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Charge Conference Sunday  •  November 13, 2022
 W E  G A T H E R

W O R S H I P
WELCOME     Tricia Guerrero 
PRELUDE       Ty Woodward, organ
  Ma Tovu  “How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob” (Michael McClish)

A prayer in Judaism, expressing reverence and awe for synagogues and 
other places of worship.

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN    
  #698 United Methodist Hymnal – God of the Ages (verses 1, 3, 4)

God of the ages, whose almighty hand leads forth in beauty all the 
starry band of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, our grateful songs before thy 
throne arise. From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, be thy strong arm our ever sure 
defense; thy true religion in our hearts increase; thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 
Refresh thy people on their toil-some way; lead us from night to never-ending day; fill all our 
lives with love and grace divine, and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine.

*CALL TO WORSHIP         Molly Smith, Lay Leadership Team
Almighty God, you have raised up servants to proclaim the gift of redemption and a life 
of holiness.
For all our spiritual forebears, Susanna, John, and Charles Wesley and all who joined the 
early Methodist movement, inspired by your Spirit, we give thanks.
In their lives and their service, through their difficulties, and in spite of their weaknesses, you 
were their hope and their salvation.
You led them and their followers to create the heritage that is ours.
We praise you for the women and men, young and old, who followed them, who gave 
themselves unselfishly for the welfare of the Church, whose commitment and vision encouraged 
and supported the Church. Their talents, enthusiasm, idealism, and dedication infused the 
Church with energy.
Their outstanding gifts and witness shaped our thought and life.
We give you thanks for the ongoing faithful witness of the First United Methodist Church of 
Santa Monica.
With your church in every place, give us a new vision, new love, new wisdom and fresh 
understanding, that we may serve you more fully; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
 “O come let us sing unto the Lord, make a joyful noise to the rock of our Salvation!”
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    God is real. God is love.               Together we can change the world.

*Asterisks indicate standing if you are able. 
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—Welcome New Visitors! We’re happy you’re here. You 
may fill out a New Visitor Sign-In form outside the sanctuary, 
go online: www.santamonicaumc.org/im-new, or scan this QR 
code for the online form.
—Flowers: “In honor of Veterans Day and in memory of Dave and 
Margie Roper.”
To order flowers to remember or honor a loved one for Sunday Worship 
service, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.
—Give: There are many ways to give!  Checks, cash, stocks or wills, or 
your gift of time! You may give securely online at: www.santamonicaumc.
org/give, via mail, or onsite through the office mail slot.  Thank you!
—Safe Sanctuaries®: First UMC takes the safety of the children and 
youth very seriously. We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is 
our commitment to the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our 
children, youth, and adults.
—Prayer Quilts: If there is a Prayer Quilt in worship, you are invited to 
pray over and tie knots on the quilt on the north wall of the Sanctuary, or 
call or email Sarah in the church office to request a tie be made on the 
quilt for you: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), or s.rold@santamonicaumc.
org. To request a Prayer Quilt for someone in need, go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry.
—Prayer Requests: The Prayer Chain is a network of persons who pray 
in response to prayer requests, and treat all requests as confidential.  
Request a prayer at any time. Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/prayer-
requests.
—Westside Food Bank: We collect food weekly for the Westside Food 
Bank. Bins are located outside the Sanctuary Sunday mornings.

STAY CONNECTED:
To join in fellowship and ministry, here’s how to connect: 
First UMC website: www.santamonicaumc.org
First UMC app: Download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM
Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc
Instagram: @santamonicaumc
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC 

UPDATED: Currently, based on state and local recommendations, 
masks are optional, but always acceptable and welcome. Everyone 
is strongly encouraged to get your vaccinations and booster shots.  If 
you feel ill, please choose to worship from home online.  Let us know 
if you need assistance in joining online.  



 OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE      David Wilson, Lay Lector

  Stewardship Moment  Kim Defenderfer - Chair, First UMC Finance Committee
  We give thanks for God’s Creating Spirit that continues to give us life and lead us forward!
  Thanks be to God!

 W E  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D

 W E  R E S P O N D

THE LESSON      Isaiah 65:17-25 (Pew Bible page 654, O.T.)  Molly Smith
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  Thanks be to God!

SERMON       “Finding Life ~ Giving Life”                    Rev. Patricia Farris 

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W E  G O  F O R T H  T O  S E R V E

INVITATION TO PRAYER      
  #84 UMH – Thank You, Lord 

Thank you, Lord. Thank you, Lord. Thank you, Lord.  I just want to thank you, Lord.

SILENT PRAYER & PASTORAL PRAYER     Tricia Guerrero

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

CHORAL RESPONSE

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES                                  Molly Smith
Your continued financial support of the church is now more important than ever. You may place gifts of cash 
or checks made out to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also mail your gift to 
the church or drop it into the mail slot of our offices any day of the week. Or, you may also give online at 
www.santamonicaumc.org/give, or mail checks through your online banking programs.  You may continue 
to earmark gifts for our various mission projects. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts. 
Thank you.

THE OFFERTORY        The  Chancel Choir /Dr. James Smith, Director
Tune My Heart to Sing God’s Praise!  (arr. Lloyd Larson) 
Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; streams of mercy, never 
ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming 
tongues above. Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love. Here I raise 
mine Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come; and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive 
at home. Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; he, to rescue 
me from danger, interposed his precious blood. O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m 
constrained to be! Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee. Prone to 
wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal 
it for thy courts above. 

*RESPONSE  #94 UMH — The Doxology

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION    David Wilson
Praise to you, Holy Giver of all gifts.  In you there are always more blessings than 
we can imagine.  Give to us that generous spirit that places all that we have at 
your disposal.  Then, by the grace of Christ, let it be multiplied in ways we cannot 
measure or control, for the welfare of humanity and the glory of your name. 
Through Jesus our Lord. Amen.
 

*BENEDICTION   Rev. Farris

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE

POSTLUDE     March in C  (Felix Mendelssohn)  Ty Woodward
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SUNDAY INSERT  
NOVEMBER 13, 2022 

MISSION AND COMMON LIFE
www.santamonicaumc.org

Today! Church Charge Conference:  In-Person and via Zoom
Join First UMC for the annual Church Charge Conference!  We will engage in a 
joyful and worshipful celebration of this year’s accomplishments, both in person 
in Simkins Hall, and via Zoom so online viewers can be a part of the conference.   
West District Superintendent Rev. Mark Nakagawa will join us in person!  A 
Thanksgiving-inspired lunch catered by Nick's Paradise Cafe will be served and 
child care will be provided.
Today, 11 a.m. after worship, in Simkins Hall
Zoom link on the website: www.santamonicaumc.org/church-charge-conference

United Methodist Youth Fellowship:  Sweets for a Cause Fundraiser
The First UMC Youth are excited to bring back their in-person fundraiser during 
Church Charge Conference! This year, it’s called Sweets for a Cause, because 
they’re including home-made cookies, brownies, and more!  The Youth Group 
chose Heifer International as their cause, a global nonprofit working to eradicate 
poverty and hunger through sustainable, values-based holistic community 
development. All proceeds from the sale will go to the Heifer’s Dream Basket. The 
Dream Basket empowers women by offering them a sustainable future. It is filled 
with shares of a sheep, heifer, goat, rabbits, and a flock of chicks.  A Dream Basket 
$120/each - The Youth’s Goal - 10 baskets or $1,200.  An anonymous donor has 
offered to match donations up to our goal of $1,200!
Donate/buy during the event, or online: www.santamonicaumc.org/give, 
click button to Give Online, select Youth Ministry - then select Sweets for a Cause
Today, 11 a.m. during Church Charge Conference, in Simkins Hall

STEWARDSHIP 2022

The Annual Giving Stewardship Campaign invites us each and all to prayerfully 
consider our financial pledge to support the mission and ministries of First UMC. 
Pledge cards have been mailed out, and they are also found in the pews. Fill yours 
in and bring it to worship next Sunday, November 20, Consecration Sunday. 
As the campaign is underway, here are a few frequently asked questions:

Why is my financial support of First UMC important?
For the support of our ministries and mission, the financial giving from the congregation of close to $1 million annually 
is a key component in our planning.

What is a pledge?
A pledge is a commitment by you to give a stated amount to First UMC for the following year—usually in monthly
payments (or weekly or quarterly, if that works better for you).

Why does the church prefer that I make a pledge rather than putting money in the plate each Sunday?
Quite simply, First UMC can rely on your pledge as predictable income–whether you are in worship that Sunday or
not. This enables us to accurately budget for the coming year’s expenses in all that we are called to do.

What is an appropriate pledge?
The amount of your pledge is between you and God. It is a Holy Habit of generosity that you cultivate over your
lifetime. As a frame of reference, it may be helpful for you to know that in 2021, the average annual pledge was
just over $2,950.

What options are available for fulfilling my pledge?
We welcome cash, checks, credit cards via our secure on-line website, automatic checking drafts, and gifts of
appreciated stock. The church business office is happy to assist you with any of these options.

When am I asked to pledge?
We will consecrate (make holy) our giving in worship next Sunday, November 20 - Consecration Sunday. Bring your
completed pledge card to worship with you. You may also pledge at any time during the year.

Why is this important to me?
We believe and we belong! Generous giving opens our hearts to live in the awareness of the abundance of God’s
gifts lavished upon us.

For more information about giving, please visit our website at: www.santamonicaumc.org/stewardship.

United Women in Faith hosting Wesley Foundation speaker
On Sunday, November 20, ALL are invited (men and women) to join the first 
in-person gathering of the United Women in Faith (formerly United Methodist 
Women).  After worship, pick up a cup of coffee and we will gather at 11 a.m. in 
Simkins Hall to hear more about the Wesley Foundation’s work at UCLA.  As 
one of our church’s mission partners, we are excited for this opportunity to learn 
and connect.   United Women in Faith remains faithful to the mission of serving 
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 
through participation in the global ministries of the church.
Next Sunday, November 20, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall
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