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Horizons

App Facts
Did you know....
You can view past worship 
services on the app?
Click on the Worship tab along the 
bottom navigation bar, then 
click on Sunday Service Archive.

To download the app, go to The App 
Store, search FirstUMC_SM

The title of this column, “Horizons,” calls us to lift our gaze up and out to look ahead, to scan the horizon and peer into the future.  It’s always 
out there in front of us, isn’t it, but sometimes we forget and look down or look back to find orientation and meaning.

In a recent piece in The Christian Century, Peter Marty writes about the importance of living life forward.  He measured the windshield in his 
car (five by three feet) and then measured his rear-view mirror (nine by two inches.)  This is by design, he noted.  We drive looking ahead, not 
looking back.  Same with life, he suggests.  Life isn’t meant to be lived in the rearview mirror.

Living in the rearview mirror is tempting sometimes in our personal lives in those moments when it feels like life was so much better back 
when...you can fill in the blank for yourself.  It’s tempting now, too, in the church and in the larger society, as the COVID pandemic lingers 
and morphs.  It’s so tempting to just want everything to “be like it was before…”  We’d rather live in the rearview mirror than lift our heads and 
hearts to face the future with eagerness and hope.

Marty paraphrases Kierkegaard’s assertion that life can only be understood backward, but it has to be lived forward.  And what better 
reminder of that than the arrival of Ruby Marcelina Guerrero, the newest member of the Guerrero family and the family of this faith 
community.  She’s a bundle of new life–incarnate, beautiful, a living witness to all the possibility that lies ahead.  Thanks be to God!

So let’s all take a deep breath, put a smile on our face, and look up.  Look around.  Look ahead.  Scan the horizon.  Let’s live forward into this 
time of rebirth and renewal in our lives, our families, our church, our world.  God is still calling us, loving us, promising us a future and a hope.  
Let’s be part of welcoming baby Ruby into new life beyond our imagining.

Rev. Patricia Farris

Special Announcement
from Tricia Guerrero, Pastoral Associate
Greetings church family,

Adam and I are excited to share some wonderful news with you! Last fall we began the 
process for a Domestic Adoption (an adoption in the United States) - going through a Home 
Study, interviews, lots of paperwork and background checks, and many hours of classes. We 
were told the wait could be anywhere from one to three years and to be patient during the 
process. Well, suffice it to say… we didn’t have to practice as much patience as we thought 
we would need!

Three days after returning from a wonderful Youth Service Project trip in New Orleans, we 
got the call we had been waiting on - a birth mother had chosen us to be the parents of her 
newborn baby girl!  With adoption, sometimes you have months to prepare, and other times 

you have a few days. We had 2 days to prepare and it’s been a whirlwind ever since!

We appreciate your prayers as we made our way home from picking up our little girl. Our parents and siblings are supporting us beyond 
anything we could imagine. We are so thankful to know that she is finally here and we are absolutely thrilled for each of you to meet her when 
the time is right.  For now, it will take some time to get settled and we are grateful for your prayers and understanding.

Our little girl’s name is Ruby Marcelina Guerrero and she was born on June 28, 2022. We chose the name Ruby from my great-grandmother, 
who lived with my family and helped to raise me, as well as from the brave little girl, Ruby Bridges, who had courage beyond measure and 
helped advance Civil Rights at the young age of six.  Marcelina is Adam’s paternal grandmother, whom he was close to as a child.  Ruby 
Marcelina is already well loved and we can’t wait to introduce her to her church family!

With much love,
Tricia and Adam Guerrero

*Tricia will continue on Leave through August, 
working limited hours from home.



Worship Online 
We offer several options for participating in online worship.  You may 
join in the service Livestream in real time or later at your convenience on 
these platforms:
Sundays 10 a.m. Worship Online LIVESTREAM on: 
    • Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc/live 
    • Website: www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
    • YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC  
    • The First UMC App: (download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM) 

August Ongoing Ministries:
• Men’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Open Space Young Adults Soul Care: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
Bible Study Zoom Opportunity, runs through August 17
• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero: 
Every Wednesday, see expanded schedule below
• Sunday School for Kids: Sundays, 10 a.m.
In-Person in the Preschool Playground Sunday School for ages 2 and up.
• UMYF Youth Group:  During the summer the youth participate in a 
Service Project, assist as worship leaders, and volunteer with Sunday 
School and Vacation Bible Camp.
For more information on all of these programs, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org/small-groups
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Worship in the Sanctuary 
We worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. in-person in the Sanctuary each 
week. *As of press time, based on state and local recommendations, 
face masks are recommended, but not required during worship and 
ministries.  Everyone is strongly encouraged to get your vaccinations and 
booster shots.  If you feel ill, please choose to worship from home online.  
Let us know if you need assistance in joining online. 
*Check the website for current updates.

WORSHIP
10 a.m. In-Person and Online

Sunday School - Sundays @ 10 a.m.
For families with children, Sunday 
School is held outside on the Preschool 
playground.  We are so grateful to our 
Sunday School teachers (Jamie Jones, 
Dot Plukas and Sandra Jones) for their 
ongoing care and commitment to our 
children and families. 
Sundays, 10 a.m. meet in Simkins Hall

Open Space 
Open Space is a community for young adults in their 20’s and 30’s 
that journey alongside one another in spiritual discovery, growth, and 
belonging.  They seek to foster an open-minded culture where all are 
invited to spark deep conversation and find spiritual meaning in a safe 
and diverse environment. To learn more about Open Space and to 
join their next meeting, follow them @OpenSpaceSM or email them at 
openspacesantamonica@gmail.com

Blood Pressure Screenings
Health Ministry Council hosts Blood 
Pressure screenings every third Sunday 
of the month (subject to change.)  We 
are grateful to this ministry for their 
continued care of the congregation! 
Sunday, August 21, after worship, in 
the Fireside Room

Prayer Requests
The First UMC Prayer Group is a 
network of persons who provide regular, 
dependable, and confidential prayer 
support.  Led by Ruthie Smoot, the prayer 
group communicates regularly via email.  
You may send a prayer request to the 
church at any time, and our Prayer Group 
will be notified of your request. 
Go to: https://santamonicaumc.org/prayer-requests/

After Worship Social Time
Join others in the courtyard after worship to say 
“Hello!” and enjoy the coffee and donuts table.  For 
the safety and the well-being of all, each donut is 
individually wrapped, and a single-file line is formed 
for each person to pick up their snack and then exit 
the line.

Listening Hearts Women’s Group
Listening Hearts is a spiritual community 
of women who gather to listen to one 
another in the midst of life’s chaos, led 
by Pastoral Associate Tricia Guerrero.  
Listening Hearts meets weekly with a 
combination of Zoom and in-person 
meetings.

- 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings, 
6:30 p.m. Meetings via Zoom 

- 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month, 
“Coffee and Connect” 10 a.m. Literati Cafe (12081 Wilshire Blvd, Los 
Angeles, CA 90025 )  grab a cup of coffee or tea  and chat/catch up out 
in the community. 

Last Class: Faithful and Inclusive Bible Study
Hosted by the Open Space Young Adult 
Group - ALL AGES are welcome to 
participate in the last class study that 
explores how United Methodists can be 
completely faithful to the authority of 
Scripture and fully inclusive of LGBTQ 
people.

Offering a Wesleyan approach to the 
interpretation of scripture, it allows 
ample time for thoughtful small-group discussion. The seven biblical 
passages most commonly cited on this topic are studied from a 
comprehensive perspective of content, context, and culture.

Faithful and Inclusive creates a safe space for small groups to listen and 
learn and to have a constructive, courageous conversation. If you 
missed any of the sessions, but would like the pdf guides for the classes, 
you may still contact us:  info@santamonicaumc.org

Wednesday, August 10,  7 - 8:30 p.m., via Zoom 
Sign up on the website: www.santamonicaumc.org/open-space
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Celebrating 25 Years with Rev. Patricia Farris!
We give thanks for Reverend Patricia Farris’ 25th appointed year with First UMC of Santa Monica.  She 
started back in 1998 stating that the church is a church through its community.  She hasn’t wavered from 
that philosophy connecting people, faith, and mission work locally and beyond every step of the way. 
She is recognized throughout the community in excellent protestant churches, has served as director for 
interreligious concerns and has been elected to eight General and Jurisdictional Conference delegations.  
She has participated in three Assemblies of the World Council of Churches, the WCC Team visit to 
Madagascar, and Women’s Division study trip to Mozambique.  She has taught and served as a Board 
member (and Chair) for Claremont School of Theology.  She has authored books of relevance and 
compassion and her spirit of transforming lives at a church level and universal level have witnessed growth 
and opportunity for many communities around the world.  Staff is always ready when she connects dots 
of what is to what can be. We give thanks for her contribution to our church and look forward to another 
year of care and growth in Santa Monica!

August School Supplies Drive
Our church has a long history of supporting students through the gift of 
backpacks and school supplies each fall.  During the month of August, 
First UMC will continue the tradition of 
taking donations that will enable us to 
support low-income and marginalized 
communities.  The organizations we are 
supporting this year are:
• Upward Bound House 
• Sherman Indian High School
• School Bell Backpack Program through 
the Assistance League of Santa Monica
• The People Concern in Santa Monica

We are ONLY accepting money donations (not supplies) towards the 
purchase of supplies in bulk.  To donate, go to www.santamonicaumc.
org/give, click Give Online, then select “School Supplies” in the 
dropdown menu. You may also send in a check made to First UMC, 
notate “School Supplies” in the memo.

We recognize families continue to face great challenges, so let us come 
together and support the kids and families in our communities to help 
them to learn and succeed this school year! Blessing of the Backpacks

Back to school is around the corner, and First UMC has you covered! 
All ages are welcome to bring backpacks, handbags, computer carriers, 
wallets, etc., to the annual Blessing of the Backpacks. Pick up 
a commemorative tag during service.

Sunday, August 21, during Worship

Safe Sanctuaries® 
First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously. 
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to 
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth, 
and adults.
Safe Sanctuaries® Practices at First UMC
•  Every year First UMC mandates that each employee on the First 
UMC campus take part in a Safe Sanctuaries® class. This includes all 
Preschool staff and church office staff, Youth leaders, Vacation Bible 
School volunteers, and Sunday School teachers.  This year we are 
meeting on August 23.

• Topics covered include: education and information on child abuse 
and requirements for mandated reporters, volunteer supervision 
guidelines, policies and guidelines within each ministry to ensure 
safety for children, youth and volunteers.
• Anyone who has access to or works with children, youth, or 
vulnerable adults has a background 
check prior to interaction with them.

If you have any questions or would like
more information, please email 
Tricia Guerrero, Pastoral Associate 
for Family Ministries at: 
t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org.

Flowers:  We accept donations to the Flower Fund to remember or 
honor a loved one for Sunday Worship service.  To donate to the 
flower fund, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.

Update your Emergency Contact Form
Our pastoral care team needs your help in making sure we have the
most recent contact info for you and your family.  If you have new 
information to update, please take a few moments to do so. Visit the 
website, or go to the Welcome Table after worship, and a staff member 
will help you update your information.
Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/emergency-contact-info
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Update on the Good Samaritan 
Medical and Dental Ministry
First UMC members Todd and Leigh Erlandson have been long-time 
supporters of the Good Samaritan Medical and Dental Ministry, 
located in the Cao Bang Province in North Vietnam.  Todd and Leigh’s 
architecture office, March Studio, has worked in various capacities with 
the GSMDM organization to get medical projects started in Vietnam 
over the past 15 years.  In 2019 they traveled to Vietnam with Dr. Vien 
Doan, founder of the Ministry, to plan the construction of a state of the 
art Family Health Center.  The goal of center is to provide local primary 
care services and reduce stress on regional hospitals. 

Planning initially began in 2018 and after a shut down due to Covid-19, 
Todd is pleased to report that they will finally “complete the Cao Bang 
Family Medical Center in Vietnam this year!   I plan to travel to Cao 
Bang for 2 weeks in October with Marisol from my office to oversee 
final interior and exterior finishes, as well as the landscaping and 
garden, and participate in an opening ceremony.  We are really looking 
forward to it!”

Congratulations to all, and 
we’re excited to see future 
updates about the new 
center!

Preschool 
Corner

Honoring a Life of Service
by Christina Eddy
A memorial service was held for our former preschool teacher 
Kay Morr on July 23, 2022, at Pilgrim Lutheran in Santa Monica.  
It was a beautiful service filled with love and generations of abundant 
blessings.  

We give thanks for her long service teaching children at the First UMC 
preschool spanning nearly five decades and officially retiring March, 
2020.  Included in this remarkable history are stories of lots of love, 
support, nurturing of young minds and spirits.  For years parents 
walked the halls in appreciation, witnessing her gentle kind smile and 
reminisced about the experiences that spanned for generations for 
some families.  

A critical area of philosophy of First UMC Preschool has always been 
that each child learns naturally through play and exploration in a 
stimulating environment that promotes physical, mental, emotional, 
social, creative and spiritual growth.  Her goal every day in every class 
was to do just that;  Slow down, pay attention, and play with a free 
spirit and mind.  Her nurturing creativity and adventures took children 
all around the world in imagination.  She loved the outdoors and 
watered the school garden each day, nurturing the leaves of each plant 
like she nurtured each child- with time and care and a huge smile. 

Kay Morr was a gift to all that knew her.  May we always walk with her 
spirit, slow down, show gratitude for early educators, and cherish the 
community she trusted and built for generations.  She is survived by her 
loving spouse Bruce Morr.

Mrs. Morr getting the children 
ready for picture day bursting 
with joy.

A snapshot of Mrs. Morr’s 
cultural exploration table 

honoring the Native Americans 
and customs.

Mrs. Morr ensuring sun shining 
on the children’s backs while 
they explored blowing bubbles 
near an official outdoor play 
yard structure named after her 
“Morr Hall.”

“Kay was an inspiration to all who knew her.  She made 
the world a better place by teaching young children 
to be respectful and caring.  Kay’s gentle manner 
encouraged all children to believe in themselves.”
                                       - Dee Menzies, Preschool Director

“I feel so lucky to have met Kay at First UMC over 
37 years ago.  She was the most wonderful and loving 
Preschool teacher I have ever known.  I was so very 
lucky to call her my friend.  I will miss her immensely. 
I love you Kay.” 
                                     - Amy Kennedy, Preschool Teacher

Legacy Giving
We can’t believe it!  It’s been nearly TEN years since First United 
Methodist Church of Santa Monica and the Methodist Foundation 
of Santa Monica jointly launched the Legacy Circle.  Our goal was to 
educate everyone in planning for our future by committing to planning 
to remember the Church and Foundation in their estate planning.  

Ten years later, 48 members, and over $1M received has been such 
an important part of growing the church and creating stability and 
long-term planning.  We couldn’t do it without you!   39 Charter 
members were honored at the November, 2013 All Saints Day, and 
other members have been honored each November during Charge 
Conference as joining.  We are so grateful for the gifts now and into 
our future.  

Most recently this past season, five Church committees met together 
with The Reverend John Woodall, President of the California Pacific 
Methodist Foundation, to see what more we can do.  He is currently the 
CEO of this Foundation and he is passionate about leading the church 
into the next century.  It led us to some big questions for reflection.  
There are so many things we are doing right.  But we know there is so 
much more to do. We give thanks for our community (you) and we 
listen.  But are we doing enough for our future?  Are we doing enough 
building?  Asking?  Sourcing?  Have we set the vision and norm to 
focus on the present AND the future across all generations?  With the 
Cal-Pac Foundation, our Planned Giving Committee, and YOU, we 
can do just that.  

Other big takeaways from our time with Rev. Woodall included stay 
the course in these tricky times of other economic needs weighing on 
generosity to the church, offer transparency in all we do, give thanks 
and recognition, and keep growing.  Thank you for being a part of the 
legacy now and into the future.   More information can be found on our 
website: www.santamonicaumc.org/planned-giving

Dodger Night is Back!
Save the date for the first United Methodist Dodger Night in three 
years!  This year, it’s the Dodgers vs. the Miami Marlins.  • DEADLINE 
to order online is Friday, August 12, noon, or until the tickets are sold 
out, whichever comes first. Order your tickets using this link: http://
www.calpacumc.org/dodgers820.   • Tickets are $47 in section 43RS 
and the first 40,000 to enter the stadium get a Walker Buehler jersey!!  
The gates at Dodger Stadium open 2.5 hours prior to start of the 
game, so get there early if you want a jersey.  •  We will be accepting 
online credit card payments as well as payment by check. If paying by 
check, we must receive the checks in the West District Office (1225 W. 
190th Street, Suite 205; Gardena, CA 90248) no later than Noon on 
Tuesday, August 16th. We will not be accepting checks at Dodger Stadium.
All tickets will be distributed (after payment has been received) via 
email from August 17 – August 19. 

Game Day: Saturday, August 20, 6 p.m. Dodger Stadium

Blood Drive Opportunity at St. Monica’s
The Red Cross continues to experience blood shortages.  Your 
donation is desperately needed.  St. Monica’s is hosting a blood 
drive on Sunday, August 14.  When you donate 1 pint of blood, you 
can help save 3 lives!   Please make an appointment to ensure safe 
social distancing. All donors will continue to be tested for COVID-19 
antibodies.  Register now and use the code “StMonicaSM”: 
www.Redcrossblood.org

Sunday, August 14, St. Monica’s Church, 701 California Ave, SM

The Legacy Circle plaque, 
displayed in the Narthex.

First UMC Preschool featured in City 
of Santa Monica News
The City of Santa Monica’s website and social media highlighted 
the First UMC Preschool, as part of an on-going series about early 
education. “Our communities are stronger when every child is healthy, 
safe, and engaged in early learning....learn about the passionate and 
diverse professionals doing this important work in Santa Monica.” 
www.santamonica.gov/blog/early-education-in-santa-monica-first-
united-methodist-church-preschool

“To me, she was Mrs. Morr, she was my preschool 
teacher more than 25 years ago. She was the reason and 
inspiration why I became a teacher and why I came back 
to First UMC to teach. Her love of children, animals, and 
gardening could be felt in everything she did. You heard 
her laugh and instantly smiled. Mrs. Morr had a way of 
teaching that just made everyone in the classroom stop and 
stare. First UMC wouldn’t be what it is without her and we 
will all aspire to teach like her everyday.”
                                                - Johanna Holman / Ms. Johanna

Mrs. Morr lovingly kept 
scrapbooks of each school year.
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Update on the Good Samaritan 
Medical and Dental Ministry
First UMC members Todd and Leigh Erlandson have been long-time 
supporters of the Good Samaritan Medical and Dental Ministry, 
located in the Cao Bang Province in North Vietnam.  Todd and Leigh’s 
architecture office, March Studio, has worked in various capacities with 
the GSMDM organization to get medical projects started in Vietnam 
over the past 15 years.  In 2019 they traveled to Vietnam with Dr. Vien 
Doan, founder of the Ministry, to plan the construction of a state of the 
art Family Health Center.  The goal of center is to provide local primary 
care services and reduce stress on regional hospitals. 

Planning initially began in 2018 and after a shut down due to Covid-19, 
Todd is pleased to report that they will finally “complete the Cao Bang 
Family Medical Center in Vietnam this year!   I plan to travel to Cao 
Bang for 2 weeks in October with Marisol from my office to oversee 
final interior and exterior finishes, as well as the landscaping and 
garden, and participate in an opening ceremony.  We are really looking 
forward to it!”

Congratulations to all, and 
we’re excited to see future 
updates about the new 
center!

Preschool 
Corner

Honoring a Life of Service
by Christina Eddy
A memorial service was held for our former preschool teacher 
Kay Morr on July 23, 2022, at Pilgrim Lutheran in Santa Monica.  
It was a beautiful service filled with love and generations of abundant 
blessings.  

We give thanks for her long service teaching children at the First UMC 
preschool spanning nearly five decades and officially retiring March, 
2020.  Included in this remarkable history are stories of lots of love, 
support, nurturing of young minds and spirits.  For years parents 
walked the halls in appreciation, witnessing her gentle kind smile and 
reminisced about the experiences that spanned for generations for 
some families.  

A critical area of philosophy of First UMC Preschool has always been 
that each child learns naturally through play and exploration in a 
stimulating environment that promotes physical, mental, emotional, 
social, creative and spiritual growth.  Her goal every day in every class 
was to do just that;  Slow down, pay attention, and play with a free 
spirit and mind.  Her nurturing creativity and adventures took children 
all around the world in imagination.  She loved the outdoors and 
watered the school garden each day, nurturing the leaves of each plant 
like she nurtured each child- with time and care and a huge smile. 

Kay Morr was a gift to all that knew her.  May we always walk with her 
spirit, slow down, show gratitude for early educators, and cherish the 
community she trusted and built for generations.  She is survived by her 
loving spouse Bruce Morr.

Mrs. Morr getting the children 
ready for picture day bursting 
with joy.

A snapshot of Mrs. Morr’s 
cultural exploration table 

honoring the Native Americans 
and customs.

Mrs. Morr ensuring sun shining 
on the children’s backs while 
they explored blowing bubbles 
near an official outdoor play 
yard structure named after her 
“Morr Hall.”

“Kay was an inspiration to all who knew her.  She made 
the world a better place by teaching young children 
to be respectful and caring.  Kay’s gentle manner 
encouraged all children to believe in themselves.”
                                       - Dee Menzies, Preschool Director

“I feel so lucky to have met Kay at First UMC over 
37 years ago.  She was the most wonderful and loving 
Preschool teacher I have ever known.  I was so very 
lucky to call her my friend.  I will miss her immensely. 
I love you Kay.” 
                                     - Amy Kennedy, Preschool Teacher

Legacy Giving
We can’t believe it!  It’s been nearly TEN years since First United 
Methodist Church of Santa Monica and the Methodist Foundation 
of Santa Monica jointly launched the Legacy Circle.  Our goal was to 
educate everyone in planning for our future by committing to planning 
to remember the Church and Foundation in their estate planning.  

Ten years later, 48 members, and over $1M received has been such 
an important part of growing the church and creating stability and 
long-term planning.  We couldn’t do it without you!   39 Charter 
members were honored at the November, 2013 All Saints Day, and 
other members have been honored each November during Charge 
Conference as joining.  We are so grateful for the gifts now and into 
our future.  

Most recently this past season, five Church committees met together 
with The Reverend John Woodall, President of the California Pacific 
Methodist Foundation, to see what more we can do.  He is currently the 
CEO of this Foundation and he is passionate about leading the church 
into the next century.  It led us to some big questions for reflection.  
There are so many things we are doing right.  But we know there is so 
much more to do. We give thanks for our community (you) and we 
listen.  But are we doing enough for our future?  Are we doing enough 
building?  Asking?  Sourcing?  Have we set the vision and norm to 
focus on the present AND the future across all generations?  With the 
Cal-Pac Foundation, our Planned Giving Committee, and YOU, we 
can do just that.  

Other big takeaways from our time with Rev. Woodall included stay 
the course in these tricky times of other economic needs weighing on 
generosity to the church, offer transparency in all we do, give thanks 
and recognition, and keep growing.  Thank you for being a part of the 
legacy now and into the future.   More information can be found on our 
website: www.santamonicaumc.org/planned-giving

Dodger Night is Back!
Save the date for the first United Methodist Dodger Night in three 
years!  This year, it’s the Dodgers vs. the Miami Marlins.  • DEADLINE 
to order online is Friday, August 12, noon, or until the tickets are sold 
out, whichever comes first. Order your tickets using this link: http://
www.calpacumc.org/dodgers820.   • Tickets are $47 in section 43RS 
and the first 40,000 to enter the stadium get a Walker Buehler jersey!!  
The gates at Dodger Stadium open 2.5 hours prior to start of the 
game, so get there early if you want a jersey.  •  We will be accepting 
online credit card payments as well as payment by check. If paying by 
check, we must receive the checks in the West District Office (1225 W. 
190th Street, Suite 205; Gardena, CA 90248) no later than Noon on 
Tuesday, August 16th. We will not be accepting checks at Dodger Stadium.
All tickets will be distributed (after payment has been received) via 
email from August 17 – August 19. 

Game Day: Saturday, August 20, 6 p.m. Dodger Stadium

Blood Drive Opportunity at St. Monica’s
The Red Cross continues to experience blood shortages.  Your 
donation is desperately needed.  St. Monica’s is hosting a blood 
drive on Sunday, August 14.  When you donate 1 pint of blood, you 
can help save 3 lives!   Please make an appointment to ensure safe 
social distancing. All donors will continue to be tested for COVID-19 
antibodies.  Register now and use the code “StMonicaSM”: 
www.Redcrossblood.org

Sunday, August 14, St. Monica’s Church, 701 California Ave, SM

The Legacy Circle plaque, 
displayed in the Narthex.

First UMC Preschool featured in City 
of Santa Monica News
The City of Santa Monica’s website and social media highlighted 
the First UMC Preschool, as part of an on-going series about early 
education. “Our communities are stronger when every child is healthy, 
safe, and engaged in early learning....learn about the passionate and 
diverse professionals doing this important work in Santa Monica.” 
www.santamonica.gov/blog/early-education-in-santa-monica-first-
united-methodist-church-preschool
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Community Photos
Congratulations
• to First UMC Youth Kim Hansen, who has been selected to receive a 
Lois Balsley Scholarship, an award given to six students in the Cal-Pac 
Conference.  According to Cal-Pac, “Lois Balsley 
was a tiny woman (she was only 4’11” tall) with a 
big heart. She had a passion for education, young 
people, social justice, world travel and good music.  
In establishing the Lois Balsley Living Trust, she left 
all her worldly goods to the California-Pacific United 
Methodist Foundation. The Foundation Board of 
Directors decided a portion of Lois’s legacy would be used to establish 
the Lois Balsley Scholarship Fund.”  Congratulations, Kim for receiving 
this honor!

• to First UMC youth Emma Crawford, who was 
featured in the Santa Monica Daily Press as one of the 
five Santa Monica High School graduating Orchestra 
members, and highlighted for her outstanding 
achievements and future plans.  Crawford, who 
has been the principal oboist of the symphony 
orchestra for all four years of high school, was this 
year’s orchestra student board president and a drum major in the 
marching band. “She is just completely involved and immersed in 
really everything music here at Samo,” said Jason Aiello, director of 
orchestras. Congratulations, Emma!

• to the Rev. Kurt Poland, who was ordained elder July 31, at First UMC 
Pasadena. We rejoice with you, Kurt!

• Rev. Se Hee Han, who retired at this year’s Annual Conference. She 
served as Associate Pastor here at First UMC from 1993-1997.

• The Assistance League Thrift Store was named  Best Vintage 
Resale Store & Best Legacy Business (30+ years) by The Santa Monica 
Daily Press “Most Loved Businesses” of 2022.  First UMC members 
Margaret Brown, Linda Burch, Laurie Charchut, Mary Clark, 
Claudia Flanders, Nancy Kearsley, Rose Kujawa, Joyce Landsverk, 
Leslie Nordby, Johanna Stutsman, and Chris Rudd have all been 
active volunteers to the Assistance League over the years.  We thank 
you for your service!

For the last two years, donations from the Annual School Supply Drive, 
held through August, will benefit the School Bell Backpack Program 
through the Assistance League.  (See page 3 for more information.) 

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which 
is available for people to leave a message requesting care.  If you have 
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our 
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate,
Anne Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call (310)393-
8258 ext. 103.   

Baptism
• Julian and Lauren Sweat were baptized
 by Rev. Patricia Farris on June 26.

Thank You!
• to First UMC member Christine Stumpf, who recently retired from the 
Chancel Choir.  She began singing in the choir in 1965, the same year 
Dr. Jim Smith became choir director.  Thank you Christine, for your years 
of dedication and service. 

Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:

• First UMC member Frederick Monroe McNairy, who died October 
19, 2011. 
• First UMC member Dr. James Anthony Haljun, who died March 12.
• First UMC member Donice Betty Pancost, who died May 7. 
• First UMC member Leslie Anne Talt, who died May 26.
• Long-time First UMC Preschool teacher Kay Morr, who died June 7. 
• First UMC member Margaret Gazey’s brother, Geoff Coombs, who 
died recently.
• First UMC member Mary Crawford’s mother, who died recently.
• First UMC member Gale Thomas Williams, who died July 19.
• First UMC member Heidi Maria Crooks, who died July 19.

Will, Christine, Julian and Lauren Sweat, 
with Rev. Patricia Farris

Request a Prayer Quilt
Led by Sue Payne and Maile Marquand, the Prayer Quilt Ministry 
continues to offer Prayer Quilts to those  in need. To request a quilt: 
1. Talk to the intended recipient.  Ask if the person is willing to be 
prayed for and to receive a quilt.  Ask what specific prayers are 
wished for.  There is no charge for the quilt – it is  a gift of love.
2. Contact Maile Marquand (maile@rugbooks.com) or Sue Payne 
(sue.f.payne@gmail.com).
3.  Select the quilt if some are already made, or suggest colors if one is 
to be selected for you.  Once the quilt selection has been made, First 
UMC will display the quilt in the Friday Community Email, and also 
during Sunday 10 a.m. worship, where you may tie a prayer knot during 
in-person worship, or view the quilt on the Livestream.

• Prayer Quilts Can Be Tied in Worship
If there is a prayer quilt during service, you are invited to to pray over 
and tie knots on the quilt on the north wall of the Sanctuary, or call 
or email Sarah in the church office to request a tie be made on the 
quilt for you; she will let you know the requested prayers: Sarah Rold 
(310.393.8258), or s.rold@santamonicaumc.org. Online prayers 
will be collected Tuesday – Friday of the following week, and the 
prayer knots will be tied by the church staff.  

Pentecost Prayer Stations were held after church on Sunday, June 5. One of the stations was 
hand-painting the dove and flame, which are both symbolic of the Holy Spirit and together they 
also represent the day of Pentecost. Bryce Eddy (right) standing next to the completed painting.  

Saturday, June 18: Children, Youth & Family 
Collaborative Walkathon - Thankful for our team of First 

UMC and the CYFC Staff, volunteers, and supporters 
for passionately supporting children in foster care and 

other at-risk youth. Pictured above, the First UMC team 
with: Rev. Larry Young, Linda Diane Anderson, William, 
Jocelyn & Loren Garner, Cindy McQuade and dog Zira! 

Photo credit to David Mayhan. 

Dr. Lydia Cincore Templeton, 
founder and director of CYFC, 

speaking during worship on July 17

Rev. Keri Olsen Paget with mom Ginny 
Shepler and daughter Elly. 

(photo credit Jim Dodd) Congregation Care Associate
 Anne Premer visiting with Edith 

Andersen on her 102nd Birthday!

Tricia Guerrero introduces daughter 
Ruby (upper left) to her Listening Hearts 
online group.

During the month 
of June, the Open 

Space Young Adult 
Group hosted a Pride 
information table out 
in the Courtyard after 

worship.

Youth Service Project: First 
UMC Youth and adult couselors 
commissioned during worship, 
(above); the trip to repair 
homes in New Orleans was a 
success!

Tricia Guerrero (center) with 
Tia Hansen (left) and Kim 
Hansen (right).

Ty Woodward, (left) 
greeting David Penson 
at the Welcome Table 
after worship.
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Horizons

App Facts
Did you know....
You can view past worship 
services on the app?
Click on the Worship tab along the 
bottom navigation bar, then 
click on Sunday Service Archive.

To download the app, go to The App 
Store, search FirstUMC_SM

The title of this column, “Horizons,” calls us to lift our gaze up and out to look ahead, to scan the horizon and peer into the future.  It’s always 
out there in front of us, isn’t it, but sometimes we forget and look down or look back to find orientation and meaning.

In a recent piece in The Christian Century, Peter Marty writes about the importance of living life forward.  He measured the windshield in his 
car (five by three feet) and then measured his rear-view mirror (nine by two inches.)  This is by design, he noted.  We drive looking ahead, not 
looking back.  Same with life, he suggests.  Life isn’t meant to be lived in the rearview mirror.

Living in the rearview mirror is tempting sometimes in our personal lives in those moments when it feels like life was so much better back 
when...you can fill in the blank for yourself.  It’s tempting now, too, in the church and in the larger society, as the COVID pandemic lingers 
and morphs.  It’s so tempting to just want everything to “be like it was before…”  We’d rather live in the rearview mirror than lift our heads and 
hearts to face the future with eagerness and hope.

Marty paraphrases Kierkegaard’s assertion that life can only be understood backward, but it has to be lived forward.  And what better 
reminder of that than the arrival of Ruby Marcelina Guerrero, the newest member of the Guerrero family and the family of this faith 
community.  She’s a bundle of new life–incarnate, beautiful, a living witness to all the possibility that lies ahead.  Thanks be to God!

So let’s all take a deep breath, put a smile on our face, and look up.  Look around.  Look ahead.  Scan the horizon.  Let’s live forward into this 
time of rebirth and renewal in our lives, our families, our church, our world.  God is still calling us, loving us, promising us a future and a hope.  
Let’s be part of welcoming baby Ruby into new life beyond our imagining.

Rev. Patricia Farris

Special Announcement
from Tricia Guerrero, Pastoral Associate
Greetings church family,

Adam and I are excited to share some wonderful news with you! Last fall we began the 
process for a Domestic Adoption (an adoption in the United States) - going through a Home 
Study, interviews, lots of paperwork and background checks, and many hours of classes. We 
were told the wait could be anywhere from one to three years and to be patient during the 
process. Well, suffice it to say… we didn’t have to practice as much patience as we thought 
we would need!

Three days after returning from a wonderful Youth Service Project trip in New Orleans, we 
got the call we had been waiting on - a birth mother had chosen us to be the parents of her 
newborn baby girl!  With adoption, sometimes you have months to prepare, and other times 

you have a few days. We had 2 days to prepare and it’s been a whirlwind ever since!

We appreciate your prayers as we made our way home from picking up our little girl. Our parents and siblings are supporting us beyond 
anything we could imagine. We are so thankful to know that she is finally here and we are absolutely thrilled for each of you to meet her when 
the time is right.  For now, it will take some time to get settled and we are grateful for your prayers and understanding.

Our little girl’s name is Ruby Marcelina Guerrero and she was born on June 28, 2022. We chose the name Ruby from my great-grandmother, 
who lived with my family and helped to raise me, as well as from the brave little girl, Ruby Bridges, who had courage beyond measure and 
helped advance Civil Rights at the young age of six.  Marcelina is Adam’s paternal grandmother, whom he was close to as a child.  Ruby 
Marcelina is already well loved and we can’t wait to introduce her to her church family!

With much love,
Tricia and Adam Guerrero

*Tricia will continue on Leave through August, 
working limited hours from home.
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