
F  I  R  S  T    U  N  I  T  E  D    M  E  T  H  O  D  I  S  T    C  H  U  R  C  H

Christmas Day  •  Service of Lessons and Carols II  •  December 25, 2022

 W E  G A T H E R

W O R S H I P

WELCOME     Rev. Patricia Farris 
PRELUDE     Richard, Mary, Matt and Kim Crawford, Handbells
  In Dulci Jubilo (arr. Mary Crawford)
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN    
  #234 United Methodist Hymnal – O Come, All Ye Faithful  (verses 1, 3, 4, 6)     

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. Come 
and behold him, born the King of angels; Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us 
adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. (Refrain) Sing, choirs of angels, sing in 
exultation; O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 
(Refrain) See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, leaving their flocks, draw nigh 
to gaze; we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; (Refrain) Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning, Jesus, to thee be all glory given. Word of the Father, now in flesh 
appearing: (Refrain)

*CALL TO WORSHIP          David Bremer, Lay Lector
He came as a baby in a manger.
O come let us adore him.
He came in a lowly stable.
O come let us adore him.
Shepherds brought their worship.
O come let us adore him.
Angels sang his praise.
O come let us adore him.
What shall we do?
O come let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!
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    God is real. God is love.               Together we can change the world.
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—Welcome New Visitors! We’re happy you’re here. You 
may fill out a New Visitor Sign-In form outside the sanctuary, 
go online: www.santamonicaumc.org/im-new, or scan this QR 
code for the online form.

—Flowers: To order flowers to remember or honor a loved one for 
Sunday Worship service, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund.

—Give: There are many ways to give!  Checks, cash, stocks or wills, or 
your gift of time! You may give securely online at: www.santamonicaumc.
org/give, via mail, or onsite through the office mail slot.  Thank you!

—Safe Sanctuaries®: First UMC takes the safety of the children and 
youth very seriously. We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is 
our commitment to the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our 
children, youth, and adults.

—Prayer Quilts: If there is a Prayer Quilt in worship, you are invited to 
pray over and tie knots on the quilt on the north wall of the Sanctuary, or 
call or email Sarah in the church office to request a tie be made on the 
quilt for you: Sarah Rold (310.393.8258), or s.rold@santamonicaumc.
org. To request a Prayer Quilt for someone in need, go to: 
www.santamonicaumc.org/prayerquiltministry.

—Prayer Requests: The Prayer Chain is a network of persons who pray 
in response to prayer requests, and treat all requests as confidential.  
Request a prayer at any time. Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/prayer-
requests.

—Westside Food Bank: We collect food weekly for the Westside Food 
Bank. Bins are located outside the Sanctuary Sunday mornings.

STAY CONNECTED:
To join in fellowship and ministry, here’s how to connect: 
First UMC website: www.santamonicaumc.org
First UMC app: Download from the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM
Facebook: www.facebook.com/santamonicaumc
Instagram: @santamonicaumc
YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/SantaMonicaUMC 

UPDATED: Currently, based on state and local recommendations, 
masks are optional, but always acceptable and welcome. Everyone 
is strongly encouraged to get your vaccinations and booster shots.  If 
you feel ill, please choose to worship from home online.  Let us know 
if you need assistance in joining online.  

 Service of 
Lessons & Carols



Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 Service of Lessons & Carols
THE OFFERTORY Richard, Mary, Matt and Kim Crawford, Handbells

Christmas Medley for Handbells and Organ  (arr. Michael D. McClish)

*RESPONSE  #95 UMH — The Doxology 

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION     David Bremer
God of grace, Child of peace, Spirit of truth, we join with all the church 
everywhere in the world in giving thanks for all the gifts you entrust to our care.  
Through our giving, we present ourselves to be useful to one another and to you, 
ready to “be the hope” for our weary world.  Work in us now, and make us ready 
for the coming of your son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

*THIRD LESSON   John 1:1-14  (Pew Bible page 86, N.T.)  Rev. Farris 

 *CAROL  #246  UMH — Joy to the World

*BENEDICTION       Rev. Farris

POSTLUDE    Good King Wenceslas (arr. Robert MacDonald)    Ty Woodward, organ 

FIRST LESSON   Luke 2:8-16  (Pew Bible pages 54-55, N.T.)  Martha Ross, Lay Lector

CAROL  #240  United Methodist Hymnal — Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

SECOND LESSON   Matthew 2:1-11   (Pew Bible pages 1-2, N.T.) David Bremer

 CAROL  #254  UMH — We Three Kings

CHRISTMAS  PRAYER     Rev. Farris

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen.

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES     Martha Ross                                                                             
Your continued financial support of the church is now more important than ever. You may place gifts of cash 
or checks made out to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also mail your gift to 
the church or drop it into the mail slot of our offices any day of the week. Or, you may also give online at 
www.santamonicaumc.org/give, or mail checks through your online banking programs.  You may continue to 
earmark gifts for our various mission projects. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts. Thank you.
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SUNDAY INSERT  
DECEMBER 25, 2022 

LOOKING FORWARD
www.santamonicaumc.org

Your continued financial support of the church is now more important than ever:  www.santamonicaumc.org/give

January Mid-Week Recital
The Mid-Week recitals continue into 2023. January's recital features Laurent 
Jochum, organ. Laurent Jochum has had a particularly eclectic career for over 
twenty years. A native of Thionville, France, as the son and grandson of liturgical 
organists, he discovered the organ from an early age. Laurent Jochum performs 
regularly, in recital or with various instrumental and vocal formations, in France 
and abroad. Wednesday, January 11, 12:10 p.m. 
ONLINE:  Facebook: @santamonicaumc  • YouTube Channel : www.youtube/c/
santamonicaumc  • Website:  www.santamonicaumc.org/livestream 
• The First UMC App: (To download, go to the App Store, search FirstUMC_SM)

Youth Sunday
Save the date for January 15!  The youth will lead everything in worship from 
reading scripture to leading us in prayer. The Seniors will be giving their sermon 
reflections this day as well.  Following worship join the youth for a light lunch.

Sunday, January 15, 10 a.m. worship, followed by lunch 

The UMYF Youth Group meets on Sundays at 6 p.m. in the Youth Lounge. 
All 6th-12th graders invited! Their meetings will resume on January 8, 2023.

Family Ministries Winter Park Meet Up
Join us at the park!  Open to all of the church community - bring a blanket or 
chair, check out the farmer’s market, or a book at the library. Kids can play on the 
playground and park.  See you there!

Saturday, January 14, 9 - 11 a.m. Virginia Ave Park 

January 1 Worship - Covenant Renewal
Join us for January 1 worship for Epiphany Sunday, and the service of Covenant 
Renewal.  John Wesley introduced a covenant service as an important part of the 
spiritual life of the people called Methodist. This renewal service was a time to 
gather annually for self-examination, reflection, and re-dedication of their lives 
to God.  Across the years, it continues to invite us into renewed  commitment to 
ongoing discipleship and Christ-like character.  As New Year’s falls on a Sunday 
this year, we take this opportunity to experience this service ourselves. Take some 
time in prayer to reflect on your own life.  

Sunday, January 1, 10 a.m. In-Person and Online worship

Baptismal Renewal
Each year as a new year begins, we enjoy the renewing of our baptismal vows 
as a time to recommit our lives in the example of Christ Jesus and receive a fresh 
out-pouring of the Holy Spirit.  We invite you to prayerfully prepare for worship on 
January 8 together, in-person and online.  If you are participating online, prepare a 
small cup or bowl of water which will become for us a source of new life.  This is the 
water that refreshes life, nurtures growth, and offers new birth.  

Sunday, January 8, 10 a.m. In-Person and Online worship

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES

UMW Game Day
The United Women in Faith are excited to bring back their Game Day!  ALL are 
Welcome for a morning of Scrabble, Bridge, Mahjong, Rummikub tiles, fun 
and fellowship.  

Saturday, January 21, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m., in Simkins Hall

Ongoing Ministries in January
• Men’s Bible Study: Tuesdays, 7 a.m. via Zoom
• Blood Pressure Screenings:  3rd Sundays of the Month after worship in the 
Fireside Room
• Open Space Young Adults:  Meets monthly - Wednesday, January 11, 7 p.m.  
• Listening Hearts Women’s Group, with Tricia Guerrero: 
Meetings: January 11 & 25 - Coffee and Connect, 10 a.m. at Literati Cafe, 
January 18: 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 
• Prayer Quilt Ministry:  3rd Saturdays of the month, next meeting January 21, 
9:30 a.m. 
• Sunday School for Kids:  Sundays, 10 a.m. Room 206  Sunday School for ages 
2 and up.
• UMYF Youth Group:   Sundays, Youth Lounge, next meeting January 8, 6 p.m. 

Griefs and Graces with Rev. Keri Olsen Paget
Rev. Keri Olsen Paget will return with the online gathering of “Grief and Graces, 
a sacred space for weary souls.”  Meeting on three Sundays via Zoom, come for 
a time of reflection, to name the challenges and gifts of this time, listen for God’s 
invitation, and close with prayer.  Register here: www.santamonicaumc.org/griefs-
and-graces
Sundays: January 15, 29, and February 12, 4-5 p.m. via Zoom
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