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Back to School Blessings   •   August 21, 2022

 W E  G A T H E R

W O R S H I P

WELCOME     Tricia Guerrero 

PRELUDE    El Flautista Alegre -The Happy Flutist  (Ramón Noble)  Ty Woodward, organ

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN   #89 United Methodist Hymnal – Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  (vs. 1, 2, 4)
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; hearts unfold like flowers before 
thee, opening to the sun above. Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt 
away.  Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!  All thy works with joy surround 
thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays, stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken 
praise. Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, chanting bird and 
flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. Mortals, join the mighty chorus which the morning 
stars began; love divine is reigning o’er us, binding all within its span. Ever singing, march we 
onward, victors in the midst of strife; joyful music leads us sunward, in the triumph song of life.

*CALL TO WORSHIP       Witney Seibold, Lay Lector
Calling all children of the Living God:  the gospel is good news for every age and every stage. 
Let us worship together, the young and the old, every generation. 
We come together with different abilities and disabilities, learning in a rainbow of ways 
and styles. 
Let us worship together, with our family of faith. 
All are welcome in the arms of Christ who proclaimed, “Let the children come!” 
Let us worship together, united in our eternal hope.F I RST  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H  o f   SA N TA  M O N I CA
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—Welcome New Visitors! We’re happy you’re here. You 
may fill out a New Visitor Sign-In form outside the sanctuary, 
go online: www.santamonicaumc.org/im-new, or scan this QR 
code for the online form.
—This Week’s Flowers:  
Flowers at the Reredos: “In loving memory of Heidi Crooks.” From her 
family.
Flowers in the Narthex: “In honor of all the students and teachers going 
back to school.”  From the First UMC Staff. 
To order flowers to remember or honor a loved one for Sunday Worship 
service, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.
—Safe Sanctuaries®: First UMC takes the safety of the children and 
youth very seriously. We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is 
our commitment to the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our 
children, youth, and adults.
—Prayer Quilts: Today’s quilt is for Erin Bancroft. You are invited to to 
pray over and tie knots on the quilt on the north wall of the Sanctuary, or 
call or email Sarah in the church office to request a tie be made on the 
quilt for you: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), or s.rold@santamonicaumc.
org. To request a Prayer Quilt for someone in need, go to: www.
santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry.
—Prayer Requests:  The Prayer Chain is a network of persons who pray 
in response to prayer requests, and treat all requests as confidential.  
Request a prayer at any time. Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/prayer-
requests.
—Westside Food Bank: We collect food weekly for the Westside Food 
Bank. Bins are located outside the Sanctuary Sunday mornings.

STAY CONNECTED:
• Men’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Young Adults/Open Space:  Hybrid of online and in-person meetings 
• Listening Hearts Women’s Group:  
1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. Meetings via Zoom 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays, “Coffee and Connect” 10 a.m. Literati Cafe 
• Sunday School for Kids: Today: 10 a.m., Church Playground
• Youth Ministry: The Youth are on Summer Break.  

Sunday Social Gathering: Come say “Hello” and help yourself to 
coffee and donuts after worship in the Courtyard. Stop by the Sunday 
Welcome Table and visit with staff member David Penson if you have 
any questions!   



 BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSINGS      Tricia Guerrero

 OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE       Witney Seibold
  We give thanks for God’s Creating Spirit that continues to give us life and lead us forward!

  Thanks be to God!

 W E  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D

 W E  R E S P O N D

THE LESSON     1 Corinthians 1:10-17          Rev. Patricia Farris
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  Thanks be to God!

SERMON      “A Faith Bigger Than We Are”                 Rev. Larry Young

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W E  G O  F O R T H  T O  S E R V E

BENEDICTION   Rev. Farris

POSTLUDE      Rondeau from Sinfonies de Fanfares (Jean Joseph Mouret) Ty Woodward

INVITATION TO PRAYER      
  #84 UMH – Thank You, Lord 

Thank you, Lord, thank you, Lord, thank you, Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord. Thank you, 
Lord, thank you, Lord, thank you, Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     Tricia Guerrero
  Response:  Loving God, hold us and our prayers.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES                                 Witney Seibold
Your continued financial support of the church is now more important than ever. You may place gifts of cash 
or checks made out to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also mail your gift to 
the church or drop it into the mail slot of our offices any day of the week. Or, you may also give online at 
www.santamonicaumc.org/give, or mail checks through your online banking programs.  You may continue to 
earmark gifts for our various mission projects. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts. Thank you.

THE OFFERTORY        The  Chancel Choir /Dr. James Smith, Director
Andrew Pringle, soloist

I’m Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says Sing (arr. Howard Helvey)    
I’m gonna sing when the Spirit says sing, and obey the Spirit of the Lord. I’m gonna preach 
when the Spirit says preach, and obey the Spirit of the Lord. I’m gonna pray when the Spirit 
says pray, and obey the Spirit of the Lord. I’m gonna shout when the Spirit says shout, and 
obey the Spirit of the Lord.

*RESPONSE  #94 UMH — The Doxology

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION     Witney Seibold
Loving God, coat the year before us with miracles of your mercy and strength, and 
help us appreciate most of all the bedrock miracle of your presence with us in every 
single ordinary, sacred moment. Lead us this school year into life-giving rhythms 
of grace and light, where our regular routines become the framework for worship, 
service, and blessing.  Amen.
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Today - Blood Pressure Screenings
The Health Ministry Council will provide free Blood Pressure Screenings today after 
worship in the Fireside Room. Screenings are held every third Sunday of the month. 
We give thanks for this ministry of health and wellness.
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MISSION AND COMMON LIFE
www.santamonicaumc.org

• Men’s Bible Study Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
Men’s Bible Study is a weekly online meeting where men of all ages and generations gather to ground themselves in the 
Holy Scripture. As men try to navigate the stresses and complexities of this modern world and daily life, Men’s Bible Study is 
a place for community, prayer and fellowship through the sharing of God’s Holy word. www.santamonicaumc.org/
biblestudy

• Open Space Young Adult Group  2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
Open Space is a young adult ministry that offers community for young adults to journey alongside one another in 
spiritual discovery, growth, and belonging. This summer they will gather on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 7 p.m. for 
a Zoom Bible Study along with offering occasional in-person meet-ups.  www.santamonicaumc.org/open-space

• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero 
Listening Hearts is a spiritual community of women who gather to listen to one another in the midst of life’s chaos, led by 
Pastoral Associate Tricia Guerrero. 
1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings: 6:30 p.m. Meetings via Zoom 
2nd and 4th Wednesday mornings: “Coffee and Connect”  10 a.m.  Grab a cup of coffee or tea and chat/catch up out in 
the community.  Literati Cafe (12081 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90025 )  www.santamonicaumc.org/small-groups

• Sunday School for Kids 
Sunday School is currently happening weekly on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. on the church playground. Parents can 
drop off and pick up children ages 2 through 5th grade during morning worship. Children are also welcome to remain 
with families in the Sanctuary, and worship activity bags can be found in the Narthex or from an Usher. Reach out to 
Tricia Guerrero (t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org) if you have any questions. www.santamonicaumc.org/sunday-
school

• Youth Group 
The Youth Ministry at First UMC is a community of youth and adult volunteers who gather to explore and grow in faith 
together. Youth programs resume in the Fall with a Family Youth Gathering Night on September 11 from 6 - 8 p.m. in the 
courtyard.  Regular Youth Group meetings begin September 18 in the Youth Lounge 6 - 8 p.m.   Email Tricia Guerrero 
(t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org) if you would like to get connected to this group for youth in grades 6-12.
 www.santamonicaumc.org/youth-ministry

• Blood Pressure Screenings
The Health Ministry Council provides free Blood Pressure Screenings every third Sunday of the month in the Fireside 
Room. We give thanks for this ministry of health and wellness. www.santamonicaumc.org/health-ministry

Ongoing Ministries at First UMC
If you’d like more information for ministry opportunities, you may contact the 
church office (310) 393-8258, or visit the website: www.santamonicaumc.org

ONGOING MINISTRIES AT FIRST UMC

Back to School Blessings
Back to school is just around the corner, and First UMC has you covered!  We are 
grateful to celebrate Back to School Blessings today.  Commemorative tags will be 
handed out during service and are available afterwards, and online viewers may 
email us for a downloadable pdf tag at: info@santamonicaumc.org

Give Now Online
There are many ways to contribute to the mission and ministry of First UMC. You 
may give online via the QR code on the left (take a photo of the code with your phone 
camera), via mail, or onsite through the church office mail slot.  To learn more 
about ways to give, including the annual Stewardship campaign, Planned Giving, 
Tree of Life, support for the Music Program, and the flower fund, visit:
www.santamonicaumc.org/give

Westside Food Bank's Phantom Dinner - Celebrating 26 Years
Westside Food Bank’s healthy, nutritious food distributions are more relevant and 
responsive to community need than ever before!  Demand for food assistance 
continues at a record high level due to:  Ongoing economic, financial, and social 
repercussions of a global pandemic; Increased food insecurity and financial 
hardship caused by inflation and supply chain challenges; Housing costs and living 
expenses consuming more and more of paychecks and finances.   
More info: www.wsfb.org/phantomdinner
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