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SENTINEL
Horizons
Jesus said: “I have come that you may have life—and have it more abundantly!”                   
                 — John 10:10

November is the month to give thanks.  God has blessed us at First UMC 
with so very many things for which to be thankful!  Here we Find Life—in 
the depth and peace of worship, in the beauty of music, in prayer with and 
for one another, in the study of God’s Word, in fellowship with old and new 
friends, in care for one another through the ups and downs of life.   

And here we Give Life—through the Westside Food Bank, Alternative 
Christmas, Angel Tree, support of our mission partners: the Wesley 
Foundation at UCLA and the Children Youth and Family Collaborative, 
the Vietnam Medical Clinic, and so much more. 

Finding Life ~ Giving Life is the theme of the month and of this year’s financial Stewardship Campaign.  Your participation in undergirding our 
financial foundations is now more important than ever.  Having lost several long-time members this year, and experiencing reduced revenues from 
outside groups, this is a critical season in which your Finance Committee is asking you to step up in ever more generous ways.

The abundant life we find in Christ Jesus is a miraculous gift of God’s generosity and grace, freely bestowed upon us.  Through the gift of the 
Church, we experience it in a multitude of ways.  And through the outreach and mission of the Church, we rejoice to share it with brothers and 
sisters near and far.  To celebrate and learn more, plan to attend our annual Charge Conference (congregation meeting) after worship on Sunday, 
November 13.  You’ll learn a lot, the food will be delicious, and the fellowship around the tables will be priceless.  And you’ll have the opportunity 
once again to support mission through the Youth Group’s sale of “Sweets for a Cause!”

Yes, there is much for which to give thanks, and much to plan and create together as we live into Year 148 in the faithful, expansive, hope-filled life 
that is First UMC Santa Monica!

Rev. Patricia Farris, Senior Minister

Church Charge Conference: 
In-Person and via Zoom
Join First UMC for the annual Church Charge Conference!  We will engage in a joyful 
and worshipful celebration of this year’s accomplishments, both in person in Simkins 
Hall, and via Zoom so online viewers can be a part of the conference.  This year’s theme 
is “Ending Spiritual and Physical Hunger.”  The agenda includes reports on the ministries 
and missions of First UMC, financial items, membership matters, and election of officers 
and council members for the coming year. West District Superintendent Rev. Mark 
Nakagawa will join us on the big screen via Zoom to participate.  Lunch will be served 
and child care will be provided.

Sunday November 13, 11 a.m. after worship, in Simkins Hall
Zoom link on the website: www.santamonicaumc.org/church-charge-conference

October was Pastor Appreciation Month!  We give thanks to Rev. Patricia 
Farris and Tricia Guerrero for all the ways they lead and guide our church. 



Worship Online 
We offer several options for participating in online worship.  You may 
join in the service Livestream in real time or later at your convenience 
on these platforms:
Sundays 10 a.m. Worship Online LIVESTREAM on: 
    • Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc/live 
    • Website: www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
    • YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC  
    • The First UMC App: (download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM) 

October Ongoing Ministries:
• Men’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Open Space Young Adults Soul Care: November 9 in-person meeting   
• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero: 
In November: 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings - 6:30 p.m. 
Meetings via Zoom 
2nd and *5th Wednesday of the month - Coffee and Connect: 10 a.m. 
Literati Cafe (12081 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90025 ) *The fourth 
Wednesday canceled due to Thanksgiving.

• Prayer Quilt Ministry:  Meets the 3rd Thursday of the month
• Sunday School for Kids: Sundays, 10 a.m.
In-Person in the Preschool Playground Sunday School for ages 2 and up.
• UMYF Youth Group:   Youth Group meets Sundays, 6 - 8 p.m. in the 
Youth Lounge
For more information on all of these programs, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org/small-groups
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Worship in the Sanctuary 
We worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. in-person in the Sanctuary each 
week. Masks are optional, but always acceptable and 
welcome.  Everyone is strongly encouraged to get your vaccinations 
and booster shots.  If you feel ill, please choose to worship from home 
online.  Let us know if you need assistance in joining online. 

WORSHIP
10 a.m. In-Person & 
Online

Sunday School - Sundays @ 10 a.m.
For families with children, Sunday School is held outside on the 
Preschool playground.  We are so grateful to our Sunday School 
teachers (Dot Plukas and Sandra Jones) for their ongoing care and 
commitment to our children and families. 
Sundays, 10 a.m. meet in the Preschool Playground

Open Space 
Open Space is a community for young adults in their 20’s and 30’s 
that journey alongside one another in spiritual discovery, growth, and 
belonging.  They seek to foster an open-minded culture where all are 
invited to spark deep conversation and find spiritual meaning in a safe 
and diverse environment. To learn more about Open Space and to join 
their next meeting (November 9 in-person meeting), follow them @
OpenSpaceSM or email them at openspacesantamonica@gmail.com

November at a Glance
M-Sun Nov 1 - 6 Western Jurisdiction Conference
Sat  Nov 5       Family Ministries Park Meet-up
Sun  Nov 6  Holy Communion • Stewardship  
  Sunday
  Daylight Saving Time ends (Fall Back 1 hour)
  Missions Council Meeting
Wed  Nov 9      November Mid-Week Recital
Sun Nov 13    Church Charge Conference (in-person & via Zoom)
  Youth Fundraiser: Sweets for a Cause
Sun Nov 20   Consecration Sunday
  United Women in Faith presentation 
  Blood Pressure Screenings
Thurs Nov 24    Thanksgiving Day
Sun  Nov 27    First Sunday of Advent
  Advent Devotional begins, booklets available
  Sunday School Faith in Action toy drive for CYFC
  Angel Tree Project begins, runs through December 18

After Worship Social Time
Join others in the courtyard after worship to say “Hello!” and enjoy the 
coffee and donuts table.  For the safety and the well-being of all, each 
donut is individually wrapped, and a single-file line is formed for each 
person to pick up their snack.
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November Online Mid-Week Recital
The Fall 2022 Mid-Week Recitals continue 
with Susan Greenberg, flute and piccolo; 
Michele Zukovsky, clarinet; Pierre Long-
Tao Tang, piano. The program consists of 
selections from Debussy, Shostakovich, Bizet, 
Brahms, and more.
To read artist bios, visit the website: www.
santamonicaumc.org/mid-week-recitals

How to watch:    
• Facebook Live - Search @santamonicaumc
• YouTube Live- Search “Santa Monica UMC”  
• Website - www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
• The App - download the app at the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM

November Mid-Week Recital: Wednesday, November 9, 12:10 p.m. 
Livestream. Available to watch anytime afterwards on the above platforms.

Flowers:  We accept donations to the 
Flower Fund to remember or honor a loved 
one for Sunday Worship service.  
To donate to the flower fund, go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.

Prayer Requests
The First UMC Prayer Group is a network of persons who provide 
regular, dependable, and confidential prayer support.  Led by Ruthie 
Smoot, the prayer group communicates regularly via email.  You may 
send a prayer request to the church at any time, and our Prayer Group 
will be notified of your request. 
Go to: https://santamonicaumc.org/prayer-requests/

Blood Pressure Screenings
Health Ministry Council hosts Blood Pressure screenings every third 
Sunday of the month (subject to change.)  We are grateful to this ministry 
for their continued care of the congregation! 
Sunday, November 20, after worship, in the Fireside Room

United Methodist Youth Fellowship: 
Sweets for a Cause Fundraiser
The First UMC Youth are excited to bring 
back their in-person fundraiser during 
Church Charge Conference! This year, it’s 
called Sweets for a Cause, because they’re 
including home-made cookies, brownies, 
and more! This returning annual event was 
started by the youth in 2009, with a break 
during Covid, and now they celebrate the 
11th year by raising money for an issue they 
care a lot about - world hunger - specifically they are wanting to support 
an organization whose work addresses the complexity of poverty in a 
responsible and caring way.

The Youth Group chose Heifer International, a global nonprofit 
working to eradicate poverty and hunger through sustainable, values-
based holistic community development. They work in 21 countries 
around the world alongside local farmers and business owners, provide 
training so they can improve the quantity and quality of the goods they 
produce, and provide targeted financial support that propels farmers 
toward self-reliance.

All proceeds from the sale will go to the Heifer’s Dream Basket. The 
Dream Basket empowers women by offering them a sustainable future. 
And this hope continues as each family passes on gifts of animals 
and training to another. It is filled with shares of a sheep, heifer, goat, 
rabbits, and a flock of chicks. Women will also learn how to feed and 
care for their livestock.  A Dream Basket gift will:  Improve health by 
feeding hungry families; Provide plenty of milk, wool and eggs to sell for 
income.  A Dream Basket $120/each - The Youth’s Goal - 10 baskets or 
$1,200.  
Donate/buy during the event, or online: www.santamonicaumc.org/
give, click button to Give Online, select Sweets for a Cause in Fund 
Dropdown menu.

Sunday, November 13, 11 a.m. in the Alcove, during  
Charge Conference

Western Jurisdictional Conference
The Western Jurisdictional Conference of the UMC will convene in Salt 
Lake City, November 1-5, to elect three new bishops for our Jurisdiction.  
The Western Jurisdiction spans from the Rockies out into the Pacific 
(Hawaii, Guam, and Saipan), and from Alaska south to the border 
with Mexico.  Three bishops are retiring this year—Bishops Hoshibata, 
Hagiya, and Stanovsky.  New bishops will be elected and assigned, 
including a new bishop for our California-Pacific Conference.  Please 
hold Rev. Patricia Farris and other delegates in prayer, as they discern 
needed leadership for these challenging times.  You may find more info, 
election results, and assignments, at www.westernjurisdictionumc.org.

Family Ministries Park Meet Up
Join us at the park!  Open to all of the church 
community - bring a blanket or chair, check 
out the farmer’s market, or a book at the 
library. Kids can play on the playground and 
park. See you there!

Saturday, November 5, 9 - 11 a.m. 
Virginia Ave Park 

Rev. Larry’s Signs and Wonders
Pastor Larry Young’s Zoom class Signs and Wonders, on some of the 
miracles of Jesus, continues to November 9/10.  The study follows a new 
book by Jewish New Testament scholar Amy-Jill Levine, and features 
video presentations by her each session. To join in the few last sessions, 
contact Rev. Larry: lyoung@ljyoung.net

Consecration Sunday
The 2023 Annual Giving Stewardship 
Campaign invites us each and all to prayerfully 
consider our financial pledge to support the 
mission and ministries of First UMC.  To fill out a 
pledge card online visit www.santamonicaumc.
org/stewardship or fill out a pledge card 
available throughout the church campus and 
bring it in to Thanksgiving / Consecration 
Sunday worship on November 20.

United Women in Faith hosting 
Wesley Foundation speaker
On Sunday, November 20, ALL are invited 
(men and women) to join the first in-person 
gathering of the United Women in Faith 
(formerly United Methodist Women).  After 
worship, pick up a cup of coffee and we will gather at 
11 a.m. in Simkins Hall to hear more about the Wesley Foundation’s work 
at UCLA.  As one of our church’s mission partners, we are excited for 
this opportunity to learn and connect. 

United Women in Faith remains faithful to the mission of serving to 
develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of 
mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.

Sunday, November 20, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall
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Advent Devotional 2022
This year, the Spiritual Formation Council invites you to read your 
Advent Devotional - offered in both printed and online versions, 
starting on the first Sunday of Advent, November 27. The devotional is 
written by First UMC congregants and provides a wonderful
opportunity to share Advent with family and friends. This year’s theme 
is “The Magnitude of God’s Promise.”  We’re excited to also offer 
Audio Devotion files for the Sundays in Advent, and the last week of 
Advent.  Sign up now to receive the daily email devotionals: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/advent. The printed booklet will be 
available at the church office and at the Sunday Welcome Table.

Family Ministry’s Advent Toy Drive
This month, Family Ministries is hosting an 
Advent Toy Drive benefiting the Children, 
Youth & Family Collaborative (CYFC), one 
of two covenant missionaries supported by 
First UMC, and headed by Lydia Templeton. 
Toy donations will be accepted beginning 
on Sunday, November 27 - look for the bin 
in the Sunday School playground to drop 
off your toy donations. Then on December 
11 during Sunday School, children and youth 
are invited to participate in a Faith in Action 
service project to wrap all the toys!

Advent Toy Drive: November 27 thru December 11, drop-off box in 
the Sunday School playground

Orchestra Santa Monica
Orchestra Santa Monica proudly announces the beginning of their 
10-Year Anniversary.  To celebrate the occasion, concert tickets will be 
free to all this season!
Upcoming Orchestra Concert dates:

• Saturday, November 19, 2022 – 7:30 p.m.
John Williams and Pictures at an Exhibition
Barnum Hall, Santa Monica High School
600 Olympic Blvd., Santa Monica
Roger Kalia, conductor

• Saturday, February 11, 2023 – 7:30 p.m.
Derrick Skye & Tchaikovsky
First Presbyterian Church
1220 2nd St., Santa Monica
Roger Kalia, conductor

• Sunday, May 7, 2023 – 7:30 p.m.
Strauss Der Rosenkavalier and Operatic Favorites
Santa Monica College Performing Arts Center
Eli and Edythe Broad Stage
1310 11th St, Santa Monica
Roger Kalia, conductor

For more info and to reserve free tickets, go to: 
www.orchestrasantamonica.org

Recharge! 580 Café Global 
Celebration 
From our friends at the Wesley 
Foundation/580 Cafe:  Don’t miss this 
opportunity to enjoy the international 
flair and flavor of the 580 Café 
community. 

• International tea and coffee tastings
• Sweet treats from around the world
• Silent Auction: Global Gift Baskets
• Music, dancing, and merrymaking
• Learn about the 580 Café and our 
student community
• $15 suggested cover charge

Saturday, November 12, 1 p.m - 3.p.m.  580 Café at St. Alban’s Church, 
580 Hilgard Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90024

Alternative Christmas
Missions Council is excited to present the Alternative Christmas Fair 
in-person and online this year!  Each year, Missions Council prayerfully 
selects local and global mission projects, many of which we’ve learned 
about this year during Mission and Common Life in worship.  You may 
make a donation to any of the projects as a gift to a friend or loved one, 
and send a card announcing your gift.

Sundays: December 4, 11, 18,  11 a.m. in the Courtyard 
(weather permitting)

Advent Brunch 

Save the Date for a special Advent Brunch on December 18 following 
worship of Lessons and Carols, hosted by Fellowship and Events. 
Activities will include seasonal crafts, card making for homebound 
members, caroling, and a special visit from Santa!

Sunday, December 18, after worship

LOOKING FORWARD TO DECEMBER

We honor the First UMC church 
members and congregants who have 
reached the 50-year mark this year:

Joyce Abbott
Karen Allen
Carol Krivulka

Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk - 
Thank You!
We celebrate the great turnout and community presence of First 
UMC during the Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk!   14 First UMC 
members came out and walked to help end hunger in our community, 
while many others walked on their own time, or donated to the team. 
Together we raised just over 3 thousand dollars, and, First UMC won 
the award for Top Fundraising Team!  We thank you all!

Westside Thanksgiving Celebration
Westside Thanksgiving started in 1982 when a small group of 
Christians served a free sit-down Thanksgiving dinner, sharing their 
blessings with the needy.  Over the years it has grown to include people
and organizations from all walks of life. No reservations are necessary.
We welcome everyone to join us as our guests: students, singles, low-
income families, seniors, those who are homeless, and anyone else.
Dinner is served between 11 a.m.- 3 p.m. Thanksgiving Day.
Location: West LA Civic Center, 1645 Corinth Ave., 90025 

For more info, and to volunteer, go to www.westsidethanksgiving.org

SANTA MONICA & LA COMMUNITY NEWSAngel Tree Project
Angel Tree is back and is again being chaired by church 
member, Chris Ruud.  This church/community project 
fills 26 laundry baskets with new household items to 
provide the families of Family Place/Upward Bound 
House with new things for Christmas.  Celebrating her 
19th year coordinating this fundraiser, Chris is excited 
that she will be in the Courtyard after worship for four Sundays to take 
sign-ups. If you worship online, or can’t make it to church, please call or 
email Chris (310 393.3255, chr10is@yahoo.com) and she will tell you 
what is needed and what you can do to help.  The wrapped gifts can be 
dropped off on Sundays, or at the church office Tuesday- Friday. Thank 
you so much for considering to support Angel Tree.

Angel Tree: runs from November 27 to December 18
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 www.orchestrasantamonica.org

Recharge! 580 Café Global 
Celebration 
From our friends at the Wesley 
Foundation/580 Cafe:  Don’t miss this 
opportunity to enjoy the international 
flair and flavor of the 580 Café 
community. 

• International tea and coffee tastings
• Sweet treats from around the world
• Silent Auction: Global Gift Baskets
• Music, dancing, and merrymaking
• Learn about the 580 Café and our 
student community
• $15 suggested cover charge

Saturday, November 12, 1 p.m - 3.p.m.  580 Café at St. Alban’s Church, 
580 Hilgard Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90024

Alternative Christmas
Missions Council is excited to present the Alternative Christmas Fair 
in-person and online this year!  Each year, Missions Council prayerfully 
selects local and global mission projects, many of which we’ve learned 
about this year during Mission and Common Life in worship.  You may 
make a donation to any of the projects as a gift to a friend or loved one, 
and send a card announcing your gift.

Sundays: December 4, 11, 18,  11 a.m. in the Courtyard 
(weather permitting)

Advent Brunch 

Save the Date for a special Advent Brunch on December 18 following 
worship of Lessons and Carols, hosted by Fellowship and Events. 
Activities will include seasonal crafts, card making for homebound 
members, caroling, and a special visit from Santa!

Sunday, December 18, after worship

LOOKING FORWARD TO DECEMBER

We honor the First UMC church 
members and congregants who have 
reached the 50-year mark this year:

Joyce Abbott
Karen Allen
Carol Krivulka

Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk - 
Thank You!
We celebrate the great turnout and community presence of First 
UMC during the Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk!   14 First UMC 
members came out and walked to help end hunger in our community, 
while many others walked on their own time, or donated to the team. 
Together we raised just over 3 thousand dollars, and, First UMC won 
the award for Top Fundraising Team!  We thank you all!

Westside Thanksgiving Celebration
Westside Thanksgiving started in 1982 when a small group of 
Christians served a free sit-down Thanksgiving dinner, sharing their 
blessings with the needy.  Over the years it has grown to include people 
and organizations from all walks of life. No reservations are necessary.  
We welcome everyone to join us as our guests: students, singles, low-
income families, seniors, those who are homeless, and anyone else.  
Dinner is served between 11 a.m.- 3 p.m. Thanksgiving Day.  
Location: West LA Civic Center, 1645 Corinth Ave., 90025 

For more info, and to volunteer, go to www.westsidethanksgiving.org

SANTA MONICA & LA COMMUNITY NEWSAngel Tree Project
Angel Tree is back and is again being chaired by church 
member, Chris Ruud.  This church/community project 
fills 26 laundry baskets with new household items to 
provide the families of Family Place/Upward Bound 
House with new things for Christmas.  Celebrating her 
19th year coordinating this fundraiser, Chris is excited 
that she will be in the Courtyard after worship for four Sundays to take 
sign-ups. If you worship online, or can’t make it to church, please call or 
email Chris (310 393.3255, chr10is@yahoo.com) and she will tell you 
what is needed and what you can do to help.  The wrapped gifts can be 
dropped off on Sundays, or at the church office Tuesday- Friday. Thank 
you so much for considering to support Angel Tree.

Angel Tree: runs from November 27 to December 11
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Community Photos
Congratulations 
• to Jack McHugh and Marissa Morgan, who were married 
October 8, in Colorado and reside there.

Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:

• First UMC member Arthur Fiske Dodd Sr., who died October 19.
• First UMC member George Groundwater Dallas, who died 
October 27. 
• Rev. Keri Olsen Paget and Rev. Josh Paget’s mother, Diane Paget, 
who died October 27.

New Member
On September 11, 2022, First UMC was 
pleased to welcome Judy Martin as a 
New Member. She was not pictured in the 
October Sentinel.  Welcome Judy!

Community News
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Medicare Enrollment
Open enrollment for Medicare 2023 is from October 15 - December 7.  
If you’re 65 or older, this is when you can start thinking about signing 
up for Medicare or reevaluate your coverage and make changes if 
necessary.  To help with that decision making, the following link will walk 
you through the process:  www.aarp.org/health/medicare-insurance/
enrollment-guide

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 

the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which 
is available for people to leave a message requesting care.  If you have 
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our 
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate: Anne 
Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call (310)393-8258 
ext. 103.   Visit the website for Community Care - a list of local 
resources: www.santamonicaumc.org/care

Request a Prayer Quilt
Led by Sue Payne and Maile Marquand, the Prayer Quilt Ministry 
continues to offer Prayer Quilts to those  in need. To request a quilt: 
1. Talk to the intended recipient.  Ask if the person is willing to be 
prayed for and to receive a quilt.  Ask what specific prayers are 
wished for.  There is no charge for the quilt – it is  a gift of love.
2. Contact Maile Marquand (mailemarquand@gmail.com) or 
Sue Payne (sue.f.payne@gmail.com).
3.  Select the quilt if some are already made, or suggest colors if one is 
to be selected for you.  Once the quilt selection has been made, First 
UMC will display the quilt in the Friday Community Email, and also 
during Sunday 10 a.m. worship, where you may tie a prayer knot during 
in-person worship, or view the quilt on the Livestream.

• Prayer Quilts Can Be Tied in Worship
If you’re present in the Sanctuary during Worship, you may tie your 
own prayer knots on the quilt for the recipient; if you are unable to 
attend Worship in person, call or email Sarah in the church office 
to request a tie be made on the quilt for you; she will let you know 
the requested prayers: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), or s.rold@
santamonicaumc.org. Online prayers will be collected Tuesday – 
Friday of the following week, and the prayer knots will be tied by the 
church staff.  

Flu Vaccines & Covid Boosters
It’s likely that flu viruses and the virus that causes COVID-19 will 
continue to circulate together this fall and winter.  The CDC and FDA 
recommend we get our COVID Booster shot and annual Flu vaccine.  
Both are available at local pharmacies, or talk to your doctor.  Covid 
Vaccines at Home are available at: www.VaccinateLACounty.com

Each year in our All Saints Sunday worship, we lift up the names 
of the beloved members of our congregation who have died in the 
past year and gone home to be with the Lord.  We continued that 
tradition in worship on October 30. We give thanks for their life 
and life everlasting and pray God’s comfort and peace for 
their families.

We Remember
William R. Allen, Winfred Leon Battig, Robert Bucklin, 

Jack Lloyd Conner, Heidi Maria Crooks,
George Groundwater Dallas, Donald Clyde Warren Danforth Jr., 

Arthur Fiske Dodd Sr., Doris Fitts, Howard Warren Hackett, 
James Anthony Haljun, Helen Todd Hewitt, Beverly Kay Hiernaux, 

Robert Andrew Moore, Joseph Newton Owens, Donice Betty 
Pancost, Richard Paul Parker, Dennis Charles Payne, 

Grace Joy Peterman, John Alan Porter, David Preston Searfoss, 
June Louise Rayburn Simpson, James Stewart, 

Leslie Anne Talt, Gale Thomas Williams

Update your Emergency Contact Form
Our pastoral care team needs your help in making sure we have the
most recent contact info for you and your family.  If you have new 
information to update, please take a few moments to do so. Visit the 
website, or go to the Welcome Table after worship, and a staff member 
will help you update your information.

The 16th Annual Blessing of the Animals was a 
huge success!  To view more photos, and a video 
from Santa Monica Close-Up photographer Fabian 
Lewkowitz, visit the website:
www.santamonicaumc.org/blessings-animals

The First UMC Youth and counselors send their love 
and best wishes to former counselors Jack McHugh 
and Marissa  Morgan, who recently got married and 
now live in Colorado.

We were blessed with a full house to support our Youth Service Project report back!  Our youth inspired 
us with their hard work, perseverance, maturity, and humor, working together and forging memorable 
bonds with the families whose homes they helped rebuild in the Louisiana heat. If you’d like to see 
highlights from their trip this summer, visit the website: www.santamonicaumc.org/ysp

Our beloved Sunday School teacher, Sandra Jones, participated in AIDS 
Walk Los Angeles alongside her co-workers on Sunday, October 16. She 
is grateful for the families at First UMC Santa Monica who supported her 
with donations and prayers.

We are so excited that Preschool Chapel 
has started up again!  Blessings and 
gratitude to the wonderful Adam and 
Tricia Guerrero for making Chapel fun 
and interactive for our preschoolers.
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FIRST UMC OFFICE  HOURS
Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., and by appointment
Pastoral care by appointment only: 310-393-8258, enter ext. 1

SENTINEL
Horizons
Jesus said: “I have come that you may have life—and have it more abundantly!”                   
                 — John 10:10

November is the month to give thanks.  God has blessed us at First UMC 
with so very many things for which to be thankful!  Here we Find Life—in 
the depth and peace of worship, in the beauty of music, in prayer with and 
for one another, in the study of God’s Word, in fellowship with old and new 
friends, in care for one another through the ups and downs of life.   

And here we Give Life—through the Westside Food Bank, Alternative 
Christmas, Angel Tree, support of our mission partners: the Wesley 
Foundation at UCLA and the Children Youth and Family Collaborative, 
the Vietnam Medical Clinic, and so much more. 

Finding Life ~ Giving Life is the theme of the month and of this year’s financial Stewardship Campaign.  Your participation in undergirding our 
financial foundations is now more important than ever.  Having lost several long-time members this year, and experiencing reduced revenues from 
outside groups, this is a critical season in which your Finance Committee is asking you to step up in ever more generous ways.

The abundant life we find in Christ Jesus is a miraculous gift of God’s generosity and grace, freely bestowed upon us.  Through the gift of the 
Church, we experience it in a multitude of ways.  And through the outreach and mission of the Church, we rejoice to share it with brothers and 
sisters near and far.  To celebrate and learn more, plan to attend our annual Charge Conference (congregation meeting) after worship on Sunday, 
November 13.  You’ll learn a lot, the food will be delicious, and the fellowship around the tables will be priceless.  And you’ll have the opportunity 
once again to support mission through the Youth Group’s sale of “Sweets for a Cause!”

Yes, there is much for which to give thanks, and much to plan and create together as we live into Year 148 in the faithful, expansive, hope-filled life 
that is First UMC Santa Monica!

Rev. Patricia Farris, Senior Minister

Church Charge Conference: 
In-Person and via Zoom
Join First UMC for the annual Church Charge Conference!  We will engage in a joyful 
and worshipful celebration of this year’s accomplishments, both in person in Simkins 
Hall, and via Zoom so online viewers can be a part of the conference.  This year’s theme 
is “Ending Spiritual and Physical Hunger.”  The agenda includes reports on the ministries 
and missions of First UMC, financial items, membership matters, and election of officers 
and council members for the coming year. West District Superintendent Rev. Mark 
Nakagawa will join us on the big screen via Zoom to participate.  Lunch will be served 
and child care will be provided.

Sunday November 13, 11 a.m. after worship, in Simkins Hall
Zoom link on the website: www.santamonicaumc.org/church-charge-conference

October was Pastor Appreciation Month!  We give thanks to Rev. Patricia 
Farris and Tricia Guerrero for all the ways they lead and guide our church. 
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