
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
OF SANTA MONICA

1008 Eleventh St.
Santa Monica, CA 90403

email: info@santamonicaumcorg
310.393.8258

www.santamonicaumc.org
@santamonicaumc

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH of SANTA MONICA

  vol.cxlvii, no. 10  •  October 2022

FIRST UMC OFFICE  HOURS
Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., and by appointment
Pastoral care by appointment only: 310-393-8258, enter ext. 1

SENTINEL
Horizons
The month of October kicks off with our annual Blessing of the 
Animals.  We celebrate this day on or near the Feast Day of 
St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of animals and environment, 
sometimes called “the original Earth Day advocate.”  Born in Italy 
around 1181-1182, Francis’ devotion to God was expressed through 
his love for all of God’s creation.  He cared for the poor and sick, he 
preached sermons to animals, and praised all creatures as brothers 
and sisters under God.

What fun we have out in the Courtyard as people come with their 
beloved pets to receive a blessing.  Some bring photos to post on the 
Memorial Board.  And everyone is invited to bring donations of pet 
food for our local pet shelters.

For the past couple of years, COVID restrictions pushed us out of 
the Courtyard onto the sidewalk in front of the church.  On Saturday 
mornings, many of our neighbors are out walking their dogs.  I love 
to introduce myself, meet them and their dog, and ask if they’d like a 
blessing.  What a joy to see their eyes light up.  A blessing.  A gift.  
Free of charge.  God’s love freely given, freely shared.  

Church outside the walls!  Let’s give thanks, share smiles all around, 
and show God’s love to folks all ‘round.

Rev. Patricia Farris, Senior Minister

16th Annual Blessing of the Animals
We are excited to celebrate the 16th year of Blessing of the Animals, 
in-person and online!  This year we will bring back our traditional brief 
worship before blessings in the Courtyard.  You may also Drive Thru 
for car blessings in the loading zone area in front of the Sanctuary, and 
also Walk-Up for blessings in the First UMC Courtyard.  We’ll collect 
pet supplies for a local pet shelter, have a Memorial table, and arts and 
crafts for the kids.  Bring your pets and stuffed lovies for this beloved 
annual tradition! 
*Online viewers may Zoom in to watch the Blessings in the Courtyard, 
and receive a blessing for your pet at home.  For Zoom link - go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/blessings-animals

Saturday, October 1, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m., in the First UMC Courtyard

Scenes from past Blessing of the 
Animals.  More on back page.

Walk Up, Drive Thru and Online Blessings over the years!



Worship Online 
We offer several options for participating in online worship.  You may 
join in the service Livestream in real time or later at your convenience 
on these platforms:
Sundays 10 a.m. Worship Online LIVESTREAM on: 
    • Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc/live 
    • Website: www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
    • YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC  
    • The First UMC App: (download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM) 

October Ongoing Ministries:
• Men’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Open Space Young Adults Soul Care: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
October Meetings: Oct 12  in-person meet-up, Oct 26 via Zoom 
• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero: 
1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings - 6:30 p.m. Meetings via Zoom 
2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month - Coffee and Connect: 10 a.m. 
Literati Cafe (12081 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90025 )  grab a cup of 
coffee or tea  and chat/catch up out in the community. 
• Prayer Quilt Ministry:  Meets the 3rd Thursday of the month
• Sunday School for Kids: Sundays, 10 a.m.
In-Person in the Preschool Playground Sunday School for ages 2 and up.
• UMYF Youth Group:   Youth Group meets Sundays, 6 - 8 p.m. in the 
Youth Lounge
For more information on all of these programs, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org/small-groups
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Worship in the Sanctuary 
We worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. in-person in the Sanctuary each 
week. UPDATE: Masks are optional, but always acceptable and 
welcome.  Everyone is strongly encouraged to get your vaccinations 
and booster shots.  If you feel ill, please choose to worship from home 
online.  Let us know if you need assistance in joining online. 

WORSHIP
10 a.m. In-Person & Online

Sunday School - Sundays @ 10 a.m.
For families with children, Sunday 
School is held outside on the Preschool 
playground.  We are so grateful to our 
Sunday School teachers (Dot Plukas and 
Sandra Jones) for their ongoing care and 
commitment to our children and families. 
Sundays, 10 a.m. meet in Simkins Hall

Blood Pressure 
Screenings
Health Ministry Council hosts 
Blood Pressure screenings every 
third Sunday of the month (subject 
to change.)  We are grateful to this 
ministry for their continued care of 
the congregation! 
Sunday, October 16, after 
worship, in the Fireside Room

October at a Glance
Sat  Oct 1 Blessing of the Animals
Sun  Oct 2  Holy Communion • Moments for Mission: Martha  
  Ross/Westside Food Bank
  Youth Service Project Report Back and Lunch  
Fri Oct 7 Helen Hewitt Memorial, 1 p.m. Sanctuary
Sat  Oct 8 Dennis Payne Memorial, 2 p.m. Sanctuary
Sun  Oct 9  Worship
Wed  Oct 12  October Mid-Week Recital 
Sat  Oct 15 Leslie Talt Memorial, 1 p.m. Sanctuary
Sun  Oct 16 Worship
  Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk   
  Free Blood Pressure Screenings
Sat  Oct 22 Joy Peterman Memorial, 2 p.m. Sanctuary
Sun  Oct 23 Worship • Celebration of 4th Grade Bibles
Sat  Oct 29 Preschool Fall Festival
Sun  Oct 30 All Saints Sunday / White Ribbon Memorial

After Worship Social Time
Join others in the courtyard after 
worship to say “Hello!” and enjoy the 
coffee and donuts table.  For the safety 
and the well-being of all, each donut is 
individually wrapped, and a single-file 
line is formed for each person to pick 
up their snack.
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Online Bible Study with 
Rev. Larry Young
Pastor Larry leads a Fall Zoom class on 
some of the miracles of Jesus that runs 
through October.  The study follows 
a new book by Jewish New Testament 
scholar Amy-Jill Levine, and will feature 
video presentations by her each session.  
Her aim is to give us a holistic view of 
the miracles and what meaning they 
may have for us today.  Those taking 
the class may order the text, Signs and Wonders, from Cokesbury.com 
in either print or eBook version. You may join in anytime!  To sign up, 
please email Rev. Larry at lyoung@ljyoung.net.

Signs and Wonders Bible Study via Zoom. Wednesdays: 
Oct 5/12/19/26 at 7 p.m., and Thursdays Oct 6/13/20/27 at 2 p.m. 
(same class)  Last classes: Nov 9/10

October Online Mid-Week Recital
The Fall 2022 Mid-Week Recitals 
continue with Trio Accento: 
Nora Chiang Wrobel, piano; Limor 
Toren-Immerman, violin; Garik 
Terzian, cello.  Trio Accento is Silver 
Medalist of the Global Music Award 
for Outstanding Achievement.  Since 
their founding in 1999, they have been 
exuberantly welcomed by audiences and presenters alike.  The Art Music 
Lounge writes: “Trio Accento plays with vigor and commitment... catches 
the ear and makes you pay attention.”  Fanfare Magazine describes their 
playing as “vibrant...., eloquent and ruminative.”
www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recitals

How to watch:    
• Facebook Live - Search @santamonicaumc
• YouTube Live- Search “Santa Monica UMC”  
• Website - www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
• The App - download the app at the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM

October Mid-Week Recital: Wednesday, October 12, 12:10 p.m. 
Livestream. Available to watch anytime afterwards on the above platforms.

LOOKING FORWARD - Sunday, November 13: Church Charge Conference
In-Person and via Zoom, after worship. This year’s theme is “Ending Spiritual and Physical Hunger.”

Flowers:  We accept donations to the Flower Fund to remember or 
honor a loved one for Sunday Worship service.  To donate to the flower 
fund, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.

We have so much for which to be grateful!  This year we’ll 
stretch that gratitude across the months of both October 
and November.  October’s theme is “The Gifts of God 
for the People of God.”  A phrase from the Communion 
liturgy, these words invite us to call to mind the wide 
range of God’s gifts to us–in the sacraments, Scripture, 
prayer, fellowship, our ancestors in the faith, and Christ’s 
invitation to a life of service.  Let’s join together each week 
to give thanks for “The Gifts of God for the People of 
God.”  - Rev. Farris

September Blood Pressures: Janet Searfoss, 
Gil Maturell, and new member  Debbie 
Norman, who recently joined the Health 
Ministry Council.

YSP Report-Back and Lunch
The Youth Service Project team is excited to share experiences from their 
summer service trip with the church community!  The team spent a week 
helping residents in New Orleans working with Epworth Recovery Project.
You’re invited in-person or via Zoom on Sunday, October 2, after worship 
to see their presentation. Lunch will be provided in Simkins Hall.
For Zoom link: www.santamonicaumc.org/ysp

Sunday, October 2, after worship (11 a.m.) in Simkins Hall

Westside Food Bank’s 32nd Annual 
5k Hunger Walk
First UMC is proud to support the 
Westside Food Bank’s 32nd Annual 
Hunger Walk!  Join team captains Russ 
Whittenburg and Martha Ross, and 
let’s continue to work together to end 
hunger in our communities by providing 
access to free nutritious food to all who 
need it. Every $1 donated will provide 
four meals to families in need of food. 

After being virtual for the last two years, the Hunger Walk is scheduled 
to return to Santa Monica’s Ocean View Park (2701 Barnard Way) 
along the Ocean Front Walk.  Events begin at 12 noon, with the walk at 
2 p.m. 

A virtual version of the Walk will also run from Oct 8 – Oct 16.  Those 
participating virtually will have multiple days to finish the 5K and wrap 
up on the same day as the in-person event.  Virtual walkers can still 
make a team and fundraise — they’ll just be doing it on their own time in 
their own neighborhood!
Sign up for the First UMC Team!: www.santamonicaumc.org/hunger-
walk/

Westside Food Bank’s 32nd Annual 5k Hunger Walk: 
Sunday, October 16, runs from 12 noon – 3:30 p.m. after party

Celebration of 4th Grade Bibles 
Fourth grade Bibles will be blessed on Sunday, October 23, to any fourth 
grader who would like to receive one. Receiving a Bible is a special 
and important step in the faith journey of our children. We rejoice as a 
community and with our families as our children grow in their love for 
God and one another.  Contact Tricia: t.guerrero@santamonicaumc. 
org, if your fourth grader would like to receive a Bible.

Sunday, October 23, 10 a.m. In-Person and Online Worship

All Saints Sunday/White Ribbon 
Memorial
Each year in our All Saints Sunday 
worship, we lift up the names of the
beloved members of our congregation 
who have died in the past year and gone 
home to be with the Lord.  We will also 
offer the White Ribbon Memorial, with 
opportunities to request a ribbon online, 
(email: s.rold@santamonicaumc.org, 
and also sign a ribbon before and after 
in-person worship beginning on Sunday, October 16.

Sunday, October 30, 10 a.m. during worship
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Community Photos
Thank You for School Supply Donations!
Thank you to all who supported the August School Supply Fundraiser.  
We raised over $1,700 to purchase supplies and donate funds to 
Upward Bound House, Sherman Indian High School, and The People 
Concern in Santa Monica. 

Births
• Riley Jane Janssen, born to First UMC member Eliana Naboolio and 
Matt Janssen on September 19, 2022.

Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:

• First UMC member Kay McNairy died August 31.  A memorial service 
will be held November 5 in Sonoma.
• First UMC member Dennis Charles Payne died September 12.  
• First UMC Pastoral Associate Tricia Guerrero’s grandmother, Nona 
Jewel Lindley Glasson, who died September 16.
• First UMC member Shalimar Carducci’s grandmother, Leonor 
Cantada Javier, who died September 18.
• First UMC member Helen Todd Hewitt, who died September 20.

Memorials
• A memorial service for Helen Hewitt will be held October 7, at 1 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary.
• A memorial service for Dennis Payne will be held October 8, at 2 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary.
• A memorial service for Leslie Talt will be held October 15, at 1 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary.
• A memorial service for Joy Peterman will be held October 22, at  
2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. (The family invites all to wear blue.)

All services listed above will be Livestreamed, check the Friday email for links, 
or call the church office.

Congratulations and Thank You!
Congratulations to Alicia, our custodian, 
for retiring from her position with the church 
after nearly 15 years of helping the church and 
preschool shine!  She will be missed!  She looks 
forward to spending more time with her family.  
Godspeed.

Welcome to the Choir!
We are pleased to introduce new new Choir 
2nd Tenor Section Leader Yu Hang Tan, who 
is a DMA candidate at USC in choral 
conducting.  Welcome Yu Hang!

Community News
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Preschool 
Corner

Preschool Fall Festival 
The Preschool Fall Festival is back!  The 
Preschool kicks off their new school 
year, and begins the celebration of their 
75th Anniversary.  The Fall Festival is 
a wonderful event to gather together 
and have lots of harvest fun, including 
bounce house, pumpkin painting, and 
more.  All are welcome!

Saturday, October 29, 11 a.m.- 1 p.m. 
in the Courtyard

Fundraiser for the Good Samaritan 
Medical and Dental Ministry
First UMC members Todd and Leigh Erlandson have been long-time 
supporters of the Good Samaritan Medical and Dental Ministry, 
located in the Cao Bang Province in North Vietnam.  Todd and Leigh’s 
architecture office, March Studio, has worked in various capacities with 
the GSMDM organization to get medical projects started in Vietnam 
over the past 15 years.  In 2019 they traveled to Vietnam with Dr. Vien 
Doan, founder of the Ministry, to plan the construction of a state of 
the art Family Health Center.  The goal of the center is to provide local 
primary care services and reduce stress on regional hospitals. 

Planning initially began in 2018 and after a shut down due to Covid-19, 
Todd is pleased to report that they will finally “complete the Cao Bang 
Family Medical Center in Vietnam this year!   I plan to travel to Cao 
Bang for 2 weeks in October with Marisol from my office to oversee 
final interior and exterior finishes, as well as the landscaping and 
garden, and participate in an opening ceremony.  We are really looking 
forward to it!”

To support the clinic, go to our Give page: www.santamonicaumc.org/
give, then select “Vietnam Medical Clinic” in the dropdown menu.

Todd Erlandson during Mission and Common Life on September 25, and
after worship in the Courtyard with Leigh Erlandson and Marisol Chinchilla of 
March Studio.

Medicare Enrollment
Open enrollment for Medicare 2023 is from October 15 - December 7.  
If you’re 65 or older, this is when you can start thinking about signing 
up for Medicare or reevaluate your coverage and make changes if 
necessary.  To help with that decision making, the following link will walk 
you through the process:  www.aarp.org/health/medicare-insurance/
enrollment-guide

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter 
extension 1), which is available for people to leave 
a message requesting care.  If you have questions, 
need assistance, or would like to volunteer to 
help with our homebound folks, please contact 
Congregation Care Associate: Anne Premer: 
a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call 
(310)393-8258 ext. 103.   

Visit the website for Community Care - a list of local resources 
including info for senior assistance, Medicare, American Red Cross, 
MODE (on-demand transportation for seniors and individuals with 
disabilities) bereavement resources, and more! 
Visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/care

Preschool Back to School Night, with teachers and administration, and parents.

On September 11, we celebrated 
Homecoming during and 
after worship

After a brief summer break, the 
Mid-Week Recitals are back for the Fall. 
The September Recital featured Mak 
Grgić. To view, visit the website:
www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-
week-recital-series

Youth Counselors and adult volunteers who 
lead the amazing youth ministry, met in 
September to do some Fall planning (and 
got distracted by baby Ruby!)

Every year First UMC mandates that each employee on the First UMC 
campus take part in a Safe Sanctuaries® class. This includes all Preschool 
staff and church office staff, Youth leaders, Vacation Bible School 
volunteers, and Sunday School teachers. This year the class was held 
in Simkins Hall, led by Pastoral Associate for Family Ministries Tricia 
Guerrero, and Preschool Site Supervisor Johanna Holman.

The Preschool is back to school 
with a great start!
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Saturday, October 29, 11 a.m.- 1 p.m. 
in the Courtyard

Fundraiser for the Good Samaritan 
Medical and Dental Ministry
First UMC members Todd and Leigh Erlandson have been long-time 
supporters of the Good Samaritan Medical and Dental Ministry, 
located in the Cao Bang Province in North Vietnam.  Todd and Leigh’s 
architecture office, March Studio, has worked in various capacities with 
the GSMDM organization to get medical projects started in Vietnam 
over the past 15 years.  In 2019 they traveled to Vietnam with Dr. Vien 
Doan, founder of the Ministry, to plan the construction of a state of 
the art Family Health Center.  The goal of the center is to provide local 
primary care services and reduce stress on regional hospitals. 

Planning initially began in 2018 and after a shut down due to Covid-19, 
Todd is pleased to report that they will finally “complete the Cao Bang 
Family Medical Center in Vietnam this year!   I plan to travel to Cao 
Bang for 2 weeks in October with Marisol from my office to oversee 
final interior and exterior finishes, as well as the landscaping and 
garden, and participate in an opening ceremony.  We are really looking 
forward to it!”

To support the clinic, go to our Give page: www.santamonicaumc.org/
give, then select “Vietnam Medical Clinic” in the dropdown menu.

Todd Erlandson during Mission and Common Life on September 25, and
after worship in the Courtyard with Leigh Erlandson and Marisol Chinchilla of 
March Studio.

Medicare Enrollment
Open enrollment for Medicare 2023 is from October 15 - December 7.  
If you’re 65 or older, this is when you can start thinking about signing 
up for Medicare or reevaluate your coverage and make changes if 
necessary.  To help with that decision making, the following link will walk 
you through the process:  www.aarp.org/health/medicare-insurance/
enrollment-guide

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter 
extension 1), which is available for people to leave 
a message requesting care.  If you have questions, 
need assistance, or would like to volunteer to 
help with our homebound folks, please contact 
Congregation Care Associate: Anne Premer: 
a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call 
(310)393-8258 ext. 103.   

Visit the website for Community Care - a list of local resources 
including info for senior assistance, Medicare, American Red Cross, 
MODE (on-demand transportation for seniors and individuals with 
disabilities) bereavement resources, and more! 
Visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/care

Preschool Back to School Night, with teachers and administration, and parents.

On September 11, we celebrated 
Homecoming during and 
after worship

After a brief summer break, the 
Mid-Week Recitals are back for the Fall. 
The September Recital featured Mak 
Grgić. To view, visit the website:
www.santamonicaumc.org/mid-
week-recital-series

Youth Counselors and adult volunteers who 
lead the amazing youth ministry, met in 
September to do some Fall planning (and 
got distracted by baby Ruby!)

Every year First UMC mandates that each employee on the First UMC 
campus take part in a Safe Sanctuaries® class. This includes all Preschool 
staff and church office staff, Youth leaders, Vacation Bible School 
volunteers, and Sunday School teachers. This year the class was held 
in Simkins Hall, led by Pastoral Associate for Family Ministries Tricia 
Guerrero, and Preschool Site Supervisor Johanna Holman.

The Preschool is back to school 
with a great start!



Request a Prayer Quilt
Led by Sue Payne and Maile Marquand, the Prayer Quilt Ministry 
continues to offer Prayer Quilts to those  in need. To request a quilt: 
1. Talk to the intended recipient.  Ask if the person is willing to be 
prayed for and to receive a quilt.  Ask what specific prayers are 
wished for.  There is no charge for the quilt – it is  a gift of love.
2. Contact Maile Marquand (mailemarquand@gmail.com) or 
Sue Payne (sue.f.payne@gmail.com).
3.  Select the quilt if some are already made, or suggest colors if one is 
to be selected for you.  Once the quilt selection has been made, First 
UMC will display the quilt in the Friday Community Email, and also 
during Sunday 10 a.m. worship, where you may tie a prayer knot during 
in-person worship, or view the quilt on the Livestream.

Giving Matters
There are many ways to contribute to the 
mission and ministry of First UMC. You may 
give online via the QR code on the right (take 
a photo of the code with your phone camera), 
via mail, or onsite through the church office 
mail slot.  To learn more about ways to give, 
including the annual Stewardship campaign, 
Planned Giving, Tree of Life, support for the Music Program, and the 
flower fund, visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/give

New Members
On September 11, 2022, First UMC was pleased to welcome thirteen new members: Guy Cass, Lindsay Crossan, Steven DeHoyos, Spencer 
Dewald, Helen Loughrin, Judy Martin, Gil Maturell, Carlos Mercado, Debbie Norman, Bob Rose, Joyce Rose, Lorraine Rowan, and Susan 
Siphron.  Welcome New Members!

Prayer Requests
The First UMC Prayer Group is a 
network of persons who provide regular, 
dependable, and confidential prayer 
support.  Led by Ruthie Smoot, the prayer 
group communicates regularly via email.  
You may send a prayer request to the 
church at any time, and our Prayer Group 
will be notified of your request. 
Go to: https://santamonicaumc.org/prayer-requests/

Pump Organ Returns to First UMC
In celebration of our upcoming 147th Anniversary, this Fall we welcome 
the return of one of our former organs!  Originally located at the 4th 
Street church, the instrument was moved to this 11th Street location in 
1953 when the Sanctuary was completed, but was not used since the 
Sanctuary was built with a new pipe organ. 

The pump organ was not being used and in need of repair, so the 
church decided to give it away, which led to it being adopted by 
longtime First UMC member Robert Wilson.  He took it home and 
had it refurbished.  The organ found new life when his son, David, took 
lessons from Tom Harmon, the church organist at the time. In 2002 the 
family moved to Rancho Santa Fe, which is where the organ has been 
for the last 20 years… until now!  The gorgeous instrument has made 
its way back to the choir room all these years later, and is ready to shine 
and inspire us with its history and longevity. 

Guy Cass                          Lindsay Crossan                    Steven DeHoyos                  Spencer Dewald                   Helen Loughrin                           Gil Maturell 

Debbie Norman                           Bob Rose, Joyce Rose                               Susan Siphron 

(not pictured:  Judy Martin, Carlos Mercado, 
and Lorraine Rowan) 

• Prayer Quilts Can Be Tied in Worship
If you’re present in the Sanctuary during Worship, you may tie your 
own prayer knots on the quilt for the recipient; if you are unable to 
attend Worship in person, call or email Sarah in the church office 
to request a tie be made on the quilt for you; she will let you know 
the requested prayers: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), or s.rold@
santamonicaumc.org. Online prayers will be collected Tuesday – 
Friday of the following week, and the prayer knots will be tied by the 
church staff.  
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September’s “Come Home” Series
In September, Rev. Patricia Farris’ sermon series focused on the theme 
Come Home, with weekly topics: Come Home to God!  Come Home to 
Church, Come Home to the Earth, Come Home to Transform the World.  

“Here at First UMC, church membership is really about“belonging.” 
Some of us have been at this for years and years.  Others are brand 
new to the journey. Somehow God has called us all together to be the 
Body of Christ in this place, in this time. There is so much we can learn 
from one another—from the wisdom of those whose faith is tried and 
tested, tothe exuberance of those trying it on for the first time. We each 
bring our own experiences of life, and of God. We bring our encounters 
with the Holy and our longing for meaning, purpose and direction. And 
all together God has entrusted us to be a witness to hope and beauty 
and joy in a world that seems sorely lacking in all three. I invite you and 
yourfamily and friends to be part of a journey that will take us deeper 
and closer and wider than we ever could have imagined. A journey of 
faith. An experience of Christian community. A voyage to the heights 
and the depths and the farthest reaches of God’s love. Come Home to 
God! Come Home to Church. Come Home to the Earth. Come home 
to mission and service to transform the world. Come be part of the 
adventure!”

Some scenes from the Come Home to the Earth coffee hour

In third grade, Quinlyn Kirtley wrote a report about 
her childhood hero, Jane Goodall (far left photo).

On September 28, Quinlyn met Jane (with dad 
Jim - far right) at Temescal Park Simon Meadow 
YMCA, along with students from across Los 
Angeles, including groups from Jane’s Roots & 
Shoots youth program. 
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SENTINEL
Horizons
The month of October kicks off with our annual Blessing of the 
Animals.  We celebrate this day on or near the Feast Day of 
St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of animals and environment, 
sometimes called “the original Earth Day advocate.”  Born in Italy 
around 1181-1182, Francis’ devotion to God was expressed through 
his love for all of God’s creation.  He cared for the poor and sick, he 
preached sermons to animals, and praised all creatures as brothers 
and sisters under God.

What fun we have out in the Courtyard as people come with their 
beloved pets to receive a blessing.  Some bring photos to post on the 
Memorial Board.  And everyone is invited to bring donations of pet 
food for our local pet shelters.

For the past couple of years, COVID restrictions pushed us out of 
the Courtyard onto the sidewalk in front of the church.  On Saturday 
mornings, many of our neighbors are out walking their dogs.  I love 
to introduce myself, meet them and their dog, and ask if they’d like a 
blessing.  What a joy to see their eyes light up.  A blessing.  A gift.  
Free of charge.  God’s love freely given, freely shared.  

Church outside the walls!  Let’s give thanks, share smiles all around, 
and show God’s love to folks all ‘round.

Rev. Patricia Farris, Senior Minister

16th Annual Blessing of the Animals
We are excited to celebrate the 16th year of Blessing of the Animals, 
in-person and online!  This year we will bring back our traditional brief 
worship before blessings in the Courtyard.  You may also Drive Thru 
for car blessings in the loading zone area in front of the Sanctuary, and 
also Walk-Up for blessings in the First UMC Courtyard.  We’ll collect 
pet supplies for a local pet shelter, have a Memorial table, and arts and 
crafts for the kids.  Bring your pets and stuffed lovies for this beloved 
annual tradition! 
*Online viewers may Zoom in to watch the Blessings in the Courtyard, 
and receive a blessing for your pet at home.  For Zoom link - go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/blessings-animals

Saturday, October 1, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m., in the First UMC Courtyard

Scenes from past Blessing of the 
Animals.  More on back page.

Walk Up, Drive Thru and Online Blessings over the years!
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