Methodists around the world continue 
to condemn the Russian invasion of Ukraine 
and responding to the plight of those affected. 
The denomination’s ResourceUMC.org 
website has created a landing page, “United 
Methodists Stand with Ukraine.” 
To read this and all articles relating to UMC 
and Ukraine, UMCOR, and how to help, 
visit the website: www.santamonicaumc.org/
disaster-response.

Church Leadership Meeting Update
by Christina Eddy, Business Administrator
The First UMC Board of Trustees recently met on March 24, 2022, 
to discuss designated giving and church property amongst other 
agenda items.  The Trustees and staff have been working hard to keep 
the facilities in tip top shape.  It is the generosity of our five pillars of 
support that allow us to continue to maintain the church campus.  
Our thanks to
 1. Pledge and other giving support  
2. Successful Preschool 
3.  Foundation support  
4. Facility Usage support
5. Trustees managing bequest allocations
Around campus we are repairing timely plumbing issues, repaired 
the mezzanine above Simkins Hall, completed audio visual upgrades, 
upgraded to a new business office network system, painting of the 
narthex and friendship rooms, fire hose and Exit sign replacement, 
parsonage maintenance, and preschool beautification.  Our priorities 
continue to be safety, conservation, and beautification and this 
year priorities include: Archives room refresh, 11th St. Preschool art 
wall, rubber surface on small play yard, WaterWise assessments, 
composting, and parsonage visits and repairs.  

We thank our Trustees for taking on such important leadership of the 
church and we thank staff for their continued support in getting things 
done timely and within budget.

Giving Matters
Just a reminder to keep current on your 
pledge and giving support through summer.  
Schedules are busy so contact the church office 
if you have questions or concerns.  We are 
always looking for additional ways to increase 
giving.  Let us know what you can do to make a 
difference!

In the Odessa region of 
Southwest Ukraine, UMCOR 

partners with International 
Blue Crescent to truck 

emergency food rations and 
other supplies to stations 

meeting evacuees.

We give thanks for our Spring Concert with the combined choirs of First UMC Santa Monica and First UMC 
Pasadena.  A beautiful gift for the whole community. If you missed it, you may view the recording at any time 
on the website www.santamonicaumc.org/spring-concert or on our YouTube page: www.youtube.com/c/
santamonicaumc

In the First UMC Sanctuary During rehearsal at First UMC Pasadena

Ty Woodward, left, and Dr. James Smith 
leading Spring Concert rehearsal in 

Simkins Hall

Missions Council celebrated Helen Hewitt (center) 
during and after worship on Sunday, May 8 Thank you to (from left) Janet Guyette, Karen Lewis, David Landsverk, Lauren and Julian Sweat, for giving 

Westside Food Bank a hand with food sorting. Not pictured: Joyce Landsverk, Christine and Will Sweat.

We celebrate the success of the 10th 
Annual Home Run For Kids with 
Upward Bound House. Thank you to 
everyone who participated to make this 
a wonderful and spirited event. The 
First UMC Church and Preschool team 
raised over $1,600 to help end family 
homelessness and make a difference in 
our community.
A special thank you goes out to 
Christine Mirasy-Glasco, the President 
and CEO of Upward Bound House, 
(pictured above with Kim Defenderfer). 
We are so lucky to have such an 
amazing community!

The End of Year Youth Banquet celebrated 
a year of growing in faith and community 
together.  
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FIRST UMC OFFICE  HOURS
Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., and by appointment
Pastoral care by appointment only: 310-393-8258, enter ext. 1

Summer is upon us!  In the church year, this season is called “Ordinary 
Time.”  Technically, it includes all the weeks that fall outside the 
great seasons of Christmas and Easter and their preparatory weeks 
of Advent and Lent.  On the church calendar, everything else is 
“Ordinary.” 

But that does NOT mean “ordinary” as in “not important,” “boring,” 
“ho-hum,” or “same-old, same-old!”  Not at all!  In church language, 
“Ordinary” comes from the root word ordo which means to order or 
to count.  This is the time of year in which Christ walks among us and 
transforms our lives.  

Think about that for a moment.  Christ is walking with us when 
we take a walk on the beach.  Or enjoy a picnic.  Or celebrate a 
graduation.  Christ is walking with us on a summer hike.  Christ is 
beside us as we enjoy an afternoon nap. Christ is walking with us as 
we putter in the garden, do our chores, or get in touch with an old (or 
new!) friend.  Christ is walking with us in moments of prayer and quiet 
reflection.  Christ is walking with us through these summer days to 
transform our lives.

Christ is walking with us through the life of the church as well—
worship, fellowship groups, study, Sunday School, summer at the 
Preschool, the Youth Service Project, Vacation Bible Camp, missional 
outreach in Haiti, Coffee Hour conversation, Blood Pressure 
screenings, committee meetings, and Annual Conference.  Almost too 
many things to count—even if it is “Ordinary” time!

May God bless your summer with rest and joyful work, with renewal 
and transformation. Breathe deep.  Smile.  Sing.  Remember that 
through it all, God is ordering our steps as the Scripture puts it, 
ordering all things in a beautiful creation of life, love, hope and joy.

Rev. Patricia Farris

SENTINEL
newsletter

Horizons

Open Space Beach Meet-Up
Open Space Young Adult Group is kicking off the summer with a 
beach meet-up on Saturday, June 4, at 9 a.m.  Meet near Lifeguard 
Tower 26. There’s plenty of parking nearby, and coffee and donuts 
provided. Bring a beach chair or towel and let’s get the summer 
started!  Reach out to Open Space Leadership Team with questions or 
if you’d like to join: openspacesantamonica@gmail.com.  Read about 
Open Space: www.santamonicaumc.org/open-space

Saturday, June 4th at 9 a.m. Meet near Lifeguard Tower 26 

Preschool 
Corner

Take a look at the new Preschool  promo video!
Visit the website: www.santamonicaumc.org/preschool
Or, scan this QR code with your smartphone to go directly to it!

UMW Name Change!
Have UNITED METHODIST WOMEN changed ?
No - But the United Methodist Women have a new name: 
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH.   
Our local unit here at First UMC is 
proud to continue the tradition of 
supporting our high school seniors 
graduating this year.  June 12 is 
Scholarship Sunday and we will join in 
the Sanctuary as all scholarship recipients are recognized. 
As the church opens up again - UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH look 
forward to gathering in person - but meanwhile - hope to see you in 
church on June 12.
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