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SENTINEL
Horizons
The Magnitude of God’s Promise

Magnificent photos from the James Webb Space Telescope taken in July inspire our Advent theme this year.  An image of a star-forming region in 
the Carina Nebula gleams with the bright light of star birth.  The luminescent photo immediately brings to mind the familiar passage from Luke 
heard often in this Advent season as we are called into anticipation of the news of the birth of the Christ Child: “There will be signs in the sun, 
moon, and stars…”

What signs will we see in the magnificent star fields overhead?  What signs  will we see as 
we look around our world?  What signs will we see in the faces of those we love?  What 
signs will we see as Scripture and music open our hearts to the promise of this season?  

“For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, while mortals sleep, the angels keep their 
watch of wondering love.  O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing to 
God the King, and peace to all on earth.”  – Phillips Brooks, “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”

May the wonder and joy of this season lift your spirits, restore your hope, and wrap you in 
the magnitude of God’s promise.

Rev. Patricia Farris
Senior Minister

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
In-Person and Online Worship
SAT  DEC  24 - 7 p.m.   Special choir music and candlelight

Christmas Eve Services In-Person and Online Worship
SAT DEC  24 - 4 p.m.  

Lessons & Carols In-Person and Online Worship 
SUN  DEC  18 - 10 a.m.  Part 1   The annual worship services of music and word.

SUN  DEC  25 - 10 a.m.  Part 2  

CHRISTMAS  2022

A “No Muss, No Fuss” Christmas Pageant for all ages. Costumes 
will be available at the door for all children to participate.

Blue Christmas in the Chapel 
SUN  DEC  11 - 4 p.m.  A contemplative service for those experiencing grief
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Our favorite First UMC Creche photo, courtesy of Allan Walker



Worship Online 
We offer several options for participating in online worship.  You may 
join in the service Livestream in real time or later at your convenience 
on these platforms:
Sundays 10 a.m. Worship Online LIVESTREAM on: 
    • Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc/live 
    • Website: www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
    • YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC  
    • The First UMC App: (download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM) 
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Worship in the Sanctuary 
We worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. in-person in the Sanctuary each 
week. Masks are optional, but always acceptable and 
welcome.  Everyone is strongly encouraged to get your vaccinations 
and booster shots.  If you feel ill, please choose to worship from home 
online.  Let us know if you need assistance in joining online. 

WORSHIP
10 a.m. In-Person & Online

Sunday School - Sundays @ 10 a.m.
For families with children, Sunday School is held outside on the 
Preschool playground.  We are so grateful to our Sunday School 
teachers (Dot Plukas and Sandra Jones) for their ongoing care and 
commitment to our children and families. 
Sundays, 10 a.m. meet in the Preschool Playground

December at a Glance
Sat  Dec 3       Family Ministry’s Park Meet-Up
Sun Dec 4       Holy Communion / Second Sunday of Advent
             After worship:     Alternative Christmas
             Angel Tree Project  
   Family Ministry’s Advent Toy Drive   
   United Women in Faith selling Peanut Brittle
Sat Dec 10      Family Connection Christmas Party 
Sun Dec 11      Third Sunday of Advent   
             After worship:      Alternative Christmas
             Angel Tree Project  
   Family Ministry’s Advent Toy Drive   
   United Women in Faith selling Peanut Brittle
          Blue Christmas Service in the Chapel, 4 p.m. 
Wed Dec 14    December Mid-Week Recital
                    Open Space Christmas Party 
Fri Dec 16        Preschool Christmas Concert 
Sun Dec 18     Fourth Sunday of Advent, Service of Lessons & Carols (Part 1)
            After worship:   Advent Brunch
             Angel Tree Project (final Sunday)   
                      United Women in Faith Mini Boutique               
                      Blood Pressure Screenings 
                                  UMYF Christmas Party
Fri Dec 23       United Methodist Youth Alumni Christmas Party
Sat Dec 24     Christmas Eve Family Service, 4 p.m.
          Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 7 p.m.
Sun Dec 25    Christmas Day - Family Sunday,  Service of Lessons & Carols
       (Part 2)
Dec 26 - Jan 2      Church Office Closed 

After Worship Social Time
Join others in the courtyard after worship to say “Hello!” and enjoy the 
coffee and donuts table (all donuts individually wrapped). Stop by the 
Welcome Table following worship and visit with staff member David 
Penson if you have any questions.

December Online Mid-Week Recital
Enjoy beautiful music during the Advent 
Season!  The December Recital features 
Beth Chouinard-Mitchell, tuba; and 
Hannah Yi, piano.

Before settling in Los Angeles, Dr. Beth 
Chouinard-Mitchell was principal tubist 
with the Women’s Philharmonic Orchestra 
in San Francisco.  She has played with the 

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, the Pacific Symphony Orchestra, 
Opera Pacific, Germany’s Eurobrass, and appeared as a guest soloist 
with the United States Army Band.  

Hannah Yi is an active chamber musician, concert pianist, and piano 
pedagogue in the Los Angeles area. She began her musical studies with 
Ick-choo and Hae Young Moon and continued her education at Depaul 
University, Azusa Pacific University, Eastman School of Music, and the 
prestigious Tchaikovsky State Conservatory. 
To read the full artist bios, visit the website: www.santamonicaumc.org/
mid-week-recitals
How to watch:    
• Facebook Live - Search @santamonicaumc
• YouTube Live- Search “Santa Monica UMC”  
• Website - www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream
• The App - download the app at the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM

December Mid-Week Recital: Wednesday, December 14, 12:10 p.m. 
Livestream. Available to watch anytime afterwards on the above platforms.

Prayer Requests
The First UMC Prayer Group is a network of persons who provide 
regular, dependable, and confidential prayer support. You may send a 
prayer request to the church at any time, and our Prayer Group will be 
notified of your request. https://santamonicaumc.org/prayer-requests/

Blood Pressure Screenings
Health Ministry Council hosts Blood Pressure screenings every third 
Sunday of the month (subject to change.)  We are grateful to this ministry 
for their continued care of the congregation! 
Sunday, December 18, after worship, in the Fireside Room

Family Ministries Park Meet Up
Join us at the park!  Open to all of the church 
community - bring a blanket or chair, check 
out the farmer’s market, or a book at the 
library. Kids can play on the playground and 
park.  See you there!

Saturday, December 3, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
Virginia Ave Park 

Angel Tree Project
Angel Tree is back and is again being chaired by church 
member, Chris Ruud.  This church/community project 
fills 26 laundry baskets with new household items to 
provide the families of Family Place/Upward Bound 
House with new things for Christmas.  Celebrating 
her 19th year coordinating this fundraiser, Chris is 
excited that she will be in the Courtyard after worship to take sign-
ups. If you worship online, or can’t make it to church, please call or 
email Chris (310 393.3255, chr10is@yahoo.com) and she will tell you 
what is needed and what you can do to help.  The wrapped gifts can 
be dropped off on Sundays, or at the church office Tuesday- Friday. 

December 4, 11 & 18 (final Sunday, gifts are due)  in the Courtyard

Advent
Offerings

Alternative Christmas
Sponsored by the Mission Council, the Alternative Christmas Fair is a 
way to support mission projects and programs in the community and 
around the world, by giving a financial gift in the name of a loved one. 
You may make a donation to any of the projects as a gift to a friend 
or loved one ($5 minimum), and send a card announcing your gift. 
After worship, visit the displays in the Courtyard celebrating this year’s 
featured missions:  Harvest Home, Upward Bound House, Wesley 
Foundation of UCLA, CYFC, InnerChange, The People Concern, Haiti 
Missions, Good Samaritan Medical and Dental Ministry, and Westside 
Food Bank. To find out more about each group, and to donate through 
December, visit the website: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/mission-partners

December 4 and December 11, in the Courtyard

Family Ministry’s Advent Toy Drive
Family Ministries is hosting an Advent Toy 
Drive benefiting the Children, Youth & 
Family Collaborative (CYFC), one of two 
covenant missionaries supported by First 
UMC, and headed by Lydia Templeton. 
Toy donations are accepted on Sundays 
through December 11 – look for the bin in 
the Sunday School playground to drop off 
your toy donations. On December 11 during 
Sunday School, children and youth are 
invited to participate in a Faith in Action 

service project to wrap all the toys!

Runs thru December 11, drop-off box on Sundays in the Sunday 
School playground

United Women in Faith: Peanut 
Brittle Sales, and a Mini Boutique
United Women in Faith are excited to be 
back selling hand-made peanut brittle on 
the Sundays of December 4 and December 
11, after worship in the Courtyard!  Then 
on December 18 they’re offering a Mini-
Boutique, selling more peanut brittle and a 
limited amount of home-made items.

Sundays, December 4, 11 & 18, Courtyard/Simkins Hall

Blue Christmas Service
Grieving is hard at Christmas time. If you are 
experiencing the loss of a loved one, a separation, 
illness, or other cause for pain, it may seem that you 
are alone while everyone else is experiencing the joy 
of the season. But the Christmas story itself is full 

of pain and loss. The Blue Christmas service is for everyone who might 
not be feeling up to the cheeriness of other holiday celebrations, aiming 
to make space for grief, meeting it head on, and perhaps finding some 
hope. If you or someone you know are in need of this space apart, 
please join us for a time of worship.

Sunday, December 11, 4 p.m. in the Chapel

Preschool Christmas Concert
The First UMC Preschool is excited to have the Preschool Christmas 
Concert back in the Sanctuary this year! All are welcome to watch the 
adorable Preschoolers perform their holiday songs.

Friday, December 16, 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Poinsettia Dedications
Beautiful poinsettias will once again grace our 
sanctuary for the Christmas Eve Family and 
Candlelight Services. A dedication insert will be in the Order of Worship 
for December 18, and the Christmas Eve services.  Order at the Sunday 
Welcome Table, online here: www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund, 
or call the church office.  Each plant is $15, and may be picked up after 
the 7 p.m. Christmas Eve service. Any plants remaining will be delivered 
to members unable to attend service this season.

Deadline to order is Tuesday, December 13.

Advent Brunch
Save the date for a special Advent Brunch 
following worship of Lessons and Carols on 
Sunday, December 18, hosted by Fellowship 
and Events. Activities will include seasonal 
crafts, card-making for homebound 
members, caroling, and a special visit from 
Santa.  Let’s celebrate the season together!
A light lunch will be served.

Sunday, December 18, after worship in Simkins Hall
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Advent Devotional 2022
The 2022 Advent Devotional booklet is out now and online. The 
devotional is written by First UMC congregants and provides a 
wonderful opportunity to share Advent with family and friends. This 
year’s theme is “The Magnitude of God’s Promise.”  We’re excited to 
also offer Audio Devotion files for the Sundays in Advent, and the last 
week of Advent.  Sign up now to receive the daily email devotionals: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/advent. The printed booklet is available at 
the church office and at the Sunday Welcome Table.

Stewardship Continues
The 2023 Annual Giving Stewardship Campaign 
invites us each and all to prayerfully consider 
our financial pledge to support the mission 
and ministries of First UMC. To fill out a pledge 
card online visit www.santamonicaumc.org/
stewardship or fill out a pledge card available in 
the church pews and drop off in the offering plate.

First UMC Santa 
Monica Creche
We invite you to our courtyard to view our 
Nativity scene, or creche, with the Holy 
Family–Joseph and Mary, and the animals 
that shared their shelter and warmth. We 
celebrate God’s love that comes to be with 
us, bringing peace, hope and joy for all. 

The display will be on view through December.

Santa Monica Nativity Scenes
The Calvary Baptist Church, located 
at 1502 20th Street, will again be 
the home of Santa Monica’s annual 
Nativity Scenes display starting on 
December 11, and continuing through 
the beginning of January.

2022 Pledge Contributions Due
The end of the year is coming. Many will be out of town in the last 
days of the year. You may always contact Christina Eddy (c.eddy@
santamonicaumc.org) to arrange your giving at this busy time of 
year. Our church office is closed December 26 - January 2, but special 
arrangements can be made.
• Give at one of these remaining worship services Dec 4, 11, 18, 25.
• Mail your check postmarked by 12/31/2022. • Contribute online
at www.santamonicaumc.org/give. • Use your bank’s bill pay system. • 
If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask for a transfer to be
completed by 12/31/2022. • Bring your gift to the church office.
• Lastly, if you are paying in January for the 2022 year, be sure to date
your check 2022 and mark your check “prior year fulfillment.”
• Giving statements will be prepared and mailed out Friday, January 6, 
2023.
Thank you for making a difference in countless lives in our community 
and in the world.

Advent
Offerings
(cont.)

The 2022 Western Jurisdiction 
Conference
The 2022 Western Jurisdiction 
Conference was held on November 2 - 10 
in Salt Lake City, Utah.  After electing 
three new bishops on Friday, Nov 4, 
delegates to the Western Jurisdictional 
Conference learned on Saturday (Nov 5) bishops new and recently 
elected were assigned to episcopal areas for the remainder of the 
2020-2024 quadrennium. In addition to that, significant pieces of 
legislation were approved that will help the Western Jurisdiction to 
work toward a more inclusive, de-colonized church.  “It’s a new era for 
the people called United Methodist in the Western Jurisdiction,” said 
Bishop Karen Oliveto of the Mountain Sky Conference, who also is the 
president of the Western Jurisdiction College of Bishops.  
To read the larger wrap-up of the  Conference, visit: 
www.westernjurisdictionumc.org

Rev. Patricia Farris (back row, center left) with some of the 
other conference delegates

Preschool 
Corner

Preschool Awarded Grant
The First UMC Preschool was granted $12,000 from The Santa 
Monica Rotary Club Foundation this past month to renovate the 
rubber turf play yard surface on the small play yard.  We give 
thanks for their continued support!  Check out the ocean design!  
Additional funds were raised by parents to complete the project 
and complete the large yard expansion project by 900 square feet 
adding a new outdoor classroom space and new gardening area.

Before and after of the newly 
re-surfaced Preschool Playground

The large play yard is getting an 
extra 900 sq ft of a new outdoor 
classroom

The Santa Monica Fire 
Department

visited the Preschool

Rain Day!

Request a Prayer Quilt
Led by long-time church members Sue Payne and Maile Marquand, 
the Prayer Quilt Ministry continues to offer Prayer Quilts to those  in 
need. To request a quilt: 
1. Talk to the intended recipient.  Ask if the person is willing to be 
prayed for and to receive a quilt.  Ask what specific prayers are 
wished for.  There is no charge for the quilt – it is  a gift of love.
2. Contact Maile Marquand (mailemarquand@gmail.com) or 
Sue Payne (sue.f.payne@gmail.com).
3.  Select the quilt if some are already made, or suggest colors if one is 
to be selected for you.  Once the quilt selection has been made, First 
UMC will display the quilt in the Friday Community Email, and also 
during Sunday 10 a.m. worship, where you may tie a prayer knot during 
in-person worship, or view the quilt on the Livestream.

• Prayer Quilts Can Be Tied in Worship
If you’re present in the Sanctuary during Worship, you may tie your 
own prayer knots on the quilt for the recipient; if you are unable to 
attend Worship in person, call or email Sarah in the church office 
to request a tie be made on the quilt for you; she will let you know 
the requested prayers: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), or s.rold@
santamonicaumc.org. Online prayers will be collected Tuesday – 
Friday of the following week, and the prayer knots will be tied by the 
church staff.  

Looking Forward: January
Youth Sunday 
Join us for Youth Sunday, when the youth will lead everything in 
worship from reading scripture to leading us in prayer. The Seniors will 
be giving their sermon reflections this day as well. 
Sunday, January 15, 10 a.m. worship

Griefs and Graces with Rev. Keri 
Rev. Keri Olsen will return with the online gathering of  “Grief and 
Graces, a sacred space for weary souls.”  Meeting on three Sundays via 
Zoom, come for a time of reflection, to name the challenges and gifts 
of this time, listen for God’s invitation, and close with prayer.
Sundays, January 15, 29, and February 12, 4-5 p.m. via Zoom

Update on the Good Samaritan 
Medical and Dental Ministry
We enjoyed seeing First UMC member Todd Erlandson’s updates 
on Facebook during his trip to Cao Bang, Vietnam, to work on the 
Good Samaritan Medical and Dental Ministry building. Representing 
his architecture studio, March Studio, Todd’s role there was to work 
with their in-country contractor, Tuan Duong, to reach out to local 
subcontractors and fabricators that can help get the clinic project 
finished after their team left.  Thank you Todd, for your service!

Todd and his team arrive at the site (left); 
Millwork shop drawing review(right)

Todd with contractor Tuan Duong Last day on site. Much progress was made! 
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completed by 12/31/2022. • Bring your gift to the church office.
• Lastly, if you are paying in January for the 2022 year, be sure to date
your check 2022 and mark your check “prior year fulfillment.”
• Giving statements will be prepared and mailed out Friday, January 6, 
2023.
Thank you for making a difference in countless lives in our community 
and in the world.

Advent
Offerings
(cont.)

The 2022 Western Jurisdiction 
Conference
The 2022 Western Jurisdiction 
Conference was held on November 2 - 10 
in Salt Lake City, Utah.  After electing 
three new bishops on Friday, Nov 4, 
delegates to the Western Jurisdictional 
Conference learned on Saturday (Nov 5) bishops new and recently 
elected were assigned to episcopal areas for the remainder of the 
2020-2024 quadrennium. In addition to that, significant pieces of 
legislation were approved that will help the Western Jurisdiction to 
work toward a more inclusive, de-colonized church.  “It’s a new era for 
the people called United Methodist in the Western Jurisdiction,” said 
Bishop Karen Oliveto of the Mountain Sky Conference, who also is the 
president of the Western Jurisdiction College of Bishops.  
To read the larger wrap-up of the  Conference, visit: 
www.westernjurisdictionumc.org

Rev. Patricia Farris (back row, center left) with some of the 
other conference delegates

Preschool 
Corner

Preschool Awarded Grant
The First UMC Preschool was granted $12,000 from The Santa 
Monica Rotary Club Foundation this past month to renovate the 
rubber turf play yard surface on the small play yard.  We give 
thanks for their continued support!  Check out the ocean design!  
Additional funds were raised by parents to complete the project 
and complete the large yard expansion project by 900 square feet 
adding a new outdoor classroom space and new gardening area.

Before and after of the newly 
re-surfaced Preschool Playground

The large play yard is getting an 
extra 900 sq ft of a new outdoor 
classroom

The Santa Monica Fire 
Department

visited the Preschool

Rain Day!

Request a Prayer Quilt
Led by long-time church members Sue Payne and Maile Marquand, 
the Prayer Quilt Ministry continues to offer Prayer Quilts to those  in 
need. To request a quilt: 
1. Talk to the intended recipient.  Ask if the person is willing to be 
prayed for and to receive a quilt.  Ask what specific prayers are 
wished for.  There is no charge for the quilt – it is  a gift of love.
2. Contact Maile Marquand (mailemarquand@gmail.com) or 
Sue Payne (sue.f.payne@gmail.com).
3.  Select the quilt if some are already made, or suggest colors if one is 
to be selected for you.  Once the quilt selection has been made, First 
UMC will display the quilt in the Friday Community Email, and also 
during Sunday 10 a.m. worship, where you may tie a prayer knot during 
in-person worship, or view the quilt on the Livestream.

• Prayer Quilts Can Be Tied in Worship
If you’re present in the Sanctuary during Worship, you may tie your 
own prayer knots on the quilt for the recipient; if you are unable to 
attend Worship in person, call or email Sarah in the church office 
to request a tie be made on the quilt for you; she will let you know 
the requested prayers: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), or s.rold@
santamonicaumc.org. Online prayers will be collected Tuesday – 
Friday of the following week, and the prayer knots will be tied by the 
church staff.  

Looking Forward: January
Youth Sunday 
Join us for Youth Sunday, when the youth will lead everything in 
worship from reading scripture to leading us in prayer. The Seniors will 
be giving their sermon reflections this day as well. 
Sunday, January 15, 10 a.m. worship

Griefs and Graces with Rev. Keri 
Rev. Keri Olsen will return with the online gathering of  “Grief and 
Graces, a sacred space for weary souls.”  Meeting on three Sundays via 
Zoom, come for a time of reflection, to name the challenges and gifts 
of this time, listen for God’s invitation, and close with prayer.
Sundays, January 15, 29, and February 12, 4-5 p.m. via Zoom

Update on the Good Samaritan 
Medical and Dental Ministry
We enjoyed seeing First UMC member Todd Erlandson’s updates 
on Facebook during his trip to Cao Bang, Vietnam, to work on the 
Good Samaritan Medical and Dental Ministry building. Representing 
his architecture studio, March Studio, Todd’s role there was to work 
with their in-country contractor, Tuan Duong, to reach out to local 
subcontractors and fabricators that can help get the clinic project 
finished after their team left.  Thank you Todd, for your service!

Todd and his team arrive at the site (left); 
Millwork shop drawing review(right)

Todd with contractor Tuan Duong Last day on site. Much progress was made! 
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Community Photos
Update 
• Dr. Jim Smith, Director of Music, will be on Leave through the 
end of the year to receive treatment on mobility issues.  While 
this year’s Christmas Concert will not be held as planned, we are 
fortunate that Ty Woodward, Principal Organist, will step in to 
assume direction of our choir.  We will continue to enjoy beautiful 
music for the Advent/Christmas season in worship in addition to the 
December Mid-Week Recital.

Congratulations 
• to First UMC members Heather Popadych and Vince Campise, 
who were married on November 11, with Rev. Patricia Farris 
officiating.

• to First UMC member Lauryn Wilson, who was recently engaged 
to Chase Chapman.

Deaths
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of these 
departed loved ones:
• First UMC member Bernice Louise Smith De Leon, who died 
November 12.
• First UMC member Glenda Martinez’s father-in-law, who died 
November 14.
• First UMC member David Patton Stirling (Pat), who died 
November 15.
• First UMC member David Mayhan’s step-father, Henry Rosenthal.

Memorial
• A memorial for First UMC member Arthur Fiske Dodd, Sr. will 
be held Friday, December 9, 11 a.m. in the First UMC Sanctuary.  
Livestream link available, call the church office.

New Members
On November, 2022, First UMC was pleased to welcome New 
Members:  Luann Robinson Hull, Ronald Krieger, Adesola 
Titilayomi Osoba, Christine Elyse Sweat, and William Lawrence 
Sweat II. 

Community News
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Medicare Enrollment
Open enrollment for Medicare 2023 is from October 15 - December 7.  
If you’re 65 or older, this is when you can start thinking about signing 
up for Medicare or reevaluate your coverage and make changes if 
necessary.  To help with that decision making, the following link will walk 
you through the process:  www.aarp.org/health/medicare-insurance/
enrollment-guide

Congregation Care Corner
If you have any questions or need pastoral care, you may always call 
the Pastoral Care line (310-393-8258 and enter extension 1), which 
is available for people to leave a message requesting care.  If you have 
questions, need assistance, or would like to volunteer to help with our 
homebound folks, please contact Congregation Care Associate: Anne 
Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Or, call (310)393-8258 
ext. 103.   Visit the website for Community Care - a list of local 
resources including info for senior assistance, Medicare, American Red 
Cross, MODE (on-demand transportation for seniors and individuals 
with disabilities) bereavement resources, and more! 
Visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/care

Update your Emergency Contact Form
Our pastoral care team needs your help in making sure we have the
most recent contact info for you and your family.  If you have new 
information to update, please take a few moments to do so. Visit the 
website, or go to the Welcome Table after worship, and a staff member 
will help you update your information.

Sweets for a Cause - Thank You!
The Youth Group extend a big THANK YOU to all who purchased 
goodies and donated for their fundraiser. Proceeds will go towards the 
purchase of Heifer International’s Dream Baskets. The Dream Basket 
empowers women by offering them a sustainable future. It is filled with 
shares of a sheep, heifer, goat, rabbits, and a flock of chicks. 

The Youth’s Goal was 10 baskets or $1,200 plus the support of an 
anonymous matching donor. The youth are excited to report that 
they will be donating $2,600 (21 baskets!)!  A huge thank you for your 
participation in this year’s Sweets for a Cause!

Sweets for a Cause in action during 
the Charge Conference

Church Charge Conference took place on 
November 13, with an in person celebration, 
and on Zoom for online viewers to participate

The United  Women in Faith (and friends!) making
peanut brittle in preparation for holiday sales

The first Family Ministry’s Park Meet-Up at Virginia Ave 
Park. All are welcome to the monthly Saturday morning 
park meetings

The annual All Saints Sunday White Ribbon Memorial

UMYF meeting fun

Sue Payne (left) and Maile Marquand (right), leading the Prayer Quilt Ministry ladies (right)

Listening Hearts Womens Group, led by 
Tricia Guerrero (taking the photo)
meet at the Literati Cafe twice a month

New Members (top left, clockwise) 
Luann Robinson Hull, Ronald 
Krieger, Adesola Titilayomi Osoba, 
Christine Elyse Sweat, and William 
Lawrence Sweat II (pictured with 
daughter Lauren)
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FIRST UMC OFFICE  HOURS
Tuesday - Friday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., and by appointment
Pastoral care by appointment only: 310-393-8258, enter ext. 1

SENTINEL
Horizons
The Magnitude of God’s Promise

Magnificent photos from the James Webb Space Telescope taken in July inspire our Advent theme this year.  An image of a star-forming region in 
the Carina Nebula gleams with the bright light of star birth.  The luminescent photo immediately brings to mind the familiar passage from Luke 
heard often in this Advent season as we are called into anticipation of the news of the birth of the Christ Child: “There will be signs in the sun, 
moon, and stars…”

What signs will we see in the magnificent star fields overhead?  What signs  will we see as 
we look around our world?  What signs will we see in the faces of those we love?  What 
signs will we see as Scripture and music open our hearts to the promise of this season?  

“For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, while mortals sleep, the angels keep their 
watch of wondering love.  O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing to 
God the King, and peace to all on earth.”  – Phillips Brooks, “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”

May the wonder and joy of this season lift your spirits, restore your hope, and wrap you in 
the magnitude of God’s promise.

Rev. Patricia Farris
Senior Minister

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
In-Person and Online Worship
SAT  DEC  24 - 7 p.m.   Special choir music and candlelight

Christmas Eve Services In-Person and Online Worship
SAT DEC  24 - 4 p.m.  

Lessons & Carols In-Person and Online Worship 
SUN  DEC  18 - 10 a.m.  Part 1   The annual worship services of music and word.

SUN  DEC  25 - 10 a.m.  Part 2  

CHRISTMAS  2022

A “No Muss, No Fuss” Christmas Pageant for all ages. Costumes 
will be available at the door for all children to participate.

Blue Christmas in the Chapel 
SUN  DEC  11 - 4 p.m.  A contemplative service for those experiencing grief

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH of SANTA MONICA

Our favorite First UMC Creche photo, courtesy of Allan Walker
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