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Come Home! September Sermon Series
Sunday, September 4
Come Home to God
- Holy Communion

Sunday, September 11
Come Home to Church
- Celebrating New Members
- Homecoming Celebration
after worship in the courtyard
(see page 3 for details)
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Horizons
Come Home!
It’s time to revive an old First UMC tradition and look forward to
Homecoming Sunday, September 11th this year.

missed! Reach out to someone you’ve missed seeing, sitting near, or
sharing a cup of coffee with (to say nothing of a donut!).

Homecoming will look different now as we live into being a Both/And
congregation. Each week, many of us worship online, for all kinds of
reasons—health, distance, work and family schedules, preference. We
celebrate our online congregation. And if you’ve gotten to know First
UMC online, consider in-person worship. Together we look forward
to joining in prayer, worship, fellowship and service as the Fall begins.

Plan now to worship together on September 11th. We will celebrate and
greet our New Members. Our Choir will have resumed rehearsals after
their summer break. Youth group will enjoy a Family Dinner on the 11th
and resume meetings on the 18th. Sunday School and other activities
continue. Rev. Larry Young is offering a new Bible Study beginning at
the end of the month.

If you’ve simply gotten out of the habit of making your way to church,
it’s time to re-consider. A couple of folks showed up recently and
announced: “We decided that it’s time to be back!” We continue safe
practices—ventilation in the sanctuary, Coffee Hour in the Courtyard,
and recommending masks indoors. Everyone is being very respectful
of one another’s comfort level and health. Whoever you are, you are

Plan to Come Home this month. Come Home to God. Come Home to
church. Come home to the earth. Come Home to mission as we serve
together for the transformation of the world.
I look forward to serving, praying, fellowshipping, and worshiping with
ALL of you!
Rev. Patricia Farris, Senior Minister

For the month of September, Rev.
Patricia Farris’ sermon series will be
entitled Come Home! Based on this
theme, we will reflect on John August
Swanson’s depiction of The Fisherman.

Sunday, September 18
Come Home to Earth
1. The Fishermen
© 1969 by John August Swanson
Sgraffito, 9”x 16”

Sunday, September 25
Come Home to Change
the World
- Moments for Mission with Todd
Erlandson: Good Samaritan
Medical and Dental Ministry

3. The Great Catch
© 1993 by John August Swanson
Serigraph, 22”x 32”

2. The Fishermen
© 1973 by John August Swanson
Serigraph, 16” x 26 1/2”

4. The Fishermen
© 2012 by John August Swanson
Giclee edition, 27”x 15”

John says of this imagery of Peter and
his friends fishing: “Over my life as
an artist, I have created variations
of this story. It helps me to accept
our struggles, and to appreciate
the casting of my own “net” into
the waves, as well as my surprise
in experiencing the fruit and the
abundance of gifts that are there.
We are reminded of the inexhaustible
resources within each of us.” Each
Sunday we will highlight one of the
four images in chronological order on
the Order of Worship.

WORSHIP

10 a.m. In-Person and Online
Worship in the Sanctuary
We worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. in-person in the Sanctuary each
week. As of press time, based on state and local recommendations,
face masks are recommended, but not required during worship and
ministries. Everyone is strongly encouraged to get your vaccinations and
booster shots. If you feel ill, please choose to worship from home online.
Let us know if you need assistance in joining online.

Worship Online
We offer several options for participating in online worship. You may
join in the service Livestream in real time or later at your convenience on
these platforms:
Sundays 10 a.m. Worship Online LIVESTREAM on:
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc/live
• Website: www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
• YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC
• The First UMC App: (download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM)

September at a Glance

Sun Sept 4
Sermon: “Come Home to God”
		
• Holy Communion
Mon Sept 5
Labor Day, church campus closed
Sat Sept 10
Gale Williams Memorial, 10 a.m. Sanctuary
Sun Sept 11
Sermon: “Come Home to Church”
		• New Members Sunday
		Homecoming celebration after worship
		
Youth Family Gathering
Wed Sept 14
September Mid-Week Recital
Sun Sept 18
Sermon: “Come Home to the Earth”
		Free Blood Pressure Screenings
		
Missions Council Meeting after worship
		
UMYF Meetings resume for the Fall
Sun Sept 25
Sermon: “Come Home to Change the World”
		• Moments for Mission: Todd Erlandson discussing
		the Good Samaritan Medical and Dental Ministry
		Clinic
Wed/Thur
Rev. Larry Young’s new Bible Study,
Sept 28/29
“Signs & Wonders”

Prayer Requests
The First UMC Prayer Group is a
network of persons who provide regular,
dependable, and confidential prayer
support. Led by Ruthie Smoot, the prayer
group communicates regularly via email.
You may send a prayer request to the
church at any time, and our Prayer Group
will be notified of your request.
Go to: https://santamonicaumc.org/prayer-requests/
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September Ongoing Ministries:
• Men’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Open Space Young Adults Soul Care: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero:
1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings - 6:30 p.m. Meetings via Zoom
2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month - Coffee and Connect: 10 a.m.
Literati Cafe (12081 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90025 ) grab a cup of
coffee or tea and chat/catch up out in the community.
• Prayer Quilt Ministry: Meets the 3rd Thursday of the month
• Sunday School for Kids: Sundays, 10 a.m.
In-Person in the Preschool Playground Sunday School for ages 2 and up.
• UMYF Youth Group: Youth programs resume in the Fall with a Family
Youth Gathering Night on September 11 from 6 - 8 p.m. in the courtyard.
Regular Youth Group meetings begin September 18 in the Youth Lounge
6 - 8 p.m.
For more information on all of these programs, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org/small-groups

Blood Pressure
Screenings
Health Ministry Council hosts Blood
Pressure screenings every third Sunday
of the month (subject to change.) We
are grateful to this ministry for their
continued care of the congregation!
Sunday, September 18, after worship,
in the Fireside Room

After Worship Social Time
Join others in the courtyard after worship to say
“Hello!” and enjoy the coffee and donuts table. For
the safety and the well-being of all, each donut is
individually wrapped, and a single-file line is formed
for each person to pick up their snack.

Sunday School - Sundays @ 10 a.m.
For families with children, Sunday School is held outside on the
Preschool playground. We are so
grateful to our Sunday School teachers
(Dot Plukas and Sandra Jones) for their
ongoing care and commitment to our
children and families.
Sundays, 10 a.m. meet in Simkins Hall

The Chancel Choir
Every Sunday during worship, the Chancel Choir
graces us with beautiful music. They’re back
in rehearsals on Thursday nights, beginning
September 8, from 7:40 - 8:30 p.m. If you have a
“song in your heart,” enjoy the fellowship of other
musicians, and want to share your love of Christ
through music, join the choir! Email Music Director Dr. Jim Smith:
djes@roadrunner.com to inquire.

Homecoming
Sunday
Join us for worship and celebration on
Homecoming Sunday! After worship
we’ll meet and greet with new and old
friends over lunch. Whether you join
us in-person or online, don’t miss the
opportunity to gather in community
and dream about the work we will do together in the year ahead!
Sunday, September 11, during online and in-person worship, and
after worship in the Courtyard

September Online Mid-Week Recital
After a summer break, we are excited to announce the First UMC Music
Ministry, led by Dr. Jim Smith, will present the 2022-23 Fall Recital Series.
The September Recital features Mak Grgic,
guitar. Touted as a “gifted young guitarist”
by the New York Times, and “a guitarist to
keep an eye on” by the Washington Post,
Grammy® nominated artist Mak Grgi [GERgich] is a star on the worldwide stage. An
expansive and adventurous repertoire attests
to his versatility and wide-ranging interests.
From the ethnic music of his native Balkans to
extreme avant-garde and microtonal music,
his roles as soloist, collaborator, and Grammynominated recording artist are fueled by curiosity, imagination, and
boundless energy. As a testament to his versatility and wide-ranging
appeal, in 2018 Mak was invited by legendary singer-songwriter k.d.
lang to perform as the opening act for the North American leg of her
Ingénue Redux Tour. Read Full Bio: www.santamonicaumc.org/midweek-recital-series
How to watch:
• Facebook Live - Search @santamonicaumc
• YouTube Live- Search “Santa Monica UMC”
• Website - www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
• The App - download the app at the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM
September Mid-Week Recital: Wednesday, September 14, 12:10 p.m.
Livestream. Available to watch anytime afterwards on the above platforms.

Westside Food Bank
Westside Food Bank’s healthy, nutritious food
distributions are more relevant and responsive to
community need than ever before. Demand for
food assistance continues at a record high level
due to: Ongoing economic, financial, and social
repercussions of a global pandemic; Increased
food insecurity and financial hardship caused
by inflation and supply chain challenges; Housing costs and living
expenses consuming more and more of paychecks and finances.
Every Sunday, look for the bin located outside the Sanctuary to drop in
canned goods, or donate online: www.wsfb.org/donatenow

Fall Online Bible Study with Rev.
Larry Young
Rev. Larry Young will be leading a new
6-session Zoom class on some of the
miracles of Jesus this fall, beginning on
September 28. The study follows a new
book by Jewish New Testament scholar
Amy-Jill Levine, and will feature video
presentations by her each session. Her
aim is to give us a holistic view of the
miracles and what meaning they may have for us today. Those taking
the class may order the text, Signs and Wonders, from Cokesbury.com in
either print or eBook version.
There will be duplicate class sessions Wednesdays at 7 p.m. and
Thursdays at 2 p.m., running from September 28/29 to November 2/3.
You can attend whichever time is most convenient each week. To sign
up, please email Rev. Larry at lyoung@ljyoung.net.
Signs and Wonders Bible Study via Zoom: Begins Wednesday,
September 28, 7 p.m., and Thursday, September 29, 2 p.m.
(same class) Runs for 6 weeks.

OFF CAMPUS OPPORTUNITY

St. Monica’s Fall Zoom Bereavement
Group
St. Monica sponsors a peer support group that is co-facilitated by at
least two bereavement ministers, who have also lost loved ones, and
have received training to effectively and sensitively facilitate the group.
The group experience is a 10-week process, and is offered three times a
year seasonally. Group participants are asked to commit to attending
all sessions. In the group, members join together to pray, reflect, and
share their experiences. To help guide this process, we use The New Day
Journal by Mauryeen O’Brien as the foundation for their sessions. The
are hosting a Zoom orientation on Thursday, September 8, at 7 p.m. It’s
a chance to meet the facilitators and other prospective group members.
After the Orientation, you can decide whether you’d like to join the
group. The group will then meet weekly through November 17. Register
online: www.stmonica.net/ministries/pastoral-care/bereavement, or
call Christine A. Gerety: 310-566-1531.
Online Orientation: Thursday, September 8, at 7 p.m.

LOOKING FORWARD
Saturday, October 1, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Blessing of the Animals, in the Courtyard
Sunday, October 2: 11 a.m.
Youth Service Project Report-back and Lunch, in Simkins Hall
Sunday, October 16:
Westside Food Bank’s 5k Hunger Walk
Registration at 12 noon, Walk begins at 2 p.m.
Santa Monica Ocean View Park
2701 Barnard Way, Santa Monica, 90405
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Community Photos

Community News
Thank You from the Guerreros
We felt so much love from our church
family on Sunday, August 7! Baby Ruby
was celebrated and showered with
blessings. Adam and I feel gratitude
beyond words for this community and
the wonderful team who put the party
together. In gratitude, Tricia & Adam

Thank You to Jim Smith
“Thank you to Dr. Jim Smith and his associates for 60 years of music in
our church that have made my choir experience so wonderful.”
With love, from Christine Stumpf.

Births
• Samuel Albrecht Wagner, born on August 2, to parents Lacey and
Elias Wagner, and great-grandparents, First UMC members Bill and
Joan Humphries.

Back to School Blessings for Our New and
Returning College Students
George Adamson
Brooklyn Bisson
Madelyn Bisson
John Buxton
Emma Crawford
Annika Dodd
Christian Dodd
Cormac Flanders
Bess Frierson
Willa Frierson
Kim Hansen
Maddy Ing
Jamie Jones

Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these
departed loved ones:
• to First UMC member Fran Blemker, on the death of her son, Doug
Blemker, who died on August 15.
• to First UMC member Joy Peterman, who died on August 27.

Congratulations!
• to Team Santa Monica - Water Polo: First UMC members Phil and
Claudia Flanders celebrate their son, Matthew Flanders, as he
coached the water polo club team Team Santa Monica to gold medal
victory at the 2022 USA Water Polo Junior Olympics! Grandsons
Cormac and Darragh Flanders were also on the team.
• to First UMC Youth Gavin Kirtley, member of the Top Level LA
Baseball Academy on the Westside, who along with his team won the
2022 Easton 14U USSSA Elite Florida World Series Champions and
are #1 ranked 14U team in California.
• to Preschool staff and First UMC member Johanna Holman for her
promotion as Preschool Site Supervisor.

Rev. Farris’ article for the Santa Monica Star
Keep an eye out for the September edition of the local Santa Monica
Star, as Rev. Patricia Farris serves as guest writer for their monthly
Clergy Corner feature.

First UMC hosts High Holy Days
First UMC is excited to host High Holy Days in person for the Santa
Monica Synagogue: Rosh Hashanah (September 25/26) and Yom
Kippur (October 4/5). We welcome new Rabbi Shira Freidlin.

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which
is available for people to leave a message requesting care. If you have
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate,
Anne Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call (310)3938258 ext. 103.

Jack Kelley
Ethan Kelley
Aidan Kenefick
Connor Kenefick
Emily Plukas
Alejandro Quintana
Natalia Quintana
Leo Rapoport
Chloe Rebibo
Kylie Rold
Mia Staraci
Gwen Warren
Cassy Williams
Haylie Wollitz

Fun at Summerfest!

God of fresh starts and new beginnings, there are
endless possibilities of what this new year might bring—
of what we might learn, who we might meet, and who
we might become.
Thank you for our teachers and leaders, and for all they
do to help us learn and grow. God, our friend who’s full
of wonder, fill their hearts and bless their hands. Amen.
(Adapted from Illustrated Ministry Back to School Prayer)

Giving Matters

There are many ways to contribute to the mission
and ministry of First UMC. You may give online
via the QR code on the right (take a photo of the
code with your phone camera), via mail, or onsite
through the church office mail slot. To learn
more about ways to give, including the annual
Stewardship campaign, Planned Giving, Tree of
Life, support for the Music Program, and the flower fund,
visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/give

Request a Prayer Quilt
Led by Sue Payne and Maile Marquand, the Prayer Quilt Ministry
continues to offer Prayer Quilts to those in need. To request a quilt:
1. Talk to the intended recipient. Ask if the person is willing to be
prayed for and to receive a quilt. Ask what specific prayers are
wished for. There is no charge for the quilt – it is a gift of love.
2. Contact Maile Marquand (mailemarquand@gmail.com) or
Sue Payne (sue.f.payne@gmail.com).
3. Select the quilt if some are already made, or suggest colors if one is
to be selected for you. Once the quilt selection has been made, First
UMC will display the quilt in the Friday Community Email, and also
during Sunday 10 a.m. worship, where you may tie a prayer knot during
in-person worship, or view the quilt on the Livestream.

Vacation Bible Camp had over 60 kids, youth and adult volunteers,
and explored the teaching of Jesus in Matthew 6:11; “Give us this day
our daily bread.” We give thanks for the great week and all of the
amazing families and volunteers that made VBC possible.

Preschool
Corner

Preschool staff Johanna Holman - Site Supervisor, Dee Menzies Preschool Director, and Dane Rold, Assistant Director, are ready for
the first day of school!

Back to School Blessings for students
and teachers.

NAEYC Accreditation
The National Association for the Education of Young Children
(NAEYC) has awarded First UMC Preschool a new five-year term of
accreditation. Ranking among the top-rated preschools of the nation,
our First UMC Preschool classes rated scores
ranging from 97% to 99% in all class ratings and
observations. This is an amazing feat that would
not have been possible without the support of our
entire Preschool community–teachers, church staff,
parents, children, and our custodial crew. Thank
you, teachers, for the outstanding environment and
program you provide for our precious children everyday!
This NAEYC honor and recognition highlights the core values of our
Preschool. Congratulations to all!! We applaud and appreciate your
dedicated efforts and are blessed to work with an award-winning,
loving community.
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questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate,
Anne Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call (310)3938258 ext. 103.

Jack Kelley
Ethan Kelley
Aidan Kenefick
Connor Kenefick
Emily Plukas
Alejandro Quintana
Natalia Quintana
Leo Rapoport
Chloe Rebibo
Kylie Rold
Mia Staraci
Gwen Warren
Cassy Williams
Haylie Wollitz

Fun at Summerfest!

God of fresh starts and new beginnings, there are
endless possibilities of what this new year might bring—
of what we might learn, who we might meet, and who
we might become.
Thank you for our teachers and leaders, and for all they
do to help us learn and grow. God, our friend who’s full
of wonder, fill their hearts and bless their hands. Amen.
(Adapted from Illustrated Ministry Back to School Prayer)

Giving Matters

There are many ways to contribute to the mission
and ministry of First UMC. You may give online
via the QR code on the right (take a photo of the
code with your phone camera), via mail, or onsite
through the church office mail slot. To learn
more about ways to give, including the annual
Stewardship campaign, Planned Giving, Tree of
Life, support for the Music Program, and the flower fund,
visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/give

Request a Prayer Quilt
Led by Sue Payne and Maile Marquand, the Prayer Quilt Ministry
continues to offer Prayer Quilts to those in need. To request a quilt:
1. Talk to the intended recipient. Ask if the person is willing to be
prayed for and to receive a quilt. Ask what specific prayers are
wished for. There is no charge for the quilt – it is a gift of love.
2. Contact Maile Marquand (mailemarquand@gmail.com) or
Sue Payne (sue.f.payne@gmail.com).
3. Select the quilt if some are already made, or suggest colors if one is
to be selected for you. Once the quilt selection has been made, First
UMC will display the quilt in the Friday Community Email, and also
during Sunday 10 a.m. worship, where you may tie a prayer knot during
in-person worship, or view the quilt on the Livestream.

Vacation Bible Camp had over 60 kids, youth and adult volunteers,
and explored the teaching of Jesus in Matthew 6:11; “Give us this day
our daily bread.” We give thanks for the great week and all of the
amazing families and volunteers that made VBC possible.

Preschool
Corner

Preschool staff Johanna Holman - Site Supervisor, Dee Menzies Preschool Director, and Dane Rold, Assistant Director, are ready for
the first day of school!

Back to School Blessings for students
and teachers.

NAEYC Accreditation
The National Association for the Education of Young Children
(NAEYC) has awarded First UMC Preschool a new five-year term of
accreditation. Ranking among the top-rated preschools of the nation,
our First UMC Preschool classes rated scores
ranging from 97% to 99% in all class ratings and
observations. This is an amazing feat that would
not have been possible without the support of our
entire Preschool community–teachers, church staff,
parents, children, and our custodial crew. Thank
you, teachers, for the outstanding environment and
program you provide for our precious children everyday!
This NAEYC honor and recognition highlights the core values of our
Preschool. Congratulations to all!! We applaud and appreciate your
dedicated efforts and are blessed to work with an award-winning,
loving community.
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Come Home! September Sermon Series
Sunday, September 4
Come Home to God
- Holy Communion

Sunday, September 11
Come Home to Church
- Celebrating New Members
- Homecoming Celebration
after worship in the courtyard
(see page 3 for details)

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH of SANTA MONICA

SENTINEL
vol.cxlvii, no. 8 • September 2022

Horizons
Come Home!
It’s time to revive an old First UMC tradition and look forward to
Homecoming Sunday, September 11th this year.

missed! Reach out to someone you’ve missed seeing, sitting near, or
sharing a cup of coffee with (to say nothing of a donut!).

Homecoming will look different now as we live into being a Both/And
congregation. Each week, many of us worship online, for all kinds of
reasons—health, distance, work and family schedules, preference. We
celebrate our online congregation. And if you’ve gotten to know First
UMC online, consider in-person worship. Together we look forward
to joining in prayer, worship, fellowship and service as the Fall begins.

Plan now to worship together on September 11th. We will celebrate and
greet our New Members. Our Choir will have resumed rehearsals after
their summer break. Youth group will enjoy a Family Dinner on the 11th
and resume meetings on the 18th. Sunday School and other activities
continue. Rev. Larry Young is offering a new Bible Study beginning at
the end of the month.

If you’ve simply gotten out of the habit of making your way to church,
it’s time to re-consider. A couple of folks showed up recently and
announced: “We decided that it’s time to be back!” We continue safe
practices—ventilation in the sanctuary, Coffee Hour in the Courtyard,
and recommending masks indoors. Everyone is being very respectful
of one another’s comfort level and health. Whoever you are, you are

Plan to Come Home this month. Come Home to God. Come Home to
church. Come home to the earth. Come Home to mission as we serve
together for the transformation of the world.
I look forward to serving, praying, fellowshipping, and worshiping with
ALL of you!
Rev. Patricia Farris, Senior Minister

For the month of September, Rev.
Patricia Farris’ sermon series will be
entitled Come Home! Based on this
theme, we will reflect on John August
Swanson’s depiction of The Fisherman.

Sunday, September 18
Come Home to Earth
1. The Fishermen
© 1969 by John August Swanson
Sgraffito, 9”x 16”

Sunday, September 25
Come Home to Change
the World
- Moments for Mission with Todd
Erlandson: Good Samaritan
Medical and Dental Ministry

3. The Great Catch
© 1993 by John August Swanson
Serigraph, 22”x 32”

2. The Fishermen
© 1973 by John August Swanson
Serigraph, 16” x 26 1/2”

4. The Fishermen
© 2012 by John August Swanson
Giclee edition, 27”x 15”

John says of this imagery of Peter and
his friends fishing: “Over my life as
an artist, I have created variations
of this story. It helps me to accept
our struggles, and to appreciate
the casting of my own “net” into
the waves, as well as my surprise
in experiencing the fruit and the
abundance of gifts that are there.
We are reminded of the inexhaustible
resources within each of us.” Each
Sunday we will highlight one of the
four images in chronological order on
the Order of Worship.

